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Stories Jesus Told
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Order of Worship - July 12, 2020

Liturgist: Clay Boyles
Special Music: Jim Wingate

Music as we prepare our hearts and minds for
worship

Welcome
Call to Worship

Like a seed planted in good soil,

the word of God does not return empty.
Let anyone with ears listen!

The word of God will bear good fruit!
Let us worship God!

Opening hymn "O God in Whom All Life Begins"
tune: NOEL
Glory to God #308, verses 1 and 3

O God in whom all life begins, who births the seed to fruit,
bestow your blessing on our lives; here let your love find
root.



Bring forth in us the Spirit's gifts of patience, joy, and
peace;
deliver us form numbing fear, and grant our faith increase.

Through tears and laughter, grief and joy, enlarge our
trust and care;

so bind us in community that we may risk and dare.

Be with us when we gather here to worship, sing, and
pray;

then send us forth in power and faith to live the words we
say.

Opening Prayer

You opened your mouth and uttered a word
and creation sprang forth in abundance.
Let us open our mouths in praise,

that we may bear fruit in every season

and be satisfied by your goodness,

for you, O God, are the source of all growth;
your grace abounds forever. Amen.

Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures - Isaiah 55:10-13

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the
earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

For you shall go out in joy,
and be led back in peace;



the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Musical Meditation "O Lord, You are My God and King"
Jim Wingate on Organ

Children's Sermon

Gospel Reading - Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside
the lake. Such great crowds gathered around him that he
got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood
on the beach. And he told them many things in parables,
saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed,
some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate
them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did
not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they
had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were
scorched; and since they had no root, they withered

away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew
up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!’

‘Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears
the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the
evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the
heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word
and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has



no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or
persecution arises on account of the word, that person
immediately falls away. As for what was sown among
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of
the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it
yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this
is the one who hears the word and understands it, who
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in
another sixty, and in another thirty.’

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Meditation
Prayers of the People and The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come,

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our
debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever.

Amen.

Offering
Closing hymn "Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah"

tune: CWM RHONDDA
Glory to God #65, verses 1 and 3



Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,
pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but thou art mighty.
Hold me with thy powerful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
feed me till I want no more;

feed me till I want no more.

When I tread the verge of Jordan,

bid my anxious fears subside.

Death of death, and hell's destruction,
land me safe on Canaan's side.

Songs of praises, songs of praises

I will ever give to thee;

I will ever give to thee.

Benediction

Doxology -
(Vocals by Allison Kelly and Ellette Burke, cello effect on
synthesizer by Jim Wingate)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.



