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August 23, 2020
PRELUDE

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
"Now the Silence"

Music by Carl Schalk

Setting by John Carter

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P

C

Blessed be the holy Trinity,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.

P

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P
C

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P

God, who is rich in mercy,
loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

C
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GATHERING HYMN

When Morning Gilds the Skies

(st. 1, 2, 5)

ELW 853

GREETING
P
C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P

C

Let us pray.
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be
our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Sit
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THE LESSONS
FIRST READING:

Exodus 1:8 – 2:10

8

C

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9He said to his people,
“Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. 10Come, let us
deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies
and fight against us and escape from the land.” 11Therefore they set taskmasters over them
to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for
Pharaoh. 12But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that
the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. 13The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing
tasks on the Israelites, 14and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick
and in every kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on
them.
15
The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah
and the other Puah, 16“When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on
the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.” 17But the midwives
feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys
live. 18So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you
done this, and allowed the boys to live?” 19The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the
Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth
before the midwife comes to them.” 20So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people
multiplied and became very strong. 21And because the midwives feared God, he gave them
families. 22Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every boy that is born to the
Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.”
2:1
Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. 2The woman
conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three
months. 3When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and
plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on
the bank of the river. 4His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him.
5
The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked
beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. 6When
she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. “This must be
one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. 7Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall
I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” 8Pharaoh’s
daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. 9Pharaoh’s
daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.”
So the woman took the child and nursed it. 10When the child grew up, she brought him to
Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she
said, “I drew him out of the water.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM:
1

Psalm 138

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart;
before the gods I will | sing your praise.
2
I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,
because of your steadfast | love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things.
3
When I called, you | answered me;
you increased my | strength within me.
4
All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words | of your mouth.
5
They will sing of the ways | of the LORD,
that great is the glory | of the LORD.
6
The LORD is high, yet cares | for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty | from afar.
7
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
your right | hand shall save me.
8
You will make good your pur- | pose for me;
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever;
do not abandon the works | of your hands.

SECOND READING:

Romans 12:1-8

1

C

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and
perfect.
3
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more
highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the
measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and
not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ,
and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the
grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in
teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
C

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

P
C

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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GOSPEL:

Matthew 16:13-20

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who
do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but
others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who
do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living
God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and
blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter,
and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against
it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he
sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
13

P
C
Sit

SERMON
Remain seated
HYMN OF THE DAY

Take My Life, That I May Be

ELW 685

Stand
APOSTLES’ CREED
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
7

born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident of God’s care and aided by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom we confess as the
living God. Prepare your church for its mission in bearing witness to Christ, both here at
home and throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You call forth praises from the far reaches of the universe to the smallest of creatures. Join
our songs to theirs, that a spirit of praise and thanksgiving will arouse us to cherish this
wondrous home you give us. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord. Direct the leaders of countries,
legislators and magistrates, mayors and councils, to walk in your ways. Help leaders regard
those in need with mercy and fulfill your loving purposes in the governance of all people.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, deliver us, and fulfill your
purpose for us. According to your steadfast love, grant healing and wholeness to those who
are bereaved, in trouble or adversity, or sick and in need of care especially... Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
You call us into this community, in which we, though many, are one in Christ. May we
recognize in ourselves and in one another the unique gifts you have given us for the
building up of the church for the sake of the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You are the everlasting Rock from which we were hewn, and you restore your people to
joy and gladness. In blessed memory and hope, we thank you for the lives of our beloved
dead. Bring us with them to our heavenly home. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
8

THE PEACE
P
C

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

While standing in place, we turn to greet one another with a sign of peace.
Remain standing as the Lord’s table is prepared.
Offering plates are placed at the entrance to the sanctuary.
OFFERING PRAYER
P
Let us pray.
C
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours,
and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
Water and word, wine and bread:
these are signs of your abundant grace.
Nourish us through these gifts,
that we might proclaim your steadfast love
in our communities and in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
Lift up your hearts.
C
We lift them to the Lord.
P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
P
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
SANCTUS
C

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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P

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

Lift the bread.
In the night in which he was handed over,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Lift the wine.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

C

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

P

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit; let us pray as Jesus taught us.

LORD'S PRAYER
C

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P
C

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God!

Sit
AGNUS DEI
C

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
10

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
As you share Holy Communion with one another or by yourself, use the words:
“The body of Christ given for you.” as you share the bread
“The blood of Christ shed for you.” as you share the wine
After all have communed, an usher will pick up the communion cups and packaging.
If you are not communing today, you may use this time for meditation and reflection.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.
C
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P
Let us pray.
C
God of the welcome table,
in this meal we have feasted on your goodness
and have been united by your presence among us.
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts
so that we may share your neighborly love with all,
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. Amen.
Stand
BLESSING
P
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
C
Amen.
SENDING HYMN

Oh, Praise the Gracious Power (st. 1, 2, 3, 4)

ELW 651
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DISMISSAL
P
C

Christ is risen. The Spirit is with us.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

No Zoom Room Fellowship Today following Worship
Commemorative Bricks Program Kick-off:
August 28, Apple Fritter Friday – 8:00-10:00am
Drive-by in front of Food Lion for FREE apple fritters and information packet
Tell your friends and neighbors!

August 30, Informational Presentation for So+L
Stay tuned following worship for a short presentation on the Commemorative
Brick program, our fundraising effort for Our PLACE Adult Care Center

Online Bible Study Opportunities
Wednesday, August 26th at 10:00am
BACK to BASICS Bible Study with Pr. Ingrid
A Zoom invitation will be sent by email on Wednesday morning.

Beginning September 3rd
Thursdays at 7:00pm
PERICOPE STUDY with Paul Elbert
Readings arrive by email on Wednesday mornings.
A Zoom invitation will be sent by email
on Thursday morning.
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