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 There is a season for everything. 
  A time for giving birth. 
  A time for dying. 
  A time for tears. 
  A time for laughter. 
  A time for mourning.  
  A time for dancing…   Ecclesiastes 3:1, 2, 4 
 

 
The autumnal equinox, one of the days we experience equal amounts of darkness and light, ushers in the  
season of fall. This year it occurred on September 21, but only now does it seem that fall has truly arrived 
with all of the activities that the season brings. What are your fall favorites… UT football (or the team of your 
choice), a scenic drive on Cherohala Skyway to view the colors of the changing leaves, apple-picking,  
pumpkin carving, Thanksgiving gatherings? Fall is also a time  we find ourselves turning inward, reflecting 
on the changing nature of life in general, but also in our own lives.  
 
I’ve just returned to my office from our book discussion group on Walter Brueggemann’s book,  
Materiality as Resistance: Five Elements  for Moral Action in the Real World. We reflected on this week’s 
chapter entitled, “Time.” In this season of our lives, we tend to see time differently. If we allow ourselves to 
see all of our times centered in God, we join the psalmist in declaring: “My times are in your hand”  
(Ps. 31:15). Brueggemann emphasizes, “All my times! All our times! Not just Sabbath time but all our days” 
are radically re-situated with reference to the new rule of God. We begin to “recognize that every time is a 
gift from God; every time is an occasion for response to the holy time-giver; every time is an opportunity to 
act out our glad creatureliness in ways that befit the time-giving God.” 
 
Fall is indeed a time of transition - not only for the trees, but for geese and wildlife that prepare for the winter 
months. While geese (and others) may migrate long distances, trees and other animals remain in place,  
shifting their energy from external growth to various internal means of sustenance and survival.  
 
We, too, can benefit from a similar kind of internal transitioning during the fall. A timely quote conveys a 
helpful image for our own reflection: “The trees are about to show us how beautiful letting go can be.” 
 
During this season, is there  
something that we may need to let 
go? Is there something that we 
need to welcome? 
 
We are mindful that all our times 
are in God’s hands, alert to the 
timeliness of every time in our 
life so that we may live in faithful  
response to the Giver of all our 
times - a giving of ourselves back 
to our creator in gratitude.  
 
Grace and peace in abundance! 
 

Pr. Ingrid 
 

                     

Pastor Ingrid Schalk 

From the Pastor’s Desk   
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President’s Corner 

      November  Birthdays  

  1  Ruth Moodispaugh 
10 Claire Moxim 
11 Michelle Alt 
18 Gene Yeager 
28  Bea Filbert         
 
       Anniversaries 

  9  Sandy & Randy Brabant 
  9  Elaine & Bob Nevin 
  9  Elaine Murphy & Thomas Mar-
shall 
           

www.shepherdofthelaketn.org 

     Select Worship 

 Sunday Servants 

 Coffee Fellowship 

 Flower Calendar 2021 

 Men’s Fellowship 

 Women’s Fellowship 

Steve Dormer 
Council  President 

 

            “The plan you have proposed is a good one.”  Deuteronomy 1:14 

 

 Thanks to all for reading the draft of the Vision Statement/ Strategic Plan for  
Shepherd of the Lake.  Thanks also to the many who shared their thoughts, concerns,  
wishes and insights at our Cottage Meetings and through the Congregational Questionnaire 
It is not too late to share your ideas. You can do so by completing the questionnaire  
and/or engaging with the Church leadership, Pastor and Council.  These are the folks,  
elected and called by you, who administer the affairs of the church and help plan for its  
needs and growth.  The Deuteronomy quote above is a compliment from Moses to the  
people of Israel on choosing good leaders to administer God’s plan as they approach the  
Promised Land.  The leadership and the people were partners in fulfilling that plan as we  
are in fulfilling our congregational plan for ministry in the patch of earth we are called to serve.   

 Church leadership has the duty now, to incorporate the thoughtful contributions of the members in 
planning for the next several years.  I can tell you that there was a consistency in the questionnaire replies that 
provides clear guidance for establishing congregational priorities.  Council’s job now is to define the  
action steps we take to fulfill those priorities and identify those within the congregation who can help along 
the way.  Each of you has skills and experience that contribute to our mission.  There will be new  
opportunities to use that skill and experience -for example, in adult education or in congregational caring 
ministries- among several other areas that you emphasized in your responses.  This is the work of a Lutheran 
Congregation and it is also the fun, as those who have labored in the field know by experience. 

 The journey to this point has been particularly valuable for me since I am relatively new to the  
congregation.  The Cottage meetings allowed me to hear about your journeys and your affection for this  
ministry along with your recommendations for improvement.  Thank you for sharing with me and those  
present, leadership and members.  

  Later in the same chapter of Deuteronomy (v.16) , Moses instructs his leaders to “Give the members 
of your community a fair hearing”.  I hope we have done that through the Cottage Meetings and the  
questionnaire.   Now it is time to commit to a plan that confirms our mission “A Christian community sharing 
God’s love with the world”. 
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Our PLACE  -  Adult Day Center 

 “Legacy Park” Becoming a Reality 

 Legacy Park design and planning are now complete with work scheduled to begin in January.  
Shepherd of the Lake will be placing all brick orders this December. Work should be completed well before 
the official opening on March 14.  Brick orders placed by December 1 will be included at the grand  
opening. 
 Tom Findley’s  dream is becoming a reality and will be located adjacent to the North side of the  
Our PLACE building and will abut the parking area. 
It will consist several elements. 
• The commemorative brick area 6 feet x 25 feet with 600 bricks laid flush with a 5 foot concrete walkway 

surrounding it on four sides. 
• Placed around the perimeter will be attractive benches for relaxation and reflection. These benches were 

built by members of the Tellico Village Woodworkers who are also building all of the Our PLACE       
cabinetry, cubbyholes and shelving units. 

• Between the benches will be several brick knee-walls topped with  8”x8” and 12”x 12” tiles recognizing 
legacy donors.  The area will be nicely landscaped. 

Thanks to all of you for your time and treasure and making our Commemorative Brick a success. 
      Tom Schemberger 
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Tyson House Meal and Smokey’s Pantry  

 On Sunday, November 14, several of our members are preparing and delivering a meal for Tyson 
House on UT’s campus. The meal is served to the community and students residing in the house.  
 Due to Covid issues, we will not be staying for the meal or worship service that follows. 
 If you would like to help by bringing cookies, brownies, or drinks for the meal, please sign up on          
SignUpGenius. We need the items to be delivered to So+L kitchen by Sunday morning, November 14. 
Thank you for your help with this most appreciated meal! 
 We are also asking members to help stock Smokey’s Pantry by bringing food and hygiene items to 
our church. This is UT’s only on-campus pantry that serves the UT community.  Donation items needed at 
this time are listed below and are so appreciated!  Deb Hatch 

 

Hygiene Items:  (items should be unopened and unused) 

1. Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, & Floss.  
2. Deodorant 
3. Toilet paper           
4. Shampoo  
5. Conditioner 
6. Liquid body wash  
7. Tissues 
8. Menstrual Hygiene (all types) 
 
Food Items: 

1. Canned Meat (pull tabs preferred for canned items) 
2. Canned Soups -non-condensed, hearty soups (such as Campbell's Chunky soups, 
3. Spices                                                                         Progresso soups, etc.) 
4. Breakfast Foods (cereal, oatmeal, etc.) 
5. Snack Foods (chips, sandwich crackers, granola bars) 
6. Sauces and condiments (such as tomato sauce, soy sauce, and other sauces that make 
7. Canned Fruit                     food more enjoyable) 
8. Canned Vegetables 

Thank you so much for your help!  

Thrivent Action Team Grants Available 

 This note is to call your attention to the "starter grant" 
provided by Thrivent Financial for our upcoming Project for 
Tyson House University Student Center.  A grant of $250 
helps us pay for food for a dinner and items to stock the  
student/community pantry. If you are a Thrivent member you 
are entitled to 2 of these grants per year. So…..if you have a 
project coming up remember to use this resource  (https://
joyfullythriving.com/thrivent-grant/).  
 
 It is so easy to apply on-line now. All you'll need is 
your member log in name and password. If you have  
questions call Shari Lillestolen (865-603-9467) and she will 
be happy to help. 

https://joyfullythriving.com/thrivent-grant/
https://joyfullythriving.com/thrivent-grant/
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Women’s Fellowship 
 

 

 
 
All women of the church are invited to our monthly 
events; we’d love to have you join us!  Please feel 
free to invite a friend as well!  The typical day we 
meet is the third Thursday of the month, although    
occasionally the day is moved back a week. 

Please Save the Date for the upcoming events for 
2021: 
 •  Thursday, November 18 

Flower arranging  (soup lunch provided,    
small fee for flowers and vase) 

               in Friendship Hall 

 • Thursday, December 16 
              Christmas Luncheon (bring a dish to share) 
              at Schembergers home or church (TBA) 

Please sign up on the SignUpGenius that is sent via 
email or call the church office.  Hope to see you 
soon! 
 

Women’s Fellowship Event 
 

Thursday, November 18 
12:00pm 

Join us for lunch and a flower arranging workshop! 

Following a soup lunch, we will be guided through the 
process of arranging flowers in a vase.  All materials 
will be provided for a fee of $15.00.  Everyone will 
take home their creation! 

The deadline for signing-up is November 4.  The class 
size is limited to 16 and will meet in Friendship Hall. 
Hope you can join us! 

 

 

Poinsettias for Christmas  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Deadline: Sunday, November 28 

The order form will be in the Sunday Bulletin for  
in-person attendees and an electronic copy emailed 
to all to place your order for a poinsettia for a loved 
one “in honor of” or “in memory of”.  

You may also stop by the office Monday through 
Friday from 9am to 3pm to pick up a form.   

The cost of poinsettias will remain at $12. Please 
make your check to So+L and write “poinsettias” in 
the memo section.                                                    
    Sara Meilleur 
Sa 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 

 
 

Saturday, November 20 
at 8:30am 

Friendship Hall 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE to join the men with coffee and 
breakfast items of your choice as they fellowship  
together. Host for the November gathering TBD.  
 

Go to SignUpGenius and make your reservation and 
select the food you plan to bring.  It will be a great time 
to socialize while safe distancing.   

Men's Fellowship: Men's Fellowship Breakfast 
(signupgenius.com) 

For questions, email Howard Kastner 
(howardkastner285@gmail.com) or call Sandy at the 
church office 865-816-4756 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-mens
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-mens
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Card Making Ministry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Be sure to mark your calendar to join us Thursday,   
November 11, at 10am in Friendship Hall. Invite your 
friends as all are welcome to join us, no experience 
needed.   

Any questions, give me a call (936-520-2271)  
or send an email csopsal@gmail.com    
 

     Carol Opsal  

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Thursday, December 16 
 

We will be having our Annual Women’s Christmas 
Luncheon on Thursday, December 16. The details are 
being worked out and a SignUpGenius will be   
available as soon as we have been formulated the  
information.  
 
So, stay tuned and SAVE THE DATE today. 
 

 
 

 

Check Us Out 

 
Did you know that our congregation is a member on 
the Loudon County Chamber website? 

loudoncountychamberofcommerce.com 

This is a great place to find out event information for 
all types of Loudon County businesses, as well as 
news updates, new business start-ups, a calendar to 
keep you on track, and even tourism locations with a 
vast amount of things to do. This is so handy when 
you have visitors coming to town and say, “where 
can I take my out of town guests?” Where to stay? 
Where to eat? It is all in one handy spot, so…..  

 
Check It Out TODAY! 

 
 

Communications Team 

We welcome your  
ideas as we plan for 2022. 
Claire Moxim, Glenn Froese, 
Donna Navratil, Pr. Ingrid, 
Steve Dormer, Sandy Hagan. 

mailto:Csopsal@gmail.com
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Welcome New Members 

Rod and Kris Rowe join us from Faith Lutheran in Goshen, 
Indiana, and they are fortunate to have three of their four  
parents still living there. Their children are son Eric  
(New Haven, Connecticut) and daughter Rachel  
(Sears, Michigan) who blessed them with a recent addition 
of granddaughter Lilith (10 months old).  Extended family 
live in Indianapolis and Plymouth, Indiana. 

Kris spent much of her career in county government, 
and was an elected Assessor, serving in that  
position for 13 years. The newspaper business was Rod’s  
profession where he was employed for 36 years as a  
journalist/photographer with the Goshen News. 

Hobbies for the Rowes include boating, tennis,  
pickleball, travel, reading and movies. They have been  
residents of Rarity Bay for one year.  Kris and Rod look  
forward to participating in church activities and to getting  
acquainted with members. 

 
 
 
Marjorie Porr has lived near her daughter in the Tellico Village 
Toqua neighborhood for about a year.  Since moving to Tennessee 
she has been an active member of the Women’s Fellowship here at 
Shepherd of the Lake.  She has been a widow for ten years.   
Marjorie moved from Lenape, Pennsylvania, where she was a  
member of the Presbyterian Church.   
 Walking Tina her King Charles Terrier keeps her active, and 
she also enjoys reading mystery novels.  
    
 
 
 
 
 

 
We welcome Deb Hickman and Linda Brady from Warsaw, 
Missouri.  Deb and Linda are  sisters who moved to the Toqua 
Cove neighborhood in March of this year.  Their brother lives 
in West Virginia, and they have extended family in Seymour, 
TN.  They are transferring from Faith Lutheran in Warsaw.  

Linda is a retired Psychotherapist and an Army Veteran 
who  

enjoys movies and live theater.  She loves both domestic 
and wild animals and has a Mini Australian Shepherd named 
Teddy Bear.  She looks forward to the spiritual guidance  
offered at Shepherd of the Lake. 

Deb’s interests include golf, hiking, kayaking, reading 
and TV, and her cat Sylvester. She is a Physical Therapist.   
Deb is interested in pursuing service opportunities through 
So+L.   
 

Take time to introduce yourselves to the newest members of our So+L family! 
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So+L Landscaping & Building Update 

Have you seen the landscaping changes?  You now have a full view of our building as you drive into 
the church parking lot.  In addition to the improvements on both the front and side of the building, we will 
also have three new signs. The signs will be on the front of the building at the So+L office, Friendship Hall 
and at Click Funeral & Cremations.  A new monument style sign will be placed at the Click end of the    
building, visible as you drive in, and the current Click sign will be removed.  The signs have been approved 
and are currently on order . 
 We are sure you are wondering what is happening with the new entrance/portico and the removal of 
the corner in the sanctuary.  The quotes for the entrance/portico have far exceeded our estimates. Our design 
plans were to re-position the steeple over the new entrance/portico.  This required the engineers to use  
structural steel to handle the weight and location of the steeple. So, this coupled with labor and material  
increases, has driven the cost far beyond our estimates.  As a result of this, we have asked Brewer, Ingram 
and Fuller (BIF) to redesign the portico based on not relocating the steeple.  The steeple will be raised to be 
more visible.  This will simplify the design and reduce the cost dramatically.   
 When we have the new drawings, we will ask the contractors to rebid. When we have firm bids, we 
then will initiate a new capital funds drive to complete this phase of the renovation. Many of you have  
already asked how you can participate.  Please be patient, we will create a package and presentation. Thank 
you to those of you who have already made contributions and commitments to this phase of the renovation. 
 `         Frank and Norm 

Reformation Sunday / New Members 
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Water to Thrive -Exciting News! 

 This year we have funded our 11th well!  This is the first well we have funded without an official  
campaign.  We have already changed the lives of thousands of people and our mission, led by the Holy Spirit 
continues!  Our congregation understands the need for clean water for all of God’s children. Their lives are 
changed in so many ways with the gift of clean water.  I want to share a couple of the stories on how clean 
water changes lives: 
 Areke  Mulu is a 32 year old mother who used to walk six hours round trip to collect unsafe water. 
Now she only has to walk a few minutes for safe, clean water. Her children have seen the benefit!  Her  
daughters are able to attend school. She is able to work in the fields to supplement the family income. Their 
income is no longer used to pay for visits to the clinic and medicine needed to combat the diseases from  
drinking from unsafe water shared with animals. 
 Lives are changed like 16 year old Selma Terkegn’s.  Much of her time was spent finding water 
sources, the river in the rainy season and unprotected ponds in the dry season. Waterborne diseases were very 
common and the clinic was a six hour round trip walk. Can an you even begin to imagine how difficult that 
walk would be??  Now she is able to attend school and no longer fears being sexually assaulted on the long 
walk for water. She is studying hard and getting good grades in school. She has a vision of becoming a doctor 
to heal her people. 
 Thanks to all who share from their abundance to support this mission. The Water To Thrive account is 
always open to receive donations. Please put Water To Thrive in the memo line of your check. 
       Kandie and Charlie Shubeck 

From This  To This 
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Grace – what does that mean? 

 We frequently and casually talk about the grace of God, but what does that mean to Christians?  The 
definition of grace in the Oxford Dictionary as relates to Christians is “the free and unmerited favor of God, as 
manifested in the salvation of sinners and the bestowal of blessings.”  Even as the world seems in turmoil, we 
can find the many ways that God has granted us grace and as recipients of grace, we are called and privileged 
to grant grace to others. 
 At Shepherd of the Lake, we are a small congregation by some standards, yet we share God’s love in 
astounding ways both locally and globally.  Many of our outreach ministries have been activated by just one 
member with a passion for that ministry.  One noteworthy example is Water to Thrive (watertothrive.org), a 
faith-based American nonprofit that funds the building of wells in eastern Africa and spreads awareness about 
the African water crisis.  We began with one couple asking for donations to build one well. At present, the 
So+L congregation has funded the money to build ten wells that are currently providing clean drinking water 
to more than 4,442 people who previously had no local access to life-giving water.  This number more than 
likely serves 3 to 4 times that many as the wells are shared with neighboring communities. The 11th well has 
been funded and construction will begin shortly. 
 Locally, our members participate in many charitable and caring organizations in both Loudon and 
Monroe Counties, including: 

• Our PLACE Adult Day Center (Loudon, Monroe, and Roane counties)  

• Kiddie Kingdom Day Care (Philadelphia, TN) 

• Knoxville Area Rescue Ministries (KARM) 

• Campus Ministry University of Tennessee (Knoxville, TN) 

• The Good Shepherd Center (Madisonville, TN) 

• The House That Mercy Built (Tellico Plains, TN) 

• ACT Group Home (Loudon, TN) 

• Friendship Kitchen (Loudon County Churches) 

H.A.B.I.T (human/animal bond in Tennessee) 
 Animals, too?  Tellico Village pet owners experienced a day of joy and gratitude on October 4 as they 
brought their pets to the Toqua Pavillion for the annual Blessing of the Animals.  Pastors from Shepherd of the 
Lake Lutheran Church and the Tellico Village Community Church officiated for this special service honoring 
St. Francis of Assisi, patron saint of animals and environment.  He could be viewed as the original Earth Day 
advocate…..Francis cared for the poor and sick, he preached sermons to animals and praised all creatures as 
brothers and sisters under God.  As smiling owners and tail-wagging pets gathered together to celebrate this 
day, blessings abounded. Generous donations were received to be distributed to the local animal shelters to 
help those animals who have no home.  
 Jesus says, “As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you” (John 20:21). God’s mission of 
grace and love is for the entire world. 

Before the well After the well 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=john+20:21
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Where Did You See God This Week? 

Several years ago, I was on an early morning outing 
with my two dogs.  We were at a park in Vonore, dogs 
sniffing the grass, me drinking my coffee and looking 
down the lake at the beautiful view of water and  
mountains.  I said to the dogs, "It sure doesn't get more 
beautiful than this".  God chose that moment to say 
"think again"  and had the bells from a nearby little 
country church peal out the tune of a beautiful old 
hymn. I was struck once again of how often I limit 
what I think God has in mind. He spoke that day to  
remind me.           Claire Moxim 

 
Our God is so awesome! HE is ALL powerful, hearing our prayers just when we need to receive answers. I 
saw God working through Donna Phillips who you had the opportunity to meet at So+L. The Sunday she 
was at the worship service an anonymous person handed her an envelope with a $100 bill as she left the 
sanctuary. She wants to thank that person for this generous gift. After sending out numerous resumes, on 
Wednesday, October 20, she was interviewed for a job 11 miles from her apartment. When she left the  
lengthy interview (taking typing tests) she was told she could start the job on Monday, October 25, as the  
Executive Assistant to the owner of a large construction company. Donna wants everyone at So+L how 
much she appreciates your prayers and your gifts. Donna is searching for a church home in the Maryville 
area.           Sandy Hagan 
 

Celebrating Peter Phelps’ 94th Birthday 

On Tuesday, October 12 Sue and I drove to Fairview Park in  
Simpsonville, SC to visit Peter. He was overwhelmed with the 
many birthday cards from our congregation.  He spoke of his 
wonderful visit with Kandie and Charlie Shubeck earlier this 
fall.  He enjoyed a birthday lunch at Red Lobster.  Peter misses 
us—as we miss him.   Tom Schemberger 

Thank you from Peter: 

Mere words are not adequate 
to express my appreciation 
for all the birthday greetings 
you all so thoughtfully  
addressed to me recently. It 
was a bright spot of my day 
and truly representative of 
your love and concern. 

These past months gave been difficult and challenging for Marie 
and me. It is comforting to be reminded of the Holy spirit that 
exists among the members of Shepherd if the Lake . We are 
grateful to have been bit players in that blessing.   
  Peter Phelps 
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Prayer Ventures—November 

1 All Saints Day  Remember and give thanks for all the saints who have influenced our lives, faith, wisdom 
and vocational decisions, and who have left an imprint on us through their compassion and example. Pray for 
people grieving the loss of someone significant in their lives, that they will be comforted by God and know 
that, as members of the body of Christ and communities of faith, they are not alone in their grieving. 

2 American Indian and Alaska Native Heritage Month  Give thanks for the gifts and witness of  
American Indian and Alaska Native members of the ELCA, and pray for the American Indian and  
Alaska Native Lutheran Association and for native congregations and ministries — ministries grounded in 
reconciliation and the building up of people of all backgrounds, tribes, regions, communities and  
congregations. Ask God to help us understand and express repentance for the injustices committed against 
American Indians, Alaska Natives and Indigenous peoples that continue to impact people today. 

3 Pray for the immediate and long-term needs of people whose lives have been disrupted by severe weather, 
wildfires, earthquakes or flooding. Pray that the Spirit will move us to generously support and pray for the 
people and organizations that respond to disasters, especially Lutheran Disaster Response and its partners. 

4 Ask God to look with mercy and loving care upon the Afghan people — and refugees and immigrants  
everywhere — who flee danger, persecution, economic crises or climate-related catastrophes, seeking a better 
life. Ask that we might participate boldly and persistently in God’s loving work to bring hope and relief, show 
compassion, respect and generosity, and advocate for justice for our neighbors who make their way to our  
nation’s borders.  

5 “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1). Give thanks and praise God 
for being present in every circumstance to dispel our fears, calm our anxieties and stir our hope, and for  
helping us live with confidence as children of God — loved, forgiven and renewed. 

6 Pray for people of all ages who experience loneliness and depression, and pray that the Spirit will make us 
observant of, attentive to and empathetic with those who suffer in our midst but whose emotional, spiritual 
and physical struggles may not be readily apparent to us. 

7 Give thanks for the story of Lazarus’ resurrection and for the promises of God, which assure us that death, 
despair and human vulnerability will have no power over us in the life to come. 

8 Pray for the leaders of our church gathering for the annual Lutheran Outdoor Ministries conference. Give 
thanks for their nationwide ministry with people of all ages, backgrounds and abilities. 

9 Pray that God’s word and truth, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, will provide us with hope, clear direction and 
purpose for doing God’s work in the world. 

10 Pray for our rural communities, congregations and church leaders as they respond to changes and  
challenges by adapting old ministries and creating new ones. Pray that we might better understand and  
celebrate not only our diverse gifts and perspectives but also our interdependence and unity in Christ.  

11 Veterans Day  Remember in prayer women and men who serve in the military, their families, federal  
chaplains and those who attend to the needs of returning veterans. Give thanks for the sacrifice veterans have 
made on our behalf to secure freedom, justice, peace and security for our country and other nations.  

12 Pray for leaders serving on the ELCA Church Council and ask God to bless their conversations,  
deliberations and decisions, which support, shape and further the mission of our church in the world. 

13 Praise God for the diverse blessings that sustain and enrich our lives, blessings that God has entrusted to 
our care, respect, fairness and generosity. Pray that we will remember the psalmist’s words: “The earth is the 
Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it” (Psalm 24:1). 

14 Ask for God’s wisdom to discern who speaks the true gospel and word of God and who distracts us from 
our faith in Christ and our baptismal identity and purpose. 

15 Pray for those planning “the tAble: Limitless,” a pre-event to the ELCA Youth Gathering that was created 
to bless and empower young people living with a wide range of physical, cognitive and emotional disabilities, 
so that they might grow as faithful, wise and courageous witnesses throughout the church and world. 

16 Pray for people spending their last days in hospice care; ask God to comfort them and their families and 
surround them with the hope of life eternal; and give thanks for the gentle, respectful and skilled care provid-
ed by hospice professionals, pastoral care teams and volunteers. 
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17 “Let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as 
is the habit of some, but encouraging one another” (Hebrews 10:24-25). Ask the Spirit to empower,  
encourage and embolden us — as children of God and agents of change — to reflect the love of God in  
response to anger, discord, hurtfulness, isolation and bias in our world.  

18 Give thanks for ELCA Faith, Science and Technology and the Lutheran Alliance for Faith, Science and 
Technology, ministries that help us understand science and technology as gifts from God. Pray that we might 
use them to nurture community, care for creation, ease human suffering and better understand and respect the 
complexity and beauty of the universe. 

19 Lift up prayers of joy and thanksgiving for the presence of God, who gives us hope, comfort, guidance 
and refuge. 

20 Pray for the children, youth and family ministry leaders of our church. Give thanks for their vital,  
dynamic and creative service and for the work of ELCA Youth Ministry, ELCA Young Adult Ministry, 
ELCA Youth Ministry Network and related ministries of faith formation. 

21 Join other congregations today in celebrating and praying for Lutheran Summer Music, a faith-forming 
ministry that educates and inspires young musicians to use their gifts in the church, now and in the future. 

22 Pray for ELCA Justice for Women and give thanks for its work in helping us honor the integrity of  
women. Pray that we might work together to understand and eliminate violence, injustice and sexism against 
women, girls and people of diverse gender identities and expressions. 

23 Give thanks for the awesome nature of God, who is not bound by time, space, borders or human  
constructs. 

24 Pray for the pastors of our church, who have responded to God’s call to serve communities of faith in a 
multitude of contexts. Ask the Spirit to invigorate and sustain their faith and equip them for the challenges of 
ministry; ask for guidance and insight on how we can best support, encourage and care for them.  

25 Thanksgiving Day  Give thanks today — and every day — for the undeserved blessings we receive from 
God for our sustenance and well-being. Ask God to help us live with gratitude, recognize the true source of 
our food and other blessings, responsibly manage our resources, and exercise generosity and love with our 
neighbors in need, here and globally. 

26 Pray for the work we do together through ELCA World Hunger to respond to the daily needs of our 
neighbors, address the root causes of hunger and poverty, and work toward a just world where all people are 
fed.  

27 Pray that we will raise up new leaders in the church who will ground us in God’s love and forgiveness, 
renew our congregations, grow our existing communities of faith, equip us to share the good news of Jesus 
Christ and inspire us to use our unique gifts to do God’s work in the world. 

28 First Sunday of Advent  Pray that we will not live in fear of the future but will anticipate with hope, joy 
and gratitude the day when we will be welcomed into the kingdom of God because of what Jesus has done 
for us out of pure grace and mercy. 

29 Give thanks for the church’s Mission Support network, through which our 65 synods and 8,900  
congregations pool resources to love and serve the neighbor as no individual or congregation could alone.  

30 Give thanks and praise to God for knitting us together as siblings in Christ, so that we might encourage 
and strengthen each other’s faith, exchange care and support in times of need, and share our gifts, passions 
and wisdom to do God’s good work in the world.  
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Stewardship Toolkit for November 2021 

  Thanksgiving’s path to contentment 
 

“Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment, for we brought noth-

ing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. But if we 

have food and clothing, with these we will be content.” –Hebrews 13:5 

 

What would it take to make you happy? Really. In our culture, advertisements 
sell us on the idea that true happiness is always just one more purchase away.  

When we believe this, we put ourselves on the hamster wheel of want.  

No matter how hard we run, we will never get to happiness. 

More often than happiness, the Bible speaks of contentment. The two concepts are often confused, but the  

distinction is important. Whereas happiness is a pleasurable sensation that rises and falls like the tide,  

contentment is a state of satisfaction that remains calm, like the surface of a pond.  

God calls us to live contentedly, finding sufficiency in our lives, our relationships, and all we possess. We are 
enough. We have enough. When our essential needs are met, incessant wants do not infest our soul like itchy 
fleas.  

How do we find contentment? Thankfulness provides a way. We give thanks for all we are and all we have, 
appreciating every blessing. Since this is the month of Thanksgiving, make a pledge to yourself this  

November to find contentment through giving thanks. Make a “Gratitude List” of everything for which you 
are thankful. Review it daily, praying over each blessing, “I thank God for ….” Add to it as you think of new 
things.  

May you finish November as someone who is not only thankful, but also content with all you are and all you 
have. 

--Rob Blezard 

 

Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church,  

Aberdeen, MD, and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at 
www.thestewardshipguy.com. 

 
General Stewardship Resource Websites 

Stewardship of Life Institute– Headquartered at United Lutheran Seminary, this site has a trove of resources 
in areas of congregational and personal stewardship. (www.stewardshipoflife.org) 

ELCA Stewardship Resources– Our denomination’s deep well of materials. (www.elca.org/stewardship) 

Center for Stewardship Leaders – Luther Seminary’s excellent website. (faithlead.luthersem.edu/
stewardship/) 

The ELCA Foundation a ministry of our denomination. (www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation) 

The Episcopal Network for Stewardship – Solid resources! (www.tens.org/). 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
file:///C:/Users/rblezard/AppData/Sharron/Downloads/www.thestewardshipguy.com
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
http://elca.org/stewardship
http://www.elca.org/stewardship
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
https://www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation
http://www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation
https://www.tens.org/
http://www.tens.org/
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John Baker    Army 

 David Blanzy    National Guard 

 Linda M. Brady   Army 

 Robert Duvall    Marines 

 Christine Elbert   Peace Corps 

 Paul Elbert    Peace Corps 

  Jenny S. Fields   Army    (Carol Opsal) 

  Ron Filbert    Coast Guard 

  Virgil Graening   Army 

  Debbie Howell   Army    (Sandy Hagan) 

  Howard Kastner   Army 

  Wayne Lemke    Air Force 

  Garnett McDonald   Air Force 

  Roger Madson    Coast Guard 

  Donna Maloney   Air Force   (Sandy Hagan) 

  Tom Marshall    Army 

  Bill Mincks    Army 

  Jim Moodispaugh   Army 

  Carol Morris    Army 

  Jim Newman    Army 

  Bob Panozzo    Army 

  Peter Phelps    Army 

  Dick Sawinski    Public Health Service 

  Tom Schemberger   Army/Air Force 

  Norm Schuessler   Air Force 

  Laura Shally (Rev.)   Army 

  Tim Shally    Army 

  Charles Sheppard III   Army    (Carol Opsal) 

  Stan Van Hoose   Navy    (Phyllis Mills) 

  Dave Weaver    Army 

  Gene Yeager    Army 
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Kiddie Kingdom Pumpkin Painting 

Another successful pumpkin delivery to Kiddie Kingdom from Shepherd of the Lake Men’s Ministry and the 
Reading Ladies. Pumpkin painting sure looks fun!  Sandy Arrowood 
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Halloween Bingo 

On October 28, the ladies of Shepherd of the Lake had a “Spooktacular” afternoon. Friendship Hall was  
decorated for the occasion with Halloween and fall décor. The bingo games were exciting with friendly  
competition for prizes. Of course there were lots of sweet goodies for snacking! Most of all, it was a time to 
gather for an afternoon of fellowship. 
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November 29 

Deadline  for 

December Newsletter 

 

Bible Study Opportunities 

Back-to-Basics Bible Study with Pr. Ingrid 

Wednesdays at 10am (In-person & Zoom)  

+++++++ 

 

Small Group Book Study: 

Thursdays at 11am (Friendship Hall) 

“Materiality as Resistance: 

Five Elements for Moral Action in the Real World” 

by Walter Brueggemann  

+++++++ 

 

BibleProject Reading Plan: Self-study / Online 

Check out this 2 minute video of what BibleProject is all about.  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFwNZNyDu9k&feature=emb_logo 

Here is the web address to download the Reading Plan:  

https://bibleproject.com/other-resources/reading-plan/  
                                   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFwNZNyDu9k&feature=emb_logo
https://bibleproject.com/other-resources/reading-plan/

