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Septemberl3, 2020 Fifteenth Sundayafter Pentecost

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Stand

CONFESSIONAND FORGIVENESS

P Blessedbetheholy Trinity,

Father+ Son,andHoly Spirit,

whose steadfast love is everlasting,

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P God, who is rich in mercy,
loved us even when we were deadin,
and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
C Amen.



GATHERING HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth(st. 1, 2, 5) ELW 879
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%1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,

%2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,

%5 For each per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
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for the love which from our birth o - ver and a-round us lies:
hill and vale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo -ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on  earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly giv'n:

Refrain
o
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Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sac-ri-fice of praise.

Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our
hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior druid.

C Amen.

Sit



THE LESSONS

FIRST READING : Genesis 50:1821
P'Realizing that their father
a grudge against us and pays

approached Joseph, sayiigrour f at her gave
Joseph: | beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming

y

ou. 06 Now therefore please forgive

wa s

dead, J 0 s

us b #Sokheyi n f u

t h1éS

aynstta uct

the cri

Joseph wept whemey spoke to himt8Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him,

nd said, fAWe ar ¥BuhterJleo saesp hy osuari ds |taov etsh.eom, 7
in the place of God®Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for

good, inorder to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing fd8ayhave no fear; |

mysel f wild/ provide for you a
kindly to them.

a

The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God

PSALM:

Psalm 103:113

!Bless thd_orD, | O my soul,

and all that i s |helyrtathd n me,
’Bless thel. orD, | O my soul,
and forgetnotjlal | Goddéds benefits

Swho forgives| all your sins

and heals allyour diseases;
“‘who redeemsyour life | from the grave

and crowns you with steadfasf love and mercy;
*who satisfies your desirg¢svith good things

nd your |itt]

bl ess

so that your youthisrenew¢dl i ke an eagl eds.

%0 LoRD, you provide | vindication
and justice for all who | are oppressed.
You made known yourways to Moses
and your works to the chi| dren of Israel.
8L oRrb, you are full of compas | sion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding if| steadfast love;
you will not al | ways accuse us,
nor will you keep your an| ger forever.
1%y ou have not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us according to| our iniquities.
For as the heavens are higH bove the earth,
SO great is your steadfast love ftihose who fear you.
12As far as the east i$ from the west,
so far have you removed our transgreg sions from us.
13As a father has compassipior his children,
so you have compassion for those who fgaiu, OLORD.

Godods



SECOND READING: Romans 14:112

Welcome those who are weakfaith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions.2Some believén eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetablEsose who eat
must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those
who eat; for God haselcomed thent\Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another?
It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able
to make them stand.

°Some judge one day to be better than another, while othersglidizg's to be alike. Let
all be fully convinced in their own mindéThose who observe the day, observe it in honor of
the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while
those who abstain, abstain in honor ofltbed and give thanks to God.

"We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourséifese live, we live to the Lord,
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
L o r dFordo.this end Christ died drived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead
and the living.

“Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of Gaod.it is written,

AAs | | ive, says the Lord, every knee sh

and every tongue shal/l give praise to G

2So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

P The holy gospel accordirtg Matthew.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35

?peter came and saidftoJ e sus], fdALo
how often should | for
times, but, | tell youseventyseven times.
ZiFor this reason the kingdom of heaven
settle accounts with his slavéd/Nhen he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten
thousand talents was brought to hffiand, as he could not payshord ordered him to be
sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be
made®®So t he slave fell on his knees before
wi |l pay vy c@ndeut @ pity fortim,thgordéof that slave released him and
forgave him the debt®But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow

rd, i f another membe
Flese®s Asaima ntyo alsi m,e vi

sl aves who owed him a hundred denari i ; and

y o u G%hen hi fellow slave felldow and pl eaded with him,
and | wi FButhe efused; than hedwent and threw him into prison until he
would pay the deb8*When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and regadrto their lord all that had taken plaé&.hen his lord
summoned him and said to him, dédYou wicked
pleaded with me**Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as | had mercy on
y o uAdd in angr his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire
debt.3So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother or sister from your heart. o



P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, OChrist.

SERMON

Remain seated

HYMN OF THE DAY God, When Human Bonds Are Broken ELW 603
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1 God, when hu - man bonds are bro - ken and we lack the
2 Through that still - ness, with your Spir - it come 1in - to our
3 You in us are bruised and bro - ken: hear us as  we
4 Send us, God of new be - gin - nings, hum - bly hope - ful
5 Give us faith to be more faith - ful, give us hope to
0 . .
o r—r g ——
\2Y | | F | o | o ? J
J ' ' 1 I |
love or skill to re - store the hope of heal - ing,
world of stress,  for the sake of Christ for - giv - ing
seek re - lease from the pain of ear - lier liv - ing;
in - to life.  Use us as a means of  bless - ing:
be  more ftrue, give us love to go on learn - ing:
0 |
Yy D 1 | | I 1 1
4 — ] - I | | }
%E—H o o 2 2 2
give us grace and make us still.
all the fail -  ures we con - fess.
set us free and grant us peace.
make us stron - ger, give us faith.
God, en - cour -  age and re -  new!
Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929
Music: MERTON, William H. Monk, 18231889
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Sand
APOSTLGEREED
Living togethetlin trustandhope we confessour faith.
C | believe in God, the Fatheralmighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, Gododés onl

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descendednto hell.

y

Son,



On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness osins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those
in need.

A brief silence.

You welcome us when we are weak in faitiphold your church throughout the world;
make it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studiespanitdal disciplines
Help us to mrture newopportunities foreducation and growtto promote peace and justice
in our country and throughothie world Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have compassion
on your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destifocgve, us and

help usto heal, renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our
hearts when we want to settle accounts with violeHed#p us torespond with patience and
wisdom and to embodyour way of lovelLord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Equip us to bng healing and justice wherever harm is dpadividing vindication forthe
oppressedfreang victims of human trafficking and forced labdeliveiing thosewho are

bound by debtHelp us to free those who suffer in body, minggo i r i t elerg,eci al |
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues when
we are tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this congregation a
community ofcompassion showg mercy for one another and for all our neighbors. Lord,

in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who have
showed us faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the tbague
taught us to praise yoluord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through
Christ our Lord.
Amen.



THE PEACE

P The peace of Chrigte with you always.
C And also with you.

While standing in place, we turn ¢peetone another with a sign of peace.
Remain standing as the Lordds tabl e
Offering plates are placed at the entrance to the sanctuary.

OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray.
C God of goodness and growthall creation is yours,
and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
Water and word, wine and bread:
these are signs of your abundant grace.
Nourish us through these qgifts,
that we might proclaim your steadfast love
in our communities and in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our strength and our songAmen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks tthe Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jes@hrist;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and jdimeir unending hymn:

S

prepar



SANCTUS
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Ho-san-na in the high - est, ho-san-na in the high - est.

Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, b. 1937
Adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

Lift the bread.

In the night in which he wasanded over

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this iy body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lift the wine.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for tfeggiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord,;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
C Amen.

P Gathered into one by the HdBpirit; let us pray as Jesus taught us.

LORD'S PRAYER

C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy namethy kingdom come,
thy will be done,on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive thosavho trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation put deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia!
C Thanks be to God!

Sit

11



AGNUS DEl

C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

As you share Holy Communmievith one another or by yourself, use the words
ATeody of Christ given for you. o0 a

s you

AThe blood of Christ shed for you. o0 as

After all have communed, an usher wiltk up the communiacups andoackaging.

If you are not communing today, you may use this time for meditation and reflection.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Letus pray.

C God of the welcome table,
in this meal we have feasted on your goodness
and have been united by your presence among us.
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts
so that we may share your neighborly love with all,
through JesusChrist, the giver of abundant life. Amen.

Stand

BLESSING

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lordés face shine on you with
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C Amen.

grace
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SENDING HYMN O Christ, Our Hope (1, 4, 5) ELW 604
SEEEE e e
z l I ——
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%1 O Christ, our hope, our hearts’ de - sire, cre - a - tion’s
2 How vast your mer - cy to ac - cept the bur - den
3 But now the bonds of death are burst, the ran - som
¥4 Oh, let  your might -y love pre - vail to  purge us
%5 All praise to you, as - cend - ed Lord; all glo 1y
IQ b ud 2, | I
{aned ! - ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ ® .
~ ! : ! ! ! ! ! :
might-y Lord, re - deem - er of the fall - en world, by
of our sin, and bow your head in cru - el death to
has been paid; you reign a - bove at God’s right hand, in
of our pride, that we may stand be - fore  your throne by
ev - er be to Fa - ther, Son, and Spir - it blest through
n } }
L e e s s B
EESSEEEEE i
ho - ly love out - poured, by ho - ly love  out- poured:
make us clean with in, to make us clean with - in.
robes of light ar - rayed, in robes of  light ar - rayed.
mer - cy pu - 1 - fied, by mer - cy pu - 1 - fied.
all e - ter - ni - ty, through all e - ter - ni - ty!

Text: Latin hymn, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806-1876, adapt.
Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561

DISMISSAL

P

Christ is risen. The Spirit is with us.

Go in peaceShare the good news.

C

POSTLUDE

B-48 9/13/2020

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg
under OnelLicense.net ann
721719. New Revised Standard

the Churches of Christ in the United

Thanks be to God.

TODAY: House Blessing at 10:15am

Join us on Zoom at 10:15am

as

Setting 3

ual license.

we

bl

€SS

Carolynos

new home in Raleigh, NC.

Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under

Hymns reprinted by permission

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #A

Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
States of America. Used by permission.

13

Huds



everyone is welcome
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WeeklyOnline Bible Studes

Wednesday, Septemb#é, at 10:00am
BACK to BASICS Bible Study with Pr. Ingrid
A Zoom invitation will be sent by email
on Wednesday morning.

Thursday, September7l at7:00pm
Pericope Study with Paul Elbert
A Zoom invitation will be sent by email
on Thursday morning.
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“Let each of you look out not only for
his own interests, but also for the

interests of others.” -Phil. 2:4

A Three -Part Series on Christianity and Social Justice
Past, Present, Future

An Invitation
For those seeking to be faithful to the racial and other social precepts of the faith of Jesus
key questions arise:
A What is the story of the intermeshing of racism and the Christian faith and the
Church in the history of the United States?
A What is the social justice calling of that faith?
A And where do we go from here?

We will examine these questions in this three-part series: Christianity and Social Justice.

REGISTRATION IS FREE: https://afptonline.org

To register, use the links just above the picture of the speaker(s) for each presentation.

September 13, 4:00 p.m. ET
Christianity and Social Justice:
LookingBacki ThePast............................ with Dr. Robert P. Jones

October 11, 4:00 p.m. ET

Christianity and Social Justice:

Looking Around and Within i The Spiritual Calling . ... .... with Dr. Matthew Fox
and Dr. Luther Smith in dialogue

November 8, 4:00 p.m. ET

Christianity and Social Justice:

Looking Ahead 7 The Future .. ........................ with Dr. David Goatley

FURTHER CONVERSATION

For those seeking to engage in further conversation about this topic, please let Pr. Ingrid

know if you would I|Iike to participate and webd
presentation that works best for everyone.
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