
   

 

December 2021 

News From The Pews  
 

Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church—ELCA 
143 Chota Center, Loudon, TN 37774 

www.shepherdofthelaketn.org 
(865) 816-4756 

Ingrid J. Schalk, Pastor 

Sunday Worship  
9:00 a.m. 

In-Person  
 and 

Online    

On the website: 

Bulletins 
Announcements  

Sermons 
Pastor’s Blog 
Newsletters 
Livestream 

 
Church Council      

Steve Dormer  
President    

Deb Hatch  
Vice President    

Kandie Shubeck 
Secretary 

Ron Filbert 
Treasurer 

Mike Kemper 
Pauline Gorsline 
Members-at-Large 

 
 

Office  
Manager 

Sandy Hagan 
Shepherdofthelake13 

@gmail.com  

A Christian community sharing God’s love with the world. 



 2 

Pastor Ingrid Schalk 

From the Pastor’s Desk   

Come, Lord Jesus, Come! 
 
As we enter in the season of Advent, we begin a new church year. It is no   

surprise that the church keeps time differently than our secular calendar. The 

church has its own rhythms that help us keep in step not only with Christ’s  

story, but with the incarnate one, Jesus Christ himself. During the season of 

Advent we anticipate the coming of Christ once again. 

 

 We are called to ponder mystery and await the coming Christ, 

 to embody God’s companion for each fragile human life. 

 God is with us in our longing to bring healing to the earth, 

 while we watch with joy and wonder for the promised Savior’s birth.  

   Unexpected and Mysterious, ELW 258, stanza 3 

 

We look forward to pondering this mystery throughout this season of preparation and hope… 
 

• On Sunday mornings we keep sacred time as we sing Advent hymns, read from scripture and light 

an additional candle each week on the Advent wreath.  
 

• On Wednesday evenings we take a break from the busyness and chaos of the world as we gather 

in the sanctuary for Holden Evening Prayer by candlelight. Invite a friend or neighbor to join us 

for worship and our fellowship meal following the service 
 

• During these past months, our homes have become sacred spaces as well. Daily devotionals help 

us keep  time each day as we listen to God’s word. Light an Advent wreath at home during  

      devotional reading or at meal time. 

 
A Table Prayer for Advent 
Blessed are you, O Lords our God, 

the one who is, who was, and who is to come. 

At this table you fill us with good things. 

May these gifts strengthen us  

to share with the hungry and all those in need, 

as we wait and watch for your coming among us 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Come, Lord Jesus, Come! 
 
Advent blessings,  
 

Pr. Ingrid 
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President’s Corner 

      December Birthdays  

  3  Joyce Mincks 
  4  Norm Schuessler 
17 Bea Schultz 
20 Glenn Froese 
21 Howard Kastner 
22 Lucia Findley 
28 Dave Meilleur 
29 Deborah Lail 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

 Anniversaries 

  5  Mary Ann & Doug Collins 
  8  Penny & Dennis Hatt 
  8  Marie & Peter Phelps 
13 Carol Becker & John Baker 
27  Linda & Norm Schuessler 
 

www.shepherdofthelaketn.org 

     Select Worship 

 Sunday Servants 

 Coffee Fellowship 

 Flower Calendar 2021 

 Men’s Fellowship 

 Women’s Fellowship 

Steve Dormer 
Council  President 

 “May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony  
with one  another, in accordance with Christ Jesus…” Romans 15:5 
 This past year was more like a slalom than a cross-country trek.  We had to react  
to change in almost every aspect of our lives.  The on-again off-again changes to the  
Covid protocols certainly affected our public lives—and I think now everyone carries a  
mask, just in case.  In our private lives, events postponed from 2020 filled our calendars,  
many of us celebrating twice as many anniversaries, graduations and wedding receptions  
in a single year as a result.  Our church lives have been wrapped up in the “return to  
normal”, each decision toward that end a study in ambivalence.  Nonetheless,  
Pastor Ingrid and church leaders sought guidance in prayer to discern what would be best  
for all our members.  As a congregation we adapted, we changed, we came to terms with  
whatever was thrown at us, and we continued in worship, in fellowship and in service to others  
even if that meant making changes to the “way we had always done it”.  That’s an important lesson learned. 
 This time of year we look forward to the next year wondering what it will bring.  It’s a worthy exercise 
but not one, on reflection, that ever prepares us for what actually transpires in the coming year.  We are  
particularly ill-equipped to predict the future.  Most of us are old enough to know that the only thing we can 
predict is surprise.  Advent is a time to reflect on this.  At this time we read the prophets and marvel at their 
foretelling of the coming of a savior.  What their predictions omit is the time and place. These are the  
dimensions we live in but our God is not constrained by them.  The birth of an infant in circumstances that 
that all would happily ignore is no surprise. That the birthed child is the Son of God is a surprise and mankind 
has been dealing with it ever since.   
 Paul’s quote above reminds the congregation in Rome that their God is a steadfast one.   
Roman Christians at that time had to be ready for anything.  They were a distinct minority, considered weird 
by any of the other Romans who bothered to consider them at all.  Their fate was hardly in their hands; they 
reacted to the vicissitudes of life and, with Paul’s encouragement and the guidance of a steadfast God, grew in 
faith and in numbers.   
 We are a small congregation in a distant time and place from first century Romans.  We are,  
nonetheless, inheritors of their faith and traditions.  Much has changed in the world since that time, quite a bit 
of it for the good, we should remind ourselves.  What has not changed is the word of God and the evidence of 
God’s love expressed each day by the presence of Jesus in our lives.  Recalling that birth we celebrate the 
change it brings to the world and to the hearts of its people.  As a result we face whatever may come confident 
that God will be with us as He has been with all those in every time who precede us in faith.    
 Have a blessed Advent Season and a Merry Christmas.  Steve 



 4 

Our PLACE  -  Adult Day Center 

 Shepherd of the Lake Commemorative Brick program has raised $120,400 to date. Not only has 
church congregants helped to raise money, but many residents in Loudon, Monroe and surrounding counties 
have contributed to this program as well. 
 They are still on target for opening mid to late March 2022. Celia Gruzalski, has been hired as the  
Executive Director and is already active in her new position, along with Sarah Martin as the Program  
Director. Both will be full-time employees. There will also be part-time employees and a team of trained and 
supervised volunteers. All staff members will receive initial and ongoing training as required by the State.  
 For those that may be interested or know of interested people for part-time opportunities, visit the  
Our PLACE website for more details CAREERS | Our PLACE (ourplacetn.org) 
 Many people at So+L have helped to get the Commemorative Brick Program in motion.  
Tom Schemberger has been the cheerleader for this program following the passing of Tom Findley in  
December 2020. 

   
Visit the website  

www.Ourplacetn.org 
 

https://www.ourplacetn.org/general-5-1
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Member of the Month 

Good Shepherd Center 

Christmas Caroling 

 The Good Shepherd Center is in need of blankets. We get many re-
quests for blankets that we are unable to fill.  Sleeping bags are also wel-
comed, especially helpful for keeping the homeless warm.   

 When you donate items to KARM, please ask that our church gets 
credit for your donations.  Our church then receives gift cards based on our 
giving. This fall Pastor Ingrid gave me $100.00 in KARM gift cards. I was 
able to purchase winter jackets and blankets for GSC.  While checking out 
with the winter coats, the clerk responded that I must be going on vacation in 
a cold climate. I explained why I was purchasing the coats, and added that I 
was disappointed that I couldn’t find blankets.  She then went to the back 

room as she thought some blankets were put aside. I was able to go back there and choose the ones that were the 
warmest. Because they knew what I was doing, they gave them to me at a reduced rate!   

 When GSC gets rid of the seasonal clothing, Charlie and I take it to KARM and our church gets credit for 
it. It really is a wonderful circle of giving and being good stewards. This month I procured 100 coupons for  
winter coats from KARM.  Half of the coupons were given to Sandy Arrowood for the families at  
Kiddie Kingdom.  These families are the working poor and our help is greatly appreciated.  I got 29 children  
jackets and 21 adult jackets for the people we serve at GSC.  I have to tell you that it is so rewarding to see the 
gratitude on the faces of those who receive these jackets!  Charlie and I are so grateful to be able to serve the poor 
of Monroe County.  We meet Jesus when we feed the poor and clothe the “naked”.       Kandie Shubeck 
 

Make plans today to join us as we sing Christmas Carols at the ACT 
Home in Loudon, on Sunday, December 19 following  
Coffee Fellowship. Song sheets will be provided and all we need 
are your voices to share seasonal songs with these ladies. This is 
another one of our outreach activities that we do annually and it is 
so appreciated by the residents. So, grab your winter coat, ear 
muffs, scarf, gloves, and your voices to cheer the hearts of these 
special ladies.  

COMING IN JANUARY .... 

Donna Navratil will begin "roaming" in January looking to interview both new 
and "old" members for our Member Profile in upcoming newsletters.  We've 
all been away from each other for too long and it's time to get reacquainted!! 
She promises it will be painless! 
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Women’s Fellowship 
 

 

 
 
All women of the church are invited to our monthly 
events; we’d love to have you join us!  Please feel 
free to invite a friend as well!  The typical day we 
meet is the third Thursday of the month, although    
occasionally the day is moved back a week. 

Please Save the Date for the upcoming events for 
2021: 
 
 • Thursday, December 16 
              Christmas Luncheon (bring a dish to share) 
              at Schembergers’ home  

 

Please sign up on the SignUpGenius that is sent via 
email or call the church office.  Hope to see you 
soon! 
 

 

Thursday, December 16 
12 noon  

 
We will be having our Annual Women’s Christmas 
Luncheon at Sue Schemberger’s home on Thursday, 
December 16, at 12 noon. We ask that you plan to  
carpool from the church at 11:45 a.m.  

Please indicate what dish you plan to bring to  
complement the meal.  

Go to SignUpGenius and add your name to the list. 
Women's Fellowship: Women's Christmas Luncheon 
(signupgenius.com)  
 
 

Christmas Social 

Sunday, December 12  

3:30 pm 

 

It's back!!  Mark your calendars 
for the annual So+L Christmas 
social and white elephant gift  
exchange at Frank and Donna 
Navratil's: 221 Chickasaw Ln. Right here in Tellico 
Village 3:30 PM - ? 
 
Bring a yummy hors d'oeuvre or scrumptious holiday 
sweet to share! And don't forget your  
beautifully wrapped white elephant gift  
(one per person) for the always fun Christmas gift  
exchange!  We feel  

comfortable inviting y'all back 
into our home - masks  
optional - at your discretion! 
Take it from one that has  
experienced past events, this 
is a fun time for all and you 
will love the awesome food! 

 
 
 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 

 
 

Saturday, December 18 
at 8:30am 

Friendship Hall 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE to join the men with coffee and 
breakfast items of your choice as they fellowship  
together. Host for the December gathering is  
John Baker.  
 

Go to SignUpGenius and make your reservation and 
select the food you plan to bring.  It will be a great time 
to socialize while safe distancing.   

Men's Fellowship: Men's Fellowship Breakfast 
(signupgenius.com) 

For questions, email Howard Kastner 
(howardkastner285@gmail.com) or call Sandy at the 
church office 865-816-4756 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-womens1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-womens1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-mens
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-mens
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Card Making Ministry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Card Making Ministry will NOT meet in  
December.  
Be sure to mark your calendar to join us Thursday,   
January 13, at 10am in Friendship Hall. Invite your 
friends as all are welcome - no experience needed.   
Any questions, give me a call (936-520-2271)  
or send an email csopsal@gmail.com    
 

     Carol Opsal  

 

Follow Us on Facebook 

 

From our HOME page on the website  

(lower left-hand corner). We are posting items of  

interest at the church to help keep you more  

informed of activities that are taking place. 

  

We welcome your comments and suggestions.  

  

You may contact Claire Moxim  

(the FB expert) or Sandy Hagan (B-team) at the 

church office.  865-816-4756 

  

 

COME, LET US PRAY 
Sunday, December 5,  
at 7 pm (Sanctuary) 

Faith grows by reading and 
meditating upon the Word of 
God. Most of all, faith thrives 
in an atmosphere of prayer.    

    ~  E.M. Bounds 

 We all have the need to lift up prayers for  
ourselves, family, friends, or our country. Each month 
there are people in the church that get together in the 
sanctuary on a Sunday evening lifting up those prayer 
requests by name. Prayer is a powerful tool! You are  
invited to come to the sanctuary to be with this group 
or just simply contact the church off with any prayer 
needs—spoken or unspoken. If you are uncomfortable 
praying aloud, you may just sit and “be present”. 
 Please join us in the Sanctuary as we lift the 
names of our Shepherd of the Lake members, family. 
and friends to the Lord.  Join us in the sanctuary as we 
pray for our church families and others around the 
world. 
 In January, the Let Us Pray team will meet on 
Sunday, January 9, at 7pm in the sanctuary. 

Communications Team 

The Communications Team felt it was important to 
provide a Mission Statement for this work area. 

“To provide support to church staff, committees, and 
ministries to develop, implement, and maintain a  
dynamic communications system that supports the 
overall mission and strategic plan.” 

You, the church, are an integral part of this mission 
statement, so your support is valued and necessary as 
we reach out into the community to make Shepherd 
of the Lake Lutheran Church more visible in Tellico 
Village and surrounding communities. 

Join us in this effort by sharing  

“A Christian community sharing God’s love with the 

world “ 

 
 
We welcome your  
ideas as we plan for 2022. 
Claire Moxim, Glenn Froese, 
Donna Navratil, Pr. Ingrid, 
Steve Dormer, Sandy Hagan. 

mailto:Csopsal@gmail.com
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Women’s Fellowship—Floral Workshop 

On November 18, sixteen ladies and two friends met in Friendship Hall. A soup, bread, and dessert 
lunch was served. Afterwards, Joan (friend of Jean Clesen) led the group in making a fall floral  
arrangement. Everyone went home with a beautiful centerpiece for Thanksgiving. 
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Flowers in the sanctuary, why?  

 Flowers are part of the beauty and frailty of creation and thus symbolic of our joy in Christ as well as 
earthly finitude. Flowers are used at Shepherd of the Lake to adorn our worship space. Fresh flowers are used 
for their symbolism of life, joy, and human frailty. Live potted plants, while they do not have the same  
symbolism of frailty and sacrifice as cut flowers, do reflect the beauty of creation. However, the simplicity of 
Lent may suggest that flowers be omitted during this season. You have seen at Shepherd of the Lake the use 
of fresh flowers, live plants and other creative ways of celebrating the season or festival being observed. Note 
the recent beautiful harvest arrangement in front of the altar. We celebrate Christmas with poinsettias and 
Easter with lilies.  
 Going forward please sign up online at the SignUpGenius site to place flowers in our sanctuary. If 
you would like to donate flowers but are not able to purchase or arrange them, please contact altar care and 
we will make arrangements to facilitate your gift. Also it is not necessary to purchase or provide two  
arrangements of flowers, one is sufficient. 
 

Please contact Christine Elbert (cbelbert@gmail.com) 
 

 

Altar care, why?  

 Serving in altar care is a ministry of serving others.  Our motivation for serving in altar care or as a 
sacristan is gratitude, gratitude for what Christ has done for us by joining us to his own death and  
resurrection in our baptism. He gives us love and support in the human communion (or fellowship) of the 
church. He gives us the bread of life and the cup of blessing in holy communion. In response to all of these 
gifts we are called to offer ourselves to Christ’s service:  hence altar care. Here at Shepherd of the Lake altar 
care is more than setting the table for Sunday service. Changing the paraments and banners for the seasons of 
the church, setting up for Lenten and Advent services, and stripping the altar for Maundy Thursday are just a 
few of the services sacristans provide. Preparation for baptism and funerals  are also our privilege to provide. 
We are grateful servants: ministers of God, ministers of God’s people, ministers of the liturgy, and ministers 
of the worship space.  
 Perhaps this is a ministry you would like to experience. It is not only an opportunity, but a blessing  to 
serve.  You are welcome to join us.  
 

Please contact Christine Elbert (cbelbert@gmail.com) 

A LETTER FROM WORSHIP AND MINISTRY 

What Is God Calling You to DO? 

Many hands DO make light work and that is why it 
is important to return your forms to the church  
office. This tool helps when we are needing Sunday 
Servants or other work areas of the church  
throughout the year. By providing your information, 
we can maintain this in our database and contact 
you when we are in need of your volunteering  
services.  
 So, if you have not turned your sheet in to 
the office, please consider helping us out for 2022. I 

could not do my job without the volunteer support of this church. Should you need a form or have any 
questions, please contact Sandy at 865-816-4756. 

mailto:cbelbert@gfmail.com
mailto:cbelbert@gmail.com
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Mountain Views Article—December 

So What's a H.A.B.I.T. ? 

 You may have noticed HABIT listed as one of the ministries at Shepherd of the Lake, but what is it? 
 H.A.B.I.T. stands for Human Animal Bond in Tennessee and is composed of representatives from the 
University of Tennessee College of Veterinary Medicine, volunteers from the community, and private  
veterinary practitioners.  H.A.B.I.T. sponsors programs that foster pet visitation to nursing homes, assisted  
living residences, retirement centers, mental health centers, residences for children with special needs,  
rehabilitation facilities, hospital settings and schools.  Currently over 400 members are involved in over 70 
different programs. 
 One such program supplies RUFF READERS to local elementary schools.  I've participated in this 
program with my two little rescue dogs in both Loudon and Monroe Counties for many years.  Once a week, 
we visit a classroom for about an hour while the children read to the dogs.  Depending on the teacher's needs 
evaluation, this is always considered a reward for the kids, some of whom just need a little time to practice 
their skills to a non-judgmental listener (the dog). 
 Your animal (dog, cat, bird, etc.) is interviewed by a HABIT evaluator to be placed in the area where 
they will do best.  Some facilities require different skills - a nursing home or hospital would not necessarily be 
looking for an overly enthusiastic animal where that joyful animal could be placed in a school setting with 
some supervision.  If you have any desire to spend some quality time with your pet while bringing a smile to a 
face or a feeling of accomplishment to a young reader, then think about becoming a H.A.B.I.T volunteer.   
Volunteers are in high demand.  You can find out more about the program by visiting vetmed.tennessee.edu/
outreach/habit/. Claire Moxim     
 
                         See photos on the next page
   

“Advent = Practicing Patience” 
By Donna Navratil 

 
 We are fast approaching the end of another year and with that the season of “Advent” where churches 
and people all around the world anticipate and prepare for the Christmas holiday.  The dictionary defines  
advent as a coming into place or arrival.  During this time Christians are awaiting the arrival of the baby Jesus.  
Maybe you are also waiting for other things to come into place at this time of year as well - a long awaited  
promotion, reconciliation from estrangement, a visit from a long distance friend or  family member, a new  
baby or grandbaby.  Whatever it may be, it is always hard to wait!  
 Today we live in a world of instant gratification.  And as we move into the Christmas season this 
seems to increase as we deal with a barrage of invitations.  We seem to be called upon to eat more, do more, 
drink more and buy more.  Do you find yourself dreading this time of year because of all the commitments 
and plans that take up so much of your time?  That’s why “Advent” is the perfect time to practice patience.  
Patience through this chaotic season can provide us with the support we need to slow down.   A little bit of 
patience can go a long way in helping us better enjoy Christmas and understand the real reason for the season! 
 We all know how excited children get with the approaching Christmas celebration.  Oftentimes they 
say that they just can’t wait until Christmas.  We as adults always remind them to be patient.  Christmas will 
be here before you know it!  Let’s practice what we preach and learn to tolerate delays, and the suffering of 
crowds. Let’s try not to get angry or upset with the many demands of the Christmas season.   In so doing you 
may just find yourself enjoying Christmas all the more! 
 Shepherd of the Lake will be offering midweek Advent services at 5:00 pm on December 1, December 
8 and December 14 followed by a soup and bread supper in Friendship Hall for those who feel comfortable 
sharing a meal.  You are welcome to join us for some quiet reflection amidst the holiday chaos! 

http://vetmed.tennessee.edu/outreach/habit/
http://vetmed.tennessee.edu/outreach/habit/
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This is H.A.B.I.T. 
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After a very stressful day of errands, housework, tense relationships and 
general grumbling, I was driving home, later than I'd hoped (as usual) 
when I pulled out onto Route 411 and the lake appeared to just rise up, 
showing off a most glorious, spectacular sunset.  God spoke, loud and 
clear and wrapped up the day in His glory.  He often makes me laugh at 
myself for putting such a negative slant on what is actually the gift of  
another wonderful day.  Claire Moxim 
 
I saw God in a sweet text message from Pr. Ingrid, “I am grateful for YOU.”  Sandy Hagan 

Every time I look into our 3 year old grandson's face!  He was born with a cataract in one eye and had an 
excellent visit with his pediatric ophthalmologist last week!  God is good!    Donna Navratil 
 
Over Thanksgiving at my 45th high school reunion, I saw God working in the lives of a high school  
classmate and his son. My friend, Keko, told the story over lunch: While he was hospitalized on a ventilator 
with COVID in Illinois, his son died of COVID in Washington state. He fought for his own life to be  
released from the hospital to travel to Washington for the funeral, which he did.  There, a young man shared 
with him the impact of his son on his life—more so than any other person. Keko was unaware of what his 
son could have done to make such a profound impact on this young man. Keko’s son had introduced him to 
Jesus and mentored him in faith over many years.  I could see that Keko’s son was only following in the 
footsteps of his father.  Pr. Ingrid 

Downtown Tellico Village Christmas Tree Lighting 

Where Did You See God This Month? 
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Stewardship Toolkit for December 2021 

‘It’s the thought that counts’ 
 Jesus said, “Give, and it will be given to you.” -Luke 6:38 

 Why is it so hard to find that all-too-elusive “perfect gift” for the  
loved ones in your life? For many of us, it’s because they already have  
everything they need and most of what they want.  
 It sometimes feels impossible to find a gift that won’t be banished  
to that closet for unwanted, unneeded, and unused presents -- alongside the  
loud ties, the strong perfumes, the unread books, and the garish sweaters. 
 When it comes to gift-giving, it’s often said, “It’s the thought that counts.” If that’s true, why do we 
still put so much emphasis on the gift?  
 This year focus on the thoughts behind your Christmas gifts. Thoughts in keeping with the season. 
Thoughts of meeting real needs and giving where it will be much appreciated. With so many disadvantaged 
people in the world, at least some of our Christmas budget would be well spent helping our needy neighbors.  
 If you are buying for a loved one who has everything, consider instead giving a monetary donation in 
their honor to a worthy charity that helps the poor. Some charities, such as Heifer International and ELCA 
Good Gifts, let you buy a specific item – such as a goat or pig for a family, or a water well for a village – to 
help people in the developing world. 
 Make the gift in your loved one’s name or honor, and then describe it in a card attached to a low-cost 
“token” gift, such as a small box of chocolates or a bottle of wine. The better part of your gift will go to  
someone who truly needs it, and your loved one will share the joy of loving and helping your neighbors in 
need.  
 Just remember, ‘It’s the thought that counts!” 

Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church,  
Aberdeen, MD, and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at 
www.thestewardshipguy.com. 
 
General Stewardship Resource Websites 

Stewardship of Life Institute– Headquartered at United Lutheran Seminary, this site has a trove of re-
sources in areas of congregational and personal stewardship. (www.stewardshipoflife.org) 

ELCA Stewardship Resources– Our denomination’s deep well of materials. (www.elca.org/stewardship) 

Center for Stewardship Leaders – Luther Seminary’s excellent website. (faithlead.luthersem.edu/
stewardship/) 

The ELCA Foundation a ministry of our denomination. (www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation) 

The Episcopal Network for Stewardship – Solid resources! (www.tens.org/). 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
file:///C:/Users/rblezard/AppData/Sharron/Downloads/www.thestewardshipguy.com
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
http://elca.org/stewardship
http://www.elca.org/stewardship
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
https://www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation
http://www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation
https://www.tens.org/
http://www.tens.org/
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Prayer Ventures—December 

1 World AIDS Day  Join in prayer with our siblings around the world to remember all in our communities 
who have been and continue to be affected by HIV and AIDS. Pledge to God that we will work together to 
raise awareness and recommit ourselves and the church to a faithful and dedicated response.   

2 Give thanks for Advent wreaths and other faith traditions that remember and celebrate God’s dwelling 
among us in Jesus, God’s gift of eternal life, and Jesus’ enduring presence and light in the world and within 
us. 

3 International Day of Persons with  Disabilities  Pray that we will grow stronger and more aware in our 
church’s commitment to seek full inclusion and equitable participation of all people within the life of society 
and the church, embracing the whole person — abilities, questions, life experiences, complexities and all. 

4 “Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation” (Psalm 25:5). Pray that God 
will be patient with us as we strive to be faithful followers and students of Christ; ask the Spirit to stir our 
hunger for understanding the word of God and reveal its implications for our daily lives. 

5 Pray that we will be eager to share the gospel and will welcome the Spirit to use our gifts, abilities, insights 
and life experiences to prepare the way for others to believe in Christ.  

6 Give thanks for the opportunities provided by the new ELCA Good Gifts catalog to respond generously to 
the unique needs and priorities of congregations, companion churches and partners — close to home and 
around the world. 

7 Pray for congregations in your community and for ELCA congregations and ministries across the country, 
that we will thrive in our witness and service and will encourage one another in doing God’s work in the 
world. 

8 Pray for our global companions and our companion synods as we journey together during Advent, drawing 
on our diverse traditions and practices to focus on the coming of Jesus, the gift of salvation and our unity in 
the body of Christ. 

9 Praise God for looking upon us with mercy and love, for liberating us from the consequences of human 
weakness and sin, and for restoring our relationship as children of God. 

10 Reflect on your hopes and what you anticipate as a child of God; express them to God and thank God for 
accompanying us in times of waiting and anticipation and for remaining faithful to the promises God has 
made to us. 

11 Give thanks for how our siblings in Christ observe and celebrate Advent, Christmas and the birth of Jesus 
Christ in diverse cultures. Pray that these rich and meaningful traditions, practices and perspectives will  
deepen our understanding and appreciation of the gift and good news of Jesus Christ — God’s sacrificial  
expression of love and mercy. 

12 Pray that, through the work of the Spirit in us, every aspect of our life will manifest the good fruits of love, 
generosity, justice, peace, service and faithfulness to the word of God. 

13 Pray for congregations and youth ministry leaders who are making decisions about participating in the 
ELCA Youth Gathering and for those who have decided to attend and are beginning to prepare for their  
faith-building experience.  

14 Remember in prayer seafarers and fishermen of all nations whose work separates them from family, 
friends and community for long periods of time. Pray that they will be uplifted and sustained by the assurance 
that they are remembered, valued, loved and always connected with their siblings in Christ, everywhere. 

15 Pray that we will be filled with “the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding” (Philippians 4:7) 
and that our most burdensome worries, concerns and anxieties will be calmed and diminished. 

16 Las Posadas (“The Inns”), a tradition observed in Latin America and in some congregations in our country, 
remembers and reenacts the journey of Mary and Joseph seeking shelter just before the birth of Jesus. Give 
thanks for his birth and remember in prayer refugees, immigrants and people everywhere who are homeless 
and seek shelter, rest, sanctuary and hope. 

17 Living in the promise and reality of the new covenant God has made with us in Jesus Christ, remember in 
prayer the words of Isaiah: “I will give thanks to you, O Lord, for though you were angry with me, your anger 
turned away, and you comforted me. Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the 
Lord God is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation” (Isaiah 12:1-2). 
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18 International Migrants Day  Pray for our siblings who are refugees and immigrants around the world, in 
our country and at our borders. Ask the Spirit to fill us with generosity and renew our commitment to justice, 
compassion and empathy, recognizing both our unique needs and our common desire for safety and security, 
the best for our children and families, meaningful and life-sustaining employment, caring communities,  
opportunities to use our gifts and skills, and mutual acceptance and respect as children of God.  

19 Rejoice in God our Savior, who shows us love and mercy and attends to the needs of people who are poor, 
hungry, ill, neglected or excluded by society. Pray that God will work through us, using our unique gifts and 
passions to respond to, serve and embrace our neighbors in need while respecting their dignity.   

20 Katharina von Bora Luther (1499-1552)  Remember and give thanks for the witness, leadership and  
service of women who help strengthen our faith, share the gospel, grow and provide leadership for the 
church, deepen our understanding of Scripture, and serve neighbors in need around the world. 

21 Winter solstice  As the days get shorter in our hemisphere, pray for people of all ages who suffer  
depression and loneliness, especially during the holiday season; pray that they will be comforted and uplifted 
by their faith and the knowledge that God is ever-present and sees our suffering, loneliness and despair; and 
ask the Spirit to help us be attentive, caring and empathetic friends and siblings in Christ for one another.  

22 Pray that God will hear and attend to our every prayer — spoken or silent, individual or communal — and 
that God will restore us, strengthen our faith, guide our lives and help us respond to perplexing problems in 
our communities and the world. 

23 Let our prayers echo Mary’s song of praise for God’s power, presence and life-giving activity in the 
world, and for looking upon humanity with undeserved love and mercy and blessing us with the promised 
messiah, Jesus Christ.  

24 Christmas Eve  What an awesome gift has been given to us in the birth of a tiny, unassuming baby — the 
son of God, our true Savior and the redeemer of the world. “Glory to God in the highest” (Luke 2:14)! 

25 Christmas Day  Sing and shout prayers of thanksgiving and praise to God for living among us in the  
person of Jesus to help us experience and understand the good news of God’s saving grace, truth and  
amazing love for humankind and all creation. Again, we say, “Glory to God in the highest!”  

26 Pray that our life together in the church and as siblings in Christ will help us mature in faith, understand 
God’s word and ways, face the challenges of daily life, serve our neighbor and be confident in inviting others 
to believe and have faith in Jesus. 

27 Kwanzaa begins this week. Give thanks to God for the richness and significance of the traditions, cultures, 
values, stories, faith and leadership of our siblings of African descent. 

28 Let us join earth and the heavens in praising God, from whom all things are brought into being and  
imbued with life and purpose. 

29 Pray that our lives will shine brightly with the love and mercy God has shown us, so that we are clear  
witnesses to the gospel and bold and unconstrained in serving our neighbors in need who yearn for hope,  
relief and good news. 

30 In a world where anger, vengeance, division, impatience and self-interest are all too familiar, pray that we 
embrace together the freedom, new self and purpose that we have received in baptism, so that we, too, will 
take to heart the words of encouragement Paul wrote to the Christians in Colossae: “As God’s chosen ones, 
holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with 
one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven 
you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love” (Colossians 3:12-14). 

31 New Year’s Eve  Give thanks that we are new creations in Jesus Christ and that we can begin each day of 
every year with hope, renewed faith and restored vision for the work that God calls us to do in the world. 
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DECEMBER 27 

Deadline  for 

January Newsletter 

 

Bible Study Opportunities 

Back-to-Basics Bible Study with Pr. Ingrid 

Wednesday, Dec. 1 & 8, at 10am  

(In-person & Zoom)  

 

+++++++ 

 

Small Group Book Study: 

Will resume in 2022  -  Date to be announced 

Thursdays at 11am (Friendship Hall) 

+++++++ 

 

BibleProject Reading Plan: Self-study / Online 

Check out this 2 minute video of what BibleProject is all about.  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFwNZNyDu9k&feature=emb_logo 

Here is the web address to download the Reading Plan:  

https://bibleproject.com/other-resources/reading-plan/  
                                   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFwNZNyDu9k&feature=emb_logo
https://bibleproject.com/other-resources/reading-plan/

