
   

 

October 2021 

News From The Pews  
 

Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church—ELCA 
143 Chota Center, Loudon, TN 37774 

www.shepherdofthelaketn.org 
(865) 816-4756 

Ingrid J. Schalk, Pastor 

Sunday Worship  
9:00 a.m. 

In-Person  
 and 

Online    

On the website: 

Bulletins 
Announcements  

Sermons 
Pastor’s Blog 
Newsletters 
Livestream 

 
Church Council      

Steve Dormer  
President    

Deb Hatch  
Vice President    

Kandie Shubeck 
Secretary 

Ron Filbert 
Treasurer 

Mike Kemper 
Pauline Gorsline 
Members-at-Large 

 
 

Office  
Manager 

Sandy Hagan 
Shepherdofthelake13 

@gmail.com  

A Christian community sharing God’s love with the world. 



 2 

“God laughs and plays in good deeds.”  Meister Eckhart 
 
 In February of 2020, just before the pandemic, Tim and I attended a  

Movies and Meaning event - three days of watching a variety of films and  

enjoying delicious food and the eclectic culture of downtown Asheville. The 

movies were carefully selected - some thought-provoking and challenging, some 

were inspirational, others motivational. Needless to say, we did a lot of sitting in 

a dark auditorium with people (mostly adults) who did not know one another.  

 As we awaited one of the viewings on the second day, two huge red 

bouncy balls were tossed into the audience. Everyone knew what to do: when a 

ball was within reach, punch or volley it back into the air - high or low, from side to side - but keep your 

head up because one may be incoming from behind. The auditorium was infused with energy. Smiles and 

laughter permeated the space. In an instant, a gathering of serious-minded adults were all playing  

together. 

 

 Recently, I happened on a quote of medieval mystic Meister Eckhart who claimed, “God laughs 

and plays in good deeds.” What a lovely image - God laughing and playing with us as we engage in  

loving and serving others.  

 I’ve been pondering how God has invited us to play with God at Shepherd of the Lake. Some  

congregations have a play space for children in their sanctuary - where children are welcomed and invited 

to experience God through worship with elements of play.  

 What about a congregation of senior adults? We like to play, too… Thanks to Meister Eckhart, 

I’m envisioning the “good deeds” of our outreach efforts as play dates with God… joyful encounters with 

the divine that benefit those in need, nurture relationships, and build community. Our playground may 

look a little different - instead of Legos and Super Soakers (although they may also have their place), we  

like to play with bricks for Our Place Adult Day Center and provide clean water for people in Africa and 

Haiti. God is working in the midst of all that we do to share God’s love with the world.  

 Friendship Hall is one of our play spaces. This past Sunday, we welcomed a unique gathering in 

Friendship Hall to celebrate the release of Donna Phillips after 21 years of incarceration. The room was 

filled with energy - some were long-time friends, some had accompanied her on her journey through 

Kairos ministry, and many from Shepherd of the Lake meeting her for the first time. Who could have  

imagined… Friendship Hall was filled with smiles and laughter - God was in the midst of it all.  

  

 I invite you to ponder with me  -  

What is our next play date with God in 

reaching out to share God’s love with the 

world doing the dance of good deeds…. 

 

Grace and Peace+ 

Pr. Ingrid 

Pastor Ingrid Schalk 

From the Pastor’s Desk   
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President’s Corner 

“I am sure that the good work God began in you will continue until he completes it on 
the day when Jesus Christ comes again.” Philippians 1:6 
 
 The quote above tells us that Paul was pretty confident in the folks at Philippi. 
Phillip of Macedon had conquered the town in 356 BC and, named it immodestly, after 
himself.  At that time it was located near some strategic roads and some  
always-good-to-have gold mines.  By the time of Paul’s visit it was still an important 
place but the population was likely no greater than Tellico Village and there were surely 
no pontoon boats.  Nonetheless, Paul thought it important enough to bring some fellow 
workers with him-Luke, Timothy and Silas.  Now, that’s a million dollar quartet. 

 God’s mission field is timeless and global and we only get to work it in a  
particular place and time.  The Philippians had their time and place and we Tellicovians have ours- 2021 in 
the greater Tellico Village metropolitan area.  Be thankful, God has called us to this place rather than to  
pontoonless Philippi.  We have many advantages in pursuing our work including 2000 years of mission  
experience to draw from.  We also have (cheesy transition alert!) a Church Council that enjoys strategic  
planning. 

 Over the past several months the Council and its Visioning Team have worked on a strategic plan for 
the congregation.  That plan is now available in narrative form and will be sent to you via email within a 
week.  Please take a look, bearing in mind that the plan is not complete.  It needs input, comments and  
wisdom from you.  To accomplish that we have scheduled four Cottage meetings in October to present and 
discuss the plan contents.  Everyone is encouraged to attend one of these sessions, all of which will take 
place in Friendship Hall.  Please sign up; we are seeking 100% participation.  Details of the schedule are  
included with the Bulletin and will be posted in Friendship Hall and emailed to the entire congregation.  Feel 
the joy of being a participant in the continued ministry of this congregation in our time and place. 

 We Christians work by the light of the promise of Jesus’ return but we can’t plan for it.  That’s in 
God’s time, not ours.  We are called on to  continue the “good work God began” in this small town in a small 
county in southwest central Loudon County, Tennessee.  And that’s all part of God’s plan. 
 
 Steve Dormer 

      October  Birthdays  

 1  Tom Schemberger 
 2  Lloyd Arrowood 
 2  Sue Schemberger 
 3  Scott Reich 
 8  Helen Remsberg 
 9  Tom Lillestolen 
12 Charlie Shubeck  
13 Bill Alt 
15 Dick Sawinski 
16 Dan Mandro 
18 Doug Collins 
23 Ruth Sittler 
24 Ingrid Schalk 
27 Peter Phelps 
28 Carol Becker 

  Anniversaries 

   3  Ruth & Bill Sittler 
   7  Kris & Rod Rowe 
 14  Cindy & Mark Brissman 
 18  Ingrid & Tim Schalk 
 19  Donna & Frank Navratil 
 

www.shepherdofthelaketn.org 

     Select Worship 

 Sunday Servants 

 Coffee Fellowship 

 Flower Calendar 2021 

 Men’s Fellowship 

 Women’s Fellowship 

Steve Dormer 
Council  President 
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Our PLACE  -  Adult Day Center 

 Raising the Bar & Still Climbing— $116,430!! 

 It is amazing to see what can be done when people pull together to meet goals. Truer words have never 
been spoken, "Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much." – Helen Keller   

 With the help of So+L and people in the surrounding communities as well, we have accomplished so 
much in the past year. Our PLACE is becoming a reality with construction moving at a record pace. On  
Sunday, September 12, we had the opportunity to participate in Blessing the Boards. 

Tom Schemberger continues to challenge everyone to do one simple thing: Commit today to talking to 
your friends and family about a Commemorative Brick as a Christmas remembrance. If we all set this new 
goal, we can raise another $15,000! This means making a conscious effort every day to call or visit with 
someone about Our PLACE.   

  Pick up a “Brick Order Packet” at Sunday’s service or stop by the office to get one from Sandy  
during the week. Then leave that packet on your nightstand and each night pray on who you might talk to the 
next day. They will be grateful that you thought of them and that you are working to help such a worthy  
program. 

 Let’s all work just a little bit harder to help Our PLACE, and to honor Tom Findley’s memory.   
Thanks for your continued support.      

Check out the website for more information about programming and upcoming events:  

www.ourplacetn.org 
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Good Shepherd Center 

Come to the Water 

 Through the generosity of many across greater Knoxville, fifty campers enjoyed  
COSMIC CAMPOUT, at Lutheridge, a renowned camp near Asheville NC. Come to the Water raises funds 
to send youth to camp – youth who because of life circumstance may otherwise never have the opportunity 
of a life-changing summer camp experience in a Christian setting. Campers experienced a phone-free week 
of hope, joy, and fun . . . and made new friends. Here is another way you can support Lutheran camps: 

 

Banquet and Fundraiser: October 23 
Mark your Calendar  

 
. . . for the 2021 Come to the Water banquet and fundraiser on Saturday, October 23 – once again hosted in 
the fellowship hall at Messiah Lutheran Church in Knoxville. Hold the date for an evening of inspiration 
with delight-filled music, delectable dining, and a spirited live auction where laughter reigns.  

Questions: coordinator@ComeToTheWater.us 

https://ComeToTheWater.us 

Camp is Back! 

 Now that the weather is changing, my thoughts turn toward the  
people that we serve at GSC and what their needs are in the cold  
weather.  So many of the homes have inadequate insulation so there is  
always a need for blankets and sleeping bags. Sleeping bags are also used 
for the homeless and there probably isn’t a week that goes by that we aren’t 
serving someone who is homeless. Another need will be for winter jackets 
and hoodies for all ages.  We also have had a lot of requests for sheets and 
towels, so if you have extra that you could donate, that would be  
wonderful.  
 

Now, a request directed to the men in our congregation:   
 GSC is always in need of “tennis” shoes,  
 especially in the sizes of 10 or larger for men. 
  
  

 
 At the current time, GSC has lots of clothing, so no clothing is needed other than what I have  
mentioned. Please continue to support KARM with your donations and tell them to credit our church. I  
currently have $100.00 in gift cards that our church has received and Pastor gave me. I will use this money to 
purchase blankets and other needs for GSC as the need arises. However, the need is far greater than that. Last 
year, thanks to the church’s  support of KARM, I was able to get 60+ Jackets and they were beautiful!  
 Bring your items to church and put them by the “manger” and they will be taken to the GSC.    
 

           Kandie Shubeck 

mailto:coordinator@ComeToTheWater.us
https://ComeToTheWater.us
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Women’s Fellowship 
Kahite Grill Lunch 

Shepherd of the Lake Women's Fellowship enjoyed 
a luncheon outing on the Mountain View Patio at the 
Kahite Pub and Grill on a crispy second day of Fall. 
Lucky for us we could celebrate Penny's birthday too 
with a delicious birthday cake!  

They will be  
meeting to plan 
their next events, so 
watch the website 
for the next  
scheduled event. 

Women's Fellow-
ship: Women's Fel-
lowship 
(signupgenius.com)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Women’s Fellowship 
Thursday, October 28, 
1pm, Friendship Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You are invited to a “spooky” afternoon of  

Halloween Bingo in Friendship Hall. Join us at 
1pm on Thursday, October 28 for an afternoon of 
fun including goodies and prizes. To make your 
reservation, go to SignUpGenius or call the church 
office . Contact Penny Hatt if you have any  
questions 906-202-0292. 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
 

 
Saturday, October 16 

at 8:30am 
Friendship Hall 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE to join the men with coffee and 
breakfast items of your choice as they fellowship  
together. Howard Kastner will host the October  
gathering.  
 

Go to SignUpGenius and make your reservation and 
select the food you plan to bring.  It will be a great time 
to socialize while safe distancing.   

Men's Fellowship: Men's Fellowship Breakfast 
(signupgenius.com) 

For questions, email Howard Kastner 
(Howardkastner285@gmail.com) or call Sandy at the 
church office 865-816-4756 
 

 

 The Tellico Village pet lovers community 
will gather on Monday, October 4, 5:30 pm, at 
the Toqua Pavilion, to bless the animals. The  
pastors at the Community Church at Tellico  
Village and  Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran 
Church will officiate for this special service. 
 

 We are asking you to bring pet food, 
bleach, paper towels, or Dawn (blue) dish  
detergent donations to benefit Loudon and  
Monroe County Animal Shelters. All pets must 
be on a leash. 
 

 If you have any questions, please call the 
church office 865-816-4756,  Monday though 
Friday from 9-3pm. 

Blessing of the Animals 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-womens1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-womens1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-womens1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-womens1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-mens
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-mens
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Card Making Ministry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to mark your calendar to join us Thursday,   
October 14, at 10am in Friendship Hall. Invite your 
friends as all are welcome to join us, no experience 
needed.   

Any questions, give me a call (936-520-2271)  
or send an email csopsal@gmail.com    
 

     Carol Opsal  

 

Veterans Day  

Cards 
 

The Card Ministry has a 
signup sheet in the lobby 
for men and women   
Veterans to give us their 
info if we don't have it 
already. The information 
sheet will be in the     

Narthex through October.  

If you are a veteran or were in any service for our 
country, attend Shepherd of the Lake, and we don't  
already have your information, please sign the sheet in 
the lobby or call Carol Becker at  865-657-3384 or  
772-233-5833.  
Carol’s email address is carolmb212@gmail.com. 
This card recognition of veterans is also open to close 
family members.  
We will need name, address, and branch/department 
of service. 

Communications Team 

The Communications Team 
will be meeting on Tuesday, 
October 26 to do planning and 
working on our budget for 
2022. 
 We are very proud of 
the accomplishments this year 
improving the church website, 
updating our church brochure, 
team members helping Claire 

write articles for the Mountain Views and The Connec-
tion, as well as setting up a booth at Farmer’s Market 
handing out bottles of water with our church name,  
TellicoLife, Facebook pages updated and we had a very 
successful End of Life Planning Workshop on  
September 28. 
 As a result of the things listed above, we have 
seen new people attend Sunday Worship to check us 
out. Many of these visitors have found a warm and 
friendly congregation at So+L and we will welcome 
some of these fine folks into membership in November. 

The Team welcomes your ideas as we plan for 2022. 
 Claire Moxim,  Donna Navratil, Glenn Froese,  
 Steve Dormer, Pr. Ingrid, and Sandy Hagan 

 

Women’s Fellowship   

 

 

All women of the church are invited to our monthly 
events; we’d love to have you join us!  Please feel 
free to invite a friend as well!  The typical day we 
meet is the third Thursday of the month.  Occasion-
ally, the day is moved back a week if necessary. 
Please Save the Date for the upcoming events for 
2021: 
 • Thursday, October 28th, at 1:00pm 
               Halloween Bingo (with prizes) 
               in the Friendship Hall 

 • Thursday, November 18th 
Flower arranging  (soup lunch provided,    
small fee for flowers and vase) 

               in Friendship Hall 

 • Thursday, December 16th 
              Christmas Luncheon (bring a dish to share) 
              at Schembergers home or church (TBA) 

Please sign up on the sign-up genius that is sent via 
email or call the church office.   
Hope to see you soon! 

mailto:Csopsal@gmail.com
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Child’s Advocacy Center (CAC) 

One of the projects that we reached out to is CAC.  
Pastor Ingrid delivered a carload of snacks, journals, and 
other goodies purchased with a $250 Thrivent Action 
Team grant. We have had volunteers to go to the center 
to clean toys. If you have not had the opportunity to visit 
the center, it is located on Hwy 70 Lenoir City near 
Wampler’s Sausage plant. 
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God’s work. Our hands. Sunday 
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Where Did You See God This Week? 
“I have seen God’s work several times this month!  I turned a family 
matter over to God about a month ago because I knew I could not  
resolve the matter.  Since then several positive things have happened 
that I attribute directly to God!”   Fran McKnight 

“I saw Jesus on the faces of So+L people, Kairos volunteers, Donna’s 
friends last Sunday at the birthday party for Donna. The cards, gift 
cards, and your presence for the lunch was overwhelming .” 

Donna Phillips — Thank you 

 On Sunday, September 26, there was a 58th birthday celebration for Donna Phillips who was released 
on Wednesday, September 8, 2021, from  incarceration after 20 years. The church was invited to attend the  
potluck lunch and 15 of you came to celebrate with Donna.  
 I met Donna as a volunteer for Kairos Prison Ministry in 2015 on the first 3-day weekend  
inside Bledsoe Correctional Complex. She was a participant along with 19 other women on that weekend. 
The volunteers stay in a lodge at Fall Creek Falls and prepare meals that are taken inside each day. I watched 
Donna the first day while eating lunch. as she raised a fresh tomato to her mouth, tears were running down 
her cheeks. She saw butter and shouted out loud, “real butter.” My heart was once again opened to this awe-
some ministry that touches lives not only of the incarcerated, but their families as well. We return to the  
correctional complex on a monthly basis to mentor these women. 
 While incarcerated, Donna worked for the Chaplain. She led many women to Christ. For those of you 
who met Donna, she is a smart vibrant woman that touched your heart. On the first Kairos Inside weekend 
that Donna attended, she will tell you that during the forgiveness service, the person that Donna had not  
forgiven was herself. She would also tell you Kairos has made a huge impact on her life. 
  
 Please find Donna’s thank you note to this congregation following last Sunday’s welcome home and 
birthday celebration: 

“Dear Church Family, 
 I want to convey my deepest appreciation for the outpouring of love and support in my re-entry 
to society. You all were sooooooo welcoming and encouraging towards me! 
 Thank you all for the beautiful cards, as well as gift cards. I will use the cards for some much 
needed items, gas and groceries! My the Lord bless you!! 
  I hope to see you soon! 
  With all of my love 
  Thank you! 
  Donna Phillips” 
 
UPDATE: Donna is living in Maryville in a gated community, in a cute apartment above the garage of a den-
tist family for 6 months at no cost to Donna. She was given a car and is actively looking for employment in 
the Maryville area in an administrative assistant position. You may contact me if you know of employment 
opportunities. 
  

 If anyone has any questions about Kairos Prison Ministry, just ask me 
or go the this website for more information kairosprisonministry.org  
Watch some of the videos how lives have been changed. This ministry is for 
the female loved ones of the incarcerated as well as youth offenders.  
 I would love to share more about this ministry with this congregation 
in the near future. Many of you know this as the “cookie ministry”.  
     Sandy Hagan 
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Join a Cottage Meeting! 

Sign up today for one of the Cottage Meetings scheduled below.  The meetings should last about an hour.  
We would love to have 100% participation! 

You will have an opportunity: 

 to hear highlights of the Strategic Plan for 2022-2025 

 to contribute thoughts and share ideas that can affect the future of your church 

 to have a time of fellowship 

Cottage Meetings Schedule: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please watch your email for the four meeting time choices that will be sent to you via SignUpGenius and 
choose the one that works best.  You may also call the church office to sign up.  Also, you will receive a copy 
of the Strategic Plan via email shortly. 
 Thank you for your participation, 
 So+L Church Council 

Sunday          October 10     4-5pm Friendship Hall 

Wednesday    October 13     4-5pm  Friendship Hall 

Sunday           October 17     10-11am Friendship Hall 

Tuesday          October 26      6:30-7:30pm Zoom 

Stewardship Toolkit for October 2021 
 A harvest of sufficiency, contentment, and generosity 

When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or gather 
the gleanings of your harvest.  Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the 
grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the foreigner. I am the Lord your God. 
–Leviticus19:9-10 
 “What I earn is mine, ALL mine, to do with what I want.” That’s the message our 
culture tells us again and again. Yet the Leviticus 19:9-10 clearly tells us that the “mine, all 
mine” attituded existed some 2,500 years ago as well. It’s hard-wired into us.  
 Our sinful human nature leads us to claim all we can for ourselves, which is why for thousands of years and 
up to the present God has called faithful people to live a better way. In this passage, “the Lord your God” instructs 
farmers and vintners to harvest only once, and not to the very edges of their land, and to leave the remnants of the 
harvest to the poor and the foreigner – people on the margins scavenging for their daily bread. 
 The teaching encourages landowners to find sufficiency in their first harvest, to be content that their needs 
are met, and then be generous with what is left over. Today, Leviticus 19:9-10 challenges us whose “harvests” of 
income are more than sufficient to satisfy our immediate needs. Do we have to take it all? What can we give for the 
needy?  
 In this traditional season of harvest, what blessings can you count from the last year?  
(Take a few minutes to prayerfully consider this, and make a list). Does your harvest more than adequately meet 
your needs? 
 Now prayerfully consider how much you can generously “leave” for the needy? Consider this in  
making a year-end contribution to your congregation, or in determining a pledge for 2022. 
--Rob Blezard 

Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church,  
Aberdeen, MD, and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at 
www.thestewardshipguy.com. 

General Stewardship Resource Websites 
Stewardship of Life Institute– Headquartered at United Lutheran Seminary, this site has a trove of resources in 
areas of congregational and personal stewardship. (www.stewardshipoflife.org) 
ELCA Stewardship Resources– Our denomination’s deep well of materials. (www.elca.org/stewardship) 

Center for Stewardship Leaders – Luther Seminary’s excellent website. (faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/) 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
file:///C:/Users/rblezard/AppData/Sharron/Downloads/www.thestewardshipguy.com
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
http://elca.org/stewardship
http://www.elca.org/stewardship
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
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Prayer Ventures—October 

1 Remember in prayer countries or regions where there is conflict, civil unrest or violence, especially  
Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Myanmar and the Middle East. Pray that God will protect and care for people who  
endure conflict; have been displaced from their homes and nations; suffer loss, despair, persecution or trauma; 
and long for peace, healing and stability. Give thanks for the work we do together through  
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, Lutheran Disaster Response, ELCA Witness in Society, ELCA 
World Hunger and our partner organizations. 

2 Continue praying for people and communities impacted by recent hurricanes, flooding, severe weather and 
wildfires, and for those working to recover from natural disasters. Pray that all will find comfort, strength and 
hope in God’s loving presence and in the response and support of caring neighbors, faith communities,  
disaster response volunteers, Lutheran Disaster Response, and the global community of siblings in Christ. 

3 Give thanks for the teachings of Jesus that clarify God’s desire for us to value, respect and accept people of 
all ages, genders and circumstances.  

4 Feast of Francis of Assisi (1181-1226)  Pray that we will greet each day with a sense of awe, gratitude and 
respect for creation, for the organisms and creatures that inhabit the earth, for our pets, and for humanity in all 
its diversity and complexity ― the handiwork of God entrusted to our care and love. 

5 Praise God for the gift of Jesus Christ ― the Son of God, born as one of us and the “exact imprint of God’s 
very being” (Hebrews 1:3) ― who fulfills the promise of God’s love and mercy and assures us of our  
salvation. 

6 Pray for ELCA congregations and our work together to serve our neighbor, share the story of Jesus, create 
vibrant communities of faith and reflect the radiant light of God’s love, grace and justice in the world. 

7 Pray for congregational leaders, laypeople and health care professionals participating in the  
Addiction & Faith Conference (“Awakening Faith Communities to Address Addiction”) in Bloomington, 
Minn., that they will be inspired and further equipped to care for people who struggle with addiction, as well 
as their loved ones. 

8 We should be humbled to know that God has crowned us with glory and honor, especially given how  
insignificant we seem in the vastness of God’s creation. Give praise and thanks to God! 

9 Pray for the planning team of the 2022 Multicultural Youth Leadership Event, which precedes the ELCA 
Youth Gathering and focuses on youth of color. Ask God to nurture an inclusive, Spirit-inspired community, 
that we might celebrate our cultures together in the church, embodying equity, diversity, mutuality and  
oneness in Christ.  

10 Pray that the Word of God, example of Jesus and work of the Spirit will inspire, equip and guide us to be 
service-minded disciples bearing faith, hope, justice, peace and love into the world. 

11 Give thanks for the bounty of autumn and the people who tend crops and orchards that nourish and sustain 
us. Pray that we will work together year-round in our communities to help our food-insecure neighbors find 
convenient, consistent, affordable sources of healthy food. 

12 God, we ask you to teach us to appreciate life and see each day as an opportunity to do God’s work in the 
world — serving our neighbor, sharing our faith and expressing our gratitude for God’s steadfast love and 
compassion.  

13 Pray for soldiers serving in places of conflict, returning home from deployment or recovering from injuries 
or trauma. Give thanks for the people who attend to their well-being and daily needs, especially chaplains 
serving in the U.S. military and in Veterans Affairs hospitals, and congregation members providing care and 
support for soldiers and their families. 

14 Nothing is hidden from God, who knows our every thought, intention, desire and need. Give thanks for 
Jesus, the Son of God, who lived in the world with us and reassures us that, in every circumstance, God is  
approachable, full of grace, mercy and understanding. 

15 Give thanks for women today and throughout church history who have served as reformers and leaders, 
helping ground our church, institutions and ministries in the good news of Jesus Christ and the work God 
calls us to do in the world. 
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16 Pray that the Spirit will strengthen our wisdom and skills that we might better steward our oceans, which 
influence weather, provide bountiful food, facilitate global trade and travel, and renew us with their beauty 
and power, reflecting God’s creative might. 

17 Pray that, as siblings in Christ, we will encourage and assist one another in being diligent, empathetic and 
humble as we serve our neighbor throughout our baptismal journeys. 

18 Pray that during this lingering pandemic the Spirit will guide us to show patience, exercise flexibility and 
care for our neighbor’s physical and spiritual well-being, and that it will inspire in us a spirit of sacrificial 
love and concern for one another, especially the most vulnerable. 

19 Pray for our elders, who strengthen our congregations and ministries with their experience, wisdom and 
passion for doing God’s work in the world. Ask the Spirit to stir our creativity in reaching out to and  
engaging with elders who are homebound or in assisted-living facilities or senior communities. 

20 Give thanks that in Christ we have a loving, patient teacher and a clear example of how to care for our 
neighbors in need and pursue justice, equity and healing in the world. 

21 Give thanks that we can trust in God ― our refuge, strength and hope in every circumstance.  

22 Pray for the ELCA Innovation Lab, created to help our church respond to the opportunities and challenges 
of introducing more people to God’s grace in an ever-changing, increasingly complex world. 

23 Praise God that our salvation doesn’t depend on who we are or what we do but comes to us as a gift of 
God’s love and forgiveness through the life, suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

24 Pray that our faith in Jesus Christ will reassure us that God’s grace, mercy and compassion can be trusted 
and that only God can truly transform us and make us whole. 

25 Pray for the work and ministries of our global companions during this time when we cannot accompany 
them in person. Give thanks that the Spirit continues to strengthen our relationships as siblings in Christ 
through prayer, technology, generosity, advocacy and shared resources. 

26 Give thanks for our siblings in Christ who write hymns and songs that reflect on our faith, Scripture and 
God’s work in the world, helping us express our daily joys, sorrows and concerns. 

27 The year-round outdoor ministries and retreat centers of our church provide opportunities for spiritual 
growth and renewal, leadership development and ministry with youth. Pray that they will flourish as they  
recover from and adapt to the impact of the lingering pandemic.  

28 Praise God for the wisdom and intent of creating a wonderfully diverse humankind and world. Pray that 
we will respond with awe, respect and joyful thanksgiving. 

29 “The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced” (Psalm 126:3). Give joy, praise and thanksgiving 
to God! 

30 Pray for our neighbors who are, in increasing numbers, homeless or on the verge of becoming homeless. 
Give thanks for communities of faith that respond with food, shelter, clothing, social services and health care, 
and that work diligently to end homelessness.  

31 Reformation Day  The impact of Martin Luther and other reformers has special significance for the global 
community of Lutheran Christians. Give thanks that we are set free by the grace and light of God to grow, 
change, confess our flaws and failings, and ground our church anew in the word and truth of God in Jesus 
Christ. 
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Bible Study Opportunities 

Back-to-Basics Bible Study with Pr. Ingrid 

Wednesdays at 10am (In-person & Zoom)  

+++++++ 

 

Small Group Book Study: 

Thursdays at 11am (Friendship Hall) 

“Materiality as Resistance: 

Five Elements for Moral Action in the Real World” 

by Walter Brueggemann  

+++++++ 

 

BibleProject Reading Plan: Self-study / Online 

Check out this 2 minute video of what BibleProject is all about.  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFwNZNyDu9k&feature=emb_logo 

Here is the web address to download the Reading Plan:  

https://bibleproject.com/other-resources/reading-plan/  
                                   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFwNZNyDu9k&feature=emb_logo
https://bibleproject.com/other-resources/reading-plan/

