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Pastor Paula’s Page  

Pastor Paula Smith 

Greetings! 
     Here we are in the month of April, already! A time when we begin to see  
new life all around us. A time when we can dig out the word “Alleluia!”  
(not until Easter, though) and say it with the excitement we didn’t know existed  
in us!  
     Before all of that happens, though, we will make our way through Palm Sunday,  
processing into the building, waving our palms and will then journey through  
Holy Week with a service on Maundy Thursday as well as Good Friday. 
    We have had some interesting Lenten services featuring skits written by  
our own Steve Dormer. The finale of those skits will happen at the Easter Vigil  
service to be held on Saturday, April 16. The service will begin with a fire pit  
outside the building where we will write down those thoughts and troubles that  
have been weighing us down, and we will throw them in the pit. There will be  
scripture and readings and it will culminate in the finale. I won’t spoil the ending. You’ll just have to come and 
see for yourself! This service is new to Shepherd of the Lake and is a shortened version of a typical  
Easter Vigil. 

    I continue to feel blessed by you all. The congregation is so welcoming, and 
I’ve watched as you have welcomed visitors each Sunday. I hope you all are  
doing your best to invite visitors to join in the fellowship time following  
worship, as that is when you have the best chances to get acquainted.  
    May the Holy Spirit continue to move through the good folks at  
Shepherd of the Lake as we work together to grow the kingdom of God.  
 
See you in church! 
Pastor Paula 
  

Installation of Paula P. Smith,  
Interim Pastor 

Steve Dormer, Pastor Paula, Rev. Jonathan Hemphill 
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President’s Corner 

      April Birthdays  

  02  Ron Clesen  
  04  Diane Sawinski 
  10  Mary Ann Collins 
  10  Rod Rowe 
  14  Virgil Graening 
  15  Sandy Brabant 
  15  Mark Brissman 
  15  Deb Hatch 
  17  Deb Hickman 
  17  Carol Opsal 
  28  Susan Kastner 

www.shepherdofthelaketn.org 

     Select Worship 

 Sunday Servants 

 Coffee Fellowship 

 Flower Calendar  

 Men’s Fellowship 

 Women’s Fellowship 

Steve Dormer 
Council  President 

Firm Foundation 
“So, then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and  

also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the  
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.”  (Ephesians 2:19,20)  

It is good in times of change to remember where we have started and give thanks for all 
that has been done to bring our ministry into being. Christians have a two-millennium  
legacy, the Son of God as founder and lots of human activity in between. Much of this  
activity has been directed toward the ministry as envisioned by our founder but, as we know,  
much has also been superfluous or even contradictory to His intent. In our relatively brief  
time as a ministry in southwest central Loudon County TN, I believe we have striven to  
fulfill Jesus’ intent for us aware always that there is more to do. 

As a congregation we have come together to build a foundation for ministry and  
assure its continuance. It hasn’t always been easy. The legend of the congregation’s founding includes a  
chapter about its sudden abandonment by its sponsor.  This story encourages us because we know that our 
charter members met that challenge and did all necessary things to bring Shepherd of the Lake into being.  
Since our founding seven years ago we have had two spiritual leaders and are seeking our third.  Pastoral  
vacancies and the call process present challenges to any congregation but we have become more experienced 
in that than most. 

Our brief history includes many changes. My own assessment is that this congregation has become good at 
change, and it is that which should make us confident in the outcome of our current call process. In the past 
two months our Call Committee and the Church Council have been busy with the elements of the process,  
particularly the Ministry Site Profile. That document reflects our congregational identity and our aspirations 
for our ministry. It is a statement that will be a primary guidepost for any pastoral candidate. The Call  
Committee is in the final stage of completion of that document and shortly will submit it to Council for review 
before sending it to Synod. Synod will review the document, ask any questions of the Call Committee that 
may arise and then post it for all aspiring candidates to review. The profile of our congregation as represented 
in the MSP will not match every candidate’s aspiration, but we do have a great deal to offer. Pastor Jonathan, 
who is our Synod guide throughout this process, assures us that there is no shortage of candidates. The job of 
the Call Committee is to assure that we determine which candidate best meets the needs and aspirations of our 
congregation. I firmly believe they are up to the task. 

In the mean time, we wait and pray. The daily email prayers that you receive for the Call Committee help 
in that regard and I encourage you to use them to guide your prayers at this time.  We also continue to be  
active in the various elements of this busy congregation. I think that all activities involving outreach, in-reach, 
fellowship, adult education and worship that paused during our Covid cloistering are now resumed or will be 
shortly. This is as a result of members’ efforts as well as those of Pastor Paula who encourages and guides us.  
Beyond this we have the confidence of knowing that the foundation on which our ministry is built is  
particularly strong. This is certainly due to the contribution of those who immediately preceded us but, most 
importantly, as Paul pronounces to the Ephesians, due to the “apostles and prophets with Christ Jesus, himself 
as the cornerstone.”  With the support of this “dream team” we have little to fear regarding the outcome. Steve 

           Anniversary 

 08  Joyce & Bill Mincks 
 13  Sara & David Meilleur 
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Kairos Prison Ministry 
Women’s Inside Weekend  

June 2-5, 2022 

 One of the current outreach programs So+L supports is Kairos Prison Ministry. 
Many of you may think of this as the “cookie” ministry. The Kairos #7 team will take 
over 1,200 dozen cookies into the prison to be given to 300 women in the PODS, and 
men in lockdown at another site on the Bledsoe campus during this June weekend. As 
we prepare for the next women’s weekend at Bledsoe Correctional Complex 
(Pikeville), we are reaching out to other churches, communities, family, and friends for 
their support. There are many ways you can support us: through an online prayer vigil with 30 minutes time slots 
throughout the weekend, by providing cookies, by monetary donation. Sandy Hagan has been given the  
opportunity, with a support team of 35 people, to lead this inside weekend on June 2-5, 2022. We provide food for 
the 18 participants, team members, and officers as well as lodging for the team, and total expenses exceed $8,000. 
The cost to sponsor a participant or team member is $100.  Kairos is a 501 (c)(3) organization. 
 One of the local churches will have a team of people bake over 600 dozen cookies in April. If you would 
like to be a part of this exciting ministry, you may make your financial donation to So+L and write  
Kairos of TN-BCCXW in the memo section of your check.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact Sandy at  
865-816-4756. Also, visit the Kairos Prison Ministry International website, www.kairosprisonministry.org and 
watch videos of the lives of families that have been touched through this ministry. 
Blessings, Sandy Hagan  

The Kiwanis Buddy Bench is wonderful project: a 
new bench made of all recycled caps and lids was 
just placed at Sweetwater Elementary. This was 
made possible by the ongoing recycling  
efforts of our congregation and community and 
the sponsorship of member Deb Hatch and her 
husband, Amos.  

Pictured to the left are Deb and Amos,  
Deb’s good friend and Sweetwater teacher  
Kesha Badgett, Kevin Myers,  
Kiwanis coordinator, the Sweetwater principal 
and a couple of pupils who couldn’t wait to try out 
the new bench! Thank you for your amazing  
generosity!      
Ruth Moodispaugh 

KIWANIS BUDDY BENCH PROJECT  
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Water to Thrive 

 In the middle of February I realized that members of our congregation had funded another well—our 
12th well and the second one without an official campaign!!  I was so excited to see that the Holy Spirit is so  
active in our congregation.  Shepherd of The Lake continues to reach out to those who don’t even have clean 
water, a basic need.  Shepherd of the Lake’s passion to provide clean water to the least of those reminds me 
of Mathew 25:35 “for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me”. 
 This is where we see Jesus, when we provide for the least of his people.  When this well is assigned 
to a location, we will receive information on how many lives will be changed!  Keep in mind that these lives 
will be changed for at least 20 years by the gift of clean water. 
 Water To Thrive continues in their passion to raise money to build wells.  In 2021, 130 wells were 
funded which is the most wells that were funded in a year.  Our 11th well is included in the 130 wells.   With 
their donors’ support,  they are on their way to ensure that every person on the planet has access to clean  
water.  Our donations have saved countless lives, educated children, empowered women and girls, lifted  
communities out of poverty, and restored hope and dignity.  It is truly amazing to learn of how much of an 
impact $5,000 can have when it is used to build a well.               Kandie and Charlie Shubeck 

    Spring has officially arrived and Easter is quickly approaching. Both 

events provide a great time to reflect on new beginnings. Our ministry is all 

about providing new beginnings to our struggling neighbors as we  

provide food, shelter, and hope.  

    Along with spring often comes Spring cleaning. This year make your 

Spring cleaning count by donating your gently used items to KARM 

Stores thus helping change lives! Many of us have “extra” filling our  

closets, garages, storage units, basement and attics. Use your time of Spring 

cleaning to give thanks for your many blessings while also making a difference. 

    Spring cleaning is the perfect reason to get rid of no longer needed items that could be of great value for 

somebody else. KARM Stores is ready to accept your donations at any of our locations or you 

can schedule a donation pickup at your house. 

 
Because of you and your Spring cleaning this year, lives are being forever changed.  

Lenoir City Address 
731 Hwy 321 North 
Lenoir City, TN 37771 

Phone 
Ph: (865) 521-0770 x 308 

Hours of Operation 
Store Hours 

Mon-Sat 9am-9pm 

Sunday Closed  

Drop-off Hours  

Mon-Sat 9am-6pm 

Sunday Closed  

Maryville Address 

1610 W Broadway Ave 

Maryville, TN 37801  

Phone  

Ph: (865) 521-0770 x730  
 

https://karmstores.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06b604d979460b5f88938ed30&id=6c74ca5382&e=4a157fe001
https://karmstores.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06b604d979460b5f88938ed30&id=6c74ca5382&e=4a157fe001
https://karmstores.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06b604d979460b5f88938ed30&id=3056789498&e=4a157fe001
https://karmstores.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06b604d979460b5f88938ed30&id=281bf06add&e=4a157fe001
https://karmstores.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06b604d979460b5f88938ed30&id=40e250ef2d&e=4a157fe001
tel:8655210770
tel:8655210770
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Women’s Fellowship 
 
 

 

 

 

2022 Events  

SAVE THE DATES 

April 21—Brown Bag lunch & movie.  
“A League of Their Own” 

Popcorn and drinks provided.  

May 19 — Garden Party Lunch at Jean Clesen’s. 
                Limited to 25 ladies. $10 for lunch 

June 17— Lavender Festival Oak Ridge 
Walk around the festival, then Lunch at  

Jackson Square 

July 21 —Lunch out at Thai Bistro 11:30am 

August 17 — Pizza & Bunco 11:30am 

Go to SignUpGenius and be a participant 

 Women's Fellowship: Women's Fellowship 

(signupgenius.com)  

 

Easter Garden Plants 
 
Help beautify our sanctuary this Easter by 
providing a plant of your choice.  You may 
bring your plant to church on Friday (4/15) 
until 3pm or Saturday 10am to Noon.  

  
Drop off location 
will be the narthex. 
You may take 
plants home with 
you following our  
Easter service. 
 
Need more  
information? 
Please contact     
Sara Meilleur at 
865-458-9633. 
 
 

 

Continental Breakfast 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All are welcome to join us in Friendship Hall  
following the Easter Sunday Worship Service.  
 
There will be a continental breakfast featuring  
baked goods, deviled eggs, fruit, and small vegetable 
trays. There will not be any hot dishes served.  
Beverages will include coffee, tea, and water. Plenty of 
goodies for all to enjoy. 
 
No sign up required, just come and join us in  
fellowship. 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Saturday, April 16 at 8:30am 

Friendship Hall 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
Join the men for coffee and breakfast items of your 
choice as they fellowship together. Host for the  
April gathering is Howard Kastner.  
 

Go to SignUpGenius and make your reservation and 
select the food you plan to bring.  It will be a great 
time to socialize while safe distancing.   

Men's Fellowship: Men's Fellowship Breakfast 
(signupgenius.com) 

For questions, email Howard Kastner 
(howardkastner285@gmail.com) or call Sandy at the 
church office 865-816-4756 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-womens2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-womens2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-mens
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-mens
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Card Making Ministry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During April we will have our regular Card Making 
day in Friendship Hall on Thursday, April 14, at 10am. 
No experience needed to help with this activity! If you 
have questions, please call or email me  
(csopsal@gmail.com or phone at 936-520-2271).   

               

Carol Opsal 

 

Follow Us on Facebook 
 

We are posting items of interest at the church on our 
website HOME page (lower left-hand corner)  to 
help keep you more informed of activities that are 
taking place. 
  

We welcome your comments and suggestions.  

  

You may contact Claire Moxim  

(the FB expert) or Sandy Hagan (B-team) at the 

church office.  865-816-4756 

  

 

COME, LET US PRAY 
Sunday, April 3,  
at 7pm (Sanctuary) 

Faith grows by reading and 
meditating upon the Word of 
God. Most of all, faith thrives 
in an atmosphere of prayer.    

    ~  E.M. Bounds 

    We all have the need to lift up prayers for  
ourselves, family, friends, or our country. Each month 
there are people in the church that get together in the 
sanctuary on a Sunday evening lifting up those prayer 
requests by name. Prayer is a powerful tool! You are  
invited to come to the sanctuary to be with this group 
or just simply contact the church office with any  
prayer needs—spoken or unspoken. If you are  
uncomfortable praying aloud, you may just sit and  
“be present”. 
    Please join us in the Sanctuary as we lift the names 
of our Shepherd of the Lake members, family. and 
friends to the Lord, as we pray for our church families 
and others around the world. 
    The Let Us Pray team will meet on Sunday,  
April 3, at 7pm in the sanctuary. 

Communications Team 

 Mission Statement  

“To provide support to church staff, committees, and 
ministries to develop, implement, and maintain a  
dynamic communications system that supports the 
overall mission and strategic plan.” 

 
Check out the website for changes made.  
HOME page has coming events listed in the lower 
left-hand corner. Get Involved has also been  
updated with and the Small Group Ministry meeting 
Monday, April 4, and the upcoming Bible Study that 
will start May 4.  
 

“A Christian community 

sharing God’s love with the 

world “ 

We welcome your  
ideas as we plan for 2022. 
Claire Moxim, Glenn Froese, 
Donna Navratil, Rod Rowe, 
Steve Dormer, Pastor Paula, 
Sandy Hagan 

mailto:csopsal@gmail.com
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    This month we are introducing you all to one of the newly 
elected members of the Call Committee, Carl Kirts. 
    Carl was born in Duluth Minnesota.  He and his brother and 
sister called Minnesota home all through high school.  Afterwards 
Carl enrolled in the University of Minnesota where he majored in 
finance and economics.  He devoted his entire career to General 
Motors where he worked in their finance department.  He retired 
from GM after an impressive 31 years!! 
    General Motors didn’t provide just a livelihood for Carl but a 
wife as well! He and his late wife Arlene were married in 1966 in 
Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin, on the same day that  
President Lyndon Johnson’s daughter, Lucy Baines, was married. 
Carl and Arlene, were married 51 years and retired to Kahite from 
Chicago in 2000. His son Brian and family reside in the Chicago 
area.   
    In his spare time Carl enjoys fishing, gardening and  
reading.  He says he also likes to “putter”!  Carl was raised a  

             Presbyterian but started attending Shepherd of the Lake in 2019.  
             We’re sure glad you did Carl!! 

“You Can Talk to God Like That.” 

    On Wednesday, May 4, at 10am in Friendship Hall, Pastor Paula will be leading a  
six-week Bible study on lament with a book entitled, “You Can Talk to God Like That.” It 
was written by Abby Norman who is a pastor with the United Methodist Church. From her 
book, we will be shown “how to express our laments to God and to each other when things 
are definitely not okay. Through this process we will discover a richer  
connection with God—who has wanted nothing more than our whole selves from the start.”  

Be sure to contact the church office at 865-816-4756 to reserve a book—TODAY! 
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Used by permission. This article appeared in the March/April 2022 issue of Gathering Magazine 
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Can You Lend a Hand? 

  
Spring is around the corner, and like the crocus and daffodils that are emerging 
from their winter hiatus, people are returning to worship, activities and  
fellowship time.  Finally, our newly remodeled facilities are being used as we 
envisioned.  However, along with this wonderful development comes the need 
to clean more often than before.  During our long “winter” when few people 
were in the building, Kelly Smith and her crew have faithfully cleaned every 
other week, which she will continue to do.  For those who may recall, in the 
past, on alternate weeks volunteer teams of two cleaned the church.  We’re 
hoping to resume that practice, but with a few changes. 
 
 You are probably thinking, “Our church has increased in square footage 
since the remodel.  It will be a much bigger job than before.”  To make  
volunteering more manageable, the list of cleaning tasks will be simplified as 
more of a “touch-up,” rather than a thorough cleaning.  If cleaning is your  
passion, you are welcome to go beyond the basic list (but it is not expected). 
 
 Please consider signing up to clean on the week of your choice.  Find a 
partner (could be your spouse) and lend a hand to maintain the cleanliness of 
our church home.  The cleaning should require less than an hour, and all  
supplies are provided.  Those who will be cleaning our facility for the first time 
will be paired with an experienced team. For a copy of the modified cleaning 
tasks or to arrange for orientation, please contact Norm Schuessler  
(865-316-4741, nschuess16ct@charter.net).  You can sign up to volunteer online (Signup Genius) or call 
Sandy in the church office. 

mailto:nschuess16ct@charter.net
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Stewardship Toolkit for April 2022 

Resurrection reset 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  -Romans 6:3-4 
 

Christ is Risen! Risen, indeed! Alleluia!  

The triumphant words we cherish every Easter signal more than just Jesus’ victory  
over the grave. They announce for us the end of deadness and the start of a new life,  
a fresh beginning, in our earthly pilgrimage. Jesus was raised from the dead so that we,  
too, might walk in newness of life.  

From Jesus’ resurrection, our lives take on a new trajectory, a turn away from the values and precepts of the 
world and toward the kingdom of God. As we journey, our lives progressively align with the purposes and 
mission of God.  

For a steward-disciple of our Lord, the implications are many. As we walk in newness of life, we might find 
ourselves 

 Re-examining our relationship to “stuff” – our money, our possessions, the things that might have given us 
a sense of security or worth. Jesus is our security and our worth. 

 Drawing closer to family and friends. True wealth is measured by the love we give and receive. Our lives 
effervesce with the love we receive from God. 

 Contributing more to church and charity. Jesus frees us from the grip that possessions have upon us. We 
can more freely give. 

 Gathering into our lives what Paul calls the fruits of the spirit: “Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,  
      generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23). 

May your lives as steward-disciples take a resurrection reset. Christ is risen! Risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 --Rob Blezard 

Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Rev. Blezard serves as pastor of  
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. 

 
General Stewardship Resource Websites 

Stewardship of Life Institute– Headquartered at United Lutheran Seminary, this site has a trove of resources 
in areas of congregational and personal stewardship. (www.stewardshipoflife.org) 

ELCA Stewardship Resources– Our denomination’s deep well of materials. (www.elca.org/stewardship) 

Center for Stewardship Leaders – Luther Seminary’s excellent website. (faithlead.luthersem.edu/
stewardship/) 

The ELCA Foundation a ministry of our denomination. (www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation) 

The Episcopal Network for Stewardship – Solid resources! (www.tens.org/). 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
http://elca.org/stewardship
http://www.elca.org/stewardship
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
https://www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation
http://www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation
https://www.tens.org/
http://www.tens.org/
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Prayer Ventures—April  

1 Arab American Heritage Month  Remember in prayer the diverse gifts, cultures, heritages and stories of our 
Arab and Middle Eastern neighbors and siblings in Christ, who remind us of the rich history and tradition of 
Christ’s church in the world. Ask God to bless and advance the advocacy, witness, leadership development 
and support for ministries provided by ELCA Arab and Middle Eastern Ministries and the Association of  
Lutherans of Arab and Middle Eastern Heritage. 

2 Give thanks for the resources of our church, including ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving, which 
guides us through Lent and helps us pray, study Scripture, respond to our neighbors in need and give  
generously for the good of communities around the world.  

3 Pray that we will each use our unique gifts and passions as disciples of Christ, called to share the gospel and 
serve our neighbors, and that we will trust the Spirit to equip, inspire and embolden us for doing God’s work 
in the world, together. 

4 Give thanks for the commitment and work of planning team leaders, volunteers, youth ministry leaders in 
congregations and churchwide organization staff who prepared for the now-canceled 2022 ELCA Youth 
Gathering and are now refocusing their attention on the 2024 event; ask the Spirit to guide, strengthen and 
enliven their work.  

5 Remember in prayer our neighbors in countries and regions beset by conflict, civil unrest or violence,  
including places we have forgotten because they have slipped from the headlines. Pray for healing, hope and 
strength for our neighbors who suffer trauma, loss, displacement or uncertainty, and pray that leaders will 
work to resolve conflicts, reconcile enemies and forge new relationships based on justice, respect for human 
life and mutual concern.  

6 Pray that God will comfort and stir hope and joy in those who suffer grief; ask God to help us be present 
with them in their sorrow, bringing empathy, respect, support and patience. 

7 Give thanks for Women of the ELCA and women of all ages who gather in more than 4,500 locations in the 
United States and the Caribbean for service, study, advocacy and fellowship, mobilizing women to act boldly 
on their faith in Jesus Christ.  

8 Ask the Spirit to make us purveyors of grace, joy and unexpected generosity, especially to people who live 
with worry, despair, turmoil or loneliness. 

9 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, theologian (1906-1945)  Remember and give thanks for our siblings in Christ — past 
and present — who risk their lives for justice, the well-being of our neighbors and the truth of the gospel. 
Pray that their witness, courage and sacrifice will inspire and guide our pursuit of justice and peace in the 
world.  

10 Palm Sunday  Jesus endured false accusations, betrayal by his closest followers, an unfair trial, public  
humiliation and the pain of death on a cross for our salvation and the fulfillment of God’s promises. Give 
praise and thanks to the Son of God, the promised Messiah! 

11 Pray for pastors and seminary students serving as chaplains for the armed forces, Veterans Affairs  
hospitals and federal correctional institutions, and for pastors serving in other contexts, including hospitals, 
nursing homes, hospice programs, social ministry programs, state and local correctional facilities, and  
organizations serving people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 

12 Give joyful thanks that God’s boundless, unimaginable love is made known to us in ways that we can 
grasp: through Jesus Christ’s humble birth, life of service, suffering, death and resurrection. 

13 Ask God to renew and strengthen our commitment and courage to face the painful truth of gun violence in 
our country — to prevent gun violence; attend to individuals, families and communities traumatized by it;  
advocate for common-sense gun safety laws; and care for the perpetrators of violent acts.  

14 Maundy Thursday  “Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:34-35). Pray that we will be  
mindful of how we bear witness to Jesus through our humility, sacrificial service, words of love and  
Spirit-inspired actions. 

15 Good Friday  Reflect on what we see in the cross, the feelings it evokes and what it represents in our faith 
and life. Pray that through the symbol of the cross we might see God’s unconstrained power over death and 
God’s awesome gift of grace that gives us life — both new life in the present and life eternal. 
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16 Pray that we will bear God’s grace, mercy, hope and kindness to incarcerated youth and adults who  
experience isolation from society, our communities and the church.  

17 Easter Day  “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24).  
Hallelujah! Shout prayers of joy and thanksgiving for the enduring, trustworthy gifts of love, forgiveness, 
healing and new life fulfilled by God in the resurrection of Jesus Christ — our Savior, teacher, hope and  
salvation. 

18 Give thanks for faith-based preschools and day care centers that encourage faith, support parents and 
serve communities. Pray that their teachers, staff and administrators will be strengthened for their work 
providing safe and nurturing care for children. 

19 Pray that the gifts of forgiveness, love and new life we receive through Jesus will fill us with joy, moving 
us to share the good news and work for healing and justice in the world. 

20 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others gathering for the assembly of the Western Iowa Synod, 
that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them as they reflect on the mission of the church, choose 
leaders, proclaim the gospel, serve our neighbor and do God’s work in the world. 

21 Pray that the Spirit will lead us into conversations about faith and the good news of Jesus Christ with  
people we encounter in our daily lives; pray that we will see God working through us even when we feel  
uncomfortable or imperfect in expressing our faith.  

22 Earth Day  The mysteries and awe of creation defy our comprehension and stir wonder in us. Give praise, 
gratitude and recognition for all God has made for our sustenance and joy; pray that we will be wise,  
generous, responsible stewards and restorers of the earth’s resources for the glory of our Creator. 

23 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others gathering for the assembly of the Alaska Synod, that the 
Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them as they reflect on the mission of the church, choose leaders, 
proclaim the gospel, serve our neighbor and do God’s work in the world. 

24 What nagging questions do you have about Scripture, faith or God’s actions in the world? Amid a life of 
doubt and uncertainty, ask God to grant us reassurance and insight; pray that our faith and belief will grow 
deeper and stronger through the work of the Spirit, the support of our siblings in Christ and the opportunities 
for study, prayer and discernment in our communities of faith. 

25 Pray for church leaders and congregations participating in Valparaiso University’s Institute of Liturgical 
Studies, a source of renewal and re-creation through worship, music, study and reflection on the church’s 
challenges and opportunities after the pandemic. 

26 “Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 150:6). Consider how each thing 
you do today can glorify God. 

27 Pray for congregations and communities preparing for severe weather, that they might preserve human 
life, respond to community needs, and prove resilient in the face of natural disaster. Give thanks for our  
ability to respond to disasters through Lutheran Disaster Response in collaboration with companion churches, 
disaster response organizations and ecumenical partners. 

28 Give thanks for ELCA Young Adult Ministries, Young Adults in Global Mission and their work of 
providing inspiration, opportunities, connections and resources to young adults and people facilitating young 
adult ministries.  

29 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others gathering for the assemblies of the Northern Texas-
Northern Louisiana, Northeastern Minnesota and Arkansas-Oklahoma synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, 
guide and encourage them as they reflect on the mission of the church, choose leaders, proclaim the gospel, 
serve our neighbor and do God’s work in the world. 

30 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others gathering for the assemblies of the Minneapolis Area 
Synod, Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod and Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, that the Spirit will strengthen, 
guide and encourage them as they reflect on the mission of the church, choose leaders, proclaim the gospel, 
serve our neighbor and do God’s work in the world. 
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APRIL 25 

Deadline  for 

May Newsletter 

Bible Study Opportunities 

Pastor Paula  

Starting May 4, at 10am, in Friendship Hall  

“You Can Talk to God Like That.”  
A six-week Bible study on lament with a book entitled,  

“You Can Talk to God Like That” written by Abby Norman. 

Call the church office to reserve a book—TODAY! 

+++++++ 

Small Group Book Study 
 Beginning Monday, April 4 at 6pm, this Small Group will be meeting in member homes. 

Our discussions will revolve around the book, “The Last Week” written  

by Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan.  

          The book depicts Jesus giving up his life to protest power without justice  

and to condemn the rich who lack concern for the poor.  

      Check the Announcements weekly for meeting location. 

+++++++ 

Pericopes Bible Study 

Led by Paul Elbert 

Schemberger home and Zoom 

This is the last session of the season.  
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Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church 

 
    Maundy Thursday            April 14       5:00 p.m. 

 with Holy Communion  

    Good Friday     April 15       5:00 p.m. 

    Vigil of Easter     April 16       5:00 p.m. 

    Easter Sunday  April 17       9:00 a.m. 

       with Holy Communion 

     


