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Five years, spiritual gifts, and friendship 
 
Dear friends in Christ,  
 
It really is hard to believe that it has been five years since I entered the doors of 
Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church to serve as your pastor, your shepherd. 
Thank you so very much for celebrating that milestone with me during our first  
coffee fellowship in our newly remodeled space. What a wonderful way to celebrate 
- it’s been a L-O-N-G time since we’ve had CAKE!! I truly appreciate your cards, 
your conversations and your prayers. We have experienced and accomplished 
much during our time together, continuing to build on a solid foundation. It’s good 
to reflect on the past, but we also set our sights on the future.  
 
Our Vision Team is dedicated to developing a strategic plan (to borrow a term from the business world) 
which involves setting our sights on where God is leading us as a congregation - envisioning where God is 
calling us to be - what God is calling us to do - who God is calling us to serve. With the completion of a  
significant phase in remodeling of our newly acquired space (as well as coming out of COVID), the  
possibilities for ministry are many. However, our facility is not our only asset - we also want to take inventory 
of the many assets among us as members of the body of Christ. To aid in this process, the Vision Team is  
asking each of us to complete a Spiritual Gifts Assessment - either online or hard copy - and returning a copy 
to the church office. Be sure to include your name on the top. If you need assistance, please contact  
Sandy Hagan in the church office. Compiling the assessment results will be helpful for the team’s planning in 
the weeks ahead.  
 
We look forward to the dedication of the renovated areas in the building. At 
that time, it would be very appropriate to name our expanded fellowship 
space. It has been suggested that “Friendship Room” would be very fitting. 
That room is where visitors are welcomed for coffee and conversation, where 
we gather for meals and all kinds of activities - a place where relationships… 
where friendships are formed in the context of a faith community; a place to 
eat together, to learn together, to do God’s work together. Recall how Jesus 
spent time with his disciples doing these very things… and how during their 
last meal together Jesus told his beloved disciples, “I no longer call you  
servants… I have called you friends.” (John 15:15) The Friendship Room 
will be a space where we extend God’s love to others - in essence, offering 
God’s friendship and love to the world.  
 
We are in the process of setting dates for a dedication and an open house for the community. We have much 
to be thankful for and much to celebrate! 
 
With much gratitude! 
Pr. Ingrid 
 

 

“Friendship is one of God’s special gifts to humans.  
Remarkably, friendship is one of the terms God uses  

to describe the relationship God desires with us.”  
 

David Benner, Sacred Companions: The Gift of Spiritual Friendship and Direction 

Pastor Ingrid Schalk 

From the Pastor’s Desk   
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President’s Corner 

Silence and Slow Time 

“For we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s building” 
1 Corinthians 3 

 As we get into the summer season, this year it feels less like a time to re-create 
and more like a time to resume.  We are engaged in re-starting those endeavors and  
activities that were suspended for the past year or so.  There’s a great deal of excitement 
about doing this, as there should be.  Moreover, having served a grim sentence in  
suspended animation we bring new creative energy to duties that may have seemed  
hum-drum in the past.  We Lutherans read the Gospel as a call to do stuff in response to 
its message, not as a license for cozy contemplativeness.   I have heard us described as 
“lunch pail Christians” by one eminent member of our clergy. I like the sound of that.
 As a congregation we are and will be busier than usual this summer.  We are eager to use our new 
space for fellowship and so we are planning activities such as our recent hymn sing toward that end, with 
more new ideas to be realized.  Our council and congregation are engaged in planning for our ministry as we 
look forward to the next few years.  The Communication Team is hatching new strategies for “getting the 
Word out”.   Our members are re-engaged in Outreach and In-reach activities with a desire always to do 
more.  Our Worship team is envisioning means to enhance the worship experience for both in-person and 
virtual attendees.  This and a great deal more is under way.  
 All this is essential and commendable work for any congregation.  We should remind ourselves, 
nonetheless, that our activities are inspired and guided by a God who cares about all we do.  Along with our 
mission-driven work we need to take a breath and listen for the word of God. It is in silence that we have the 
greatest opportunity to hear that Word.  We live in a culture that eschews silence.  Our world is filled with 
continuous messaging and little time for reflection.  In the long days and slow time that come with summer, 
we should take time to listen, unencumbered by our own presumptions. In doing so we renew ourselves for 
the work we are called to by a God who is always with us.   Steve 

      July Birthdays  

   1  Wayne Lemke 
   2  Dennis Hatt 
 11  Steve Dormer 
 15  John Baker 
 20  Jim Newman 
 23  Frank Navratil 
 24  Irmi Newman 
 27  Jim Moodispaugh 
 
 

 
Anniversaries 

   5  Carol & Steve Opsal 
 22  Joan & Scott Reich 
 23  Maybeth & Virgil Graening 
 31  Jean & Ron Clesen 
 31  Sue & Tom Schemberger 

 

    

www.shepherdofthelaketn.org 

     Select Worship 

 Sunday Servants 

 Coffee Fellowship 

 Flower Calendar 2021 

 Men’s Fellowship 

 Women’s Fellowship 

Steve Dormer 
Council  President 
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Our PLACE  -  Adult Day Center 

 On Tuesday June 15 Our PLACE celebrated the upcoming construction phase of the project with a 
groundbreaking ceremony on the property. Our PLACE also secured a construction loan from First National 
Bank of Crossville last week which will allow them to complete the permitting process through the  
Tellico Village Architectural Control Committee and Loudon County. If you drive by the property you will 
notice final surveying has been completed and if all goes according to their plan we should be able to see 
earth moving on the property, scheduled for July 1. Our PLACE is planning to open for operations during 
first quarter of 2022. Our church can take great pride in this accomplishment as we continue to raise funds for 
the project through our Commemorative Brick Program. To date we have raised $63.5k toward our goal of 
$100k and could use your assistance in helping us spread the word to neighbors and other organizations you 
may belong to. Individual donations can also be made to Our PLACE either through a check which can be 
dropped off at the Welcome Center or through their website www.ourplacetn.org.  Although Our PLACE 
with the help of a large bank loan now has the funding to complete construction of the project they are still in 
need of over $200k in operational and payroll funding. In addition, they are also raising funds to help those 
who will not be able to afford the daily rate for this facility which is currently planned at $68 per day so the 
operation can be self-sustaining. The only other major fundraiser in support this project for those suffering 
from Alzheimer’s/Dementia will be by First Baptist Church as their Pastor Charlie Barnard embarks on a 442 
mile bicycle ride down the Natchez Trace in support of the project from July 29 – August 4. Sponsorship 
forms are available currently at the Baptist Church or will be on the Our PLACE website 
www.ourplacetn.org. by Friday July 2, and can be found by clicking on the website’s Cycling virtual banner. 
Let’s continue to support this worthwhile effort to build Our PLACE for our community.  

Check out the website for more information about programming and upcoming events:  

www.ourplacetn.org 

Loudon County Mayor Buddy Bradshaw 

Groundbreaking Ceremony, June 15, 2021 

Volunteer Chairman Jim Dezzutti 

http://www.ourplacetn.org
http://www.ourplacetn.org
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The Kids First Child Advocacy Center (CAC)  

Come to the Water 

 The Kids First Child Advocacy Center (CAC) of the Ninth 
Judicial District in Lenoir City serves children identified by the     
Department of Children’s Services as having been severely physically 
and/or sexually abused.  During the pandemic the number of children 
needing help has risen dramatically.  It has been brought to our      
attention that they have a need for funds to provide gas cards.  Many 
times a family is coming from a distance to the CAC and the price of 
gas becomes a burden on a family budget. Also, grandparents     
sometimes bring the children as well as other members of the family.  
The CAC has requested that donations be made by check with a note 
indicating “gas card fund” as many restrictions are put on the gas 
card. Gas cards are given out in $10 increments and the CAC keeps 
detailed records of their use. If you would like to contribute, please 
make checks payable to So+L with a notation “CAC gas card fund”. 
 

 Children visiting the CAC are given a treat at each visit.  The 
gift closet is taken care of for all children at this time except for 12-17 
year old girls. Items suggested for this age group include lotions, ear-
rings, nail polish, headbands/hair accessories, wallets, books, jour-
nals/diaries and arts and crafts projects.  Items for the girls can be 
dropped off at the church office. 

  

 Through the generosity of many across greater Knoxville, fifty campers will enjoy  
COSMIC CAMPOUT June 27 – July 3, 2021 at Lutheridge, a renowned camp near Asheville NC.  
Come to the Water raises funds to send youth to camp – youth who because of life circumstance may  
otherwise never have the opportunity of a life-changing summer camp experience in a Christian setting. 
 Campers will have experienced a phone-free week of hope, joy, and fun . . . and made new friends. 
This year’s campers include 6th, 7th, and 8th graders from these middle schools: Alcoa, Bearden, Carter, 
Eagleton, Farragut, Karns, Montgomery Ridge, Northwest, South Doyle, and Maryville Junior High. Here is  
another way you can support Lutheran camps: 

Banquet and Fundraiser: October 23 

Mark your Calendar  
. . . for the 2021 Come to the Water banquet and fundraiser on Saturday, October 23 – once again hosted in 
the fellowship hall at Messiah Lutheran Church in Knoxville. Hold the date for an evening of inspiration 
with delight-filled music, delectable dining, and spirited live auction where laughter reigns.  

Questions: coordinator@ComeToTheWater.us 
 

https://ComeToTheWater.us 

Camp is Back! 

mailto:coordinator@ComeToTheWater.us
https://ComeToTheWater.us
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Small Group  

Book Discussion 

 
The small group is studying a 
new book Faith After Doubt 
by Brian D. McLaren chosen 
for this discussion group. The 
book focuses on: Why Your 
Beliefs Stopped Working and 
What to Do About It. 

The discussion group is now 
meeting in person at the 
church on Thursday mornings 
at 11am to discuss the  
chapters read each week. All 
church members, and commu-
nity friends are invited to participate. Call the church 
at 865-816-4756, Lillestolens (865) 603-9467, or  
Pastor Ingrid to ask questions or indicate you'll join 
in!  

This small group will take a break during August and 
resume in September with another book title yet to be 
decided. All are welcome to become a part of this 
small group when we resume.  
 

 

 

 

Women’s July Fellowship 

Ever been to Friendsville, TN? 

Join us for lunch on Thursday, July 15 at the 
Smalltown BBQ for great food and local color. 

We’ll meet at 10:30am at the church to carpool so 
please go to SignUpGenius to sign-up by Sunday, 
July 11. Indicate in the comment box if you can 
drive and how many you are able to take. 

For any questions you may contact: Deb Hatch, 
Penny Hatt, Margie Sunner, Claire Moxim, or  
Jean Clesen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast  
Saturday, July 17 at 8:30am 

Fellowship Hall 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast will be held in fellowship 
hall with coffee and breakfast items of your choice as 
we fellowship together.  

Dave Warfel will host the July gathering.  

Go to SignUpGenius and make your reservation and 
select of food you plan to bring.  It will be a great time 
to socialize while safe distancing.   

Men's Fellowship: Men's Fellowship Breakfast 
(signupgenius.com) 

For questions, email Howard Kastner 
(Howardkastner285@gmail.com) or call Sandy at the 
church office 865-816-4756 
 

MEN’S ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC 
SAVE THE DATE!  

Thursday, October 7 at 5pm 
 

The Men’s Fellowship will be hosting the Annual 
Church Picnic on Thursday, October 7, at 5pm, so  
SAVE THE DATE! They will provide Brats and 
are asking you to bring a dish to compliment the 
meal. This will be held at the Toqua Pavilion. 
There will  be a signup for you to register your  
attendance. More details will follow in the coming 
months. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-mens
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-mens


 7 

Card Making Ministry 

We will be meeting  
on Thursday, July8, 
at 10am in fellowship 
hall where we can 
comfortably social 
distance.  
I hope you all can 
make it and are as 
excited as we are to 
get back to making 

cards! Invite your friends as all are welcome to join us, 
no experience needed.   
 
Any questions, give me a call 
(936-520-2271) or send an  
email csopsal@gmail.com  
  

Carol Opsal  

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Susan Kastner will be leading this group as they  

return to a new normal following the pandemic of 

2020. The group will gather in fellowship hall to knit 

and crochet starting July 8 at10am along with the Card 

Making Ministry. 

Make plans now and put this on your calendar and join 

in the fellowship.  

 

 

 

 

 

Create Your Own Adventure at KARM 

Tell us what your group would like to do at  

KARM Stores. It could be… 

Construction 
Painting 

Clothes Sorting / Receiving Donations 
Donation Drive 

Refurbish Furniture 
Power Washing 

Donation Truck Cleaning 
 

… or something else you think would be fun for your 
group. The KARM team will coordinate the best time 

and location for the adventure you create. 
 

Contact Pr. Ingrid for more information 

Christmas In July Is Back Again!  

Due to the pandemic, we 
did not have the  
opportunity to provide a 
back-to-school outfit for a 
child last year.  This year 
The Good Shepherd  
Center has reinstated the 
program.  Christmas in 

July is a program where you are given a tag with the 
child’s clothing size information and asked to provide 
the following:  one pair of pants or shorts, one shirt or 
top and one pair of shoes.  If possible, you are asked to 
return the items in a backpack with the tag attached.  
Or if you prefer, you can return the outfit in a bag with 
the tag attached.  I have found that one of the hardest 
things about Christmas in July is purchasing only one 
of each requested item.  The reason items per child are 
limited is that often there are multiple children in 
many families, and this creates problems if one child 
gets more than another. We need all outfits returned 
to church no later than Sunday, July 25.    

To get a tag, please contact Kandie Shubeck if you 
have any questions.  

mailto:Csopsal@gmail.com
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Hymn Sing 

Farmer’s Market 

We plan to be set up July 14 
with the Shepherd of the 
Lake booth to show our 
presence in the Tellico  
community.   

We are requesting your  
volunteer support for 2-4 
hours on a Wednesday. The 
job is real easy—just smile, 
talk to people, being a  “blessing” to others,  offer 
them a bottle of cold water with our So+L logo, hand 
out our NEW church brochure, drop a prayer request 
card in the Prayer Request box, and answer questions 
about our church. 

Donna Navratil and Barb Warfel enjoyed visiting 

with the people in other booths at TV Farmer's  

Market.  

Communications Team: Claire Moxim, Glenn   

Froese, Donna Navratil, Pastor Ingrid, Steve Dormer, 

and Sandy Hagan. Feel free to share your comments 

and ideas with any of these team members. 

 

Twenty lively voices came  
together on June 23 for our first hymn 
sing. Sue Schemberger led us in  
singing several old time hymns. She 
also shared some history of the  
composers which broadened our 
knowledge of their music.  
Of course it goes without saying that  
the homemade desserts were  
awesome! 

Follow Us on Facebook 

 

From our HOME page on the website  

(lower left-hand corner). We are posting items of  

interest at the church to help keep you more  

informed of activities that are taking place. 

  

We welcome your comments and suggestions.  

  

 

 

You may contact 

Claire Moxim (the 

expert) or Sandy  

Hagan (B-team) at 

the church office.  

865-816-4756 
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Church Council Member Profiles 

 Pauline Gorsline was born and raised in Libertyville, Illinois, which is 
north of Chicago. She spent 38 years as an administrative assistant at an  
insurance company.   
 Pauline has three children, a daughter who still lives in Illinois with her  
husband and two daughters, and two sons who live here. One son is married 
with a son and daughter, the other son is single.  
 She moved here to be closer to her parents, Joyce and Bill Mincks, her  
sisters who retired here, and of course, her children and grandkids.  She joined 
Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church in April 2018. Pauline helped to start the 
Shepherd’s Table fellowship at So+L. They served lunch, played Bingo and  
other games during the noon hour . She also is volunteering in many areas of the 
church as a Sunday Servant. Pauline likes to paint walls and helped with the  
building expansion.  

 Pauline keeps busy volunteering at the Habitat ReStore, the Good Neighbors Shoppe, and is the So+L 
coordinator for the Friendship Kitchen. Pauline said she also “loves taking long walks with her puppy,  
Apollo”.  
 Pauline is the newest member of the Church Council. We welcome her as Member-at Large. 
 

 Ron Filbert was born and raised in California. After graduating from 
high school he enlisted in the United States Coast Guard and spent most of his 
time on the Oregon Coast. He graduated from Cal State College at Fullerton, 
CA, and joined a public accounting firm in Santa Ana as an auditor. Ron then 
worked for a boat building company in Newport Beach for several years. He 
married Bea in 1974 before relocating to Singapore where he served as  
treasurer with a boat company for 19 years. During this time overseas he was 
not required to do much company travel but he and Bea traveled many parts 
of the world in lieu of annual home leave trips to the U.S. 
 Upon returning permanently to the U.S. in 1995, the Filbert's settled in 
Tellico Village enjoying the many activities and volunteer opportunities. They 
joined Faith Lutheran Church in Farragut where Ron served as the Chairman 
of the Finance Committee and transferred to Shepherd of the Lake in Tellico 
as a Charter Member where he is an occasional usher, lector, offering steward and greeter. 
 In Tellico, Ron has volunteered for 26 years as the Site Coordinator of a group of volunteer Income 
Tax Assistants in Lenoir City preparing Federal and State Income Tax returns for low income and senior  
taxpayers.  
 He has enjoyed meeting many new friends when captaining many USTA Men’s Tennis Teams over the 
years and joined Bea on many recreational biking group trips in the U.S. and Europe in addition to bridge, 
golf, swimming and daily walking in the village.  
 Ron is looking forward to serving as the Treasurer of Shepherd of the Lake taking over for  
Jim Newman. 

Editor’s Note: It is exciting to learn more about our church members through these BIO’s. We are always 
looking for people in the church willing to share their interesting BIO for the newsletter. DO NOT be  
bashful, just send us your information and we’ll be delighted to put it in print. Maybe, it would be interesting 
to have a BIO turned in and YOU guess who it might be. 
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Church Renovation Update 

 Have you seen it??  The church renovation Phase 1 (BIG) is complete!    Final inspections were  
completed in early June, and we have received our Certificates of Occupancy.   
 Come by and take a walk around--poke your head into the new Sacristy; look at the new bathrooms; 
stand in awe of the new kitchen.  Can you believe we now have empty cabinet drawers just waiting for more 
stuff - and that all the drawers will be labeled?  In fellowship hall, we just received 12 new six-foot round  
tables where eight people can be seated comfortably for easy conversation.  We also have functioning  
recycling bins, and a permanent place for coffee and tea pots.  Pastor’s old office is now an organized and  
secured storage room for kitchen supplies, craft supplies, and seasonal items.    
 Enter the conference room through a welcoming etched glass door and you are in a space which  
includes a large table and comfortable chairs as well as a monitor to view presentations and videos.  It is  
currently being used by several groups and is available for small meetings.   
 In the mechanical room off the office area there is space to store cleaning and maintenance supplies.  
Our much-needed new heat and air systems are up and running.  There are LED lights throughout the building 
for energy savings.     
 So, what is left to do?  New exterior signage is now on order.  There will be a new monument-style 
sign placed on the lawn area at the Click end of the building. Three additional signs will be placed on the brick 
exterior near the office entrance, fellowship hall entrance and the Click exterior. Our woodworking group is 
currently designing a permanent coat rack for the Narthex.  The remaining items on the to-do list are adding 
robe storage with a closet in the new Sacristy as well as a closet in Pastor Ingrid’s office for her robes.  
Shelving will be installed for church records in the counter/copy room which is secured.  We will document all 
our building operations in a binder for easy reference.   
 The renovations have been a time-consuming undertaking, but we are beginning to see the light at the 
end of the tunnel.   We all look forward to seeing everyone enjoying our new space and the convenience that 
organized storage will offer.  Welcome!  Welcome!  Welcome!  Frank Navratil and Norm Schuessler 

FELLOWSHIP HALL NARTHEX 

KITCHEN STORAGE 
BUILDING STORAGE/SUPPLIES 
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July 2021 Newsletter Article 

Select the article below, or one of more than four dozen in the Toolkit Newsletter Article Archive.  

Reprint permission is granted for local congregational use. Just copy 
and paste into your newsletter! Please include the copyright notice.  
Other uses please inquire: editor@stewardshipoflife.org. 
 

Stewardship of our bodies 

Then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a  
living being. Genesis 2:7 
 
 If not for the breath of God alive within each of us, our  
physical bodies would be just 100-plus pounds of dead water and  
minerals. Intricate vehicles that carry us through our years, our bodies teem with the holy life that God gives 
us. 
 As sacred vessels of life, our bodies deserve the best care and attention we can possibly give them. As a  
culture, though, we aren’t doing a very good job of it.  
 Though the United States spends more on medical care than any other nation, we consistently rank low 
in overall health. Bloomberg’s 2020 Global Health Rankings put us at Number 35. (The top five: Spain, Italy, 
Iceland, Japan, and Switzerland. Canada was 16.) A prime reason is obesity, which affects 43 percent of 
Americans and contributes to a wide range of chronic health conditions.  
 Of course, genetics plays a big role in everyone’s health, and it’s one of the factors over which we have 
no control. But there are a lot of variables we can work with to increase our health and take care of the sacred  
life-bearing vessels God has given us. 
 For the month of July, pray for God’s guidance to help you care for your body. Consult your doctor and 
read up on diet, exercise, and stress reduction. Ask the Holy Spirit to give you insight and wisdom to learn 
what to do, and then the courage and discipline to follow through. --Rob Blezard 
 
Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, Maryland, and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs 
at www.thestewardshipguy.com. 

General Stewardship Resource Websites 

Stewardship of Life Institute– Headquartered at United Lutheran Seminary, this site has a trove of resources 
in areas of congregational and personal stewardship. (www.stewardshipoflife.org) 

ELCA Stewardship Resources– Our denomination’s deep well of materials. (www.elca.org/stewardship) 

Center for Stewardship Leaders – Luther Seminary’s excellent website. (faithlead.luthersem.edu/
stewardship/) 

The ELCA Foundation a ministry of our denomination. (www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation) 

Stewardship Toolkit 

https://thestewardshipguy.com/newsletter-articles/
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
file:///C:/Users/rblezard/AppData/Sharron/Downloads/www.thestewardshipguy.com
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
http://elca.org/stewardship
http://www.elca.org/stewardship
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
https://www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation
http://www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation
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Prayer Ventures—July 

                                   

1 Give thanks that God is attentive to our prayers, hearing our cries for help, comfort and renewal and our  
expressions of joy, mourning, praise and thanksgiving.  

2 Pray for the adults and young adults applying to volunteer for the 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering; give thanks 
for their eagerness to serve in this ministry, sharing their faith, gifts and time with youth and the adults who 
work with youth. 

3 Ask God to bless and equip newly elected synod bishops as they live into their leadership and ministry  
responsibilities; give thanks for the help and encouragement they receive from leaders and members of their 
synods, who have also responded to God’s call. 

4 Give thanks to God for the gift of freedom we enjoy in our nation. Pray that we will use that freedom 
thoughtfully and responsibly, working for justice and equity to liberate our neighbors—here and around the 
world—who are oppressed or excluded. 

5 Praise God for calling, equipping and entrusting us to do God’s work in the world. Pray for strength,  
boldness and wisdom to proclaim the gospel, overcome obstacles and hesitance, engage others in  
conversations and questions about faith, and serve our neighbors in need. 

6 Pray for individuals and families who are traveling this summer, that God will protect them; that they will be 
immersed in the wonders of creation and be renewed; that they will meet people who enrich their faith and 
worldview; and that they will bear the good news of Jesus Christ wherever they go. 

7 Ask God for mercy and forgiveness when weakness and imperfection tangle our daily life; give thanks that 
God’s enduring mercy and grace renew our faith, no matter what is happening in our lives. 

8 Ask the Spirit to grant us wisdom and insight as we help children and youth recover and learn from the  
pandemic and its social isolation. Pray that they will experience healing and wholeness through interacting 
with peers and adults; enjoying play, school and community activities; and returning to their faith communities 
to rejoin their siblings in Christ. 

9 Pray that we will be humble, but also bold and confident, knowing that the power and grace of Christ  
energize and sustain us throughout our baptismal journey.   

10 Remember in prayer the summer staff serving in ELCA outdoor ministries across the country; ask God to 
renew their spirit, faith and energy at this point in the summer and for the duration of their service. 

11 Give thanks to God for our siblings in Christ throughout history who have sacrificed their lives to proclaim 
the word of God and the gospel, so that all might believe, experience the saving grace of Jesus Christ, know 
true freedom and have eternal life. 

12 Pray for those affected by the Middle East crisis, especially for refugees, people returning to their countries 
and those internally displaced. Pray that God’s healing presence will give them peace, hope and strength in 
their time of need. 

13 Thank God for our special relationship with the Moravian Church in America, a full communion partner 
with the ELCA since 1999. Pray for the church, its members and its leaders, and pray that together we will find 
strength and new resources for the work of sharing the gospel and serving our neighbor, especially in these  
uncertain and challenging times. 

14 Give thanks that, through Jesus Christ, we have been chosen, adopted as children of God and immersed in 
grace, blessings and the truth of God’s intent for humanity and creation. 

15 Ask God to nourish and strengthen the church’s relationships with global companions during this time of 
transition, as we assess how best to work together while continuing to respond to the impact of COVID-19. 

16 Pray that our senses will be tuned to God so that we “hear what God the Lord will speak,” and will be  
obedient and faithful in following God’s word, commandments and ways for the sake of the world. 

17 Ask the Spirit to help us greet our neighbors with hospitality, empathy, concern and hope as we maneuver 
the uncertainty of reopening public places and holding events where people once again gather in person. 

 



 13 

18 Pray that we will respond to God’s call to serve our neighbors in need and share the gospel wherever we go 
with those unique gifts, skills and passions the Spirit has cultivated in us through our education, life  
experiences and communities of faith. 

19 Remember in prayer those congregational leaders and volunteers planning and creating fall programs and 
ministries for all ages that will offer education, service and spiritual growth. 

20 Pray for the Building Resilient Communities team, a collaboration of ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran 
Disaster Response, and for our work together across all expressions of our church as we accompany  
communities from disaster through recovery, ensuring that we and our neighbors can thrive today and  
tomorrow. 

21 Ask God to remind us daily that we live in hope and unity, drawn together as “citizens with the saints and 
also members of the household of God,” with Christ at the center. 

22 Give thanks for synod and churchwide organization staff, neighboring congregations and ecumenical  
partners who, during the pandemic, have supported and assisted congregations and leaders through the  
challenges of adapting to changing circumstances and opportunities, and of continuing to learn and work  
together to help the church grow and thrive. 

23 The work of a shepherd is unfamiliar to most of us, but we all know how it feels to be guided and assisted 
through dark and difficult times, to have our spirit restored when we are weary and to be reassured that we are 
not alone in life. Give thanks and praise to God for being our ever-present, loving and good shepherd and for 
equipping our communities of faith and siblings in Christ to shepherd one another and our neighbors. 

24 Pray for a just, respectful and lasting solution to the long-standing conflict between Palestine and Israel; 
pray for those most vulnerable to the violence, unjust laws, displacement and schisms that stir fear, suspicion, 
abuse and despair; and ask God to bless and sustain those working for peace, justice and healing in the Holy 
Land. 

25 Pray that when we hear stories of Jesus performing miracles, the Spirit will deepen our understanding of 
God’s ways, power, compassion, justice and activity in the world, and that these will guide and influence how 
we live and serve as followers of Jesus, children of God. 

26 Give thanks that our contributions to Mission Support help fund global mission work in leadership  
development, evangelism, ministry support, education, sustainable development, in-country scholarships and 
interfaith relations.  

27 Ask God to strengthen our commitment and guide our efforts to end hunger in our nation and throughout 
the world. We ask for the faith to believe that there will be enough food and resources for all if we let God’s 
justice and generosity influence our own, listen closely to our neighbors in need, deal with the root causes of 
hunger and poverty, and work together to create sustainable solutions. 

28 Who in your community, congregation or family concerns you right now? Pray for their needs and  
well-being, and ask the Spirit to guide you in responding to, caring for and accompanying them. 

29 Pray that with Christ in our hearts and the Spirit in our midst, we will grow in our understanding of God’s 
boundless love and broaden our vision of what we can accomplish as we do God’s work in the world. 

30 Give thanks for volunteers, congregational leaders and professionals who serve older adults in a variety of 
circumstances and settings; care for their spiritual, physical, emotional and social needs; encourage their gifts 
and involvement in congregations; and help them stay connected with life-giving relationships and  
communities.  

31 Give thanks and praise to God for being kind, just, understanding of our complexities, responsive to our 
prayers and needs, and trustworthy in word and deed.  
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Wild Women—Lutheridge 

 Women of faith, when did you last have a chance to nurture your own spirit, body, and mind? What 
could a weekend away with other women of faith create or renew in your life? Imagine having time to enjoy 
God’s creation, recharge, have fun, and explore.  
 Where is God in the midst of the overscheduled days and sleepless nights? How can you be a wild 
woman of faith in this world? Where is a community that can walk with you and Jesus at this time? Wild 
Women at Lutheridge is just the community for you. For over 25 years, Wild Women has given participants 
an experience that empowers, enlightens, and gives rest. Now in 2021, Wild Women is coming to a new and  
exciting chapter.  

“CREATED & CALLED…for a time such as this.” 

 Through the stories of women in the Old Testament, we will explore how God works in us through 
trying seasons. Bring with you your struggles, your hopes, and your joys from this challenging season of life 
we have all been in to be supported, heard, and reflected in the stories of these Wild Women of Faith. 
 Join us at Lutheridge for a Wild Women Weekend and experience the joy of fellowship and faith as 
we learn and grow together. Our comfortable lodging, porches lined with rocking chairs, beautiful grounds, 
and walking trails offer plenty of places to relax, enjoy the outdoors, and socialize.  We have a group of Wild 
Women registering for the weekend of October 8-10.  Sign up now and bring a friend.   

 For more information and to register visit Lutheridge at   
https://lutheridge.org/fall_spring_programs/wild-women-weekends/ 

Shopping available Let’s take a hike! 

https://lutheridge.org/fall_spring_programs/wild-women-weekends/
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July 26 

Deadline  for 

August Newsletter 

 

Bible Study Opportunities 

Back-to-Basics Bible Study with Pr. Ingrid 

Wednesdays at 10am (In-person & Zoom) 

- will not meet during July - 
 

Small Group Book Study: 
A new book by Brian D. McLaren:  

Faith After Doubt:  Why Your Beliefs Stopped Working  

and What to Do About It 

Thursdays at 11am (In-Person) 
 

+++++++ 
 

BibleProject Reading Plan: Self-study / Online 

Check out this 2 minute video of what BibleProject is all about.  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFwNZNyDu9k&feature=emb_logo 

Here is the web address to download the Reading Plan:  

https://bibleproject.com/other-resources/reading-plan/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFwNZNyDu9k&feature=emb_logo
https://bibleproject.com/other-resources/reading-plan/

