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Listen and Love 
Listening is where LOVE begins.  

             - Mister Rogers  
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Love, Listening, and Lent 
 
I’m grateful for the abundance of resources 
that ministry partners are sharing as we  
enter another Lenten season during a time 
of pandemic. Our  Lenten devotional from  
Living Compass is one of those resources 
for which I am particularly grateful as we 
prepare for the celebration of Easter. 
 
I also subscribe to “Weekly Words of   
Wellness” written by Scott Stoner, founder of the Living Compass 
Spirituality and Wellness Initiative and contributing editor to our 
Lenten devotional. In mid-February, he shared some additional 
thoughts in his weekly email about the daily reflections on listening 
to ourselves, to our neighbors, and to God, and our own reflections 
on listening in the midst of change and listening as an act of mercy 
and love.  

 
Here is an excerpt from Scott’s February 12 post: 
 

Listening is truly an act of love. If you are wondering what to give someone you love (no need to limit your 
thinking to only romantic love) for Valentine’s Day, there is no more extraordinary gift than the gift of  
listening. This gift will not cost you any money: however, it will require conscious and intentional effort.  
 
Two common practices for those who observe Lent are giving something up and/or taking something on, 
such as a healthy practice of discipline. As I focus on listening this Lent, I will be doing both.  

Here’s what I will be trying to give up: 
- the tendency to interrupt 
- the need to steer conversations back to myself 
- multitasking or being distracted when someone is speaking to me 
- the need to give unsolicited answers or advice 
- impatience when someone is telling a story or relating a experience 
- formulating my response before a person is done speaking 

And here is what I intend to take on: 
- being more comfortable with silence  
- being completely present when someone is speaking to me 
- listening to understand rather than to respond 
- listening with the “ears of my heart” 
- being genuinely curious about what people are telling me by asking 

open-ended follow-up questions and making requests like, “tell me 
more about that” 

- taking more time for prayer and meditation so that I can quiet and center myself enough to make room for 
listening to others 

 
I am grateful for Scott’s insights, illustrating so beautifully how listening, love and Lent are all connected 
for us this year.  
  
God’s blessings as we listen and love, 

Pr. Ingrid 

Pastor Ingrid Schalk 

From the Pastor’s Desk   
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President’s Corner 

  “The favor of the Lord our God be upon us 
  and prosper for us the work of our hands - 
  O prosper the work of our hands!”  Psalm 90:7 

 Our hands may have been a little frozen this past month but the work of the  
congregation has continued, uninterrupted by cold or quarantine.  The annual meeting of 
the Congregation was orderly, well “attended” and achieved all that was necessary even 
though limited to two dimensions.  At its February meeting last week the church council 
heard updates regarding Our PLACE and The House That Mercy Built, a new outreach 
opportunity.  You will receive more information about each of these in the coming 
weeks.  The council also received an update of the building expansion project that,  
despite logistical and budgetary challenges, is moving toward completion.  We are  
fortunate to have dedicated and experienced members overseeing the work and dealing expeditiously with 
the “surprises” that all such projects encounter. 
 In the past few weeks several congregation members approached Pastor Ingrid and council members 
about resuming in-person worship.  The council discussed this matter at some length and agreed  
unanimously to return to in-person worship starting February 21.  Our worship practice will be subject to the  
provisions established last year – limiting attendance to accommodate social distancing, wearing masks at all 
times, communing “individually”, refraining from any contact during service, and observing distancing when 
entering and exiting. 
 Our virtual worship experience has been improved by the use of recently acquired camera equipment 
that allows us to pan and do close-ups among other things.  The Tech Team, formed last year is being trained 
on the use of the equipment and has received encouragement from members who have noticed the  
improvements. 
 Importantly, the council has committed to a comprehensive process to update the strategic plan.  This 
effort will include all members and leaders.  We will also consult SE Synod resources and experts as  
needed.  Council leadership is developing a timeline for the various plan elements that will be communicated 
to all members.  Stay tuned. 
 Our solitude provides opportunity to rejuvenate our prayer lives.  The lack of normal routine and  
human contact affects all of us in subtle ways.   Minute by minute our thoughts may lurch from the  
existential to the trivial.  In such times it is important to remember our source of strength and know, as we 
read in Psalm 145:18, that: “The Lord is near to all who call on him to all who call on him in truth.” 
 Encouraging words… for these times and all times.    Steve    

   March  Birthdays  

 2   Karen Wiley 
 5   Linda Schuessler 
 9   Jodie Corr 
10  Jean Clesen 
14 Bob Nevin 
17 Robert Panozzo 
18 Ingrid Kemper 
23 Barbara Moreau 
27 Amos Hatch  
 
 
                

Anniversaries 

18 JoAn& Wayne Lemke 
20 Pam & Mike Kemper 
22  Deb & Amos Hatch 
29  Bea & Ron Filbert www.shepherdofthelaketn.org 

     Select Worship 

 Reservations for Worship 

 Sunday Servants 

 Flower Calendar 2021 

 Men’s Fellowship 

 Women’s Fellowship 
 

Steve Dormer 
Council  President 
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Our PLACE  - Adult Day Center 

 Final construction plans have been approved for Our PLACE. The 

Board for Our PLACE  is hopeful there will be a ground breaking by April or 

May 2021. They have been receiving bids from contractors and working with 

the banks for financing. They are looking for 3% interest with no prepayment 

penalty. At this time there is $470,000 in the bank to move forward with the  

project. The board has made provisions for expansion should that become  

necessary. 

 The plan calls for three employees: Director, Assistant Director, and Treasurer, There will be  

training for some 26 volunteers to work at the facility on a regular basis. Our PLACE will be able to facilitate 

25 people per day or 80 clients per week. The client rate is expected to be $65 per day. 

 Tom Schemberger has been working with several local churches to come on board with the  

Commemorative Brick program which Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church is sponsoring. We are hoping to 

get regular information on Facebook through our website about this program. Mike Kemper will share with the 

So+L congregation an update on Our PLACE. The So+L Commemorative Brick program has raised $50,000 

to date, and we continue receiving donations from the greater community as well as So+L congregants.  

Remember, this is a great way to gift a brick “in honor of” or “in memory of” to someone special. 

  

 

$30,000 $40,000 $50,000 $60,000 $70,000 $80,000 $90,000 $100,000 $10,000 $20,000 
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Small Group Book Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Shepherd of the Lake small group continues our  
exploration of  the writings theologian  
Howard Thurman. A new book, "Anchored in the  
Current: Discovering Howard Thurman as Educator, 
Activist, Guide, and Prophet" edited by  
Gregory C. Ellison II (available on Amazon), allows 
varied authors to explore the writings of Thurman and 
tell of the affect he had on their ministry and  
scholarship. This book is readable by all and  
introduces an influential American Christian thinker. 

We meet via Zoom at 11am Thursday mornings,  
reading and discussing a chapter each week. All 
church members and community friends are invited to 
participate. 
Call the church at 865-816-4756, Lillestolens  
(865) 603-9467 or Pastor Ingrid to ask questions or 
indicate you'll join in! 

Women’s Fellowship Activities 

 

Upcoming Events  

Brown Bag Lunches— 
please bring your lunch 
and meet at church at 
11:30am. We plan to use 
the space in the Sanctuary  
until the Fellowship Hall 
is available.   

Thursday, March 18,   
Brown Bag Lunch & Ice Cream Social 

You are invited to join us on Thursday, March 18, 
at 11:30am for our next Brown Bag Lunch and Ice 
Cream Social.  Please bring your own lunch: 
ice cream and goodies will be provided.  Social  
distancing guidelines will be in place. Looking  
forward to getting together in person! 

Thursday, May 20—Secret Sisters 

As a secret sister, the goal is to be attentive to that 
person with prayers, small surprises, cards, etc.   

Names will be revealed during our planned garden 
luncheon at Jean Clesen’s home.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

“Navigating Loss”   

Our Women’s Retreat will focus on the topic of 
Navigating Loss. We all have had to deal with 
loss, and many have experienced the loss of a 
spouse or loved one.  This event promises to be a 
time for healing and renewal.  Please plan to join us 
and to invite your friends.   

Donna Marie Todd, a gifted storyteller and retreat 
leader, will provide a warm and inviting approach 
that promises deep encouragement and inspiration 
as we face life’s many challenges.  This day-long 
retreat at So+L is open to women in Tellico Village 
and the surrounding community.  

REGISTRATION FORM ON PAGE 11 
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Hand-Made Greeting Cards 

 Our PLACE is an adult day center which will help 
those with dementia and their families.  One of their volunteers 
has a goal of raising $1,000 and makes handmade greeting 
cards which are now available for purchase at the Shephard of 
the Lake Church Office.  Cards are $6.00 each or five for $20. 
Each card includes an envelope and comes in a cellophane 
sleeve to protect it until you are ready to use.  While there are a 
variety of cards available, most are blank inside so that you 
may use in a variety of ways.  
 Please stop by between 9 - 3 and check out these  
beautiful cards.  It is so nice to receive something in the mail 
aside from bills, advertisements, etc. - and now that so many 
have been stuck indoors, a friendly card can make all the  
difference. 
 Thanks in advance for your support! 

Good Shepherd Center 
 
 I want to thank all of you who responded so 
quickly to the needs of the boys at The Good  
Shepherd Center. As you can see, the boys rack was 
pretty empty, but now is filled!  It is so wonderful 
being part of a congregation that shows what it means 
to love our neighbors!  Some of the clothing was  
given out before it was even hung up!  Thank you for  
helping The Good Shepherd Center to meet the  
clients in their “wilderness”.    
    Kandie Shubeck 

 

House That Mercy Built 

 Women’s Fellowship is taking on a project to help support “The House 
that Mercy Built.”  Our goal is to raise $1,000 to furnish rooms in the newly        
completed house (i.e., dining room, den, classroom, classroom). 
 The House that Mercy Built, in Tellico Plains, is a live-in residence for 
women with drug dependency.  The program describes itself as: “a non-profit, 
faith-based residential program that will provide a safe environment for women 
to be transformed from the inside out.”  This organization has a very high  
success rate as they work with the women living there and support them after 
they leave the residence.  
 Several of us visited the house while it was under construction and  
listened to the women tell their stories and share their before and after pictures.  
We knew at that moment that we wanted to do something to support this worthy 
project. If you would like to help, please make checks payable to So+L  
indicating “House that Mercy Built” on the memo line. Thank you.   Women’s Fellowship 
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 Thank you to the Tellico Village Computer Club for  
recommending an individual that will be helping us out with the website 
enhancements. We will be sharing more of these changes next month. As 
stated last month we are also looking to make changes to our church  
brochure making it more attractive to the reader. 
 Watch for articles in the Mountain Views newspaper in the  
coming next two months. Steve Dormer and Donna Navratil have  
written articles for March and April.  
 Our thanks to Claire Moxim who keeps our advertising on  
schedule with the assistance of Pastor Ingrid providing us with ideas as we 
reach out into the community. 
Communications Team: Claire Moxim, Glenn Froese, Donna Navratil, 

Pastor Ingrid, Steve Dormer, and Sandy Hagan.   

A Congregation’s Lessons From the Pandemic 

 All individuals and institutions have faced challenges in dealing with the effects of the pandemic.   For 
religious institutions, requirements to shelter in place, limit the size of assemblies and observe social  
distancing strike at the core of their purpose and practice.  “Congregation” is both the identity and activity of 
members of a religious community.  Members demonstrate their commitment to their community by showing 
up- most frequently for common worship experience.  When that experience is taken away what do you have?  
That’s the question congregations wrestled with this past year. Most found solutions that allowed them to  
preserve a sense of community if only in a synthetic way. In the majority of cases those solutions were based 
on using technology that, while readily available, was totally unfamiliar to most everyone involved.   
 Our experience at Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church was likely representative of most  
congregations.  When the initial COVID-19 mandates were pronounced we resolved to reach out to our  
members “virtually”. We would make our members “streamers”, “You Tubers” and “Zoomers”.  We formed a 
team of the avid and inexperienced to lead the effort.  Early returns were, at times, comical, though we did not 
think so at the time.  Worship services were streamed without sound, not streamed at all when scheduled or 
streamed with modulations in volume that had home-viewing worshippers reaching repeatedly for their  
remotes.  Our members were patient.  We got better.  Our services stabilized and our “attendance” exceeded 
early expectations.   In a very short time we were holding all our meetings, Bible studies and fellowship  
gatherings via Zoom.  The work of the church continued, though from the start, we have felt the sense of loss 
that comes from our inability to congregate as usual.  
 None of us know when and how “as usual” will make its reappearance. At present we can say that the 
outlook is good.  We can also say that we have learned a great deal from our recent experience. From what we 
have observed of ours and other congregations, people at the ground level have done remarkably well.  
Enthusiasm and commitment to mission has triumphed over reticence and unfamiliarity.  Importantly, at  
Shepherd of the Lake, our members have envisioned new possibilities well beyond the current stop-gap use of 
the technology.  This has led us to invest in better equipment and training even before fully articulating what 
form those possibilities will take.   
 These new tools of ministry have made us eager to expand their use in serving members of our existing 
congregation and in expanding our virtual congregation.  They will never replace the in-person experience of 
being a congregation. In fact, we anticipate that these social contact innovations will facilitate more frequent 
mission-driven in-person contact.  Our Mission Statement defines us a “Christian community sharing God’s 
love with the world.”   In these times we approach that mission with new capability and confidence in sharing 
a message that is for all times.  (Steve Dormer’s article written for Mountain Views) 
 

 

Communications Team 
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Building Expansion 4 
 If you have a chance, stop by the church, and take a peek at the transformation in the  

fellowship hall.  The ceiling has been entirely reworked, plastered and painted.  The new LED lights are  

installed and working.  You will be impressed at how bright the room is now.  The new HVAC ducts are  

installed.  The enlarged kitchen area is painted and awaiting new cabinets.  All the electrical work is installed 

and functioning.  The new tiles have been installed.  You can now walk from the narthex, past the new  

bathrooms, through the new double doors, past the kitchen entrance and right into the fellowship hall all on 

the new tile.   The tile is also installed across the entire kitchen floor. 

 So we are still waiting for the kitchen cabinets.  There have been delays from the manufacturer 

blamed on COVID-19.  No date yet for delivery.  Electrical work for this phase has been completed and the 

HVAC contractor can now complete the system connections.   

 The mandated fire doors are installed in the new large storage area and at the narthex entrance to the 

fellowship hall.  The doors in the narthex will remain open but will close automatically when the fire sensor 

is triggered. 

 We have split Phase 5, the Sanctuary, into 5a and 5b.  Phase 5a is the Sacristy project and Phase 5b is 

the Click corner removal.  Phase 5a has begun and will be completed before Easter.  We will take a pause at 

the completion of Phase 5a.   More to follow on Phase 5b and the new entrance.  
Frank and Norm 

   

Fellowship Hall 

New Kitchen Area 

Entrance to Narthex 

Office entrance 
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Lent: Time to go the second mile  

“If any of your kin fall into difficulty and become dependent on you, you shall support them.”  -Lev. 25:35a 
  

 Thanks to vaccines, we can expect an end to the pandemic this year, but the economic recovery will 
linger much longer.  Our government reports that half the families in our nation lost income in 2020, with 
many of them forced into desperate poverty. 
 Billions of dollars in federal assistance and a moratorium on evictions have helped ease the pain, but 
many are suffering.  The pandemic’s economic victims may include you, your family members, and people in 
your community or congregation.  
 Lent has begun, but it’s not too late to adopt a discipline that may simultaneously help bring you closer 
to God, increase your faith and help your neighbor.  Pray for guidance on how best to respond to the need. 
Here are some ideas: 

Pray. Set aside time each day to talk and listen to God. 
If you can afford to make a financial contribution, give sacrificially to a ministry that‘s helping people get by. 

A food pantry, soup kitchen, homeless shelter, clothing closet. Can you make a weekly donation through 
Lent, and beyond?  

If you cannot afford to make a financial contribution, can you volunteer? Are there special talents – writing, 
online communications, organizing, fund-raising, etc. – that you might be able to donate?  

In your congregation, start or expand a helping ministry. Alternatively, lead your church to become a ministry 
that’s already doing a good job. 

Learn about the needs in your congregation and community, and then educate others. 
Advocate on issues of poverty and economic justice.  
The pandemic’s bruising effects will take years to heal. As God’s people, we can help by praying, serving and 
supporting those in need. –Rob Blezard 

Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church,  
Aberdeen, MD, and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com. 
 

Links to resources: 
The human costs of the pandemic – The Brookings Institution explores the emotional costs of the pandemic 
and finds that the poor are suffering most. What might happen if well-being were factored into economic  
models and public policy priorities? 
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-human-costs-of-the-pandemic-is-it-time-to-prioritize-well-being/ 

 Serving a Wounded World: A Christian Call to Reflection and Action During COVID-19 and Beyond – 
The Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches have jointly issued a brilliant 24-page paper 
calling on God’s people to help in the pandemic. Covid-19 has, the paper says, revealed in stark display hu-
manity’s sins, including racism, oppression, poverty and the gap between rich and poor. A thoughtful essay. 
http://press.vatican.va/content/dam/salastampa/it/bollettino/documentazione-linkata/
ServingWoundedWorld_.pdf 

Covid-19 has left millions of Americans without enough food – This column in USA Today explores the  
pandemic’s impact on families, how charities are struggling to keep up, and how we can help. Good  
information with lots of links to explore further.  
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2020/08/05/covid-19-has-led-surge-child-hunger-heres-how-we-can-
help-column/5580099002/ 

The hunger virus: How Covid-19 is fueling hunger in a hungry world – Oxfam gives us the helicopter view 
of how the pandemic is affecting families across the globe. Become informed and get active. 
https://www.oxfamamerica.org/explore/research-publications/hunger-virus-how-covid-19-fueling-hunger-
hungry-world/ 

Loving Your Neighbor in a Pandemic: A Workbook– Explore and develop a faithful action plan with this  
bible-based resource from Global Ministries, a partnership of the Disciples of Christ and the United Church of 
Christ. https://www.globalministries.org/loving_your_neighbor_in_the_covid_19_pandemic_a_workbook 
 

Stewardship 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
file:///C:/Users/rblezard/AppData/Sharron/Downloads/www.thestewardshipguy.com
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-human-costs-of-the-pandemic-is-it-time-to-prioritize-well-being/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-human-costs-of-the-pandemic-is-it-time-to-prioritize-well-being/
http://press.vatican.va/content/dam/salastampa/it/bollettino/documentazione-linkata/ServingWoundedWorld_.pdf
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2020/08/05/covid-19-has-led-surge-child-hunger-heres-how-we-can-help-column/5580099002/
https://www.oxfamamerica.org/explore/research-publications/hunger-virus-how-covid-19-fueling-hunger-hungry-world/
https://www.globalministries.org/loving_your_neighbor_in_the_covid_19_pandemic_a_workbook
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Registration form on next page. 
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Women’s Fellowship Activities 

Women’s Brown Bag Lunch & Movie 

The Women’s Fellowship has discovered ways to engage themselves even though 

COVID-19 has reared it’s ugly head. They refuse to be boxed up at home and are 

realizing they can do activities with safe social distancing. In February they did 

brown bag lunches, enjoyed the movie “Three Coins in the Fountain”, and  having 

popcorn in the sanctuary. Here are some snapshots of the event. 
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Prayer Ventures—March 

1 Women’s History Month  Give thanks for women throughout history and in our lives who have shared their 
gifts and leadership in the church and society, raised and cared for us, taught us and nurtured our faith, and 
fought for justice, equality and healing. Pray for women everywhere who suffer injustice, demeaning  
stereotypes, violence and poverty, that they will not lose hope but will be delivered from their suffering and 
persecution to live freely and boldly. 

2 Give thanks that we can trust completely God’s promises, love and forgiveness, especially when we feel  
unlovable, unfaithful or uncertain. 

3 The Spanish word amparo means protection of a living creature from suffering or damage. Pray for the 
ELCA’s Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities 
(AMMPARO) strategy, and pray that we will join in serving the most vulnerable children and their families as 
they seek safety and the opportunity to live in welcoming, humane communities and congregations. 

4 Pray for our synod bishops, the presiding bishop and the secretary, who are meeting online for the  
Conference of Bishops. Ask that the Spirit guide and inspire their discussions, prayerful deliberations and  
decisions, which impact the ELCA, the work we do together and the Future Church goals and structure being 
implemented in the churchwide organization. 

5 During our Lenten journey, pray that God will help us reflect on aspects of our life and faith that we find  
difficult to examine and confess, and that we will remember we are always loved and made new through the 
life, suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ — our Savior, redeemer and source of hope. 

6 Ask God to bless and guide our efforts to worship, commune, study Scriptures, socialize and care for each 
other online, and to find safe ways of gathering in person. Give thanks for the inspiration of the Spirit and the 
creativity of our siblings in Christ, who help us envision and practice new ways of being church together. 

7 Pray that the theology, values, traditions and practices of our church and congregations will be centered in 
the good news of Jesus Christ and the ways of God, and that God will guide us back to this center when we are 
distracted or drawn away from our purpose and identity as the body of Christ. 

8 International Women’s Day  Pray for women everywhere, for gender equality and equity, for the elimination 
of gender bias and stereotypes, and for opportunities for women to develop and use their gifts, skills, insights 
and passions without barrier or discouragement. 

9 Pray that in the sign and symbol of the cross we will see the power of God at work for our salvation through 
Jesus Christ — a gift of love and mercy for all people and nations. 

10 Lift up prayers of joy for, and find ways to reach out to, those celebrating birthdays, marriages,  
anniversaries and other special occasions without being able to share those moments with others in person. 
11 Give praise and glory to our wonderful God, whose ways and commands are revealed to us with clarity and 
who is merciful and gracious with us when we stray from them.   

12 Pray that we will continue to gain ground on vaccinating people against COVID-19, especially those who 
are most vulnerable and those who provide essential services for the sake of our health, well-being and daily 
needs, here and globally. 

13 We are a publicly engaged church that participates in God’s work of pursuing justice and peace and of  
restoring and reconciling communities. Give thanks for ELCA Advocacy, ELCA votes, the Lutheran Office 
for World Community and the teachings of our church, which help us to understand the needs of our  
neighbors, equip us for social concerns and encourage us to respond as God calls us to serve and act. 

14 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not  
perish but may have eternal life.” This is welcome news for everyone! Give thanks and praise to God! 

15 Give thanks that God has created us to do good in the world and that, even in complex and difficult  
circumstances, the Spirit is always at work teaching and emboldening us to love and serve our neighbor. 

16 Give thanks that God loves us, hears our pleas — spoken and silent — and grants us hope, comfort and  
relief amid our troubles. Ask that the Spirit will show us how to respond with wisdom, compassion and hope 
when our neighbors experience difficulties. 
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17 Pray for our ELCA missionaries serving alongside companion churches and organizations in Africa,  
including the Rev. Elisabeth Johnson (Cameroon), Anne and Willie Langdji (Madagascar, West Africa and 
Central Africa), the Rev. Alex Lachapelle (Kenya), the Rev. Brian Palmer and  
the Rev. Linda Johnson Seyenkulo (Liberia), the Rev. Lancelot Themba and Kwena Mkhabela (Madagascar, 
West Africa and Central Africa), and the Rev. Amanda and the Rev. Grant Applehans (Madagascar). 

18 Ask God to prepare and equip congregations and communities — physically, emotionally and spiritually 
— to respond to the severe weather that often comes in spring, and to help one another endure. 

19 Give thanks that God, through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, rescues us from darkness, sin, death and all that 
separates us from our loving and merciful Creator. Pray that we will take to heart Paul’s reminder that “by 
grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.” 

20 Thank God for our special relationship with the Reformed Church in America, a full communion partner 
with the ELCA since 1997. Pray for the church, its members and its leaders, and pray that together we will 
find strength and new resources for the work of sharing the gospel and serving our neighbor, especially in 
these uncertain and challenging times. 

21 We grieve the suffering and death of Jesus, yet we also rejoice in his resurrection and the promise of  
salvation that comes with it. Pray that we will follow Jesus wherever he leads us — through challenges and 
joys — and that our lives will glorify God throughout the journey. 

22 Pray for the lay leaders of our church, who respond to God’s call to serve, accept invitations to share their 
gifts and skills, and give of themselves to grow the church, serve neighbors in need, nurture the faith of others 
and equip disciples of all ages. 

23 Pray for God’s mercy and love every day. Ask that God will instill in us joy and hope, create in us a  
faithful spirit, teach us truth and wisdom, and stir gratitude in our hearts for all that God has done and  
continues to do for us and all humanity. 

24 Due to the lasting impact of COVID-19 and the uncertainty surrounding vaccine rollout, the ELCA has  
decided not to send Young Adults in Global Mission volunteers for its 2021-22 program year. Pray for young 
adult applicants who are eager to serve and share their faith, and for the enduring relationships we have with 
our companion churches and partner organizations around the world. 

25 Pray for all those who grieve and suffer the loss of a loved one, friend, co-worker or neighbor, especially 
those impacted by the death of someone from COVID-19.  
26 We see humility, sacrifice and unconditional love in the suffering Jesus endured for our redemption. Pray 
that the Spirit will make us humble, loving servants willing to sacrifice convenience, reward and emotional 
comfort for the sake of sharing the gospel and caring for our neighbors in need. 

27 Pray for our ELCA missionaries serving alongside companion churches and organizations in Latin  
America and the Caribbean, including Albert (Gustavo) Driau and the Rev. Rachel Ringlaben (Argentina and 
Uruguay), Karen Anderson (Chile), Linda Gawthorne (Colombia) and the Rev. Claudia Lopez Ortega  
Nicaragua).  

28 Palm Sunday  Jesus endured persecution, inner conflict, betrayal by his closest followers, arrest and an  
unfair trial leading to his death — all for our salvation and the fulfillment of God’s promises and love. Give 
praise and thanks to the Son of God!  

29 Pray that we might reconcile our differences and embrace, teach and act on our values, appreciating the 
diversity of humanity and our communities, attending to our neighbors in need, practicing mutual respect and 
care, and pooling our diverse gifts, skills and perspectives to change our society, church and world. 

30 Prayerfully reflect on who Jesus is and what we profess to believe about Jesus as Savior, teacher, servant, 
example, source of truth, man and Son of God. 

31 Give thanks to God that “we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses” who support and encourage 
our faith and accompany us in our baptismal journey of service and witness. 
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March 26 

Deadline  for 

April Newsletter 

Online Bible Study Opportunities 

BACK-to-BASICS Bible Study with Pr. Ingrid 

Wednesdays at 10am (on Zoom) 
 

Small Group Book Study: 

"Anchored in the Current: Discovering Howard Thurman as Educator,  

Activist, Guide, and Prophet" edited by Gregory C. Ellison II  

Thursdays at 11am beginning (on Zoom) 
 

BibleProject Reading Plan: 
Self-study / Online 

Check out this 2 minute video of what BibleProject is all about.  
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFwNZNyDu9k&feature=emb_logo 

 
Here is the web address to download the Reading Plan:  

 https://bibleproject.com/other-resources/reading-plan/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFwNZNyDu9k&feature=emb_logo
https://bibleproject.com/other-resources/reading-plan/
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