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First Sunday of Christmas

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS


PRELUDE
Stand, turning to face the baptismal font and processional cross
DIALOGUE
P
C

Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world.
By day and night he shines for all to see.

P
C

Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty
that the world may see the justice and richness of God.

P
C

God so loved the world that God sent Jesus,
so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life.

P
C

Jesus is the light of the world.
Jesus is the light of our lives.

P
C

Sing to God a new song!
A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world.

GATHERING HYMN
C

Joy to the World (st. 1, 2)

ELW 267

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
let ev'ry heart prepare him room
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

OPENING PRAYER
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P

Let us pray. Gracious God of heaven and earth,
you have thrown a lifeline to us in our darkness—
a beam of light that shines through Jesus.
Though born in a manger, he is the firstborn of all creation.
Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life.
Fill us with the wonder and joy of his presence in the world and in our hearts.
Amen.

C
Sit

3

LESSONS AND CAROLS
First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18
1

L
C

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the
waters. 3Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light
was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
14
And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night;
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in
the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth." And it was so. 16God made the two great
lights — the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night — and the
stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day
and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was
good.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Carol:
C

I Wonder as I Wander (st. 1, 2)

WOV 642

I wonder as I wander, out under the sky,
How Jesus the Savior did come for to die
for poor ord’-n’ry people like you and like I.
I wonder as I wander, out under the sky.
When Mary birthed Jesus, all in a cow’s stall,
Came wisemen and farmers and shepherds and all,
and high from the heavens a star’s light did fall;
the promise of the ages it then did recall.

Second Reading: Micah 5:2-5a
L

2

L
C

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
3
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.
4
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
5
and he shall be the one of peace.
If the Assyrians come into our land
and tread upon our soil,
we will raise against them seven shepherds
and eight installed as rulers.

4

Carol:
C

O Little Town of Bethlehem (st. 1, 4)

ELW 279

O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.
O holy child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in,
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;
oh, come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Immanuel!
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893

Third Reading: Luke 1:26-35, 38
26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one!
The Lord is with you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what
sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary said to
the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 38Then Mary
said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then
the angel departed from her.
L
C

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Carol:

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came (st. 1, 4)

ELW 265

Fourth Reading: Matthew 1:18-25
18

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child
from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph,
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by
the Lord through the prophet:
23
"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 24When Joseph
awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his
wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him
Jesus.
L
C

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
6

Carol:
C

What Child Is This (st. 1, 2)

ELW 296

What child is this, who, laid to rest,
on Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud,
the babe, the son of Mary!
Why lies he in such mean estate
where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
the silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce him through,
the cross be borne for me, for you;
hail, hail the Word made flesh,
the babe, the son of Mary!

Fifth Reading: Luke 2:8-20
8

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for
see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,
14

"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
15
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them
about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.
L
C

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Carol:
C

The First Noel (st. 1, 2)

ELW 300

The first Noel the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.
Refrain
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel.
They looked up and saw a star
shining in the east beyond them far;
and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night. Refrain

Sixth Reading: Matthew 2:1-11
1

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet:
6
'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.'"
7
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also
go and pay him homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead
of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where
the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with
joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
L
C

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Carol:
C

What Child Is This (st. 3)

ELW 296

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh;
come, peasant, king, to own him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
the virgin sings her lullaby;
joy, joy, for Christ is born,
the babe, the son of Mary!
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898

8

Seventh Reading: John 1:1-14
1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life,
and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overcome it.
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world.
10
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of
God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God.
14
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory
as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.
L
C
Carol:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

ELW 490

9

Stand
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let
us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
You come to us in gatherings of your church across the globe. Unite us with those who
celebrate your birth even when they are weighed down by grief, loss, poverty, hunger, or
injustice. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us in the diverse splendor of the universe. Grant us the humility to trust our
place in the network of creation, that we live in service to you and the natural world.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us through relationships of many kinds: families, friendships, communities,
and nations. Guide us in these relationships, that we recognize the Christ child in one
another and show your love to those most vulnerable. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us through people whom the world forgets. Poor shepherds and an
imprisoned Paul announced your good news. Send your Spirit to all who are imprisoned,
struggling with addiction, unwell, or in any need this day especially those we name aloud
or silently in our hearts. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us in acts of justice and forgiveness. Open our hearts to forgive one another,
without permitting injustice. Supply us with the wisdom to be clothed with love, binding
all things together in perfect harmony. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us through those who have died yet live with you forever. We give thanks
for Stephen, deacon and martyr, who gave his life to tell the story of your love.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

C

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our
prayers to you, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

THE PEACE
P
C

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Sit
SOLO

Mary Did You Know?
Mary Ann Collins

Stand
10

OFFERING PRAYER
P
C

Let us pray. God with us:
You came as a baby to a manger.
You slept on straw and greeted shepherds.
You come again in bread and wine.
Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things.
And then, through these gifts,
help us to bless the lives of others
in the strength of your holy name.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
P

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh
you have opened the eyes of faith
to a new and radiant vision of your glory,
that, beholding the God made visible,
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS
Sung to the tune of “Let all Mortal Flesh Keep Silence.”
C

Holy, holy Lord most holy, God of pow’r and God of might;
heav’n and earth reveal your glory. Hail, hosanna, Lord of light!
Blessed be the coming Savior. Hail, hosanna, Lord of Light!

11

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P

In the night in which he was handed over,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

C

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Amen.

P

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit; let us pray as Jesus taught us.

LORD'S PRAYER
C
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P
C

Joy to the world! The Lord is come!
Let every heart receive our Savior.
Thanks be to God!

Sit

12

AGNUS DEI

ELW 195

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
As you receive the elements, hear these words:
“The body of Christ given for you.”
“The blood of Christ shed for you.”
After all have communed, baskets will be passed to collect the communion cups and
packaging.
Stand
P
C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P
C

Let us pray.
On Christmas day, O God, you gave us
Christ the Son to save us.
As you sent the one foretold,
send us now with good news for all people.
Let the gladness of this feast have no end
as we share with others the joy that fills us;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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BLESSING
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!
Praise God, all creatures here below!
You are the shepherds telling the story.
We tell it in the streets and across the land.
You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving.
We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures.
You are the angels announcing peace.
We live with joy and go now in peace.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN
C

Go Tell It on the Mountain (st. 1, 3)

ELW 290

Refrain:
Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and ev'rywhere;
go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!
While shepherds kept their watching
o'er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light. Refrain
Down in a lonely manger
the humble Christ was born;
and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain
Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.

DISMISSAL
P
C
P
C

Glory to God in the highest!
Peace to God’s people on earth!
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Coffee and Fellowship will follow in Friendship Hall.
All are welcome!
B-52 12/26/2021 Setting 10
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Sandy Brabant

Poinsettias in our Sanctuary…Christmas 2021
Memory
Our Son, David Harp

Linda Brady & Deb Hickman

Memory

Our Parents

Julie & Kevin Claus

Memory

Don Gross

Jean & Ron Clesen

Memory

Our Parents

Eileen & Steve Dormer

Memory

Stephen J Dormer

Eileen & Steve Dormer

Honor

Family & Friends

Lucile & Robert Duvall

Memory

Loved Ones

Bea & Ron Filbert

Honor

To the Glory of God

Lucia Findley

Memory
Memory

My Beloved Tom
My Father Ernesto Cestti

Sandy Hagan

Honor

So+L Faithful Volunteers

Deb & Amos Hatch

Memory

Our Parents - Chester & Colleen Hatch
Ed & Cathy Ridenour

Penny Hatt

Honor
Memory

Dennis & Penny Hatt’s 50th Anniversary
Family Members

Susan & Howard Kastner

Memory

Our Parents

Carl Kirts

Honor
Memory

Brian Kirts
Arlene Kirts

Fran McKnight

Memory

Roger McKnight

Phyllis Mills

Memory

Norman Mills

Sara & David Meilleur

Memory

Loved Ones

Ruth Mullen

Honor
Memory

Family
Ken Mullen

Donna & Frank Navratil

Honor
Memory

Our Grandchildren
Our Parents

Carol & Steve Opsal

Memory

Our Parents

Pr. Ingrid and Tim Schalk

Memory

Raymond and Lucia Pierson
Noel and Carl Schalk

Sue & Tom Schemberger

Memory

Irene & Jack Schemberger
Rev. Clarence & Marjorie Warfel

Linda & Norm Schuessler

Memory

Our Parents

Marjorie Sunner

Memory

Our Parents

Pat & Gene Yeager

Honor

Our Family
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