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From the Pastor’s Desk January 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We’re about to turn the page to a new calendar year… for me that means a  
new monthly planner that I can slide into my purse or computer bag. I made my all-important selection from 
the Dollar Tree a couple months ago. I’ve not yet converted entirely to an electronic version, but I’m getting 
there.  
 
The new year is also the time for another all-important selection - a Bible reading plan. In my search, I  
discovered a plan which is new to me and I commend to you: BibleProject Reading Plan.  
 
During this past year, I discovered “The BibleProject” video series which we started using in our  
Back-to-Basics Bible study. We have found the videos extremely helpful in providing an overview of each 
book. That’s why I'm really excited about sharing the BibleProject Reading plan with you.  
 
The mission of the “The BibleProject” is helping people experience the Bible as a unified story that 
leads to Jesus. To accomplish this, the creators of BibleProject produce animated videos that explore the 
books and themes of the Bible.  
  
 Check out this 2 minute video of what BibleProject is all about.  
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFwNZNyDu9k&feature=emb_logo 
 
Bible reading can be overwhelming… you will find this plan and accompanying videos not only helpful, but 
engaging. Here’s an overview:  
- The plan takes you through the entire Bible in one year (or a pace that works best for you). You can begin at 

anytime.  
- You’ll read two or three chapters a day, and sometimes skim through larger portions that contain               

genealogies, census information, etc.  
- One psalm is listed each day for you to pray through slowly, making its words your own.  
- Each day you come to a new biblical book there will be a short animated video to view on BibleProject  

website about that book’s design and message as an introduction. You will also find thematic videos relating 
to recurring topics throughout the Bible.  

  
 Here is the web address to download the Reading Plan:  
 https://bibleproject.com/other-resources/reading-plan/  
 
 Videos are available on the BibleProject website: bibleproject.com   
 
If you are not sure where to begin to read the Bible, this is an excellent place to start. For those who may need 
help finding videos on the website, we will schedule a Zoom session to get you started. Please let me know if 
you are in need of this type of assistance.  
 
God’s peace and love as we begin another year of listening, loving, and learning together. 
Pr. Ingrid 

Pastor Ingrid Schalk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFwNZNyDu9k&feature=emb_logo
https://bibleproject.com/other-resources/reading-plan/
http://bibleproject.com


 3 

President’s Corner 

As my two-year term as council president nears its end, I cannot help but reflect 
back. While our ministry has accomplished so very much and had so many positive 
events take place, the devastating blow of this pandemic has overshadowed everything.  
Here we are, a relatively new church made up of a very vibrant members.  We are used 
to seeing what God wants us to do. We then typically set our goals and then go out and 
see that they get done.  

Then in March it struck. We knew right from the beginning that our  
congregation’s demographic was its biggest target. To everyone’s credit and right from 
the beginning, our congregation said, “We are not going to let this break us.”  We went 
into lock down mode and it was the right call.  

It has been ten long months and we are getting through this. Along the way we 
have accomplished a great deal.  Pastor Ingrid has provided for our spiritual needs with 
full liturgies.   Our bible studies hosted by Paul Elbert and Pastor continued with good 
participation, even bringing in members who had relocated.  What a blessing.  Many of our other groups 
have been able to continue while on a limited basis. The important point is, we have worked together,       
supported each other and, with God’s help, we will come out stronger.  

I wish to thank all the members of our council who have so faithfully served:  

 Jeff Svoboda - our VP who will take over as Treasurer in 2021-22 
 Jim Newman - our very capable Treasurer whose term comes to an end 
 Kandie Shubeck - who continues on as our very dedicated Council Secretary 
 Elaine Nevins - who stepped in as Member at Large when Carolyn Hudspeth moved to North Carolina 
 Bob Panozzo - whose term as Member at Large comes to an end. 
 Ron Clesen - who stepped in as Member at Large when Ken Ballinger relocated. 
 A special thanks for the contributions both Carolyn and Ken made. 
 In addition, the contribution that Maybeth Graening has made as Financial Secretary cannot be           

overstated. 

I will close with special thanks to Sandy Hagan who has been a joy to work with and Pastor Ingrid 
who works tirelessly to deliver God’s word to all of us. 

Yours in Christ, 
Tom Schemberger 

   

   January Birthdays 
  

 2 Sue McDermott 
 3 Pauline Gorsline 
 8 Ron Filbert 
 8 Sara Meilleur 
10  Sue Wuolukka 
10 Jim Wuolukka 
11  Carl Kirts 
26  Sandy Arrowood 
 

               

 Anniversaries 

 

        None 
     

www.shepherdofthelaketn.org 

     Select Worship 

 Sunday Servants 

 Flower Calendar 2021 

 Men’s Fellowship 

 Women’s Fellowship 
 

Tom Schemberger, 
Council  President 
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Our PLACE  - Adult Day Center 
 Due to the sudden passing of Tom Findley, Sunday December 27, 2020, we do not have an update at 
this time other than to report the total donated to the Shepherd of the Lake brick program which is $43,075.
 For those of you who have not made a donation for a brick or have not spoken to your neighbors about 
the fundraiser, please remember that a commemorative or memorial brick makes a great “in memory of” or “in 
honor of” gift!   Thank you,  The Commemorative Brick Team. 

$30,000 $43,075 

$50,000 $60,000 $70,000 $80,000 $90,000 $100,000 

$10,000 $20,000 

The Good Shepherd Center 
 The Good Shepherd board president reports they are no longer taking 
clothing donations until the pandemic is past.  Clients are no longer admitted to 
the building, and as a result, food distribution is handled via drive-up service.  
 To conform with this policy, So+L has transitioned our support for Good 
Shepherd Center from purchasing items such as coffee and to providing staples 
such as flour, sugar, cornmeal, as well as providing healthy food for children.  
Your continuing support for Good Shepherd via the So+L fund allows us the 
flexibility to help them with their changing needs. 
 Due to increasing unemployment in the area, many more clients will be served.  Consider making a 
financial contribution to Good Shepherd either via So+L or directly to Good Shepherd Center,  
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Small Group Book Club 

 

 

 

 

 

In January a small group from So+L plan to join in an 
exploration of  the writings theologian  
Howard Thurman. A new book, "Anchored in the  
Current: Discovering Howard Thurman as Educator, 
Activist, Guide, and Prophet" edited by  
Gregory C. Ellison II (available on Amazon), allows 
varied authors to explore the writings of Thurman and 
tell of the affect he had on their ministry and  
scholarship. This book is readable by all and  
introduces an influential American Christian thinker. 

We will meet via zoom on Thursday mornings at  
11am starting January 14, reading and discussing a  
chapter each week. All church members, and  
community friends are invited to participate. 
Call the church at 865-816-4756, Lillestolens  
(865) 603-9467 or Pastor Ingrid to ask questions or 
indicate you'll join in! 
 

Christmas Cookie Boxes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’d like to thank all the cookie bakers, boxers, and 
deliverers for their help with Christmas Cookie  
boxes: Michelle Alt, John Baker, Kandie Shubeck, 
Sue Schemberger, Christine Elbert, Linda Svoboda, 
Susan Kastner, Deb Hatch, Elaine Nevin,  
Jean Clesen. A special thank you to Carol Opsal for 
her hand-stamped gift tags and to Pastor Ingrid for 
her Christmas Joy tree ornaments. We all hope you 
were surprised with this little gift of love from your 
Shepherd of the Lake family.    Donna Navratil 

Christmas at Kiddie Kingdom 
 

Three little elves put these packages together and  
delivered them to Kiddie Kingdom to bless the   
children: Deb Hatch, Jan Panozzo, and Penny Hatt. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACT Group Home  
With Santa Claus 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This was a fun time to see the ladies filled with 
joy and having Santa present. The gingerbread 
houses were done to perfection and every 
one was declared a winner. 
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Save The Date… 

Epiphany House Blessing: Chalking the Door  

The festival of Epiphany, January 6, celebrates the revelation of Christ to all 
nations marked by the visitation of the magi to the child Jesus.  For some, 
Epiphany has become a traditional time for an annual house blessing.  Gather-
ing outside the house, Christians use chalk to mark the door frame of their 
home with the year, and the letters, C, M, and B, the initials for the supposed 
names of the Magi: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar.  These initials may also 
stand for the Latin phrase Christe mansionem benedicat, which means “Christ, 
bless this house.” Chalking the Door refers to the marks inscribed above the 
entrance door: 20 + C + M + B + 21.  

A Liturgy for Chalking the Door and chalk are available in the  
church office during office hours. 

  

 The Church Council will conduct the Annual Congregational Meeting, on Sunday, January 24,  
following worship. We plan on using the Zoom media as one of the communication devices for the safety 
of the people. A limited number of people will meet in the sanctuary. 
 
 Agenda items of importance will be: 
     1. Approval of the 2021 proposed budget. 
     2. Approval of the Constitutional Amendment (DRAFT ) regarding electronic voting procedure. 
                3. Election of officers for 2021 
  President  Steve Dormer  2021-2022 
  Vice President  Debora Hatch   2021-2022 
  Treasurer  Jeff Svoboda  2021-2022 
  Member-at-Large Mike Kemper  2021-2022 
 
 A copy of the Proposed Amendment to the Congregation’s Constitution (item 2) will be provided 
in advance of the meeting for your review. The method of balloting for the above will be provided  after 
the Church Council meeting on Tuesday, January 12, 2021. 

Annual Church Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, January 24 following worship. 
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Building Expansion 3 Ending 

 As we close out 2020, we have much to report on the progress of our renovation work.  In our last  
report, we talked about starting Phase 3 which would be the new men’s room and widening the hall between 
the narthex and the fellowship hall.  We can report now that most of that work has been completed.  The old 
tile in the narthex and hallway has been removed and replaced with the new brighter tiles.  The hall has been 
widened.  It gives the appearance now that the narthex is much larger than before.  The men’s room has been 
reworked and retiled.  During the first week of January, the toilet, urinal and sink will be installed along with 
the new door.   
 The permit for Phase 4 has been issued.  Phase 4 is the renovation of the kitchen and fellowship hall.  
It also includes new outdoor package HVAC units and the removal and consolidation of two electrical panels.  
The crew has started the demolition of the walls in the kitchen, mechanical rooms, Sandy’s old office and the 
hearing aid office.  They will also remove the firewall in the attic which is above the two posts in the old       
fellowship area.  When completed, we can remove the header and two posts.  This will allow us to better  
utilize the room without any obstructions.  New cabinets for the kitchen and serving area will be ordered 
shortly.  We are expecting Phase 4 to be completed in late February to mid March.   Frank Navratil 

Narthex 

Entrance to 

Fellowship Hall 
Men’s Rest Room 

Storage Area 

Pastor’s  

OLD Office 
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Pastor Ingrid’s office 

Fellowship Hall Demolition—Phase 4 

Building Expansion  

 This month we feature Pastor Ingrid and Sandy in their “new digs”! It has finally happened!! You must 
drop by and see our new quarters including the beautiful conference room, family bathroom, counter/copier 
room, and storage. Thank you to Frank, Norm, the expansion team and we want to include Wall to Wall  
construction for doing an excellent job. They have been terrific to work with during this period of  
reconstruction. We would be remiss if we didn’t say thanks to ALL that helped with sanding, caulking,  
painting, setting up the furniture, installing new lighting and helping with the move.  

Sandy’s NEW Office 

Counter / Copy Room 

PHASE 4 

Look what 

they did to 

my old office! 

New Kitchen Area Hallway to Narthex 
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Prayer Ventures—January 

1 Give thanks and praise that God knows intimately our complexities, failures, accomplishments, questions, 
goals and hopes, and still looks upon us with loving kindness, newness and a desire for us to thrive as  
individuals and communities. 

2 Pray for our companion churches and international leaders as they confront multiple waves of the pandemic. 
Ask the Spirit to fill them with hope, resilience and reassurance that our faith in the presence and love of God, 
which we share as siblings in Christ, will unify us in caring for one another and in doing God’s work in the 
world, using our diverse gifts, cultures, languages, resources and perspectives in every circumstance. 

3 Give thanks and praise to God that we are children of God, knowing and testifying to the good news that Jesus 
Christ became flesh and lived among us, and that we have seen the glory of God’s only son, full of grace and 
truth for the world. 

4 National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month  We remember and pray for victims of sex  
trafficking, involuntary servitude, debt bondage and forced labor in our nation and around the world, and we ask 
God’s guidance in caring for victims and actively working to end this abuse, injustice and oppression. 

5 Pray for Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton, members of the ELCA Church Council and the Conference of Bishops. 
Give thanks for their humble service, their faith in Christ, their leadership and gifts, and their commitment to 
wrestle with difficult decisions and issues for the sake of the church and the world. 

6 Epiphany  As people of faith, we are not immune from wondering about God, Jesus Christ and the Spirit. Pray 
that God will be patient with us, illuminating the truth of who we are as baptized children of God and the reality 
and certainty of the good news of Jesus Christ, the true Son of God, our Savior, Messiah, Redeemer and teacher. 

7 As the pandemic continues, pray for doctors, nurses, emergency responders and health care workers who need 
renewal, strength and our gratitude and recognition as they continue to serve at great personal risk and sacrifice 
for the sake of our health and well-being. 

8 Give thanks for the people in our lives who inspire hope, faith and courage, and whose words and actions 
touch us, teach us the meaning of grace and move us to become bearers of mercy in the world. 

9 In Christ we have received forgiveness of our sins and salvation through God’s unfathomable grace, showered 
upon us every day. Praise God! 

10 Give thanks for God’s love and forgiveness in baptism, which marks the beginning of our journey with our 
siblings in Christ to share the good news, serve all people, grow the church and strive for peace and justice in 
the world. 

11 Pray for parents, students, employees and business owners whose plans and routines change day by day and 
week by week due to the uncertainty of the pandemic, that they might be hopeful, resilient and able to adapt, 
change and endure. 

12 Pray for our faith-based schools, early childhood education programs and day care centers as they provide 
experiential education, social interaction, stability and calm for the youngest of our children, who are often most 
vulnerable during times of uncertainty and anxiety.  

13 God is mighty, majestic and eternal throughout the universe, generously sharing strength and blessings with 
us. Give glory and thanks to God, and shout for joy! 

14 Ask God to help us practice justice, generosity and care for creation, sharing our resources with others who 
have few or who have lost resources or productive land as a result of natural and human-caused disasters.  

15 Pray for the young adults who have applied for a yearlong journey in international service with our  
companion churches and organizations through the ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) program, 
which will resume in 2021-2022 after a time of sabbath during the pandemic. 

16 Thank God for our special relationship with the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), a full communion partner 
with the ELCA since 1997; pray for the church, its members and its leaders, and pray that together we will find 
strength and new resources for the work of sharing the gospel and serving our neighbor, especially in these  
uncertain and challenging times. 

17 Jesus invited Philip to follow him as a disciple, and Philip, in turn, invited Nathanael. Ask God to help us be 
faithful followers, students and, at the same time, disciples eager to invite others to join in God’s good work in 
the world. 
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18 Martin Luther King Day  Today we remember the life, ministry, sacrifice and activism of Martin Luther 
King Jr. Pray that his life and the legacies of others who have fought for civil rights and social reform will 
inspire our own commitment and persistence in working for racial justice, dismantling racism and combating 
white supremacy. 

19 We may argue about what is legal, what we are entitled to or what we have the right to do with our bodies 
and lives. But Paul reminds us that we have been made one with the body and spirit of Christ; we “were 
bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.” Pray that the Spirit will guide us to live with  
humility and deference for who we are in Christ and in obedience to the ways and desires of God. 

20 Inauguration Day  As members of society and the church who represent varied political affiliations and 
perspectives, pray together for our nation’s newly elected president and vice president, that the Spirit will 
grant them wisdom, strength, commitment to serving all people, a deep understanding of justice and mercy, 
and the courage to enact change for the well-being of our communities and nation. 

21 Pray for the ELCA World Hunger Leadership Gathering, an online event happening right now that gathers 
ELCA World Hunger leaders for learning, networking, sharing ideas and planning for our common ministry 
to address hunger and its root causes. 

22 Pray for reconciliation, understanding and renewal in our divided nation so that we might work together 
for justice, compassion and generosity, serving our neighbors in need and the well-being of our communities 
as they struggle with vexing, deep-rooted problems. Ask the Spirit to inspire and guide our lives so that our 
values, decisions, actions and words reflect the gospel, the teachings of Jesus and the ways of God, who is 
good, gracious, merciful and just.  

23 Praise God that, as small and insignificant as we might be in the vast universe, we are wonderfully made 
and God knows every little thing about us and our human ways. 

24 In Scripture we read about Jesus’ simple, personal and compelling invitations to Simon, Andrew, James, 
John and the other disciples to drop everything and follow him. Pray that when God calls us to follow and 
serve, we will respond with faith and trust, even if we do not yet know where God is leading us or what God 
is calling us to do. 

25 Pray for ministries, nonprofit organizations and agencies that serve the daily needs of communities,  
families and individuals; pursue justice and equity; build resilience to cope with disasters and crises;  
accompany immigrants and refugees; and bring the hope and love of Christ where there is despair and  
weariness. 

26 When, like Jonah, we are reluctant to forgive, practice mercy or share the gospel with those we deem  
undeserving, ask the Spirit to help us discern God’s ways, grace and mercy for all people, and to act boldly 
without personal bias. 

27 Lydia, Dorcas and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith  Praise God for the witness and ministry of women of 
the early church. Give thanks for women of all ages and backgrounds who, responding to God’s call,  
continue to use their gifts, life experiences, knowledge and passions to grow the church, serve all people and 
be bearers of hope and healing in the world. 

28 Give thanks for the Lutheran liturgy and worship practices that equip us for daily life, helping us to praise 
God, listen to God’s word and experience unity in the body of Christ. 

29 Give thanks for the self-sacrificing generosity of people who demonstrate their gratefulness for God’s gift 
of life and their concern for their neighbors’ well-being by donating blood, plasma and even organs. 

30 Remember in prayer those who continue to struggle with unemployment, underemployment and job 
searching as a result of the economic and health impacts of COVID-19. 

31 Though our creeds do not speak of Jesus’ teachings, miracles or example, give thanks that, through  
Scripture, the Spirit reveals Jesus to be the source of our redemption and a trustworthy guide, instructing us 
how to live with one another, serve our neighbor and do God’s work in the world today. 
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January 25 

Deadline  for 

February Newsletter 

Online Bible Study Opportunities 

BACK-to-BASICS Bible Study with Pr. Ingrid 

Wednesdays at 10am beginning Jan. 13 (on Zoom) 
 

Small Group Book Study: 

"Anchored in the Current: Discovering Howard Thurman as Educator,  

Activist, Guide, and Prophet" edited by Gregory C. Ellison II  

Thursdays at 11am beginning Jan. 14 (on Zoom) 
 

BibleProject Reading Plan: 
Self-study / Online 


