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PRELUDE         

 

WELCOME 
 
Remain seated 

 

GATHERING 
 

P Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the source of all mercy and the God of all consolation, 

     who comforts us in all our sorrows 

     so that we can comfort others in their sorrows 

     with the consolation we ourselves have received from God. 
 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

P When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. 

We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, 

     so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 

     we too might live a new life. 

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, 

     we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
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GATHERING HYMN   Amazing Grace, (stanzas 1, 3, 4)  ELW 779 

 
 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our brother, Tom.   

We thank you for giving him to us to know and to love  

     as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth.   

In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn.   

Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up  

     in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

     so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call,  

     we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints;  

     through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 41:9b-10 

 

  "You are my servant, 

 I have chosen you and not cast you off "; 

 10do not fear, for I am with you, 

 do not be afraid, for I am your God; 

 I will strengthen you, I will help you, 

 I will uphold you with my victorious right hand. 

 

 The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Revelation 7:9-17 

 

 9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from 

every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne 

and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They 

cried out in a loud voice, saying, 

 "Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!" 
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four 

living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped 

God, 12singing, 

 "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

 and thanksgiving and honor 

 and power and might 

 be to our God forever and ever! Amen." 
13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and 

where have they come from?" 14I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." 

Then he said to me, "These are they who have come out of the great ordeal ;they 

have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 15For this reason they are before the throne of God, 

 and worship him day and night within his temple, 

 and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 

 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 

 the sun will not strike them, 

 nor any scorching heat; 

 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 

 and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 

 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." 

 

 The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-10 

 

P The gospel according to Matthew.  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 

 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

HOMILY          The Rev. Ingrid J. Schalk  
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HYMN      How Small Our Span of Life       ELW 636 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

P Enlivened in the resurrection of Jesus Christ and filled with the Holy Spirit, we 

pray for the whole church and for all who mourn. 

 

P Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together into 

one communion of saints in the body of Christ.  Give to your whole church in 

heaven and on earth your light and your peace.  God of mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection may die 

to sin and rise to share the new life in Christ.  God of mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Give courage and faith to all who mourn, and a sure and certain hope in your 

loving care, that, casting all their sorrow on you, they may have strength for the 

days ahead.  God of mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that, 

where this world groans in grief and pain, your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear 

witness to your light and life.  God of mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Help us in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection of life 

everlasting.  God of mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

P God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus Christ 

destroyed the power of death and by his resurrection has opened the kingdom of 

heaven to all believers.  Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, 

and that neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come, will be able 

to separate us from your love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  

     who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

 

 

PSALM 23  
 

    1The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

 2He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

     he leads me beside still waters; 

    3he restores my soul. 

 He leads me in right paths 

     for his name's sake. 

 4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

     I fear no evil; 

     for you are with me; 

     your rod and your staff —  

     they comfort me. 

 5You prepare a table before me 

     in the presence of my enemies; 

     you anoint my head with oil; 

     my cup overflows. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

     all the days of my life, 

     and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 

     my whole life long. 
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COMMENDATION 
 

P Let us commend Tom to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 

 Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant, Tom. 

Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you,  

     a sheep of your own fold,  

     a lamb of your own flock,  

     a sinner of your own redeeming.  

 Receive him into the arms of your mercy, 

     into the blessed rest of everlasting peace,  

     and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  
 

P The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,  

     the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant,  

     make you complete in everything good so that you may do God’s will,  

     working in you that which is well-pleasing in God’s sight; 

     through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Let us go forth in peace, 

C in the name of Christ. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN         The King of Love my Shepherd Is          ELW 502 
 

 
 

POSTLUDE 
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Thomas “Tom” J. Findley – of Tellico Village, Tennessee, age 

73, passed away suddenly on Sunday evening December 27, 

2020, as a result of a heart attack. 

 

Tom was born in Alhambra, California on December 13, 1947. 

He graduated from Roanoke College, Salem, Virginia. He was 

retired after a successful career of more than 45 years in 

finance. He was preceded in death by his parents, Thomas J. 

and R. Miriam Findley and his sister, Sharon A. “Cheri” 

Findley. He is survived by his wife Lucia, his children Jackson 

and Daniel, his stepchildren, Diego and Daniela, and by his 

grandchildren Naila and Mateo. 

 

Tom was a loving husband, attentive father, doting grandfather and gracious neighbor and friend. 

Where so many of us would stop at the boundary of sympathy for others battered by life, Tom 

led us into the far-country of compassionate action. Much of his time was consumed by the 

founding of Our Place Adult Day Care, Kiwanis Club, the Good Samaritan Center and so many 

more initiatives that transformed his hands into the hands of his Savior. Many of us were 

encouraged to follow him into his passion. 

 

Tom understood in the very marrow of his being how important a diverse and active community 

was. He was a charter member of the Tellico Village Tennis Club and played with the Rusty 

Racquets Program. He was involved as a helping hand as well as a leader in both Tellico Village 

and the broader Loudon County in innumerable activities such as the New Villagers. 

 

It is no surprise that Tom was a very active member of Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church, 

serving as president of the congregation and the various committees and teams that reflect the 

active presence of God. 

 

If we can still describe someone as a Renaissance Man, Tom would be it. He loved cooking, read 

widely, engaged folks with very different perspectives with curiosity rather than judgment, 

travelled to foreign places to visit with ancient history and contemporary people, and all of this 

life lived with his wife and soulmate, Lucia. 

 

The Funeral Service in person, for family only, will be Saturday, Jan. 2 at 1:00pm. The service 

will be live-streamed for others to view online at that time and afterwards at 

http://shepherdofthelaketn.org. 

 

In lieu of flowers please, donations may be made to any of the organizations Tom supported: Our 

Place Adult Day Center (https://www.ourplacetn.org), Good Samaritan Center 

(https://goodsamloudoncounty.org), Kiwanis Club of Tellico Village 

(https://k15626.site.kiwanis.org) or DB Peru (https://dbperu.org). 
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