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Pastor Paula’s Page  

Pastor Paula Smith 

Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
 
     Lest you think Easter is over, allow me to remind you that we are just getting  
started! There are seven Sundays of Easter, so we will continue to say those  
wonderful words,  “Christ is risen!” until the day of Pentecost! 
     I was delighted to see all the glorious Easter altars on social media! Not one of  
them was like another. I saw crosses decorated with all manner of flowers; some of  
the crosses were outside and some inside. Some churches had an overabundance of  
flowers and others were sparse. There were even a few churches with giant butterflies  
attached to the crosses or hanging from the ceilings of the sanctuary. Each church  
represented new life in their own, unique ways. There really is no ONE way to  
decorate for Easter, but the common theme is new birth and new life in Christ, and I  
could feel that from the comfort of my sofa on Sunday afternoon! 
     Let’s not forget that even though the season of Easter has a definite number of Sundays, Lutherans are  
considered to be an Easter people. We are a people who continue to celebrate grace and mercy and new life 
through the forgiveness that was given to us because God gave us his only Son in exchange for eternal life for 
us. We know that in good times, as well as bad, that God in Christ walks with us, and continues to make all 
things new whether we are celebrating the season of Easter or beyond.  
     Rejoice in the Lord, always!  
     See you in church! 
 
     Pastor Paula 
 

Membership at Shepherd of the Lake 

We will be welcoming new members. Please contact Pastor Paula if you 
would like to join others who have already expressed an interest in becoming 
members of our  
congregation. We will select a date when we have the availability of all those  
interested.  
 
    

 

2022 Southeastern Synod 
Assembly 

June 3-5, 2022 
Chattanooga Convention Center 
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President’s Corner 

      May Birthdays  

     3   Elaine Nevin 
   11   Christine Elbert 
   24   PK Klingensmith 
   24   Joan Reich 
 

    

    

www.shepherdofthelaketn.org 

     Select Worship 

 Sunday Servants 

 Coffee Fellowship 

 Flower Calendar  

 Men’s Fellowship 

 Women’s Fellowship 

Steve Dormer 
Council  President 

On the Way 

“For I know the plans I have for you, “ declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to  
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  (Jeremiah 29:11) 
 
    The period between Easter and Pentecost reminds us of the predicament of the early  
disciples of Jesus.  They had faith but not a notion of where they were going or how they  
might get there.  I imagine they spent a great deal of time recounting the ideas and  
instructions they had received from Jesus.  They had the promise that they would receive a  
visit from the Holy Spirit but certainly didn’t have a clear idea of what that would look like  
or when it might happen.  They prayed and probably comforted each other. Most importantly  
they basked in the assurance that comes from being on the other side of Easter. 
    As their second millennial descendants we get to live in that assurance all of the time.   
Nonetheless, each year as Lent and Easter roll around we ponder anew the implications of the resurrection as 
it touches each of our lives.  Then, after the last Easter Alleluia is sung, like the Emmaus duo, we set out on 
our journey.  We make our way toward whatever it is that might hasten the delivery of God’s kingdom 
equipped with no more certainty than the apostles had in making ready for the ineffable elements of Pentecost.  
    This year, as a congregation, we are engaged in the process of calling a new pastor.  We seek and expect the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit as we continue on our way toward that end.  Our Call Committee reached a  
milestone in the past couple of weeks by completing and submitting the Ministry Site Profile (MSP). This 
document describes the congregation’s profile, aspirations and the attributes the congregation seeks in a  
pastoral candidate.  The Call Committee created a document that is very well written and clearly represents 
the needs and the opportunities available to our congregation in this time and this place.  
    The MSP is the essential first step in the process of identifying suitable candidates.  Our MSP will be 
matched with Rostered Minister Profiles (RMP) submitted to the Synod office by candidates seeking a call.  In 
addition, our MSP is available for review by those candidates. It is through this review process that we receive 
the candidates for interview.  The Call Committee will screen those candidates and arrange for interviews with 
those who appear appropriate for the congregation’s needs.  It is difficult to determine how long any step in 
the process may take.   
    And so we wait.  That is the most difficult part of every worthy process.  We can pray for relief from  
uncertainty but that is not our calling at this point or ever in our journey in faith. Impatience in the  
Call Process is kindled by excitement about what awaits at the end - a new and as yet unknown preacher, 
teacher and spiritual guide.  We have a talented Call Committee and a congregation unafraid of pitching in or 
innovating as needed.  The Call Committee will continue to report on the progress of the call.  In the  
meantime, we will continue the work of our ministry.  There have been so many initiatives in the past few 
months, and more being planned.  We do not have to worry about ministerial atrophy; it’s not in the nature of 
this congregation.  The quote from Jeremiah above reminds us that we have nothing to fear and further  
reminds us of who is in control.  In the meantime, we pray and do the work we are called to do and continue 
on the way accompanied by hope and the promise of a future. 

           Anniversary 

   8   Sandy & Lloyd Arrowood 
 15   Shari & Tom Lillestolen 
 31   Mary & David Blanzy 
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    In Knoxville, that is, and the number of  
community youth, many of them without  
a church home, who receive a week of  
camp at one of NovusWay Ministries’ sites, 
grows larger each year. “Come to the Water  
sprang from a Chicago board meeting of the  
ELCA’s Lutheran Men in Mission”, notes  
Larry Moeller, a participant in that meeting.  
“We challenged men’s groups in congregations  
around the country to host local fundraisers to help Christian camps weather the deep 2008 recession”. 
Maryville, TN’s Men in Mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church was the first to host such a fundraiser in 
2013. “In time,” James McMillion, the Maryville group’s then president, added, “the focus shifted – to raise 
money to send kids to camp – kids who would never otherwise have the chance to experience a week of 
Christian camp.”  
    Connor is one of the many youth blessed because of these volunteers 
– folks who actually go into the community to find kids who will be 
changed by a week of camp. He was among Come to the Water’s 2021 
group at Lutherock. It had a profound effect upon him. His last night 
there, Connor wrote a note on a scrap of paper because, he said, he 
couldn’t speak the words without crying. So he just passed it around for 
his camper group to read. “This is the first group of people to  
accept me for who I am, and I’ll probably never see them again. It hurts 
me that I might never meet people like this again. It took 15 years (my 
whole life) to find people like this.” He will be back; he’ll see these 
kinds of people again. Lutherock and Come to the Water are partnering 
in 2022 to provide the scholarship support needed for his return!  
    The Knoxville chapter of Big Brothers Big Sisters re-nominated Connor for a Come to the Water 
scholarship because they have seen the impact of several years of camp on him, and affirm it. “Connor,” 
wrote Adrienne, a BBBS match specialist, “is full of love. He loves others fiercely, and he is learning to love 
himself as well. Attending Come to the Water has helped him realize he is worthy of love, which allows him 
to love others that much more. Having love for himself is something Connor has struggled with in the past. It 
is a blessing to watch him learn he is worthy and grow from it.” Don’t you think that’s the goal Jesus had in 
mind with his parable about going out into the town to find and invite in those who never saw themselves 
worthy of coming to the “Great Dinner”?  
   The focus across greater Knoxville is sending middle school community youth to camp – kids whose life 
circumstance would otherwise not make camp possible. Campers are nominated by school counselors or 
community organizations – organizations like Knoxville’s Family Justice Center, Family Promise,  
Centro de Hispano, or area food pantries. Through this partnership, Come to the Water sent 7 kids to camp in 
2017; 14 to camp in 2018; 36 in 2019. Covid cancelled 2020 summer camp, but this group was ready in 2021 
when NovusWay camps reopened and warmly welcomed 50 youth from Blount and Knox counties for a  
life-changing week. “With the generous help of many,” Moeller continued, “we intend to send  
100 to 200 middle schoolers annually in the years ahead.”  
   A week of camp, depending on the program and site, costs $500-$600 per camper. CTTW asks parents or 
guardians to help, if they can, by providing $50 to defray the bus transportation costs. The balance of funding 
comes from gifts and contributions. Come to the Water is an all-volunteer effort so 100% of all gifts go for 
scholarships.  
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   They plan to identify, scholarship and send 75 Knoxville area youth to camp this 
summer, so their 2022 fund-raising goal is $42,000. They have already raised $39,444 
from carry overs, through-the-year solicitations, and an annual Banquet/Fundraiser 
hosted a few weeks ago. About 135 people were present, including donors, camper  
parents, camper/servers and a volunteer kitchen crew. Connor shared his camp  
story. Amanda Hara, Evening Anchor for Knoxville’s WVLT, was the keynote  
speaker. She commented Come to the Water volunteers for providing a life-changing 
experience for community youth. Citing American Camp Association reports, she noted 
the impact of church camp on all children, whether grounded in faith or not. Sharing a 
very personal experience, Ms. Hara pointed to the importance of this life-changing  
partnership between donors and volunteers  “to provide children and youth from our 
area a special place where they find and make friends and build relationships, some for 
a lifetime.”  
 

    Why do they do this in Knoxville? Because, they say, the Master told us to do this. CTTW board member 
Keira Wyatt’s sentiment speaks for all the volunteers: “It’s not a job; it’s a passion.   Today more than ever, 
kids need the life-changing experience of a week away in a Christian camp setting. Our focus is on middle 
school youth for whom, because of life circumstance, a week of camp would never be    possible.” Adds 
Moeller, “While many mainline congregations yearn for a return to the days of  vibrant youth ministry, 
through efforts like Come to the Water some are rediscovering a new way to work together with nearby 
churches of other traditions to infuse hope in the youth of their community. Thanks be to God for the work of 
the Spirit! And thanks be to God for the dedicated staff called to outdoor ministry under the NovusWay       
banner.”  
   To learn even more about this exciting community outreach effort, or to explore how this might happen 
where you are, contact the Come to the Water coordinator, Larry Moeller, at coordinator@cometothewater.us 
or visit https://ComeToTheWater.us. If camper scholarships for God’s people of all ages is your passion,  
contact Pastor Jan Setzler at jsetzler@novusway.org or visit NovusWay at https://novusway.org.  

    Our ministry is all about providing new beginnings to our struggling 

neighbors as we provide food, shelter, and hope.  
    Along with spring often comes Spring cleaning. This year make your 

Spring cleaning count by donating your gently used items to KARM 

Stores thus helping change lives! Many of us have “extra” filling our  

closets, garages, storage units, basement and attics. Use your time of Spring 

cleaning to give thanks for your many blessings while also making a  

difference. 

    Spring cleaning is the perfect reason to get rid of no longer needed items that could be of great value for 

somebody else. KARM Stores is ready to accept your donations at any of our locations or you 

can schedule a donation pickup at your house. 
             Because of you and your Spring cleaning this year, lives are being forever changed.  

 

 Hours of Operation 
Store Hours 

Mon-Sat 9am-9pm 

Sunday Closed  

Drop-off Hours  

Mon-Sat 9am-6pm 

Sunday Closed  

Maryville Address 

1610 W Broadway Ave 

Maryville, TN 37801  

Phone  

Ph: (865) 521-0770 x730  
 

Lenoir City Address 
731 Hwy 321 North 
Lenoir City, TN 37771 

Phone 
Ph: (865) 521-0770 x 308 

mailto:coordinator@cometothewater.us
https://cometothewater.us/
mailto:jsetzler@novusway.org
https://novusway.org/
https://karmstores.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06b604d979460b5f88938ed30&id=6c74ca5382&e=4a157fe001
https://karmstores.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06b604d979460b5f88938ed30&id=6c74ca5382&e=4a157fe001
https://karmstores.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06b604d979460b5f88938ed30&id=3056789498&e=4a157fe001
https://karmstores.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06b604d979460b5f88938ed30&id=281bf06add&e=4a157fe001
https://karmstores.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06b604d979460b5f88938ed30&id=40e250ef2d&e=4a157fe001
tel:8655210770
tel:8655210770
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Women’s Fellowship 
 
 

 

 

 

2022 Events  

SAVE THE DATES 

May 19 — Garden Party Lunch at Jean Clesen’s. 
                   Limited to 25 ladies. $10 for lunch 

June 17— Lavender Festival Oak Ridge 
                  Walk around the festival, then Lunch at  
        Jackson Square 
July 21 — Lunch out at Thai Bistro 11:30am 

Aug. 17 —Pizza & Bunco 11:30am 

Go to SignUpGenius and be a participant 

 Women's Fellowship: Women's Fellowship 

(signupgenius.com)  

 

 Come and join us for these fun events!   

   Deb Hatch 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Farmer’s Market Coming Back 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once again, this summer, Shepherd of the Lake will be 
a presence at the Tellico Village Farmer's  
Market!   Dispensing water bottles last year with our 
name and logo proved to be a great way to make our 
presence known in the community and to meet our 
neighbors.  We will begin this "Pop-Up" ministry on 
Wednesday, June 1, and continue every other week 
(weather permitting) through the summer.  A team of 
two is required for set-up and distribution.  Please  
consider signing up for this very gratifying  
experience!  Need more info?  Talk to Donna Navratil 
after church, at 865-458-0935, 
or donnanavratil@charter.net 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Saturday, May 21 at 8:30am 

Friendship Hall 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
Join the men for coffee and breakfast items of your 
choice as they fellowship together. Host for the  
May gathering is Ron Clesen.  
 

Go to SignUpGenius and make your reservation and 
select the food you plan to bring.  It will be a great 
time to socialize while safe distancing.   

Men's Fellowship: Men's Fellowship Breakfast 
(signupgenius.com) 

For questions, email Howard Kastner 
(howardkastner285@gmail.com) or call Sandy at the 
church office 865-816-4756 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-womens2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-womens2
mailto:donnanavratil@charter.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-mens
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e49acad2baafb6-mens


 7 

Card Making Ministry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Come and join us for Card Making in Friendship Hall 
on Thursday, May 12, at 10am. It is for anyone who  
wishes to do something fun and to be creative.  

Invite your neighbors and friends to join us! 
No experience needed to help with this activity! If you 
have questions, please call or email me  
(csopsal@gmail.com or phone at 936-520-2271).   

               

    Carol Opsal 

 

Follow Us on Facebook 
 

We are posting items of interest at the church on our 
website HOME page (lower left-hand corner)  to 
help keep you more informed of activities that are 
taking place. 
  

We welcome your comments and suggestions.  

  

You may contact Claire Moxim  

(the FB expert) or Sandy Hagan (B-team) at the 

church office.  865-816-4756 

  

 

COME, LET US PRAY 
first Sunday of each month  
at 7pm (Sanctuary) 

Faith grows by reading and 
meditating upon the Word of 
God. Most of all, faith thrives 

in an atmosphere of prayer.       
 ~  E.M. Bounds 

    We all have the need to lift up prayers for  
ourselves, family, friends, or our country. Each month 
there are people in the church that get together in the 
sanctuary on a Sunday evening lifting up those prayer 
requests by name. Prayer is a powerful tool! You are  
invited to come to the sanctuary to be with this group 
or just simply contact the church office with any  
prayer needs—spoken or unspoken. If you are  
uncomfortable praying aloud, you may just sit and  
“be present”. 
    Please join us in the Sanctuary as we lift the names 
of our Shepherd of the Lake members, family. and 
friends to the Lord, as we pray for our church families 
and others around the world. 
     

Communications Team 

 Mission Statement  

“To provide support to church staff, committees, and 
ministries to develop, implement, and maintain a  
dynamic communications system that supports the 
overall mission and strategic plan.” 

 
Claire Moxim has volunteered to represent So+L to 
help on the Tellico Working Together team which is 
coordinating an effort to improve the community.   

The communication team is exploring ways to  
update our Visitor bags to make them more useful. 
 

“A Christian community sharing God’s love with the 

world “ 

We welcome your  
ideas as we plan for 2022. 
Claire Moxim, Glenn Froese, 
Donna Navratil, Rod Rowe, 
Steve Dormer, Pastor Paula, 
Sandy Hagan 

mailto:csopsal@gmail.com
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 “You Can Talk to God Like That.” 

    On Wednesday, May 4, at 10am in Friendship Hall, Pastor Paula will be leading a  
six-week Bible study on lament with a book entitled, “You Can Talk to God Like That.” It 
was written by Abby Norman who is a pastor with the United Methodist Church. From her 
book we will be shown “how to express our laments to God and to each other when things 
are definitely not okay. Through this process we will discover a richer connection with 
God—who has wanted nothing more than our whole selves from the start.”  

   Please call the church office (865-816-4756) indicating that you will be participating in 
this Bible Study. The cost of the book is $9. You may write a check to So+L indicating  
Bible Study in the memo section. The books are now available in the church office. 

   Although Marjorie Porr has been around for a while – 91 years  
young – she is a relatively new member of Shepherd of the Lake.  She 
takes her place up front every Sunday and is thankful for the ride that 
Fran McKnight provides each week. 
   Former Pittsburgh residents will be surprised to learn that Marjorie was 
born in the Swissvale/Braddock suburbs of the city.  She attended Penn 
State University where she majored in elementary education.  She taught 
3rd grade and later did some substitute teaching while raising her children. 
Marjorie met her engineering husband at Penn State as well.  They  
married in 1953 and have three children – “daughter, daughter, son”!  Her 
son still lives in the Pittsburgh area (South Park) while one daughter  
resides in Oregon.  It is the daughter residing here in Tellico Village that 
brought her here to Tennessee. 
   Pittsburgh wasn’t the only place Marjorie called home.  She lived in 
Spain for three years as a result of her husband’s job.  Asked if she speaks 

  Spanish, Marjorie replied with a “not any more”! 
                    Marjorie enjoys the companionship of her Cavalier King Charles  
             Spaniel.  She likes to read and exercise and, of course, she enjoys any and 
             all church activities!  
                 Shepherd of the Lake is glad you are here Marjorie!! 

Marjorie Porr 
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Women’s Fellowship—Day at the Movie 

Renovation 
   The Renovation Team had April activity that is worth reporting.  First, we have installed blackout shades 
on the windows in Friendship Hall as well as installed all new shades in the offices and conference room.  
We have two more special shades coming for the doors in Friendship Hall.  Now we are able to darken the 
entire hall for video and movie presentations. 
   The concrete bases have been installed on the north end of the building to accommodate the new  
monument signs.  That is the good news.  We are now awaiting the post material to which the signs will be 
attached. It appears that our material is on a ship somewhere waiting to be unloaded and shipped to our  
supplier.  Sit tight.  They said 4 to 6 weeks. 
   And finally, our architect, Brewer, Ingram and Fuller, has started on the reconfiguration of our portico.  
The portico roof will be attached just under the existing narthex roof, extending into the parking lot. The  
current steeple position will not change; thus, the portico design and construction will be simplified. The 
steeple will have an additional base added to raise it  another foot, and it is again bright white after power 
washing. 
       Frank and Norm 

    It was scheduled to be a day of laughter, brown bag lunch, “girls lunch out”, and 
then a true story about a girl’s baseball team, “A League of Their Own”. The lady 
ball fans were asked to wear their favorite ball team T-shirt  
(some did, some didn’t).  See the joy on their faces. They are having a great time 
following their lunch and eating popcorn getting ready for the planned movie! 
   Things did go as planned, the projector that had been set up for them did not have 
a slot for the DVD – DUH!  
Visualize at least four women  
reading the directions, pushing  
buttons on the projector, laughing 
and nothing happening.  
   The moral of the story, it will be 
planned for another Women’s  
Fellowship Day. You won’t want to 

        miss out on the fun these ladies have 
        when getting together.  
            Come and join in the fun on the 
         third Thursday each month. 

Garden Party Luncheon, Thursday, May 19, 
at Jean Clesen’s home. Make plans today to 
attend the luncheon by signing up on  
SignUpGenius. Limited to 25 guests.  
Meet at the church at 11am to carpool to 
Kahite. 
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Will You Lend a Hand? 

  
Spring is around the corner, and like the crocus and daffodils that are emerging 
from their winter hiatus, people are returning to worship, activities and  
fellowship time.  Finally, our newly remodeled facilities are being used as we 
envisioned.  However, along with this wonderful development comes the need 
to clean more often than before.  During our long “winter” when few people 
were in the building, Kelly Smith and her crew have faithfully cleaned every 
other week, which she will continue to do.  For those who may recall, in the 
past, on alternate weeks volunteer teams of two cleaned the church.  We’re 
hoping to resume that practice, but with a few changes. 
 
 You are probably thinking, “Our church has increased in square footage 
since the remodel.  It will be a much bigger job than before.”  To make  
volunteering more manageable, the list of cleaning tasks will be simplified as 
more of a “touch-up,” rather than a thorough cleaning.  If cleaning is your  
passion, you are welcome to go beyond the basic list (but it is not expected). 
 
 Please consider signing up to clean on the week of your choice.  Find a 
partner (could be your spouse) and lend a hand to maintain the cleanliness of 
our church home.  The cleaning should require less than an hour, and all  
supplies are provided.  Those who will be cleaning our facility for the first time 
will be paired with an experienced team. For a copy of the modified cleaning 
tasks or to arrange for orientation, please contact Norm Schuessler  
(865-316-4741, nschuess16ct@charter.net).  You can sign up to volunteer online (Signup Genius) or call 
Sandy in the church office. 

mailto:nschuess16ct@charter.net
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Stewardship Toolkit for May 2022 

Getting rid of ‘all the crap’ 

And Jesus said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not  
consist in the abundance of possessions.”  -Luke 12: 
 
The father of small children was commiserating about how hard it is to keep the house  
clean with energetic, active, creative kids at home.  
 
“What really gets to me about cleaning the house,” he said, “is all the crap.” 
 
Crap. Not just the toys and stuffed animals that overflow from toy bins, under beds  
and closets. The adult stuff, too – the gadgets crowding the kitchen, the cleaning products jammed under the 
sink, the stuff crammed in the medicine cabinet, the yard junk all over the lawn, and on and on.  
 
The crap factor comes to mind in Jesus' parable of “the rich fool” in Luke 12:17-20. The fool has so much 
stuff, he wants bigger barns to hold it all. The parable should strike a chord with us in America, where  
accumulation is such a big problem that self-storage (our ”bigger barns”) is booming business. 
 
A man of few possessions, Jesus kept everything simple. He must have known how hard it is to focus on  
godly living when are lives are cluttered with stuff. Of course, Jesus’ parable talks about possessions, but the 
same principle applies to the mind and heart’s clutter of ideas, loyalties and desires that distract us from God. 
 
How cluttered is your house? Your mind? Your soul?  
 
For the month of May, consider a house cleaning to get rid of unneeded, unnecessary stuff. And prayerfully 
consider what “clutter” may be in your mind, heart and soul as well. What needs to be tossed out, recycled or 
donated in order that your house and your spirit can focus on what’s truly important? That is, the things of 
God. 
 
 --Rob Blezard 
Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Rev. Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. 
 
 
General Stewardship Resource Websites 
 
Stewardship of Life Institute– Headquartered at United Lutheran Seminary, this site has a trove of resources 
in areas of congregational and personal stewardship. (www.stewardshipoflife.org) 
 
ELCA Stewardship Resources– Our denomination’s deep well of materials. (www.elca.org/stewardship) 
 
Center for Stewardship Leaders – Luther Seminary’s excellent website. (faithlead.luthersem.edu/
stewardship/) 
 
The ELCA Foundation a ministry of our denomination. (www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation) 

 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
http://elca.org/stewardship
http://www.elca.org/stewardship
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
http://faithlead.luthersem.edu/stewardship/
https://www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation
http://www.elca.org/give/elca-foundation
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Prayer Ventures—May  

1 Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month  Praise God for Asian and Pacific Islander members, 
congregations and ministries of the ELCA that use God’s gifts of culture, language and heritage to share the 
good news of Jesus Christ, loving and serving our neighbor in a multicultural world. 

2 Pray for the safety and well-being of those directly impacted by the war in Ukraine — both the people  
inside its borders and the nearly 4 million who have left the country. Pray for peace, wisdom, justice,  
repentance and reconciliation, and give thanks for the assistance provided by Lutheran Disaster Response, 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, and our partners and companion churches in Ukraine and across 
Eastern Europe.  

3 “O Lord my God, I cried to you for help, and you have healed me” (Psalm 30:2). Pray for healing, comfort 
and peace for all who suffer sorrow, trauma, illness, fear or hardship, and ask the Spirit to equip us for  
responding to our neighbors in need with love, hope and support. 

4 Give thanks and pray for Lutheran Men in Mission and other ministries with men in our congregations, that 
they will reach and serve men of all ages, strengthening their faith in Christ, equipping them to love and serve 
their neighbor, and creating faithful communities of men. 

5 Remembering the story of how God transformed Paul’s life, purpose and spirit, pray that people everywhere 
might be changed by the grace of God, the work of the Spirit and the influence of caring and loving people, 
including ourselves. 

6 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others gathering for the assemblies of the Metropolitan New York 
Synod, the New Jersey Synod and the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin, that the Spirit will strengthen, 
guide and encourage them as they reflect on the mission of the church, choose leaders, proclaim the gospel, 
serve our neighbor and do God’s work in the world. 

7 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others gathering for the assembly of the Southeastern Minnesota 
Synod, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them as they reflect on the mission of the church, 
choose leaders, proclaim the gospel, serve our neighbor and do God’s work in the world. 

8 On Mother’s Day, thank God for mothers, stepmothers, foster mothers, expectant mothers, women  
struggling with parenting, women trying to conceive and women who cannot bear children of their own but 
serve as loving and caring adults in the lives of children and youth. 

9 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others gathering for the assembly of the Rocky Mountain Synod, 
that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them as they reflect on the mission of the church, choose 
leaders, proclaim the gospel, serve our neighbor and do God’s work in the world. 

10 Remember in prayer students at college, university and seminary as they prepare for final exams, celebrate 
graduation or begin their careers, that they might find opportunities to use their gifts, faith and passion in  
service to their neighbors and communities. 

11 “The Lord is my shepherd” (Psalm 23:1). Pray that we might find clarity and be reassured of God’s love 
and attention through the psalmist’s description of a shepherd who restores, leads, nourishes and accompanies 
us, calming our fears and showing us mercy. 

12 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others gathering for the assemblies of the Delaware-Maryland 
Synod, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them as they reflect on the mission of the church, 
choose leaders, proclaim the gospel, serve our neighbor and do God’s work in the world. 

13 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others gathering for the assemblies of the Oregon Synod, the 
Saint Paul Area Synod, the Northeastern Ohio Synod and the East Central Synod of Wisconsin, that the Spirit 
will strengthen, guide and encourage them as they reflect on the mission of the church, choose leaders,  
proclaim the gospel, serve our neighbor and do God’s work in the world. 

14 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others gathering for the assemblies of the Northern Great Lakes, 
Southeast Michigan and North/West Lower Michigan synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and  
encourage them as they reflect on the mission of the church, choose leaders, proclaim the gospel, serve our 
neighbor and do God’s work in the world. 

15 Pray that we will be faithful to Jesus’ commandment to love one another, and pray that we might be  
recognized as disciples of Christ and communities of faith through our Spirit-inspired acts of love, kindness, 
service, justice and hospitality. 
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16 Remember in prayer the conflict in Ethiopia, which has caused displacement, suffering and loss of life 
among the most vulnerable — women, children and older adults. Pray for relief, hope and strength for those 
who have been impacted and for an end to the violence and ethnic discrimination. Give thanks for the relief 
work of Lutheran World Relief and the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus, and for the financial 
support of Lutheran Disaster Response. 

17 Ask the Spirit to stir our enthusiasm for sharing the good news of Jesus Christ throughout the world, that 
all people might know the boundless love of God that renews and unites us as siblings in Christ. 

18 Pray that we might not grow weary or apathetic about the needs of our neighbor, especially when their 
difficulties and situations seem complicated, overwhelming or distant from us. Ask the Spirit to nurture  
within us love and concern that are enduring, impartial and wise. 

19 Praise God for everything that brings joy, hope, encouragement or brightness into our lives. 

20 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others gathering for the assemblies of the Pacifica, Greater  
Milwaukee, Southeastern Iowa and Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide 
and encourage them as they reflect on the mission of the church, choose leaders, proclaim the gospel, serve 
our neighbor and do God’s work in the world. 

21 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others gathering for the assembly of the Northwestern  
Minnesota Synod, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them as they reflect on the mission of 
the church, choose leaders, proclaim the gospel, serve our neighbor and do God’s work in the world. 

22 Promise to respond to those we encounter who are struggling, homeless, lonely, grieving or ill; ask the 
Spirit to encourage, equip and guide us when we feel ill-equipped to love and care for our neighbor. 

23 Thank God for our special relationship with The Episcopal Church, a full communion partner with the 
ELCA since 1999. Pray for the church, its members and its leaders, that together we will find strength and 
resources for the work of sharing the gospel and serving our neighbor, especially in these challenging times. 

24 Among your siblings in Christ, who has surprised you with their welcoming spirit, generosity, wisdom or 
eagerness to share their faith? Give thanks to God for people who unexpectedly enrich our lives. 

25 Give thanks for young adults from across the country who have responded to the call to serve in summer 
ministries at ELCA camps. Ask the Spirit to equip, inspire and sustain them for sharing their faith in Christ 
and developing caring communities of faith with campers of all backgrounds, abilities and ages. 

26 Ascension Day  “Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with loud songs of joy. For the Lord, the 
Most High, is awesome, a great king over all the earth” (Psalm 47:1-2). Praise and honor our wonderful God! 

27 “The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and 
remind you of all that I have said to you” (John 14:26). Remember in prayer the gift of the Spirit in our 
midst, working through us to call, gather, enlighten, bless and unify the church on earth.  

28 Pray for the ELCA Justice for Women program and its work fostering gender awareness, justice and  
dignity, that our congregations and communities might value, embrace and be shaped by the unique voices 
and experiences of people across race, ethnicity, ability, class, sexuality and age. 

29 Ask God to unite us as communities of faith and siblings in Christ, introducing others to what God has 
done in the world through the life, teachings, suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus. 

30 Memorial Day  Remember, honor and give thanks for members of the armed forces who sacrificed their 
lives for the sake of peace. Pray for those who serve in harm’s way today and for our neighbors around the 
world who have served their own countries in pursuit of peace, justice and freedom.   

31 Pray for congregations as they prepare for mission trips, service-learning experiences and local  
community ministries, that their efforts might exemplify compassion, respect, mutual relationship,  
intentional partnership and our call to love and serve our neighbor as Christ loves and serves us. 
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Easter Celebration—Friendship Hall 
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ACT Group Home 

The Easter bunny made it’s way to So+L and brought some of the la-
dies from the ACT Group home to help color Easter eggs. Helpers 
from So+L were Sandy Arrowood, Penny Hatt, Carol Opsal,  
Cheryl Mandro, and Carol Becker. They were serenaded by Pastor 
Paula. Everyone enjoyed coloring dozens eggs. It was a joyous time 
for all. 



 16 

MAY 25 

Deadline  for 

June Newsletter 

Bible Study Opportunities 

Pastor Paula  

Starting May 4, at 10am, in Friendship Hall  

“You Can Talk to God Like That.”  
A six-week Bible study on lament with a book entitled,  

“You Can Talk to God Like That” written by Abby Norman. 

Call the church office to reserve a book—TODAY! 

+++++++ 

Small Group Book Study 
 Small Group will be meeting in member homes. 

Our discussions will revolve around the book, “The Last Week” written  

by Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan.  

          The book depicts Jesus giving up his life to protest power without justice  

and to condemn the rich who lack concern for the poor.  

      Check the Announcements weekly for meeting location. 

+++++++ 

                                   

 


