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Looking back….  Looking forward….  
  

      It’s that time of year… the week between Christmas and New Year’s Day. Once 
the celebration of Christmas day is past, our culture is quick to pack away the  
Christmas decorations and turns to reflecting on the past year as we await the  
heralding of 2022.   
      This week is very different for me this year - I find myself packing my office,  
reflecting on the past five and half years of ministry at Shepherd of the Lake and how 
very difficult it is for me to take leave as your pastor. I am filled gratitude for each of 
you.   
      When I look back to June of 2016, I marvel at all that God has done among us 
(despite the pandemic!) and I have been greatly blessed to be a part of it. Here are a  
few memorable moments as I reflect on our ministry together… I invite you to reflect with me…  
      Lots of celebrations and lots of cake! Be it 90th birthdays, 50th (and 60th) wedding anniversaries,  
Sue Schemberger’s 10th anniversary serving as accompanist, or welcoming new members, we love to party. 
We’ve given thanks and celebrated the lives of loved ones who have died - both members and non-members - 
in heartfelt ways. 
      We celebrated the 5th anniversary of the congregation along with the purchase of the building from  
Click Funeral Home - debt free! A significant part of the renovations were completed despite obstacles and 
delays; and, the planning continues for future phases.  
      The 500th anniversary of the Reformation was a yearlong celebration filled with programming -  
lecture series, Lutheran-Catholic dialog, skits, a visit to the Pitts Library, …. and LOTS of German food.  
      Blessing beloved pets, blessings of homes and boats, praying together in hospital waiting rooms (and over 
the phone), and sharing communion in ways we would not have imagined. Traveling together to the Holy 
Land - what an adventure!  
      We’ve learned so much through Bible study and book discussion groups. It was my privilege to attend the 
Festival of Homiletics in San Antonio, Washington DC and Minneapolis, and numerous SE Synod events - 
thank you!!  
      We’ve worshipped in meaningful ways during Advent and Lent with Holden Evening Prayer and  
Prayer around the Cross. Our voices have joined with other choirs in festival worship services. We are now 
worshipping online due to necessity (which was no small accomplishment) and improved the quality of that 
worship experience with additional equipment and expertise.  We’ve stayed connected in ways we never 
dreamed…. 
      And, we’ve connected with communities beyond our own in so many outreach projects. I believe this is 
where the light of Christ shines brightest through Shepherd of the Lake - sharing God’s love with the world in 
very tangible ways through organizations like Water to Thrive, Good Shepherd Center, Our PLACE Adult 
Care Center, Friendship Kitchen, Habitat for Humanity, ACT 
group home, The House that Mercy Built and Kiddie King-
dom to name a few…  
 

      What is God dreaming of next… for ALL of us???  
 

     None of us can sure what that looks like, but I am certain 
that God is up to something good.  
     God is doing a new thing right here… God is with us every 
step of the way.  
 
A very blessed New Year to all… 
 God be with you till we meet again.  
 

Pr. Ingrid 
 

The Lord watch between me and thee,  
when we are absent one from another. Gen. 31:49  

Pastor Ingrid Schalk 

From the Pastor’s Desk   
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President’s Corner 

      January Birthdays  

    3  Pauline Gorsline 
    8  Ron Filbert 
    8  Sara Meilleur 
  10  Marjorie Porr 
  10  Jim Wuolukka 
  10  Sue Wuolukka 
  11  Carl Kirts 
  26  Sandra Arrowood 
 
 
       

    

www.shepherdofthelaketn.org 

     Select Worship 

 Sunday Servants 

 Coffee Fellowship 

 Flower Calendar  

 Men’s Fellowship 

 Women’s Fellowship 

Steve Dormer 
Council  President 

  “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  To one is  
given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of  
knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another  
gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, 
 to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the  
interpretation of tongues.”  1 Corinthians 12:7-10 
 We start our new year as a congregation with some uncertainty. We are in a  
situation that the church describes as a “pastoral vacancy”, a term that sounds ominous  
and forlorn.   Even more concerning, we find ourselves in that period between the  
valediction of a pastor and the beginning of the process for calling a new pastor.   
That’s a little like being not in one place or another.  Vacancy indeed!  Fortunately, most  
of us have been here before, have experienced what is, in fact, a normal transition for any congregation.  
These transitions bring anxiety and concern but they also bring great opportunity for a congregation.  It is in 
these times that each of us is called on to “step up” in leadership and engagement.  I’ve learned enough about 
this congregation to be confident that there will be many answers to that call.   
 I chose the well-known passage from 1 Corinthians above, because it reminds us that we all share in 
ministry and we each bring unique gifts to its service.  As a grizzled veteran of four previous call processes I 
also know that, in this time particularly, we rely on the Spirit to guide our decisions.  In last month’s letter I 
stated that “the only thing we can predict is surprise.”  I can assure you that the call process will ultimately 
result in a surprise and, at this point, it is important that we accept that.  We all will have input into the process 
but it will be the duty of a call committee, chosen by the Church Council, commissioned by the congregation 
and guided by the Holy Spirit to present a candidate.  That process can take six to twelve months in this  
Synod, I am told.  In the meantime, as members, we will continue the work of the church and maybe even  
initiate a few things that we have put on the back burner. 
  Each January we celebrate the New Year- but like the pagan god, Janus, after whom the month is 
named - we look back and forward at the same time.  We have no capacity to change the past, little chance to 
affect the future and less to know it.  We would be in a perpetual vacancy if we were unaware of God’s action 
in the world and presence in our lives.  We are confident in the future, not because we know what’s coming 
but because we have faith that God will guide us then as in the past.  I am happy to be on this journey with 
you and assured by the commitment, talent, and experience that I have observed in my time with you.  Have a  
Happy New Year and imagine the surprise that awaits the three vagabond kings!   
Blessings to all.               Steve 
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Our PLACE  -  Adult Day Center 

 God has continued to smile on the Our PLACE project as the  
interior of the building is completed with the exception of required door  
closures which are expected sometime before the end of January. Once  
received, Our PLACE can begin the process of obtaining their Certificate of 
Occupancy and continue with obtaining a state license. Exterior  
landscaping will begin the first week of January. The bricks for the Legacy 
area have been ordered and are expected in January. 
 A very experienced Executive Director and an Activities Manager 
have been hired, and the process for hiring the part time staff is well  
underway. An Initial volunteer orientation is scheduled for January 25 & 26 
from 10 am until Noon. The application process for participants is expected to begin at the end of January. 
The ribbon cutting is planned for March 11, at 1 pm with the first day of operation scheduled for Monday 
March 14.  
 Our PLACE is still looking for volunteers and operational funding. For more information go to their 
website at www.ourplacetn.org.  
   

Visit the website:  www.Ourplacetn.org 

Kiwanis’ Buddy Bench Project Update 

Women’s Fellowship / Card Making Ministry Venture 

 The Women’s Fellowship and the Card Making groups are  
teaming up for a joint project for the young women at The House That 
Mercy Built. Packets of birthday, thank you, and thinking of you cards 
are being made by our Card Making Ministry.  
 The Women’s’ Fellowship Committee was able to receive a 
Thrivent grant to pay for materials and postage from Penny Hatt’s sister,  
Susan Glintborg. We’re looking for more volunteers to come to card 
making sessions on the 2nd Thursday from 10 – Noon, on January 13. 

 This recycling project is still going strong.  
Thank you, thank you for your ongoing support by  
recycling plastic caps and lids. In addition, we have had 
two families come forward to sponsor benches.  
Steve and Carol Opsal just sponsored a bench that was  
placed at Vonore Elementary in Monroe County  
and Deb and Amos Hatch are sponsoring a bench for  
Sweetwater Elementary that will be coming in early 
2022.  
 What an awesome, generous congregation we 
have! Keep up the good work!        Ruth Moodispaugh 

http://www.ourplacetn.org
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Good Shepherd Center 

 The Good Shepherd Center is getting more requests than we can 
fill for gloves and socks for adults. Starting in January, the clients will be 
able to come into the building and pick out their own items of clothing. It 
would be wonderful to have gloves and socks available for them.  Also, 
there is still a big need for winter jackets, especially in larger sizes for 
men and women.  If you have jackets that you can donate, please put them 
in the manger at church. It has been a very humbling experience for me to 
see the gratitude that these people express when they receive a winter 
jacket. For many of us our decision is only which one we will wear, not 

“Do I have anything that will keep me warm?”   

 Now, I have a good story to share!  There is a young man who has been coming to GSC monthly for 
food. His only transportation is a bicycle, and he packs as much food as he can in a backpack and another 
bag. He came again Tuesday on his bicycle wearing a really nice winter jacket he had received from GSC. 
He proudly told me that he had gotten a job making $14.75/hr at a company near Rte. 72. He has not had a 
paycheck yet but had to take a day off to get food as he was hungry. I was concerned about his job, but he 
advised me he called into work and was given approval to miss as long as he brought a note in from his  
doctor.  His next stop was to ride to his doctor’s office to get the note, he does have a hernia that is bothering 
him. He is so excited about this job and plans on making a career at this company. He is currently getting a 
ride to work and hopes to save enough money to buy a car.  I was able to have a long talk with this young 
man and am very hopeful for him.  Volunteering at GSC is so rewarding!     Kandie Shubeck 

Kiddie Kingdom 

We would like to thank the congregation for their generosity to our outreach program at Kiddie Kingdom. 
We were able to purchase an outfit, a book, and a stuffed toy for 29 children, infant – age 5. We also  
provided McDonald gift cards for the after-school children. Cookies, snacks, and juice were purchased for a 
Christmas party. We greatly appreciate your support of this outreach endeavor. 
 Sandy Arrowood, Penny Hatt, and Deb Hatch (helped with the shopping). 

 One of our very active ministries is  
The Good Shepherd Center in Madisonville.  The GSC's 
mission is to help people living in Monroe County that are 
in need.  Clients can be classified as the working poor,  
people on disability or those in a crisis situation.  The focus 
is to provide life's basic need of food, clothing and utilities. 
 We have a seasoned core of dedicated volunteers 
who help out at the center on a regular weekly basis.   
The GSC now finds itself in need of one or two more  
volunteers to serve on the Board of Directors.   
The board meets monthly at the Good Shepherd Center and 
is pretty darn active.  If you think you might consider  
becoming a valued active partner in this so-needed ministry 
by serving on the board, visit goodshepherdcenter.info for 
more details about the center.  
 Please contact Claire Moxim cemoxim@gmail.com  
if you'd consider volunteering your time and talents.   
As pastors say "pray about it." 

http://goodshepherdcenter.info/
mailto:cemoxim@gmail.com
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Women’s Fellowship 
 
 

 

 

 

Women’s Fellowship is kicking off the New Year 
with BUNCO and a pizza & salad lunch!  A free 
will offering will be available to help cover the cost 
of the lunch. 

For this January event only, we are changing our 
meeting day to Wednesday, January 19, at noon. 
All So+L women are invited to join us!  Bring a 
friend!   

Please sign up by using 
SignUpGenius or call the 
church office and Sandy 
will add you to our list of 
those attending. Hope 
you can join us for this 
fun event!  Deb Hatch 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
“What is God Calling you to do” information is  
being input into our Power Church Software. The 
information will be distributed to work areas of the 
church (ie: Worship Committee; Altar Care, Church 
Council, Communications, etc). So what does this 
mean?? You may receive a call from one of these 
people asking for your support to help out on a  
Sunday morning for worship or during the week. 
 
Please pray about where you might serve over the 
next few months. Maybe it is Coffee Fellowship, 
video or sound board, reading during the service, 
cleaning the church area once a month, bringing 
flowers for the altar, or lead a Bible study.  
 
As Norm would say, “We are all in this together”! 
 
You are all familiar with SignUpGenius that is on 
our church website as you volunteer for various tasks 
to help us out. It is easy to sign up, and if you need 
help, call the church office 865-816-4756. 

Contribution Envelopes 

 

Your 2022 tithe and offering envelopes 
are in the church office for pickup 
Monday through Friday from 9-3.  
 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 

 
 

Saturday, January 15 
at 8:30am 

Friendship Hall 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE to join the men for coffee and 
breakfast items of your choice as they fellowship  
together. Host for the January gathering is  
Charlie Shubeck.  
 

Go to SignUpGenius and make your reservation and 
select the food you plan to bring.  It will be a great time 
to socialize while safe distancing.   

Men's Fellowship: Men's Fellowship Breakfast 
(signupgenius.com) 

For questions, email Howard Kastner 
(howardkastner285@gmail.com) or call Sandy at the 
church office 865-816-4756 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-mens
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-mens
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Card Making Ministry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Card Making Ministry will meet January 13, in 
Friendship Hall at 10am. 
 
Be sure to mark your calendar to join us. Invite your 
friends as all are welcome - no experience needed.   
Any questions, give me a call (936-520-2271)  
or send an email csopsal@gmail.com    
 

     Carol Opsal  

 

Follow Us on Facebook 

 

We are posting items of interest at the church on our 
website HOME page (lower left-hand corner)  to 
help keep you more informed of activities that are 
taking place. 
  

We welcome your comments and suggestions.  

  

You may contact Claire Moxim  

(the FB expert) or Sandy Hagan (B-team) at the 

church office.  865-816-4756 

  

 

COME, LET US PRAY 
Sunday, January 9,  
at 7 pm (Sanctuary) 

Faith grows by reading and 
meditating upon the Word of 
God. Most of all, faith thrives 
in an atmosphere of prayer.    

    ~  E.M. Bounds 

 We all have the need to lift up prayers for  
ourselves, family, friends, or our country. Each month 
there are people in the church that get together in the 
sanctuary on a Sunday evening lifting up those prayer 
requests by name. Prayer is a powerful tool! You are  
invited to come to the sanctuary to be with this group 
or just simply contact the church off with any prayer 
needs—spoken or unspoken. If you are uncomfortable 
praying aloud, you may just sit and “be present”. 
 Please join us in the Sanctuary as we lift the 
names of our Shepherd of the Lake members, family. 
and friends to the Lord.  Join us in the sanctuary as we 
pray for our church families and others around the 
world. 
 In January, the Let Us Pray team will meet on 
Sunday, January 9, at 7pm in the sanctuary. 

Communications Team 

 Mission Statement  

“To provide support to church staff, committees, and 
ministries to develop, implement, and maintain a  
dynamic communications system that supports the 
overall mission and strategic plan.” 

 

We are looking for both men and women volunteers 
to serve in the new year as sound and/or video techs. 
You will be trained to serve in one of these  
positions.  
 

“A Christian community sharing God’s love with the 

world “ 

 
 
We welcome your  
ideas as we plan for 2022. 
Claire Moxim, Glenn Froese, 
Donna Navratil, Pr. Ingrid, 
Steve Dormer, Sandy Hagan. 

mailto:Csopsal@gmail.com
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Sanctuary Decorations 

New Video  Booth 

 Our sanctuary has been enhanced 
with the beautiful builders’ work  
completed by Gene Yeager and  
Tom Schemberger enclosing our video 
equipment booth. This magnificent  
furniture, which matches other pieces in 
our sanctuary, hides the table and unsightly 
cables from view.     
 
 We thank Gene and Tom for all 
their craftsmanship, and their dedication to  
building and installing the booth.  
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 It was a cold evening, however, those in 
attendance were not discouraged for the  
Tellico Village Community Christmas Tree 
Lighting. The event  took place on Wednesday, 
December 8.  
 Christmas carols were played by the 
Loudon County Concert Band. Canned goods 
were dropped off for the Good Samaritan Food 
Center.  
 Our own Pastor Ingrid Schalk sang a  
beautiful Advent carol. . 
  

Community Christmas Tree Lighting 

Our Tellico Village community singing “Silent Night, 
Holy Night” by candlelight—a sign of hope.  



 10 

Women’s Fellowship Luncheon 

Thirty of our Shepherd of the Lake ladies celebrated a beautiful Christmas luncheon at the home of  
Sue Schemberger on Thursday, December 16. It was a great time of social activity, fun games with prizes,  
and awesome food. Enjoy some of the photos below that were taken that day. 

Special cake made by Linda Schuessler.  
It was to die for! 

Carol Opsal, Jean Clesen,  
Shari Lillestolen, Joan Reich 

Deb Hickman 

Sandy Arrowood, Sandy Brabant,  
Diane Sawinski, Phyllis Mills 

Carol Becker, Pauline Gorsline,  
Barbara Warfel 

Sara Meilleur, Bea Schultz 

Joyce Mincks, Lucile Duvall Kandie Shubeck, Pastor Ingrid, Deb Hatch 
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Church Christmas Social 

This is what we came for  
food 

 

 

Fellowship,  
White elephants  

      

 

Someone left with 
this charm. Thanks 
to the builder. 

Thanks to Frank 

and Donna for 

opening their 

home.  

It was a blast! 
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Pastor Ingrid’s Farewell  

 Thank you to all who helped make Pastor Ingrid’s 
reception a special time celebrating all that she and Tim have 
done shepherding each of us over the past 5 ½ years at  
Shepherd of the Lake. The heartfelt appreciation expressed 
was by Council and members alike, became a time of tears 
and memories.  
 
A Few highlights… 
 Pastor Ingrid is well-known in our community 
through the annual Blessing of the Animals, Blessing of the 
Fleet (using her Super Soaker water blaster),  
Community Veterans Day services, Community  
Christmas Tree Lighting, and leading Easter Sunrise  
Services at Kahite, and Rarity Bay.  She connected with area 
churches and encouraged mutual ministries such as the 
Friendship Kitchen, Our PLACE Adult Care Center, and 
So+L’s first Habitat home build, partnering with  
Community Church. She shared her gifted singing talents 
both here in the Village and with KnoxCAM. She has  
become a recognizable So+L presence in the Village. 
During the pandemic period, she and Tim quickly  
established the online streaming capability which is a  
standard for the church today. While at So+L, Pr. Ingrid  
created the Back-to-Basics Bible study, faithfully attended 
weekly by a growing number of members, both in person 
and through Zoom technology.   
 Many new members have been welcomed to So+L 

during her tenure; and she baptized So+L’s first infant in our current facility, Spencer Lord, grandson of the  
Navratils. She stepped out in faith along with many people in the congregation to help Quinn Taylor who was 
seeking asylum from South African violence. She maintained contact and gave spiritual support to  
congregational shut-ins. As part of our recent facility renovation, she was moved from her tiny office to a 
more professional and welcoming space. This was a huge improvement in her work environment and provides 
a private space for smaller meetings. 
 It has been my honor to work with “P.I.” since June 2018, and this has been a terrific job not only with 
her, but also with a very welcoming and caring congregation. Her legacy will live on in the hearts of the  
people at So+L and this community. 
 We say goodbye to Pastor and Tim, wishing them well on the path that lies before them.  
Godspeed P.I. you will be missed!              Sandy Hagan, Office Manager 
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Used by permission. This article appeared in the December  2021 issue of Gathering Magazine 

Questions for the New Year 

Assessing what we truly value 
 
The Incarnation of Christ was not just a singular moment, but plays itself out each moment of our lives as we 
give flesh to God through our choices and actions. Ignatius said that how we do this is simple: we choose 
whatever helps draw us into deeper union with God and neighbor. This simple principle informs how we live. 
In practice, it's not that simple. We have to constantly face the frailties of our human nature. But most of us 
find a constant yearning within us to grow, like a plant growing toward a light source. 
 
Examining Values 
One way we live the Incarnation and bring God into the world is by examining our values that lead us toward 
that Light. By asking ourselves what is truly important to us, we can intentionally lean into those values. Here 
are a few questions to ask yourself or journal about. They might give shape to your new year's hopes. 

What are some of the values of people I admire? 
Which values of Jesus do I admire? 
When do I most feel truly myself? What values arise from these times? 
What does love require of me at this point in my life? 
What practices can help me live out these values? 

Once you've made a list of a handful of priority values, you may wish to incorporate them into your daily  
Examen. Notice specifically how you did or did not live out those values during the day. 
 
Examining Fears 
Unhealthy fears are an unfortunate driver for humans. They put us in the back seat when trying to make  
important decisions. Raising fears and doubts are also a tactic of the evil spirit. Consider these three questions 
from Ian Cron when you face unhelpful fears: 

What am I believing right now? 
Is it true? 
What would my life look like if I just stopped believing this mistaken story? 

Asking ourselves deep questions like these help us grow in self-knowledge and help us become the people 
God made us to be. When we live into our True Self we begin living the Incarnation.  
        Adapted from godinallthings.com  
 
What Is Ignatian Spirituality? 
Ignatian spirituality is a spirituality for everyday life. It insists that God is present in our world and active in 
our lives. It is a pathway to deeper prayer, good decisions guided by keen discernment, and an active life of 
service to others. Learn more about Ignatian Spirituality: ignatianspirituality.com  

http://godinallthings.com
http://ignatianspirituality.com
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Laughter around the table on  
Christmas day with friends as we  
celebrated freedom for two ladies who 
were incarcerated, tears flowing down 
their faces, eating good food, stories of 
the past, just being present and being 
blessed.  Sandy Hagan 

++++++++ 

In January we enter the Epiphany season; its name comes from the Greek 
epiphaneia, which means “manifestation.”  Chris Michaelis in the article “A 

Time to Pay Attention” (Living Lutheran, Jan-Feb 2022) posits that, rather than a flash of light, that Epiphany 
may be “…an invitation to notice the beauty and brilliance of what’s already there.”  As an observer of people in 
whatever setting, I found myself during a routine medical procedure this week, reflecting on the medical staff 
conversation as they waited for the doctor to arrive.  The young man who would administer the anesthesia read a 
clip on his cell phone that prompted him to lament loss of the freedom that he and his buddies enjoyed as youth 
when they would bike to a park three miles away to spend the day exploring until dusk when they would return 
home.  The nurses chimed in with similar comments about how adults in their childhood community acted in 
concert to care for all the youth (she said they all knew if they were behaving badly, it would get back to their 
parents).  This little slice of observing another generation made me realize that we are all neighbors (children of 
God) who share the same sense of grief for what we have lost as a society.  All those nameless people we  
encounter every day have cares and concerns that we cannot begin to know or understand.  What blessing might 
ensue if we saw each of them as a beloved child of God?  Linda Schuessler 

Penny & Dennis Hatt’s 50th Anniversary 

Where Did You See God This Month? 

On Friday, December 17, Pastor Ingrid presided over the 
renewal of wedding vows for Penny & Dennis Hatt’s 50th 
Wedding Anniversary. Pastor read scripture from  
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 and 1 John 4:7-12.  

Their dear friends Marlys and Tom Peck (Kahite) who 
were present at their wedding, came as witnesses.  
Tim Schalk was kind enough to take pictures during the  
ceremony. It was a wonderful occasion  we’ll always  
remember.           Penny & Dennis Hatt 

SAVE THE DATE 

Sunday, January 23, 2022 is the  
Annual Congregational Meeting  
following the worship service. We 
will be electing church council  
members for 2022. Details will be 
provided in the following weeks.  
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Stewardship Toolkit for January 2022 

2022: Your year for generosity 

“You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity!” -2 Corinthians 9:11 

 As you make resolutions and set goals for the New Year, be sure to  
include this one: “I will be more generous in 2022.” It will bless you – and your  
community and neighbor! 
 The Bible makes clear that generosity leads to a more abundant life.  
Generous people experience one of those paradoxes of the Kingdom of God,  
where the last are first, the greatest is servant to all, and whoever loses her life  
for Christ will gain it.  
 The paradox? Generous people get back far more they give.  
 First, a clarification: The paradox is NOT a financial strategy to  
maximize return on investment. That would be missing the point. Besides, there are more  
important things to give than money, such as time, service, kindness, forgiveness, compassion, love, and joy. 
And what we get back may not be quantifiable. How do you measure wellbeing and happiness? 
 Generosity’s real “payback” is what and who we become when we cultivate a habit of giving. Giving  
transforms us into generous-hearted people, and generous-hearted people tend to experience a real abundance 
of joy, peace, love, and security.  
 The old saying is most certainly true: The open palm holds more than the closed fist. 
 For 2022, set a goal to be more generous. Start by increasing your charitable giving above last year’s 
offering, but also aim to give away your time, to serve your neighbor, to be lavish in compassion, extravagant 
in love.  
 Pray that God will guide you and help you experience the paradox: Givers get back more than they 
give away.  
--Rob Blezard 

Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,  
Aberdeen, MD, and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at 
www.thestewardshipguy.com. 
 

General Stewardship Resource Websites 

Stewardship of Life Institute– Headquartered at United Lutheran Seminary, this site has a trove of resources 
in areas of congregational and personal stewardship. (www.stewardshipoflife.org) 

ELCA Stewardship Resources– Our denomination’s deep well of materials. (www.elca.org/stewardship) 

Center for Stewardship Leaders – Luther Seminary’s excellent website. (faithlead.luthersem.edu/
stewardship/) 

The ELCA Foundation a ministry of our denomination. (www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation) 

The Episcopal Network for Stewardship – Solid resources! (www.tens.org/). 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
file:///C:/Users/rblezard/AppData/Sharron/Downloads/www.thestewardshipguy.com
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
http://elca.org/stewardship
http://www.elca.org/stewardship
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
https://www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation
http://www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation
https://www.tens.org/
http://www.tens.org/
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Prayer Ventures—January 

1 New Year’s Day  Ask God to ground our aspirational resolutions and ventures in the promise that, through 
Christ, we will live in grace and freedom, knowing we are not alone in our endeavors. 

2 Give thanks that, through Jesus Christ, we perceive God’s grace, truth, creative might and will for  
humankind. 

3 Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month  Throughout this month, pray for those victimized by  
human trafficking, which disproportionately affects women and girls. Pray for an end to this global tragedy, 
and pray that all who suffer its abuse, injustice and oppression will find freedom, healing, support and safety, 
especially in our communities of faith. 

4 Ask God to bless the studies, service and travel of college and university students involved in “J-Term”  
experiences. Pray that they will grow in faith, wisdom, knowledge and understanding of the world, and that 
their experiences will inspire their vocational discernment. 

5 Praise God for attending to the needs of humanity through us, utilizing our diverse gifts and generosity to 
serve our neighbors in need, everywhere. 

6 Ask the Spirit to make us bright lights in our communities and world, sharing the good news of healing and 
hope in Jesus Christ and demonstrating God’s unbiased love through our actions, words and influence. 

7 Thank and praise God for restoring our relationships as children of God, so that we can live with faith, hope 
and freedom as new creations and siblings in Christ. 

8 After a two-year pause during the COVID-19 pandemic, the ELCA’s Young Adults in Global Mission  
program is getting ready to send volunteers out into the world again. Pray that the Spirit will guide the  
prayerful reflection of young adults as they discern how to respond to God’s call to service and ministry with 
our global companions and churches. 

9 Pray that everything we do during our baptismal journey in this world will point to God, who has redeemed 
us and redirected our lives through the birth, life, suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus — our Savior, 
teacher, guide and friend. 

10 Continue to pray for healing and unity in our nation, and ask God to draw us closer to our neighbors,  
especially those we perceive as different or opposed to our perspectives, beliefs or values. Pray that we will 
grow in understanding and respect for one another and will work together for the well-being of our  
communities and neighbors in need. 

11 Give thanks to God for our companions and partners in ministry, especially the Lutheran World  
Federation, World Council of Churches, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, Lutheran 
Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Relations Network, and our full communion partners. 

12 Give thanks for the daily, life-giving work of the Spirit, which creates, strengthens and sustains our  
devotion to Jesus Christ. Pray that the Spirit will renew us and empower us to live as people of faith, gathered 
and equipped to love and serve our neighbor, bear hope into the world and share the gospel with all people. 

13 Join our global companion churches in prayers of thanksgiving and hope for the scholarship awardees of 
ELCA International Women Leaders, which supports the education of women around the world through  
seminars, south-to-south exchanges, in-country study programs, and degree programs at ELCA colleges and 
universities. 

14 Praise God, who is mighty and eternal, the creator of all that exists and the source of our blessings and 
strength. 

15 Pray for our neighbors who are struggling with or recovering from COVID-19, discovering the long-term 
effects that will impact their lives or grieving the loss of friends or loved ones. Continue to pray for the  
well-being and renewal of health care workers dedicated to serving others in times of illness and  
vulnerability.  

16 By turning water into wine during the wedding at Cana, Jesus taught us how deeply God is engaged in 
every aspect of our human life — our joys, worries, celebrations, problems and sorrows. Praise God for 
knowing us so well! 
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17 Martin Luther King Jr. Day  Remember in prayer the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and his bold work, 
ministry, vision and sacrifice, which revealed all people to be children of God deserving respect, opportunity, 
equality and freedom from unjust laws. Ask God’s help in righting the injustices that continue in our nation 
and throughout the world; pray for the wisdom, humility, courage and persistence needed to welcome all 
people into our church, society and institutions. 

18 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  Throughout this week, pray with our siblings in Christ from diverse 
cultures, traditions and confessions around the world for the unity of the church, so that, together, we will 
shine a bright light of hope, healing and good news on our troubled world. 

19 Give thanks for the variety of gifts manifest among our siblings in Christ and for the unity we have in  
Jesus, which enables us to accomplish together much more than we could on our own. 

20 Thank God for our special relationship with the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), a full communion partner 
with the ELCA since 1997. Pray for the church, its members and its leaders, that together we will find new 
strength and resources for the work of sharing the gospel and serving our neighbor, especially in these  
challenging times. 

21 “How precious is your steadfast love, O God! All people may take refuge in the shadow of your 
wings” (Psalm 36:7). Thank God for surrounding us with love and mercy on which we can rely.   

22 Pray that the Spirit will inspire and lead people to respond to God’s call to service through ELCA Global 
Mission as it seeks missionaries, volunteers and interns to walk alongside our global companions. 

23 Give thanks that Jesus is our true Savior, light and hope — the Son of God, who lived among us and  
continues to dwell with us through the Spirit.  

24 January is when outdoor ministry leaders begin recruiting staff for our summer camps. Pray that the Spirit 
will inspire young adults to respond to the call to serve in our outdoor ministries across the country and to 
share their faith and enthusiasm with campers of all ages, backgrounds and abilities.  

25 Ask God to help us understand that force, vengeance, wealth disparity and dominance over others are  
inconsistent with God’s justice and power, and that these are revealed to us through Jesus’ life and teaching, 
which exemplify humility, compassion, generosity, service, love without prejudice and advocacy for  
neighbors in need. 

26 Rejoice and give thanks to God for uniting us in the body of Christ, which welcomes our diverse gifts, 
experiences, questions, complexities, ethnicities and cultures.  

27 Pray for victims of violence and their families, that God will ease their pain, suffering and grief; pray for 
those who commit murder or other acts of violence, that God’s grace will transform their hearts and lives. 

28 Pray for our leaders and congregations, which create opportunities for us to study Scripture, share our 
questions and thoughts in conversation, and affirm one another’s gifts for living the gospel, serving our 
neighbor and growing the church. 

29 Pray for the ministry and impact of Lutheran Services in America, a nationwide network of 300 Lutheran 
social ministry organizations that serve 6 million people each year, using the gifts and skills of 250,000 paid 
staff and 150,000 volunteers. 

30 Pray that our faith and confidence in Christ will embolden us to be public bearers of good news, hope and 
wholeness for all people, even in the face of intimidating challenges, criticism or skepticism.  

31 Pray that the Spirit will help us understand and practice the qualities of love that God has shown us and 
that the apostle Paul commends to members of the church in Corinth: “Love is patient; love is kind; love is 
not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it 
does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth” (1 Corinthians 13:4-6). 
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JANUARY 25 

Deadline  for 

February Newsletter 

 

Bible Study Opportunities 
Bible Reading Plan for the New Year 

Contact the church office for an electronic or hard copy of a Bible reading plan that 

covers the entire Bible in one year.  You can customize to read Old or  

New Testament, the Gospels, letters of Paul;  Old Testament prophets, etc.   

The Bible Project has videos with overviews of each book of the Bible on YouTube: 

search on BibleProject.  

+++++++ 

BibleProject Reading Plan: Self-study / Online 

Check out this 2 minute video of what BibleProject is all about.  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFwNZNyDu9k&feature=emb_logo 

Here is the web address to download the Reading Plan:  

https://bibleproject.com/other-resources/reading-plan/  

+++++++ 

Small Group Book Study: 

Will resume in 2022  -  Date to be announced 

Thursdays at 11am (Friendship Hall) 
                                   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFwNZNyDu9k&feature=emb_logo
https://bibleproject.com/other-resources/reading-plan/

