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July & August @
First Presbyterian
PresbyCamp
22 June—24 July

HS Summer Camp
@ Calvin Crest
19—35 July

Sunday Morning
Worship Schedule
8:30 - Chapel
With Communion
9:00 - Fellowship Center
Informal Worship
With Praise Band
Adult Education
Sunday School
10:30 - Sanctuary
Liturgical with Choir
Nursery Care is available
8:45 - 11:45 a.m.

PresbyFolks
18 July ,Ice Hockey with Mark Croshaw
28 August, Solvang Theater Fest
“In the Heights”
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Pastor’s Message
Church Office Hours
Monday - Friday
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Dear Friends,

Peter is on vacation.

Member Updates

From the Clerk of Session’s
Report:

In Memoriam

Grace and Peace to
you, Peter

Rev. Dr. Peter Buehler

Simply Present

Want a ride to
church on the
van?
Call 687-0754, extension 9,
and let us know.
We’ll call you on Sunday
morning and come pick you
up!

Sometimes we are astonished when we learn that although we did not actually ‘do’ anything for a certain
individual, our simply being present or showing up allowed something to shift in his or her inner landscape
that made space for deeper healing. Sometimes we
discover that in simply being present to another’s pain
we experience the Divine in them that awakens the
Divine in ourselves.
K. Killian Noe

PATIO NEWS: Editor: Lee Kirkpatrick, Reproduction: church staff. MAIL TEAM For June: Margaret Brown, Al
Harper, Diane Hemmer, Al & Arline Noreen, Yvonne Rambo, Bruce & Nance Williams
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Mission Matters
For Jul-Aug, 2016, Patio News

Down the street from
Kirkuk
Presbyterian
Church was a Pentecostal Church that
closed because all of
its members had immigrated. This congregation had also taken in
several displaced families who now had no
one to care for them.
Unable to take them in
because their facility
was already maxed
out, Rev. Haitham’s
church rented and renovated a house nearby
for them and added a
third family from the Nineveh Plain who were also
in dire straits.

The following is an article by Marilyn Borst of
The Outreach Foundation (Presbyterian).
Greg and Chris Callison, serving long-term in
the region for us, work with Pastor Haitham
and with Marilyn. –Chuck Curtis
Weariness “not an option” for the Kirkuk
Presbyterian Church Two Years On

Although the tragic events in Iraq from the
summer of 2014 have mostly faded from our
daily news cycles, the past is very much present for Rev. Haitham Jazrawi and his congregation at the Presbyterian Church in Kirkuk. It began with a persistent knocking at the
church’s gate late one night. It was soon inescapably evident in the streets around town as
entire families stood dazed and bewildered,
clutching small parcels and, for the fortunate
ones, a suitcase containing a few changes of
clothing and their important documents. And
then the reports soon reached their ears of
entire congregations of the Syrian Orthodox
Church seeking haven in safer villages not far
from Kirkuk….

As summer sets in, the Kirkuk Presbyterian
Church hopes to distribute small refrigerators, mattresses and portable air conditioners to other displaced families around town who are living in fairly
raw circumstances. We thank God that our familyin-faith in Kirkuk continues to reach out in Christ’s
name and has “not grown weary in doing good.”
May our prayers and gifts renew their strength and
their resolve.

ISIS had taken Mosul in June 2014 and by
August had pressed on into the nearby Nineveh Plain, which was dotted with many small
towns. Ahead of them fled tens of thousands
of Christians – by car, by bus, on foot – who
sought shelter wherever it could be found.
More than 70 of them ended up living in the
Presbyterian Church in Kirkuk, where every
classroom and office became a small apartment. They are all still there. With help from
partners like The Outreach Foundation and
PC(USA) World Mission, Rev. Haitham and
his church responded to urgent human needs
whenever and wherever they could. They encouraged us ecumenically to help purchase a
generator for an Orthodox kindergarten started for displaced children and to assist the
Catholics who were renting apartments for
students from Mosul University who were eager to continue their studies. The ministry of
the Kirkuk Church is no less acute, two years
later, as Rev. Haitham recently shared with
friends.

Joyfully,
Marilyn Borst
Associate Director for Partnership Development
The Outreach Foundation
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Faith Formation

July 3, 10, & 17
Singing and Making Music with Erin Bonski-Evans, Minister of Music
Have you ever wondered what those little black dots in the hymnal are trying to tell
you? Do you wish you could improve your singing voice but don't know how? Then
this series is for you! Join our Minister of Music in this fun-filled series of music
making. Members will learn the basics of singing and harmonizing together, reading
music and rhythms. We will explore our hymnal and joyfully sing our favorites even
better than before. This series of classes will equip you to boldly take on even the most fearsome karaoke challenge in Santa Barbara.

July 24 & 31
August 7 & 14
Singing and Making Music Part II with Erin Bonski-Evans, Minister of Music
Erin continues her series on making music and worship with bells! Have you ever thought you would
like to try playing the bells? Well, here’s your chance! No experience necessary. This is not an audition for the bell choir; just a joyous (and fun) experience.

August 21 & 28
To be announced

Our Vision
God calls us
to worship faithfully.
God calls us
to serve lovingly.
God calls us into community:
sharing grace unconditionally,

seeing Christ in all people.
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News & Notes
Staffing Changes:
Churches constantly are challenged to balance their
economic realities with the need to provide sufficient
staff support to keep its ministries vibrant and growing;
First Pres is no different. As stewards of the largest
portion of our operating budget, the HR team of Session, along with senior staff members, has an obligation to periodically reevaluate our staffing needs
against our budgetary constraints and the goals and
vision of the church. Kristen Dittman’s recent resignation as Administrative Assistant for Finance and Facilities provided an opportunity for such a reevaluation.
After much consideration, discussion, and above all,
prayer, we determined that First Pres would be served
best by combining key components of both Kristen’s
positon and Michelle Martinez’s position into a new
position with a focus on membership and communication. We feel very strongly that the support this new
position will provide will help First Pres fulfill the goals
developed through the 2013 home visits. As a result,
Michelle’s last day with us was Friday, June 24. Her
two years with us were marked by her friendliness and
warmth toward church members and visitors alike. We
will miss her greatly and wish her the very best.
The combining of these two positions is not without its
challenges. Many of Michelle’s duties will be handled
by volunteers and coordinated through different teams
of Session. Also, we have opted to forgo a receptionist at the front desk. While having a person to initially
greet visitors would be ideal, the cost is prohibitive.
Instead, we will utilize the buzzer system we currently
use when no one is at the front desk. The glass doors
to the lobby and Pryor Lounge will remain unlocked,
but for the safety of the staff, the hallway door leading
to the administrative office will be locked. Anyone who
needs to come back to the office area may either use
the buzzer and wait for a staff member to meet them in
the lobby, or walk up the side of the administration
building and enter at the side door by Denise’s office.
Change can be unsettling and frightening, but it also
can be an amazing opportunity. We feel very strongly
that God is working in our midst, and excitement is in
the air with the hiring of Erin Bonski-Evans last year,
Rich Ellgen just this month, and now Katie Lukehart.
We look forward to being amazed by Him and seeing
how He uses these new staff members, and all of us,
to further His kingdom.

The HR Team of Session
Pastor Peter Buehler, Head of Staff
Denise Rodman, Church Business Administrator
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Welcome Katie Lukehart!
We are excited to introduce Katie Lukehart,
our new Membership and Communications
Coordinator. Katie has a bachelor’s degree
in Digital Technology and Culture from
Washington State University, as well as
several years of experience in administration and communications. She will be responsible for maintaining our membership
information, coordinating church-wide communications, managing facilities use, and
processing accounts payable. Katie resides
in Kristen Dittman’s former office; please
stop by and say, “Hi!”

Youth Ministries

Rich Ellgen,
Minister of Youth &
Young Adults
rellgen@fpcsb.org
(805) 687-0754 x 108
6

Susan Croshaw
Director of Children’s
Ministries
scroshaw@fpcsb.org
(805) 687-0754 x115

Children & Family Ministries
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Healthful News
This article is a June press release from the Santa
Barbara Public Health Department

Sharon Head RN
Parish Nurse

Staying Cool This Summer
Keeping cool when temperatures reach record highs
isn't just about comfort. Dangerously high temperatures can result in heat related illnesses ranging from
heat cramps to heat exhaustion and heat stroke.
Heatstroke, an illness that occurs when the body can
no longer regulate its temperature, can strike fast
and pose life-threatening consequences.
Special precautions should be taken by older adults,
caretakers of infants and children, individuals who
participate in outdoor activities, individuals who are
sensitive to the heat, and pet owners.

Parish Nurse—Hours Tuesdays
Call for appointment
(687-0754x103)

or email strollrn@aol.com
12. Finally, use common sense. If the heat is intolerable, stay indoors when you can and avoid activities in
direct sunlight or on hot asphalt surfaces.
13. Check on family members or neighbors who are
elderly or who have a chronic illness, as they may
dehydrate easily and be more susceptible to heat related illnesses.

The following tips can help you keep cool and safe
all summer.

Infants and Children:

1. Stay hydrated

• It is illegal to leave an infant or child unattended
in a vehicle (California Vehicle Code Section
15620).

2. Drink water more than usual and don’t wait until
you’re thirsty to drink.
3. Drink from two to four cups of water every hour
while working

4. Avoid liquids containing high amounts of sugar.

• Infants and young children can get dehydrated very
quickly. Make sure they are given plenty of cool water
to drink.

5. Make sure your family, friends and neighbors are
drinking enough water.

• Keep children indoors or shaded as much as possible.

6. Avoid caffeine and alcohol as these will promote
dehydration.

Pets:

7. Alter your pattern of outdoor exercise to take advantage of cooler times (early morning or late evening). If you can't change the time of your workout,
scale it down by doing fewer minutes, walking instead of running, or decreasing your level of exertion.
8. Wear loose‐fitting clothing, preferably of a light
color. Cotton clothing will keep you cooler than many
synthetics.

• Never leave a pet unattended in a vehicle, even
with the windows ‘cracked’ or open.
• Outdoor animals should be given plenty of shade
and clean drinking water.
• Do not leave pets outside in the sun. Have a special
emergency kit for your pet.
• Pets should not be left in a garage as garages can
get very hot due to lack of ventilation and insulation

9. Fill a spray bottle with water and keep it in the refrigerator for a quick refreshing spray to your face
after being outdoors. Keep plastic bottles of water in
the freezer; grab one when you're ready to go outside. As the ice melts, you'll have a supply of cold
water with you.
10. Fans can help circulate air and make you feel
cooler even in an air conditioned house.

Hospitalized??

11. If you don't have air conditioning, arrange to
spend at least parts of the day in a shopping mall,
public library, movie theater, or other public space
that is cool.

If you would like a visit by a FPC Pastor when
you are in the hospital please notify the
church office. Hospitals do not notify us of our
parishioner’s hospitalizations.
Thank
you
8

News & Notes
HYMNODY MATTERS
OUR HYMNODY MATTERS. Did you know that before the Protestant Reformation, all across Europe, all the
singing was done by choirs in the mass? Congregations simply did not sing together! When Luther and Calvin blazed a new pathway into the reform church as we know it today, they both firmly agreed that singing
together as a congregation is instructed by the Bible as a form of praise, and therefore should not be
reserved for the talented or blessed elite.
OUR HYMNODY IS OUR PATHWAY TO THE PAST. Our hymn texts are Biblical. Our hymnals are our
record books. The melodies of hymns are collections of folk songs and liturgical chant from Europe and the
Americas over the course of hundreds of years. They have been inspired by God through the ages by
reputable composers and lyricists.
HYMNS ARE EASY TO LEARN. They are intentionally written in a range easily accessible to voices of every
age, both male and female. They use simple rhythms that fit with the text, and predictable melody lines. The
rich harmonies support the melodies in a worshipful way.
HYMNS ARE PRAYERS. Jean Calvin, the forefather of the Presbyterian Church, believed this in his heart.
St. Augustine is often quoted saying that “when we sing, we pray twice.” As we sing our hymnody, we will
find our relationship with God and each other transformed in a deeply personal way.
HYMNS ARE LIKE CLASSIC LITERATURE. They have stood the tests of time and still appeal to audiences
today. Just as we place a high importance on imparting the rich texts of Huck Finn or Great Expectations, we
have a responsibility to convey the beauty, history and prayerfulness of our hymnody to our youth and
children.
CHILDREN AND YOUTH CONNECT TO HYMNS THROUGH US. As children grow into young adults, they
are looking to connect with us in new ways, and they look to us as they seek to develop an understanding of
the increasingly complex world around them. If we spend time singing and discussing our hymnody with our
children and our youth, we create a silent bond, a unity of understanding on a spiritual level that transcends
our daily activities.
HYMONDY IS EASY TO TEACH. You don’t have to be Teacher of the Year or a professional musician to
teach hymns. The sky is the limit for how we, as parents, can connect with our kids through hymnody. Here
are a few ideas to help you get started:
1. Sing together at church, hymnal in hand.
2. Bring your kids to Children’s Choir.
3. Take them to Sunday School—we have weekly music time.
4. Sing with them in the choir (yes, this is an option!)
5. Google a hymn to learn about its rich history.
6. Get a CD of hymns to play in the car as you taxi your kids to around town.
7. Interview a church member about his/her favorite hymn and discuss.
Let’s take the time to let ourselves know, to let each other know, to let our children know how much our
HYMNODY MATTERS.
Written by Erin Bonski-Evans, Minister of Music
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Fellowship

Upcoming Events
Are on vacation till September

Each month the PresbyFolks sponsor an
event outing.
The July event on Mon. July 18th, Ice Hockey
game with Mark Croshaw at Ice in Paradise,
Goleta. Details coming.

.

PresbyFolks Solvang Theaterfest event on Aug.
28: The show is “In the Heights” Cost of $42
includes show, box supper, and transportation.
Van leaves the church at 5:30 pm. A great
evening!

Check the weekly E-News and Worship
Folder bulletin inserts for updates

Want a ride to
church on the
van?
Call 687-0754, extension 9,
and let us know.
We’ll call you on Sunday
morning and come pick you
up!

FIRST SUNDAY
of each month,
bring nonperishable foods
for
Transition House
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Fellowship
The Adventurers

Chariot of Friends
The Church Vans go somewhere each
third Wednesday for lunch

The Chariot is on vacation
Till September

Are on vacation till September

Summer sun is soon to be here, and while Chancel choir is
done for the year…
Check out these fun-filled opportunities for you to get your
feet wet. It will be a splash for all ages!
SUMMER FAMILY KARAOKE
First & Third Thursday of July
7-8:30 PM in the CFC
ADULT FORUMS
Singing and Making Music (June 19-July 10)
Handbells 101 (July 17-August 7)
Sundays at 9 am, Anderson Lounge

CHILDREN’S CHOIR, K-6
Sunday mornings between services
10-10:30 in Choir Room
Time for a coffee date-Stay late or come early!
INTERGENRATIONAL CHOIR
All ages and abilities welcome!
August 7
10 am before the 10:30 service in the sanctuary
Bring your kids and parents and sing a song together
Questions? Contact our Minister of Music: ebonski-evans@fpcsb.org

11

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. Postage
PAID

First Presbyterian Church
21 East Constance
Santa Barbara, CA 93105

Santa Barbara, CA
Permit No. 467

Return Service Requested

Dated Material

12

