
 

GUIDELINES FOR REOPENING  

SHEPHERD OF THE LAKE WORSHIP SERVICES 

June 28 / Revised December 14, 2020 

 

Objective 

To reopen a single Sunday morning worship service to a limited number of congregants while continuing to 

livestream to others. This is to be accomplished under current COVID-19 Guidelines. 

Seating Capacity and Seating Arrangements 

The sanctuary furniture has been rearranged to accommodate a maximum of 41 attendees; however,  knowing 

our demographic has many singles, seating will likely be less. 

Under this configuration there are 19 pods of 2 chairs with the pods spaced at least 6 feet apart.  There are also 3 

single chairs.  

Reservation System 

• Sign-up Genius on the So+L website; or 

• Make reservations either by phone or email beginning Monday morning for the upcoming Sunday 

service. Reservations will close on Friday at 2 pm. 

• When reservations are filled for Sunday, subsequent callers or emailers who did not get seating will be 

asked if they would like to be on the waiting list and/or sign up for the following Sunday’s service. 

Prior to Attending Worship 

• Each person will self-certify by answering the COVID-19 screening checklist. If you answer YES to any 

of these questions, please do not attend the service. We will email or send a checklist to each household.  

o Do I have a fever? 

o Cough?  

o Shortness of breath?  

o New loss of taste or smell?  

o Have you been within 6 feet of a person with COVID-19 for up to 10 minutes or more?  

o Have you had family or friends visiting from outside the area in the last 14 days? 

Before Worship 

• All surfaces have been sanitized prior to worship. 

• As you approach the church entry, maintain social distancing. 

• Each person will wear a mask during the service. If you do not have a mask one will be provided. 

• Bulletins, offering plate, and pre-packaged communion elements will be located at the sanctuary 

entrance. 

• A masked greeter/usher will direct you to be seated. beginning at the far side of the sanctuary. 

During Worship 

• An air mist sanitation system is in operation during the worship service. 

• Pastor (unmasked) will lead worship from either the lectern or the altar. 

• Lector (unmasked) will read from the lectern.  

• Hymns may be sung by the congregation. Pastor will sing hymns unmasked. 

• Offering plates will not be passed during the service.  

• During passing of the peace, the congregation will remain at their chairs and greet one another with a 

nod or bow. 

• Communion will be offered in the sanctuary as well as for those attending online. 

o Those online may commune with elements of bread and wine/grape juice. 

o Those in the sanctuary will commune using pre-packaged communion elements.  

o Congregants will pick up bulletins and communion elements as they enter the sanctuary. 

o Usher will collect communion cups in a basket after the elements are consumed.  

• After Worship 

• Congregation will depart in the reverse order they entered. Those closest to the narthex depart first. 

• There will be no fellowship gathering at the church following the service. 


