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We’re ALL Shepherds… 
 
I’m still pondering our scripture texts for Good Shepherd Sunday.  Often, 
when I’m studying the texts in preparation for a sermon, there is much more 
material than I  can possibly include in a reasonable length sermon.        
Sometimes, there’s a really good  illustration or some helpful insight that 
doesn’t make the final manuscript on Sunday morning.  
 This past Sunday was one of those times. There are so many helpful 
images of the shepherd from a variety of perspectives. So, in a way, this a 
continuation of my sermon about shepherds and shepherding… and what 
that might look like in our modern day. 
 
 In an interview, the author of Emotional Intelligence, Daniel Goleman, was asked to talk about 
the power of relationships. 
 

 He said, “Let me tell you about Govan Brown. Govan Brown was 
a bus driver in New York City, He drove a bus up Madison Avenue. I 
once got on his bus. It was a very hot August day, very humid. And I was 
feeling a little irritable, like many people in New York City on a day like 
that. And when I got on his bus, Govan looked at me and asked, as 
though he really cared, ‘How has your day been going?’ 
 And I was shocked because people in New York City usually 
don’t have a direct human encounter like that with someone they’ve  
never seen before. And as I sat on the bus, I realized he’s carrying on a 
conversation with everyone on that bus. And people would get off the 
bus, and he would say again, very warmly, ‘I hope your day turns out to 
be a wonderful day for you.’  
 At the time, I didn’t know his name was Govan Brown. I found 
that out in his obituary in the New York Times years later because they 
said he was the only driver of a bus in New York City who, when he    
retired, had a party held in his honor because he had so many fans.  
People couldn't wait to get on Govan Brown’s bus.  
 Govan was a pastor of a Black Church on Long Island, and he saw everyone on his bus as 
part of his flock. He was tending to his flock… 
 

 
 After the worship service last Sunday, one of our 
members was thinking out loud: “Shepherd of the Lake -
that’s our church name - we’re ALL shepherds, aren’t 
we?” Indeed, we are all shepherds, following the Good  
Shepherd’s lead.  
  
 Grace and Peace+ 
 
  Pr. Ingrid 

Pastor Ingrid Schalk 

From the Pastor’s Desk   

https://convergenceus.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=880d1564e06392011b7a6221e&id=1709747607&e=81ca77cd2a
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President’s Corner 

“But get up and go into the City and you will be told what you are to do.”  Acts  9: v. 6 

Eileen and I drove to New Jersey recently to spend a few days visiting numerous 
friends whom we had not seen for almost a year.  It was a joyous time, a serial food-fest 
with each meal allocated to a particular couple or family.  Our friends dealt with the same 
issues that we struggled with over the past year- quarantining, masking, distancing.   

Additionally, those who are younger than us faced the complications of  
Working at home and schooling at home.   Many admitted to experiencing increased  
anxieties themselves and those with children all observed increased anxiety in their  
children.  In our time together, however, we spent much more time sharing our anticipation 
of the future than we did in recounting the past. 

We can’t put the last year’s experiences in a box and bury them in the back yard.  
They will continue to influence our outlook and attitudes for some time and reside in our 
memories for all our time.  Nonetheless, as Christians we learn to live in anticipation while being engaged in the 
here and now. As congregational members we currently are intent on recreating the elements of our  
congregational experience -- in-person worship, fellowship events, outreach experiences- all of which were      
truncated in the past year.  We eagerly look forward to this.  But there’s more. 

The verse from Acts at the top of the page is a call to action; “But get up and go…” it starts.  From the 
start, this has been an active congregation and one willing to take chances.  This is certainly evidenced in the 
building project that is concluding its first major phase and that will result in a new fellowship hall, kitchen and 
sacristy among other things.  It is also evidenced in our freshly designed website with crisper messaging, updated 
visuals and easier navigation. It is further evidenced in our enhanced video and audio capabilities supported by a 
team of committed volunteers.  In our time of exile and quarantine we have greatly enhanced the tools of our  
ministry.  So, now what do we do? 

We commit our new capabilities and new assets to doing the work of our mission “Sharing God’s love 
with the world”.  This can be done in many ways.  It is the role of our Pastor, our leadership, and each of us to  
discern the best way to accomplish our mission in the patch of earth that we inhabit. Over the next several months 
our church leadership, committees, and members will be engaged in creating a new strategic plan that will focus 
on how to use all our assets and capabilities to expand our mission work.  We will look for input and insight from 
all members as we share information and aspirations.  The first disciples were told to go “…into the City and you 
will be told what you are to do.”  They made that trip for our benefit as well as theirs and left a record of their 
works to inspire us.   

They were guided by the command:  “…Go and make disciples of all nations.”  (Matthew 28:19). That is 
a good beacon for our deliberations. 

As we shake the reticence resulting from our recent confinement, we can be thankful for our experiences 
and can look forward to all that lies ahead.  The formation of this congregation is still fresh in the memories of 
many of our members.  It was a profound act of faith that brought us to the place we are now.   We are at an  
exciting waypoint in our journey and though we cannot see lies ahead we can be confident and bold in our actions 
and sure of God’s continued guidance.  Steve 
   

      May Birthdays  

   3  Elaine Nevin 
 11  Christine Elbert 
 24  PK Klingensmith 
 24  Joan Reich      
                

Anniversaries 

   8  Sandy & Lloyd Arrowood 
 15  Shari & Tom Lillestolen 
 31  Mary & David Blanzy 

  

www.shepherdofthelaketn.org 

     Select Worship 

 Reservations for Worship 

 Sunday Servants 

 Flower Calendar 2021 

 Men’s Fellowship 

 Women’s Fellowship 

Steve Dormer 
Council  President 
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Our PLACE  - Adult Day Center 

Good news!  

Both the Episcopal Church of the Resurrection and Trinity United Methodist 
Church are now joining our Commemorative Brick fundraising campaign. Their 
kick-offs will begin in April with Jim Dazzutti from Our PLACE making  
presentations to their congregations. Our PLACE groundbreaking will be in June, 
and the opening is scheduled for the first quarter of 2022. Thanks to our  
congregation for being a part of this important project for Loudon, Monroe, and 
Roane counties.   
Completed fundraisers: 
 Mini-Cooper campaign was a sellout and rumored to happen again at Sloan’s, May 23, from 12-5.  
 Silent Auction goal was $25,000 and they raised $27,000. 
Fundraisers Coming Up: 
 May 24– 29   Pitch and Putt fundraiser at Toqua Golf Club from 10am to 4pm 
 Shop smile.amazon.com  and direct your donations to Our PLACE  
 
          Tom Schemberger  

 

Check out the website for more information about programming and upcoming events:  

www.ourplacetn.org. 

$30,000 $40,000 $50,000 $60,000 $70,000 $80,000 $90,000 $100,000 $10,000 $20,000 

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge2_uaas_lsmi_smi
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Small Group  

Book Discussion 

 
The small group resumes 
meetings on April 29. A new 
book will be introduced: 
Faith After Doubt by  
Brian D. McLaren has been 
chosen for this discussion 
group. The book focuses on: 
Why Your Beliefs Stopped 
Working and What to Do 
About It. 
 
The discussion group will continue to meet via Zoom 
on Thursday mornings at 11am to discuss a chapter 
read each week. All church members, and community 
friends are invited to participate. Call the church at  
865-816-4756, Lillestolens (865) 603-9467, or Pastor 
Ingrid to ask questions or indicate you'll join in!  
 
 

 

Women’s Fellowship Garden Luncheon 
Thursday, May 20, 11:30am 

Make your plans now to attend the  
Garden Luncheon at Jean Clesen’s home.  

All women of the church are invited. Please use 
SignUpGenius to make your luncheon reservation. 

Women's Fellowship: Women's Fellowship Garden 
Luncheon (signupgenius.com)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast  
Saturday, May 15 at 8:30am 

Fellowship Hall 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast will be held in fellowship 
hall with coffee and breakfast items of your choice as 
we fellowship together.  

Tom Schemberger will host the May gathering.  

Go to SignUpGenius and make your reservation and 
select of food you plan to bring.  It will be a great time 
to socialize while safe distancing.   

Men's Fellowship: Men's Fellowship Breakfast 
(signupgenius.com) 

For questions, email Howard Kastner 
(whitkas279@gmail.com) or call Sandy at the church 
office 865-816-4756 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sunday Servants   
Sign-Up Genius 

Please check the Sunday Servants web page and 
volunteer for one of the categories for Sunday’s 
worship. SignUpGenius is being expanded to  
include Greeter and Ushers to the list going  
forward in the coming months. We also encourage 
those who would like to read the lessons in worship 
to sign up as Lectors.  If you have any difficulty  
signing up, please call Sandy at the church office. 
865-816-4756.  
 

Thank you for your willingness to serve. 

So+L Congregation: Worship Servants - 2021 
(signupgenius.com)  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-womens1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-womens1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-mens
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-mens
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-worship3
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-worship3
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The House That Mercy Built 
Ribbon Cutting & Open House 

Sunday, May 16, 2021 at 2:00pm 

 We are invited to attend the House that Mercy Built Ribbon Cutting and Open House. This second 
home is nearing completion. Several of the women from So+L visited 2 years ago and most recently many of 
you have donated to this non-profit, faith-based residential program that will provide a safe  
environment for women to be transformed from the inside out.  
 SAVE THE DATE and make plans to visit on Sunday, May 16. We can form a carpool at the church 
if you are interested. Call the church office at 865-816-4756 and let Sandy know that you are interested in  
attending you will be impressed at the progress River of Life Ministries has made in helping these women get 
a new start to move forward in their lives. Address: 267 Welch Road, Tellico Plains, TN 37385. 

The Good Shepherd Center of Madisonville  

 
 Thank you for your continued financial support. So far this year we 
have  purchased food items for children who were unable to attend school. 
Most recently we have been supplying them with soap since Second Harvest 
has not had soap available. 
 In a recent conversation with Tina, she indicated they would like our 
support to purchase a shipping container that could be used to store seasonal 
clothing, household supplies, and non-food items. Looking at the balance in 
our account, I feel this would be a good asset for them and I hope you all  
concur. 
 Your continuing support for Good Shepherd via the So+L Good Shepherd Fund allows us the  
flexibility to help with their changing needs. Please keep sending checks to So+L and put GSC on the memo 
line. Thank you.   
   Howard Kastner 

Thanks so much from the Sittlers 

On behalf of Bill and Ruth Sittler, we want to thank you for all that 
you have done to help them, from providing meals and drivers and 
especially your prayers to checking in on Ruth’s healing progress. 
 
Your thoughtfulness has been so appreciated. Seeing Ruth & Bill 
back together again has been a gift from God and they are blessed to 
have So+L as their church family. 
 
Thank you, 
Carolyn, Sharon, Andy, & Tim (the Sittler kids) 
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Water To Thrive 

Dear Pastor Ingrid Schalk & Kandie Shubeck,  
 Your support of W2T’s work is greatly appreciated! This email is to thank you for your sponsorship of 3 water 
projects in Uganda in 2020/21 through Water to Thrive, and to provide your project assignment information.  
 Your passion and support will allow us to provide clean water to communities in the Mityana Region of Uganda 
for up to 20 years. Your projects are part of a group of 30 that we are implementing with our partner in this region 
known as Partners for Community Transformation (PaCT), formerly known as Mityana Uganda Charity, in partnership 
with Water to Thrive. These 30 projects will provide daily access to clean, safe water for over 14,079 community mem-
bers in over 3,000 households. 
 To keep you up-to-date on your well's progress, we will continue to provide updates as they become available 
from the field. These 30 water projects should be in operation by the end of Q1 2022 and we should receive the  
completion report from PaCT by the end of Q2 2022, but these dates are subject to change based on the weather and  
logistical challenges our partner may face. In addition, because of construction challenges, a few projects might need to 
be relocated.  
Here is more information about your new project:  
Approximate Date of your donation: 12/17/2020 
  
Country:                             Uganda 
District                                Kikandwa 
Village                                Namwene 
Site Name:                         Kawansenyi 
GPS:                                  Latitude: TBD;   Longitude: TBD 
Number of Beneficiaries*:  232 
Plaque Text:                      Tugabana okwagala kwa Katonda n’abantu be Bambula  
 
Country:                             Uganda 
District                                Kikandwa 
Village                                Namwene 
Site Name:                         Lukiribi 
GPS:                                  Latitude: TBD;   Longitude: TBD 
Number of Beneficiaries*:  323 
Plaque Text:                      Tugabana okwagala kwa Katonda n’abantu be Bambula  
 
Country:                             Uganda 
District                                Kikandwa 
Village                                Bambula 
Site Name:                         Bambula (w/Bambula Primary School) 
GPS:                                  Latitude: TBD;   Longitude: TBD 
Number of Beneficiaries*:  712 
Plaque Text:                      Tugabana okwagala kwa Katonda n’abantu be Bambula   
 *This represents the number of beneficiaries that live within a one kilometer radius of the project. More  
typically, 3-4 times that number of beneficiaries will be using the project regularly. 
 In addition to providing clean, safe water to hundreds of people, your well will significantly reduce the amount 
of time women and children spend collecting water. Women will gain the time they need to take better care of their  
families and engage in income-generating activities. Children will have more time to go to school and be absent less  
often as water-related diseases become a thing of the past. 
 Included in the cost of these projects is hygiene and sanitation training for the community. Training is also  
provided to a local water committee (half women) that will be responsible for keeping the water project in good working 
order, as well as establishing a maintenance fund for on-going sustainability. 
 As the well’s sponsor, you will also receive a final completion report. This report will include pictures of the 
well and images of some of the people whose lives you will have changed forever.  
 If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me.  Your continued support of our mission to bring clean 
water to those in need is greatly appreciated.  We are grateful to have you as a partner as we commit to bring clean water 
to those who so desperately need it. 
Dick Moeller 
Water to Thrive 
512-762-6708 (cell) 

Good News from Water to Thrive!  This is the letter we received with the well assignments.  It is very exciting 
to see how many people’s lives will be changed.  I am also very excited that one of the wells will providing 
safe, clean water to village with a primary school.  Thanks be to God,  Kandie Shubeck 
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Communications Team 
 Hopefully, you have had an opportunity to view the new look  
of our So+L webpage. Many changes have been made and the  
Communications Team is excited about the enhancements. David Leaman 
of Business By Design is the person who made the many changes that were 
reviewed and suggested by the team. 
 The Communications Team is now moving on to other projects  
that are important to get the So+L name out there for those living in the  
Village, those who new to the Village and surrounding areas to let them 
know about Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church. Next on the list is  
updating our church brochure to a more professional look, and to build a 
stronger relationship in the community to draw people to our church. We 
will have a booth at the Farmer’s Market where we will offer bottled water 
labeled with our church name, take prayer requests, and just talk about our 
church. Watch for our articles in the Mountain Views newspaper in May. 

Communications Team: Claire Moxim, Glenn Froese, Donna Navratil, Pastor Ingrid, Steve Dormer, and 

Sandy Hagan. Feel free to share your comments and ideas with any of these team members. 

Women’s Fellowship  

NAVIGATING LOSS RETREAT— WHAT A WONDERFUL DAY 
 

 On April 22, a beautiful event took place at Shepherd of the Lake in our brand new fellowship 
hall.  The ladies of Shepherd of the Lake hosted Donna Marie Todd as she presented the Navigating Loss  
Retreat.  Donna is a storyteller, a Certified Grief Recovery Specialist, the creator of A Widows Tale Podcast 
and author of Navigating Loss: A survival Guide for the Newly Widowed (and a great singer).  While  
focusing on recent losses Donna helped us to understand the nature of all loss, how it affects us and how to 
recover and create a healthy life going forward. 
 
 We were delighted to be able to use our new fellowship facility for the first time.  Major thanks go to 
Norm Schuessler who overcame “some setbacks” to ensure that we could host almost 30 women in our new 
space while socially distanced.  We set up both a breakfast and lunch buffet (from the Apple Cake  
Tea Room) in the narthex and have both the newly expanded and handicapped accessible bathrooms  
available.   

We offer thanks to the many hands who worked to bring this valuable retreat to us. 

Linda Schuessler – invitation and hosting  

Shari Lillestolen – securing Thrivent grant for food 

Carol and Megan Opsal – designing and creating beautiful name tags and bookmarks 

Norm Schuessler – what a guy! 

The So+L Leadership Team for Women’s Fellowship – 

Deb Hatch, Penny Hatt, Claire Moxim, Margie Sumner, Jean Clesen 

And our amazing Sandy Hagan for above and beyond help with EVERYTHING.  

 

SEE PHOTOS ON NEXT PAGE…. 
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Meet Two of the Building Expansion Team 

A team of six people was formed to put the building expansion into motion for So+L. 
They are: Frank Navratil, Norm Schuessler, Howard Kastner, Carolyn Hudspeth,  
Christine Elbert, and  Ron Clesen.  This month we are focusing on two of the team   
players to learn more about life before So+L. 

 

   Frank Navratil was born and raised in Pompton Plains, New Jersey (25 miles 
   west of New York City).  His Dad worked in NYC and Mom was a homemaker.  After 
   high school, Frank attended Newark College of Engineering (now New Jersey Institute 
   of Technology), graduating in 1974 with a BS in Industrial Engineering.  Donna and 
   Frank met while in college and were married in 1974 when he began a career with 
   Eaton Corporation, first as sales engineer in northern New Jersey, followed by a  

  marketing position in Milwaukee in 1981.    In 1994, the Navratils moved to Pittsburgh, 
and    remained there until retirement from Eaton in 2007.  After four years of retirement, I 
   did a 5 year consulting assignment focused on international growth for Kirk Key in  

  Canton, Ohio. 
 After several years of searching, we settled in on Tellico Village.  We built our house in 2005.  For the 
next 6 years, we split our time between Pittsburgh and Tennessee.  In 2011 we decided to make it permanent. 
Their family consists of son Doug was born in 1978 and our daughter Darcy was born in 1980. Do you see 
something here? All “D’s”.  Our first boat (I love to fish) was named “Three D’s and Me”.  Doug and his wife 
Megan live in the Pittsburgh area and have 3 children.  Darcy moved to TN in 2006.  She and Matt were  
married in 2017 by Pastor Ingrid and live in Maryville.  Darcy has one son, and two stepsons. 
  I spend time with my cars, either preserving or restoring.  My current project is a 1960 Triumph 
TR3A.  Golf is still there but not as much as I hoped.  Traveling is the other thing we love to do.  I have been 
in 49 states and 50 countries… in China and India 16 times; I stopped counting my trips to Brazil around 40.  
As you wander around our home, you will see memories of all the places we have been. 

Norm Schuessler is a native Texan. He attended Texas Tech on a baseball  
scholarship, majored in Industrial Management with a Marketing minor. For 6 years,  
Norm was a USAF pilot, flying C-130s worldwide and serving one combat tour in  
Southeast Asia flying helicopters. Following the Air Force years, he worked in property  
management, assistant manager of a lumber yard, purchasing management for a  
homebuilding firm. Norm formed a homebuilding company with a partner and built  
custom homes in the Dallas area for approximately 10 years. 

He was hired by Greyhound Bus Lines at their Dallas headquarters to develop and  
implement the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) program for bus terminals.  
Norm later worked for Homestead Studio Suites Hotels in Dallas as their property management person for 22 
hotels. Homestead was purchased by Extended Stay America (ESA) and the corporate offices relocated to 
Spartanburg, South Carolina.  As ESA’s VP of Facilities Management, his team of Nine Regional Facility 
Managers and a Fire Control Systems Manager, handled all property acquisitions and existing hotel  
renovations/upgrades.  When he retired, the company had over 680 hotels in the US, Canada, and  
Newfoundland. 

Norm was the informal transition team leader when Faith Lutheran decided to discontinue supporting 
for what was then called the Lake Campus, and Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church was subsequently 
formed. Norm’s hobbies are woodworking and golf.  He and Linda have been married for 51 years and have 
lived in Tellico Village since 2007, and to quote them “We love it here!”   There are many trips on I-75 to  
visit daughter Melanie, son-in law Jeremy, and grandson Jordan in Michigan. 
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Stewards of our elders’ wisdom 

“Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long 

in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.” –Exodus 20:12 

This month and next, as our culture celebrates Mothers Day and  

Fathers Day, God’s people can make the occasions much more  

substantive than just greeting cards, gifts, and dinners for a few  

select relatives.  

Instead, we can lift up the knowledge, wisdom and perspective that 

we possess from not only the mother and father figures in our own 

circles, but all the older men and women who have enriched our 

communities with their lives and experiences.  

The wisdom of the past has helped people of every age to navigate 

the challenges of their times. Many  

communities in the world honor, respect, and value as “elders” their oldest members.  It’s something we surely 

can use in 21st century North America.  Ours is a time of unprecedented change – both in the sweep of change 

and in the speed at which things are changing.  

Our older members can give us perspective and patience and wisdom. Here are some ideas: 

Engage elders about issues facing you, your congregation and community. Listen deeply. Take notes.  

Enter into their thought world: How do they frame issues? What are their underlying assumptions? What 

sources help inform and inspire them? 

Compare their approaches to seeing the world and navigating challenges with your own. What is helpful? 

What can assist you?  

Learning from our elder mother and father figures may be the best way to not only honor them, but also help 

us find our own way in life. 

--Rob Blezard 

Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, Maryland, and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs 
at www.thestewardshipguy.com. 
 
General Stewardship Resource Websites 

Stewardship of Life Institute– Headquartered at United Lutheran Seminary, this site has a trove of resources 
in areas of congregational and personal stewardship. (www.stewardshipoflife.org) 

ELCA Stewardship Resources– Our denomination’s deep well of materials. (www.elca.org/stewardship) 

Center for Stewardship Leaders – Luther Seminary’s excellent website. (faithlead.luthersem.edu/
stewardship/) 

The ELCA Foundation a ministry of our denomination. (www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation) 

 

Stewardship 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
file:///C:/Users/rblezard/AppData/Sharron/Downloads/www.thestewardshipguy.com
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
http://elca.org/stewardship
http://www.elca.org/stewardship
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
https://www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation
http://www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation
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Prayer Ventures—May 

1 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering online for the assemblies of the 
Rocky Mountain, Northeastern Minnesota, Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana, Pacifica and Greater  
Milwaukee synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in choosing leaders, proclaiming 
the gospel, growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing world. 

2 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering online for the assemblies of the  
Oregon and Arkansas-Oklahoma synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in choosing 
leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an  
ever-changing world. 

3 Throughout Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, give thanks for the rich heritage, gifts, cultures and 
contributions to our nation and church of our Asian and Pacific Islander neighbors and siblings in Christ. Ask 
God to bless and further the work and witness of ELCA Asian and Pacific Islander Ministries and the ELCA’s 
Association of Asians and Pacific Islanders. 

4 Pray for an end to the gun violence that has become commonplace in our country, and ask God for the  
wisdom, will and courage to advocate and work for laws and solutions that honor and protect God’s gift of life, 
for the sake of our neighbors and communities.  

5 Pray that we will be fearless, selfless and generous in our love and concern for one another because of the 
love God has revealed to us through Jesus Christ and the work of the Spirit within us. 

6 Pray for leaders of outdoor ministries and congregational summer ministries as they ponder how to safely 
share the gospel, nurture faith, and serve children, youth and families this summer. 

7 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering online for the assemblies of the New 
Jersey and Sierra Pacific synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in choosing leaders, 
proclaiming the gospel, growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing 
world. 

8 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering online for the Southeastern Minnesota 
Synod Assembly, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in choosing leaders, proclaiming 
the gospel, growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing world. 

9 There is so much talk of love in the gospel message! Ask God to help us live fully the love we know in Jesus 
Christ, and pray that it will shine brightly in the world so all may know that God is love. 

10 Ask God to grant an extra measure of faith, strength, hope, resourcefulness and resilience to those  
recovering and rebuilding after natural disasters and severe weather. Pray that we will listen carefully to them 
and respond helpfully to their immediate and long-term needs.  

11 “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises,” for God has 
done amazing and wonderful things! 

12 Pray that we will not forget nations or regions where conflict, civil war or other turmoil spread violence, 
displacement, suffering and despair; pray that leaders will seek just and peaceful solutions and reconciliation 
and attend to people needing safety and relief. Ask the Spirit to help us respond to these crises, especially 
through supporting Lutheran Disaster Response, ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran Immigration and Refugee 
Service.  

13 Ascension of Our Lord  Give thanks that we have not been left alone in the world to fend for ourselves, but 
that Jesus gives us purpose and that the Spirit equips and guides us to participate in God’s work in the world.  

14 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering online for the assemblies of the 
Northern Great Lakes, East-Central Wisconsin, Southwestern Washington and Saint Paul Area synods, that the 
Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in choosing leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing the 
church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing world. 

15 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering online for the assemblies of the 
Northwest Washington, North/West Lower Michigan and Southeast Michigan synods, that the Spirit will 
strengthen, guide and encourage them in choosing leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing the church,  
serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing world. 
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16 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  Set aside time each day this week to join Christians around the world 
as we pray for unity. Let this year’s theme verse, from the Gospel of John, inspire you: “Abide in my love, and 
you will bear much fruit.” 

17 Give thanks and praise to God that, through the Spirit, we find words to proclaim the good news of Jesus, 
that all who listen may believe and experience new life, joy and freedom in Christ. 

18 Thank God for our special relationship with the United Church of Christ, a full communion partner with 
the ELCA since 1997. Pray for the church, its members and its leaders, and pray that together we will find 
strength and new resources for the work of sharing the gospel and serving our neighbor, especially in these 
uncertain and challenging times. 

19 Ask God to renew our self-discipline, patience, empathy, and spirit of community concern and care as we 
continue to fight the spread of COVID-19 and respond to its impact. 

20 Give thanks that, at some point in our lives, the Spirit opened our hearts and minds to the testimony and 
invitation of our siblings in Christ, that we might be baptized into a new life in Jesus, follow the ways and 
commandments of God and experience the joy of eternal life.  

21 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering online for the assemblies of the 
Northwestern Minnesota, Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast and Southeastern Iowa synods, that the Spirit will 
strengthen, guide and encourage them in choosing leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing the church,  
serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing world. 
22 Pray for teachers and school staff who continue to adapt to changing education dynamics and requirements 
because of the pandemic. Ask God to grant them wisdom, creativity, patience, strength and renewed passion 
for their vocation as they serve students of all ages and abilities. 

23 Day of Pentecost  Praise God that the Spirit is present in our lives, helping us remain faithful, equipping us 
for our baptismal journey, inspiring us to share the gospel, filling us with love and compassion, and guiding us 
in everything we do. 

24 Give thanks for the gifts, traditions, perspectives, insights and leaders of our global companions, which  
enrich our church, ministries and leaders. 

25 The Spirit of God moves and works throughout the world, through every language, culture, human gift and 
life experience, to spread the good news of Jesus Christ and of God’s amazing love for humankind. Praise 
God! 

26 Pray that the Spirit will renew and equip us for the difficult work of understanding, bridging and mending 
the differences and schisms in our communities and nation. Pray that God will make us bold in our witness as 
people of faith, yet humble, empathetic and caring as we listen to and talk with one another. 

27 Give thanks for the Spirit, which helps us when we are weak, sustains our faith when we are uncertain and 
pleads for us “with sighs too deep for words” when we aren’t sure how to speak with God. 

28 Mission Builders is a ministry related to the ELCA that provides opportunities for retired people to use 
their skills and gifts to help congregations, schools, camps and social ministry organizations construct or im-
prove their facilities. Give thanks for Mission Builder volunteers who travel the country to serve the church, 
share their faith and inspire others to service. 

29 As we return to restaurants and other places where we socialize around food, remember in prayer those 
who suffer hunger and food insecurity across our nation and world. Ask the Spirit to strengthen our commit-
ment to end hunger, advocate for our neighbors in need and bring hope and relief. 

30 Trinity Sunday  Pray that God will help us live with and value the Holy Trinity and other mysteries of our 
faith that far exceed our ability to comprehend. 

31 Memorial Day  Remember, mourn and give thanks for men and women in the military who gave their lives 
for justice, peace and the freedom of our country and all nations. 
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Southeastern Synod ELCA / News / Blog 
 

Bishop Strickland Shares Easter Greetings! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

      “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that 
you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, 
but now you have received mercy (I Peter 2:9-10).” 
  
 Recently, I have been involved in a lot of conversations that have centered on, “What does it 
mean to BE the church?”  “Being” church for me is embodying that active verb in all we do and all 
we say.  “Being” church for me, offers an opportunity for each of us to remember that we are, as 
First Peter points out: “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in  

      order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of God who called you out of darkness into God’s 
marvelous light.”  
 Each and every time we gather as God’s people, we get to gather around God’s marvelous 
gifts of grace.  Those gifts of grace nourish us so that we may point others to the mighty acts of 
God.  Often in the church, we become bogged down by defining church by our numbers.  

      Numbers of decline in worship attendance, decline in giving, decline in. . .fill in the blank, and we 
forget to define church as we who have been called to point people to the life-changing,  

      life-giving, and mighty acts of God; inviting others into this mission.  
 As the Use of the Means of Grace points out: “In every celebration of the means of grace, 
God acts to show forth both the need of the world and the truth of the Gospel.  In every gathering 
of Christians around the proclaimed Word and the holy sacraments, God acts to empower the 
Church for mission.  Jesus Christ, who is God’s living bread come down from heaven, has given 
his flesh to be the life of the world. This very flesh, given for the life of all, is encountered in the 
Word and sacraments.” (Principle 51)  
 During this Easter season, may we continue to proclaim the resurrection promise for many 
who only live in a shadow of Good Friday! May we continue to welcome all people to dwell in the 
joy of the empty tomb and to know God continues to call us out of our own tombs. 
 Thank you for what you do in pointing people towards the mighty acts of God and for  

      accompanying people on the journey in receiving the marvelous gifts of the Means of Grace.  
 Thank you for the many ways you live out your God given identity as God’s own people;  

      proclaiming the mighty acts of God! Continue onward there is still work to be done!  
 
     +Bishop Kevin L. Strickland  
 
   

Bishop Kevin Strickland 
 

 

 

 

https://www.elca-ses.org/
https://www.elca-ses.org/news
https://www.elca-ses.org/blog
https://www.elca-ses.org/authordetail/2901822
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All are welcome to view the movie and participate in the discussion to follow. 
 
 

 
Congregational  

Meeting 
Sunday, May 16 

Immediately following Worship 
In-person and Zoom 

 
Agenda 

 

 Final vote on Constitutional  
 Amendment approved in January 
 

 Election of new Council members 
• Treasurer: Ron Filbert 
• Member-at-Large : 
 

 Election of SE Synod Assembly  
 Voting Members 
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May 28 

Deadline  for 

June Newsletter 

 

Online Bible Study Opportunities 
 

Back-to-Basics Bible Study with Pr. Ingrid 

Wednesdays at 10am (Zoom) 
 

Small Group Book Study: 
A new book by Brian D. McLaren:  

Faith After Doubt:  Why Your Beliefs Stopped Working  

and What to Do About It 

Thursdays at 11am (Zoom) 
 

+++++++ 
 

BibleProject Reading Plan: Self-study / Online 

Check out this 2 minute video of what BibleProject is all about.  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFwNZNyDu9k&feature=emb_logo 
 

Here is the web address to download the Reading Plan:  

 https://bibleproject.com/other-resources/reading-plan/  
                                  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFwNZNyDu9k&feature=emb_logo
https://bibleproject.com/other-resources/reading-plan/

