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“What can we do for our 
God’s work. Our hands.  

project this year???” 
 
 
  
That’s the question I posed to Sandy, our Office Manager, just last week. It seems we’ve been on the lookout 
for several months - not sure what might be an appropriate project for our congregation this year as we      
continue to deal with COVID. We’ve been distracted by so many tragic situations in our world…  hurricanes 
in Haiti and now the gulf coast, wildfires in the west, flooding in middle Tennessee, evacuation of troops and 
allies from Afghanistan, more COVID concerns….   
 
And then, I received a phone call from our Council President, Steve Dormer, asking if he could make a plea 
to our congregation to help provide safe, clean water to the people suffering in Haiti. And, behold! My eyes 
were opened… the opportunities are right in front of us. Look around… there are so many people and  
communities who are suffering. Our efforts for God’s work. Our hands. are in faithful response to a hurting 
world, to reach out to those who are suffering.  
 
Check out all of the opportunities in this newsletter to serve and give.  Of course, we are not limited to 
these…  I know you are always on the lookout for ways that our congregation can share God’s love with the 
world. I am inspired every time I walk past our OUTREACH bulletin board in Friendship Hall… a visual  
reminder of the many ways that we do God’s work with our hands, not just one day, but every day. It’s in our 
DNA!! For Shepherd of the Lake, God’s work. Our hands. is a way of life.  
 
Grace and Peace+ 
Pr. Ingrid 
 
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— not 
the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.”  Ephesians 2:8-10 
 
 
 

God’s work. Our hands. Sunday, September 19 

Pastor Ingrid Schalk 

From the Pastor’s Desk   
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President’s Corner 

For the Good of the Order 

 “When you meet together, one person has a song, another has a teaching, and 
another has a new truth from God. … The purpose of whatever you do should be to help  
everyone grow stronger in faith.”  1 Corinthians 14:26 ERV 
 
 In the verse above, Paul reminds us that each individual brings unique gifts and 
insights to the worship experience.  In the specific context of this verse, Paul calls for 
sharing those gifts and insights in an orderly way during worship. He gives us a picture 
of early worship services that are energetic and, at times, chaotic.   Paul reminds those 
early Christians that their eagerness and enthusiasm can confound the purpose of  
worship. 
 The pandemic inhibited our in-person gatherings over the past 18 months and may do so from time to 
time in the future.  Virtual worship keeps us connected but is not a substitute for being together.  Pastor     
Ingrid and the church council have dealt with the decisions regarding our worship experience, often with   
imperfect information but always with a bias toward the safety of our members.  Our recent decision to        
re-introduce a mask requirement for in-person worship arose from observations of the trend in local          
infections in Loudon and Knox Counties. In addition, as all know, I had my own experience with infection 
following a trip out of state.   
 We Lutherans like our liturgy and like being proficient participants in its elements, particularly  
singing.  While health concerns require adjustments in our worship practices from time to time we recognize 
that these are temporary departures from a 2000 year old tradition.  Luther is quoted as saying that, 
 “To gather with God’s people in united adoration of the Father is as necessary to the Christian Life as  
prayer.”  Yet, when the plague came to Wittenberg in 1527 Luther counseled his flock to use medicine and 
intelligence and he vowed to “fumigate, help purify the air, administer medicine and take it.”  Luther’s faith 
and realism are a guide for us as we deal with a, thankfully, less virulent challenge.    
 Looking forward, we may find it necessary to introduce other modifications to our worship practice 
as circumstances dictate. We will introduce them in an orderly way. We will not, however,  be distracted 
from our purpose in worship,  “to help everyone grow stronger in faith” as we share our gifts and insights.  
         

            Steve Dormer 

      September Birthdays  

  5  Maybeth Graening 
  8  JoAn Lemke 
10 Marie Phelps 
11 Eileen Dormer 
13 Jan Panozzo 
16 Mary Blanzy 
17 Steve Opsal 
19 David Blanzy 
23 Garnet McDonald 
23  Tim Schalk 
24 Penny Hatt 
25 Dave Warfel 
26 Maria Grimm 
28 Phyllis Mills 
30  Cheryl Mandro 

Anniversaries 

  5  Diane & Dick Sawinski 
  6  Kandie & Charlie Shubeck 
  9  Christine & Paul Elbert 
12  Jodi & Dan Corr 
14  Eileen & Steve Dormer 
14  Pat & Gene Yeager 
 

www.shepherdofthelaketn.org 

     Select Worship 

 Sunday Servants 

 Coffee Fellowship 

 Flower Calendar 2021 

 Men’s Fellowship 

 Women’s Fellowship 

Steve Dormer 
Council  President 
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Our PLACE  -  Adult Day Center 

 Shepherd of the Lake Reaches $100,000 Goal!! 

Last September, under the leadership of Tom Findley, So+L kicked off a very ambitious program to raise 
$100,000 for Our PLACE. We all remember Free Fritter Friday. The idea was to sell “Commemorative 
Bricks” and create a Legacy Garden demonstrating community support for this much needed facility. Well, 
one year later we have exceeded Tom’s goal and Our PLACE is becoming a reality. In fact, construction is 
already a full month ahead of schedule, with the anticipated opening date set for March 15, 2022.  

 Often when a monumental goal like this is achieved there can be a tendency to relax and say, “well 
done”-- perfectly understandable.  However, in the case of Our PLACE, with the additional costs created by 
the building boom we cannot relax. We must continue our efforts and raise even more money to see this  
project to completion. 

  I would like to challenge each member of our congregation to do one simple thing: Commit today to 
talking to your friends and family about a Commemorative Brick as a Christmas remembrance. If we all set 
this new goal, we can raise another $15,000! This means making a conscious effort every day to call or visit 
with someone about Our PLACE.   

  Pick up an “Brick Order Packet” at Sunday’s service or stop by the office to get one from Sandy dur-
ing the week. Then leave that packet on your nightstand and each night pray on who you might talk to the 
next day. They will be grateful that you thought of them and are working to help such a worthy program. 

 Let’s all work just a little bit harder to help Our PLACE, and to honor Tom Findley’s memory.   
    Thanks for your continued support.     Tom Schemberger 

 

Check out the website for more information about programming and upcoming events:  

www.ourplacetn.org 
 

$30,00 $40,000 $50,000 $65,000 $70,000 $80,000 $90,00 $115,400 $10,000 $20,000 
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MILAGRO GALA 

Come to the Water 

 Through the generosity of many across greater Knoxville, fifty campers enjoyed  
COSMIC CAMPOUT, at Lutheridge, a renowned camp near Asheville NC. Come to the Water raises funds 
to send youth to camp – youth who because of life circumstance may otherwise never have the opportunity 
of a life-changing summer camp experience in a Christian setting. Campers experienced a phone-free week 
of hope, joy, and fun . . . and made new friends. Here is another way you can support Lutheran camps: 

Banquet and Fundraiser: October 23 
Mark your Calendar  

. . . for the 2021 Come to the Water banquet and fundraiser on Saturday, October 23 – once again hosted in 
the fellowship hall at Messiah Lutheran Church in Knoxville. Hold the date for an evening of inspiration 
with delight-filled music, delectable dining, and a spirited live auction where laughter reigns.  

Questions: coordinator@ComeToTheWater.us 

https://ComeToTheWater.us 

Camp is Back! 

On Saturday, Sept. 11, at 7pm (ET) the Southeastern Synod Guatemala team is hosting the annual  
MILAGRO Gala to support the MILAGRO Women’s Center in Guatemala.  

The Guatemala Gala will again be an all-virtual event for 2021.  
See the link below 

www.elca-ses.org/ilag   

RibFest Scheduled October 2, 2021, has been cancelled.  

Due to the increasing number of COVID cases in Loudon and surrounding counties, 
the Episcopal Church of the Resurrection has cancelled the October 2 Ribfest.   
Jan Sampson expressed her heartfelt thanks to all who had volunteered to help with 
this event benefitting Habitat for Humanity.   
 

 

mailto:coordinator@ComeToTheWater.us
https://ComeToTheWater.us
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Women’s Fellowship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kahite Grill & Boating, September 23, at 11am 

The Women’s Fellowship is planning to meet on 
the Mountain View Patio (outside the Kahite Grill) 
for lunch on Thursday, September 23, at 11am.  
Following lunch, Claire Moxim has graciously  
offered to take us for a ride on her boat. 

Please use Sign Up Genius (or call Sandy at the 
church office) for the Kahite lunch and indicate if 
you also plan to join the group for the boat outing.  
Thanks! Need a ride?  Contact Deb Hatch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Saturday, September 18 at 8:30am 
Friendship Hall 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast will be held in  
Friendship Hall with coffee and breakfast items of 
your choice as we fellowship together.  

Steve Dormer will host the September  gathering.  

Go to SignUpGenius and make your reservation and 
select the food you plan to bring.  It will be a great 
time to socialize while safe distancing.   

Men's Fellowship: Men's Fellowship Breakfast 
(signupgenius.com) 

For questions, email Howard Kastner 
(Howardkastner285@gmail.com) or call Sandy at the 
church office 865-816-4756 

MEN’S ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC 

POSTPONED 
Thursday, October 7  

 
The Men’s Fellowship Annual Church Picnic  

 HAS BEEN POSTPONED 
due to the increased cases of COVID-19 in the 
Loudon County area. When it is safe to hold this 
event, there will be an email or information in the   
announcements. 
   Howard Kastner 

 
 

Farmer’s Market 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We want to thank the many volunteers that have been a 

part of our presence at Farmer’s Market during the 

summer months. The Communications Team feels this 

has been very worthwhile handing out water, accepting 

prayer requests, and sharing our So+L brochure with 

our neighbors. We will make plans to do this again next 

year.  It has been a very gratifying experience! Thank 

you to all who made this happen.  

Communications Team: Claire Moxim, Glenn Froese, 

Donna Navratil, Pastor Ingrid, Steve Dormer, and 

Sandy Hagan. Feel free to share your comments and 

ideas with any of these team members. 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-mens
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-mens


 7 

 

God’s work. Our hands. Sunday 

 Sunday, September 19  
 

Wear your God’s work. Our hands.  

  T-shirts to the worship service.  

 

 

 
 
 

Card Making Ministry 

The meeting for Thursday, September 9, at 10am 

has been canceled been due to increased COVID 
cases. 

Be sure to mark your calendar to join us Thursday,   
October 14, at 10am in Friendship Hall. Invite your 
friends as all are welcome to join us, no experience 
needed.   

Any questions, give me a call (936-520-2271) or send 
an email csopsal@gmail.com    
     Carol Opsal  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Susan Kastner is leading this group as they knit and 
crochet at the same time as the Card Making Ministry, 
at 10am, the 2nd Thursday of each month in  

Friendship Hall. Canceled for September. 

Make plans now and put this on your calendar and join 
in the fellowship and conversations. 

 

 

Veterans Day  

Cards 
 

The Card Ministry has a 
signup sheet in the lobby 
for men and women   
Veterans to give us their 
info if we don't have it 
already. The information 
sheet will be in the     

Narthex through October.  

If you are a veteran or were in any service for our 
country, attend Shepherd of the Lake, and we don't  
already have your information, please sign the sheet in 
the lobby or call Carol Becker at  865-657-3384 or  
772-233-5833.  
Carol’s email address is carolmb212@gmail.com. 
This card recognition of veterans is also open to close 
family members.  
We will need name, address, and branch/department 
of service. 

Joyce Mincks  
busy knitting a 
prayer shawl. 

mailto:Csopsal@gmail.com
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Blessing the Boards  
On Sunday, September 12, from 2 - 4pm, we are invited to write scripture, prayers and  
blessings on the interior boards of Our PLACE Adult Day Center currently under  
construction (in front of Food Lion) in Tellico Village. The contractor will have the site 
cleaned up and as safe as possible during that time. Simply drop by between 2 - 4pm.  
 

Funds For Floods 
Inspiritus Disaster Relief teams are on the ground, working with local and national partners to 
assist victims of deadly flash flooding in Middle Tennessee this past week.  
Contribute to their relief efforts: Inspiritus (weinspirit.org)  
Or through Southeastern Synod Disaster Relief: Home | Southeastern Synod Disaster Ministry 
(myvanco.com)  
 

Help for Haiti 
We can help make a difference in the Haiti through GT Water by providing water filtration 
systems and related supplies. See page 11 of this newsletter for details on how to contribute 
funds and for donations of personal hygiene and children’s items. Thanks to Steve Dormer for 
sharing the opportunity.  

 

Assistance for Afghanistan Allies 
Inspiritus has a long history of welcoming refugees and Afghan Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) 
holders to Georgia and accompanying them on their journey from surviving to thriving in 
Georgia.  
Contribute to assist resettlement: Inspiritus (weinspirit.org)  
 

Caring for CAC (Child Advocacy Center) 
We have another opportunity to help the Child Advocacy Center in Lenoir City with some 
“hands-on” projects. Their current needs are: 
• Shutters need to be cleaned and painted 
• Clean toys in the lobby (COVID) 
• Weeding  
Weekends are the best times to accomplish these tasks.  
 
We need someone to determine the feasibility of these tasks and coordinate with CAC. 
Darcy (Navratil) Loud is our contact person on-site which makes it even more fun to help 
them out. Please contact the church office if you can help get the ball rolling…. 
 
 

https://weinspirit.org/
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YVZ1/home
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YVZ1/home
https://weinspirit.org/
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So+L Visioning Team 

The Church Council met for a full day retreat on July 21.  Below are some key points from the day’s  
discussions. 

Background: 

• Overall regional growth is forecast to be robust in the five-year planning period - 8% per annum. 
• Loudon County and Tellico Village are significantly “churched” (144 churches, the vast majority Baptist) 
• Tellico Village growth likely to continue for near future.  New villagers will continue to include a large 

Midwestern contingent but also large numbers from West and Texas.  
• Evangelizing should focus predominantly on welcoming those new to the village. 
• Newcomers will look for traditional church programs - music program, adult education  
• In addition, new members will evaluate outreach opportunities that they are familiar with or have a        

particular interest in. 

Some Action Steps: 

• Distribute Questionnaire to determine Congregation’s priorities 
• Hire music director to develop music ministry for the congregation 
• Form property team to manage property and property use 
• Develop integrated Communication Strategy for outreach to newcomers especially those with likely 

ELCA backgrounds 
• Schedule series of Cottage meetings to roll out Vision Statement and plan and obtain congregational   

feedback 

Some Plan Initiatives: 

• Develop comprehensive music program 
• Singles and/or Widows Ministry 
• Adult Education program 
• Implement liturgy/bible-based drama program 

 The Tellico Village pet lovers community will gather on Monday, October 4, 5:30 pm, at the        
Toqua Pavilion, to bless the animals. The pastors at the Community Church at Tellico Village and           
Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church will officiate for this special service. 
 We are asking you to bring pet food, bleach, paper towels, or Dawn (blue) dish detergent donations to 
benefit Loudon and Monroe County Animal Shelters. All pets must be on a leash. 
 If you have any questions, please call the church office 865-816-4756,  Monday though Friday         
from 9-3pm. 

Blessing of the Animals 
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Adopt-A-Class Back-to-School Donation Drive 

   Loudon, Steekee and Vonore Elementary Schools began classes the first week in August.   
       Local families and teachers appreciate donations of school supplies by Adopt-a-Class. 

 
      Donation bins are conveniently located: 

*TV Library Entrance   
*Welcome Center (leave with receptionist) 
*Wellness Center (bench behind front desk) 

*Kahite Clubhouse (near bookshelves) 
 

Needed items include:  *24 pack crayons *Ticonderoga pencils 
*colored pencils *glue sticks *highlighters *loose leaf paper   

*pencil-top erasers *spiral notebooks *fine point dry erase markers   
*tissues *disinfectant wipes & spray *pencil boxes & pouches *  
*zipper bags *individually wrapped candy *dry erase cleaner * 

*Fiskar scissors* etc. 
Adopt-a-Class TN is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization registered in Tennessee. 

       Contact Karen Hamerslag  adopt.a.class.tn@gmail.com or visit https://adoptaclasstn.org  

Help for Haiti - GT Water 

GT Water operates as a not-for-profit ministry dedicated to providing clean water to households in  
Haiti.  It was formed after the devastating earthquake in 2010 to address the dire conditions that followed.   
GT is headed by a close friend of mine-Carl Glaeser- who acts as its CEO. Carl retired several years ago after 
a long career in finance and investment banking and now makes frequent trips to Haiti.  GT has a simple  
model.  It provides durable household filters for homes in Haiti that have undrinkable water.  GT has gone 
through the process of identifying the most effective, easiest to use and to maintain filters.  Each filter costs 
approximately $100 installed. GT employs a Haitian staff that installs the filters and provides follow-up 
maintenance.  Donations are used to buy the filters and transport them via charter plane to Haiti.  GT assures 
that the filters arrive where they are supposed to be delivered.  To learn more about GT Water, please visit its 
website at www.gtwater.org 

In addition to monetary donations to purchase filters GT Water is seeking donations of basic hygiene 
products and select items for children (listed below).  
All donated items are shipped via a Christian Mission Air Freight Service (AGAPE) and are received in Haiti 
by GT Water employees who assure they are delivered to those in need.   

While there is always need in Haiti the recent earthquake has created a crisis.  You can help by making 
a monetary contribution in one of the following ways: 
• Go to www.gtwater.org and make a donation using a credit card or PayPal 
• Go to https://gofund.me/b41acd78 and make a donation as instructed  
• Bring a check to the Church Office made out to Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church and write            

GT Water on the memo line. 

You can also help by donating items from the following list. All donated items should be brought to 
the Church Office by September 10.  We will ship them directly to the Air Freight service and they will be de-
livered in Haiti on one of the scheduled flights (most likely September 19). 

 Needed hygiene items: 
Toothbrushes (individually wrapped) 
Fluoride toothpaste (6 oz. or larger) 
Soap Bars  (anti-bacterial like “Dial") 

Needed items for children: 
Un-inflated soccer balls (size 5 or 6) 
Coloring books 
Colored pencils (pencils only please, because crayons melt).   

 Monetary and/or physical contributions are needed and much appreciated. 
Thank you for your attention and continued generosity.  Steve Dormer 201-306-9291 

mailto:adopt.a.class.tn@gmail.com
https://adoptaclasstn.org
http://www.gtwater.org/
http://www.gtwater.org/
https://gofund.me/b41acd78
https://gofund.me/b41acd78
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Where Did You See God This Week? 

“I saw God at a yard sale for Kairos Prison Ministry”.  Every item 
was a donation to this ministry, nothing had a price on it. We raised 
over $1,000.50 to support incarcerated men, women, youth and their 
families. Sandy Hagan 

“I see God every time I look into my grandson’s face - born 6 weeks 
premature, 3 weeks in the NICU, and born with a cataract in one eye. 
Today he has grown into an inquisitive 3-year.”  Donna Navratil 

This was a few years ago, but it WAS a God moment. “The Lord 
works in a mysterious way!” A suspicious spot on my nightgown in 1997 sent me to my doctor which led to 
a very early breast cancer diagnosis!                Donna Navratil 

God sighting:  I marvel at those tiniest of birds, the hummingbirds, as they hover and drink nectar from the 
blossoms or from our feeder.  These tiny, feisty birds are a reminder of the amazing diversity of plant and 
animal life that God created.  I am grateful that we live where we can enjoy the abundance of nature.        
Linda Schuessler 

 
 
 

I FOUND THE BODY OF CHRIST OUTSIDE OF CHURCH 
Accounts of us finding one another, and God finding us there, too. 

BY JEANIA REE V. MOORE  

 BACK IN FEBRUARY, I volunteered to drop off Lenten kits to members of the church I started  
attending several months earlier. Being relatively new to the city and congregation, having recently moved 
to the area, I was unfamiliar with most of the people on my list, as well as the neighborhoods, street names,  
apartment complexes, and long-term care facility indicating their residences. Assisting with Ash Wednesday 
before the pandemic might have been a fairly routine way of familiarizing myself with fellow parishioners—
one of those innumerable little face-to-face encounters that slowly builds familiarity and trust in a church. 
This year, of course, there was none of that. My volunteer experience was isolated and individual. Ferrying  
containers of ashes, devotional booklets, and craft activities to people’s doorsteps and mailboxes, I saw no 
one, save the care facility receptionist. 
 This almost completely impersonal experience was also the most powerful ecclesial encounter I have 
had throughout the pandemic—the one that felt most like church. 
 During the course of COVID-19’s restriction of in-person worship, I went inside a church only a  
handful of times. Once to say goodbye to the congregation I left when I moved from Washington, D.C.; once 
to get ordained in my hometown; twice to pick up liturgical kits at the church I started attending in my new 
city; and once to guest preach at this church, standing inside a sealed pulpit and preaching to a mostly empty 
sanctuary. All visits, except for the kit pick-ups, were livestreamed. I initially thought that being back inside 
a church after a forced separation would be some awe-inspiring faith moment—like coming home to God. 
What my experience this year taught me is that we never truly left. It sounds cliché, and maybe a bit un-
true—after all, though the church is the body of Christ, the people and not the four walls, Zoom 
is not people. Virtual is just that: virtual. But that difference is precisely what I experienced when making 
Lenten deliveries. Driving to people’s homes, walking along their streets, encountering new neighborhoods 
(or rediscovering old ones, as I did upon realizing that people whose names I had seen only on screen were 
around the corner from me)—with each delivery, I felt like I was drawing invisible lines of connection be-
tween my residence and those of my fellow church members, my body and their bodies, locating us together 
in the world for the first time. It felt like communion. 
 While each moment inside a sanctuary this year was memorable and meaningful, it was outside of 
the church where I found the body of Christ. Church went with us because that is where it lives. Not on 
Zoom, or on the technological platform du jour, but with us. 
 

https://sojo.net/biography/jeania-ree-v-moore
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 Looking into the stories of my cultural and religious ancestors, I see his truth lived out. Spiritual  
displacement is more common than not. In fact, it is more a defining thread linking me with those who came 
before than an aberration disrupting my lineage. Yet, faith continues. Our collective and individual histories 
— long tales of us seeking God — are also accounts of us seeking God — are also accounts of us finding one 
another, and God finding us there, too. 

 
Used by permission. This article appeared in the September/October 2021 of Sojourners Magazine 

Women’s Fellowship 

Night Out on the Town in beautiful Tellico Village 

On August 12, the Women’s Fellowship met for dinner and a play.  Nine ladies gathered at Toqua restaurant 
for dinner.  Afterwards, they thoroughly enjoyed “Suite Surrender” presented by the Tellico Community 
Players.  Penny Hatt 

Front Row:   Penny Hatt        Second Row: Joan Reich, Ruth Mullen, Eileen Dormer 
Third Row:    Judy Davis, PK Klingensmith,   Phyllis Mills, Fran McKnight 

SES—Diversity & Justice 

Please click on link below to register 

https://se-reg.brtapp.com/13thmovieanddiscussion2021051671 
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Church Renovation Update  

You Don’t Need to be a Genius to Use “Sign-Up Genius” 

 
 Church is sure different since Covid-19!   We all had been 
used to filing into Friendship Hall after worship and checking the 
bulletin board for sign-ups.  Whether it was for Men’s breakfast or 
the Women’s group, the flower chart or weekly worship  
assignments, they could all be found on the bulletin board.  But 
Covid changed all that! If you have been looking for the old  
fashioned sign-ups you will not find them.  Shepherd of the Lake 
has moved exclusively to Sign-Up Genius and, trust me, it is a 
good thing! 
 If you receive your newsletter and any church  
communication via email, then you will easily be able to access 
Sign-Up Genius.  Seriously, it doesn’t take a genius!!   

                If I can do it, so can you!!   
 Sandy periodically sends out notifications re: various volunteer and social opportunities within our 
church family.  In that email will be a link to Sign-Up Genius.  Just click on that link and voila – there you 
are!  If the request is for coffee hour hosts, that sign-up page will be the one that pops up.  Check your  
calendar, click on the date you are willing to commit to and hit “submit & sign up”.  That’s it! You will then  
automatically be sent a reminder of your duties.  But wait – while you are there – scroll across the top to see 
all the other categories in which you can sign-up.  While you have your calendar in front of you check out the 
other headings and see where else you can help.  It is possible to be a greeter and a reader on the same  
Sunday.  Or, a greeter and a coffee host.  Or, an usher and a flower donor.  You can sign-up for 3 or 4 things 
at a time before you hit “submit”.  And, you can sign-up 2-3 months in advance  if you’d like.  
 I’m sure you have all heard the phrase “Many hands make light the work!”  We need more helpers so 
the weekly church assignments don’t become a burden to just a few.  And help make Sandy’s job a little easier 
so she does not have to send several emails out in a week requesting help!   
 Give Sign-Up Genius a try.  I think you will like this new post—Covid approach!  But also know that 
you can always call Sandy in the office for assistance 865-816-4756 or to take your sign-ups directly if you 
feel more comfortable that way.  Donna Navratil 

Not much has been happening the last couple of 
months.  We have been focusing in on  
completing several open items.  Our  
landscaping design at the north end of the  
building has been approved and we will be  
moving forward on this soon.  The new sign  
designs have been modified and need one more 
approval to move forward.  We are getting bids 
on new blinds for Friendship Hall and office 
areas.  We hope to include a valance at every 
window.  And look at the new coat rack in the 
Narthex.  It was designed by Norm, built by 
Gene Yeager, and painted by Pauline Gorsline.  
Thank you. 

We have also been working to get bids on the new entrance extension and the removal of the corner in 
the sanctuary by the organ.  This continues to be a challenge.  Many general contractors have been asked to 
bid.  The rejections are far outweighing the maybes.  No bids have come in yet.  We hope that we can find a 
contractor by the end of the year.     Frank Navratil & Expansion Team 
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Stewardship is about good priorities 

Jesus taught, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good  

pleasure to give you the kingdom.” -Luke 12:32 

The Bible makes it clear that God has given us all that we have and all 

that we are. This includes not just our money and possessions, but also 

our relationships, our character strengths, our time, our intelligence, the 

special talents and skills we may possess, and so much more. 

Biblical stewardship invites us to use all these gifts in God-pleasing 

ways -- not for God’s benefit, but for ours. We are the ones who benefit when we invest ourselves, our time 

and our possessions in ways that are in sync with God’s purposes.  

The more we align our lives with God’s purposes, the happier and more fulfilled we become. And why not? 

We are learning to live more fully as disciples of Jesus, approaching more fully the abundant life he promised 

us. We grow in awareness and set new priorities that bring us closer to God. 

If that sounds appealing to you, why not begin? Pick an area of your life that you’d like to align with God’s 

purposes. Maybe your relationships? Your money? How about your time? 

Then, honestly and prayerfully consider: How are you using that gift? Talk it over with your pastor or prayer 

partner. Ask God to give you insight and to reveal your blind spots. Pray for guidance on how you can better 

use your gifts.  

It takes time, but it’s so worth it. When our priorities are in sync with God’s purposes, we are not only  

stewarding our lives well, but also opening the door to greater personal fulfillment and joy. 

--Rob Blezard 

Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church,  
Aberdeen, MD, and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at 
www.thestewardshipguy.com. 
 

General Stewardship Resource Websites 

Stewardship of Life Institute– Headquartered at United Lutheran Seminary, this site has a trove of resources 
in areas of congregational and personal stewardship. (www.stewardshipoflife.org) 

ELCA Stewardship Resources– Our denomination’s deep well of materials. (www.elca.org/stewardship) 

Center for Stewardship Leaders – Luther Seminary’s excellent website. (faithlead.luthersem.edu/
stewardship/) 

The ELCA Foundation a ministry of our denomination. (www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation) 

Stewardship Toolkit for September 2021 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
file:///C:/Users/rblezard/AppData/Sharron/Downloads/www.thestewardshipguy.com
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
http://elca.org/stewardship
http://www.elca.org/stewardship
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
https://www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation
http://www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation
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Prayer Ventures—September 

1 Pray for the relief and resilience of people and communities impacted by wildfires, flooding, severe storms 

and extreme heat.  

2 Remember in prayer ELCA campus ministry leaders and the Lutheran Campus Ministry Network (LuMin) 

as they serve students, faculty, staff and others at colleges and universities nationwide. Pray for their ministry 

of sharing God’s grace through worship, study, fellowship, care and service. 

3 Give thanks for the International Women Leaders (IWL) scholarship program and for the accomplishments 

and new beginnings of the six IWL scholars who graduated in May, embarking on journeys of leadership and 

service, and of the seven incoming students starting their programs. 

4 Pray for the people of Haiti, who endure poverty, political turmoil and the long, difficult recovery from their 

2010 and 2021 earthquakes. Ask God to build up their faith, hope, courage and strength in the face of  

daunting difficulties, and resolve to support them with prayers, advocacy and generosity. 

5 Ask the Spirit’s help in responding to the diverse needs, circumstances and challenges of our neighbors, and 

in opening our hearts and minds to those who are forgotten, neglected, ignored or unfamiliar to us. 

6 Labor Day  On this day, we recognize, rejoice in and pray for the work people do to sustain their families 

and benefit their communities and society. Pray that all will receive fair wages, work in safe environments, be 

renewed through times of sabbath and experience fulfillment in their labor. Pray for the success of all those 

seeking employment and for the well-being of people unable to work. 

7 Pray that God will equip and energize us as we invite new people to know Jesus, to participate in our  

communities of faith and to experience being a Lutheran Christian. 

8 “I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God all my life long” (Psalm 146:2). Ask 

the Spirit to inspire us as we praise and thank God in everything we do or experience during our baptismal 

journey. 

9 Pray for our ELCA missionaries accompanying Lutheran church bodies and companions in Denmark,  

Germany, Hungary, Serbia, Russia, Slovakia, Austria, Belgium, Norway, Sweden and Switzerland. 

10 Pray that we will not act with prejudice, indifference or injustice, or shy away from the complexities of 

service and ministry, with our neighbors who suffer poverty, hunger or homelessness. Ask God to help us 

concentrate on our neighbors in need, acting with boldness, generosity, humility and concern for the dignity 

of those we serve. 

11 Give thanks for the ministry and service of volunteers as they wind up their construction season with 

ELCA Mission Builders and look forward to future projects that will strengthen ministries and grow the 

church. 

12 “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday  In our baptismal journey we serve our neighbors daily, but on this day 

we celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America — one church, freed in Christ to 

serve and love our neighbor ― in partnership with local congregations and ministries, social service  

organizations and community residents. 

13 Pray for forgiveness when our words, writing and online posts cause hurt or offense or wound the spirits of 

others. Ask the Spirit to help us think through our intentions and what we want to say so that our words will 

reflect the love, forgiveness and encouragement that God has shown toward us. 

14 These days are filled with challenges and distractions. Pray that we will not forget the growing number of 

people victimized by gun violence and the trauma and fear it spreads through families and communities. Ask 

God to strengthen our resolve and inspire our advocacy to prevent gun violence, care for those who suffer, 

and bring hope and change to our nation. 

15 First Day of Hispanic Heritage Month  Thank God for the gifts, history, contributions and rich cultural 

diversity of our Latino siblings. Pray for the growth and vitality of the 147 ELCA Latino ministries and the 

Latino Ministries Association (Asociación Luterana de Ministerios Latinos ELCA) as they work to share the 

good news, encourage unity in Christ, fight racism and promote Christian values that unite Latinos of the 

ELCA in a “community of communities.” 
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16 Pray that we will walk in the presence of God, trusting that God is gracious, righteous and merciful,  

hearing our every prayer. 

17 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering for the Florida-Bahamas Synod 

Assembly, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in learning, choosing leaders,  

proclaiming the gospel, growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing 

world. 

18 Pray that the Spirit will stir our compassion and commitment and that God will energize us to empower, 

support, welcome and advocate for people driven from their homes by conflict, persecution, poverty and  

climate change.  

19 Give thanks for Jesus’ teaching and example, which inspire us to serve humbly, share the gospel and  

invite people to experience the blessings of community in our congregations and church. 

20 Thank God for our special relationship with the United Methodist Church, a full communion partner with 

the ELCA since 2009. Pray for the church, its members and its leaders, and pray that together we will find 

strength and new resources for the work of sharing the gospel and serving our neighbor, especially in these 

uncertain and challenging times. 

21 Matthew, apostle and evangelist  “Follow me” (Matthew 9:9). With this simple invitation Matthew left his 

work as a tax collector and followed Jesus, not knowing how his life or work would change. Pray that when 

we sense God’s call, we will answer, trusting that God has something in mind for us — just as we are — and 

will employ our gifts, skills and passions while cultivating new gifts in us. 

22 Pray that, when we encounter problems in life or when everything seems to be working against us, we 

will trust in God to uphold our lives and deliver us — sometimes in ways we neither seek nor expect. 

23 Pray that our lives will manifest the wisdom of God, wisdom that “is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 

willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy” (James 3:17). 

24 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathering for the Northwestern Ohio Synod 

Assembly, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in learning, choosing leaders,  

proclaiming the gospel, growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing 

world. 

25 Pray for the well-being of health care workers who continue to labor long and hard in responding to the 

pandemic, preventing the spread of COVID and its variants, and equitably treating the ill and infected. 

26 Give thanks and praise to God that, as siblings in Christ, we have a vast faith community that is caring 

and supportive, equips and encourages us to serve and to share the good news, and strives to do God’s work 

in the world together with its ministry companions and partners — locally and globally. 

27 Pray that we will build and nurture communities of faith that engage with us when we are suffering, sick, 

in need of forgiveness and mercy, or wrestling with our faith and God’s truth. 

28 Pray for dialogues and actions that will unite our church with other Lutheran denominations, permitting us 

and our siblings in Christ to share pastors, witness, mission and ministries. 

29 Give thanks for the mysteries of creation and the universe that stir our wonder, inspiration, gratitude and 

desire to explore. Praise God! 

30 Pray for our presiding bishop, secretary and 65 synod bishops as they gather for the  

Conference of Bishops to worship, study, share insights, conduct church business, provide support for  

rostered ministers and help identify, invite, equip and support new leaders in the church. 
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September 24 

Deadline  for 

October Newsletter 

 

Bible Study Opportunities 

Back-to-Basics Bible Study with Pr. Ingrid 

Wednesdays at 10am (In-person & Zoom)  

+++++++ 

 

Small Group Book Study: 

Begins September 16 

Materiality as Resistance;  

Five Elements for Moral Action in the Real World.  

Written by Walter Brueggemann  

+++++++ 

 

BibleProject Reading Plan: Self-study / Online 

Check out this 2 minute video of what BibleProject is all about.  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFwNZNyDu9k&feature=emb_logo 

Here is the web address to download the Reading Plan:  

https://bibleproject.com/other-resources/reading-plan/  
                                   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFwNZNyDu9k&feature=emb_logo
https://bibleproject.com/other-resources/reading-plan/

