
                   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s your weekly update… 

  

1. Our Church Council met (6/16 and 6/23 via Zoom) and approved a re-opening plan for 

public worship. The plan is attached to this email and is available on the fumctr.com website. 

There is no worship re-opening date, however, we now have a plan ready for when the time 

comes. Many thanks to the Church Council for their good work! 

 

2. Please continue to forward our videos to everyone you know. We are ministering to many 

persons who have not previously had a connection to First Church. This is a great blessing. So, 

press “forward” and make the blessing ever greater!  Thank you for letting us know about those 

from our church family in need. Pastor Wes and I are happy to follow up with and information 

you pass onto us!   

 

3. Support of the House of Hope is just one of the many ways that we are engaging our 

community and answering God’s call in Toms River.  This ministry helps many in our 

community who are struggling with paying utilities, need housing, or meals for their families. It 

is a privilege to be involved in something with such positive impact.   

 

As you know, this is not the only way in which we are doing creative ministry and mission. Our 

online worship services, youth ministries and young adult ministries are making a great 

impact.  We are transforming lives and being transformed by the love of God at the same time.  

 

I want to thank you for being a partner in the ministry and mission of First Church. Your 

ongoing financial contributions are making a difference in the lives of many people.  You know 

what matters in life, and through your giving, you are sharing that with others and reaching them 

with the Good News of Jesus Christ. Thank you from the bottom of my heart! 

 
 

 

              FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH            
           129 Chestnut Street * Toms River, New Jersey 08753-5306 

Phone 732-349-8155 ~  www.fumctr.com 

*Prayer Chain:  office@fumctr.com  

June 24, 2020 – Office Hours 10-12:30 M-F 

Electronic Giving Address: www.fumctr.com/donate 

 

To Mail Your Offering (thank you for the gift of a stamp!) 

ATTN: Financial Secretary, First UMC 

129 Chestnut Street, Toms River, NJ 08753 

 

For the Most Recent Updates::  www.fumctr.com 

-click the update button and scroll down 

 

“…for all those who exalt 

themselves will be humbled, and 

those who humble themselves will 

be exalted.” 
 

                              ~Luke 18:14b 

 

I love you, 

Pastor Ed 
ed@fumctr.com 

(c) 609-617-5182   

Dear First Church, 

 

Our society finds itself in the middle of an 

effort to establish a “new normal” as we move 

forward into the future. All this change can be 

scary. That is why it is so helpful to 

remember that Jesus is the “same yesterday, 

today, and forever!” So, let’s cling to Jesus as 

he carries us through the storm.  

 

   

 
  

http://www.fumctr.com/
mailto:office@fumctr.com
http://www.fumctr.com/donate
http://www.fumctr.com/
mailto:ed@fumctr.com
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First United Methodist Church 
Public Worship Re-Opening Policy 

(Approved by the Church Council on 6.23.20) 
 

Along with the Greater New Jersey Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, 
First United Methodist Church of Toms River endeavors to re-open our facilities in a 

responsible manner that will not contribute to the spread of Covid-19. 
 
A few weeks before re-opening: 
1. We will offer a 24 hour Prayer Vigil signup (15 minute segments for 24 hours). Prayer 
Vigil participants may pray at home or come to the sanctuary to pray. Notification of the 
Prayer Vigil will come through a mailed postcard, email and personal phone calls to 
members and constituents. Sign-Ups for the Prayer Vigil will be done online through our 
website or by calling the church office. 
 
2. The pastors will create an instructional video regarding the worship re-opening policy and 
email it to the congregation with the weekly update.  
 
3. The pastors will send out regular email updates about adjustments in weekly public 
worship (as needed) along with the weekly update. The pastors will also continue to provide 
an online worship option through YouTube, Facebook Live and ​fumctr.com  
 
Outside/Parking Lot 
 
4. Parking – attenders will be encouraged (but not required) to park in every other space. 
Attenders should not park next to a car that has a person exiting from that car.  
 
5. Ushers will be posted outside to encourage people to refrain from congregating, take 
temperatures with a contactless thermometer, direct attenders to outdoor hand-sanitizing 
stations, hold the doors open, and regulate the number of people who enter so as to ensure 
social distancing.  
 
6. Attenders will be asked by the ushers to return home if they have a temperature of 100.4 
degrees or greater, have obvious symptoms of Covid-19, refuse to wear a mask or cause the 
facility to go over the New Jersey mandated attendance limit (if there is one in place).  
 
7. Attenders are expected to bring their own masks to enter the facility. First Church will 
supply masks to all who need one. 
 
8. In order to keep others safe, if a person has COVID-19, ​has symptoms consistent with 
COVID-19​ or has been in ​close contact​ with someone who has COVID-19, it is important to 
shelter at home and maintain distance from others for two (2) weeks. 
 
Inside 
 
9. Ushers will be posted inside to encourage people to refrain from congregating, direct to 
indoor hand sanitizer stations, encourage/lead attenders to be seated in chair/pew, and ensure 
that attenders are socially distanced  from anyone with whom they are not home-sheltering. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/public-health-recommendations.html
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10. ​One​ person will be allowed in any bathroom at a time. The bathrooms will be cleaned 
between each use by a volunteer steward. Families with small children, persons of the same 
gender who are sheltering together and those needing assistance are exceptions to this 
guideline.  
 
11. The pews and chairs will be arranged to meet social distancing guidelines, the hymnals, 
bibles and all materials (including visitor information and bulletins) will be removed from 
the worship areas. Technology will be used to substitute for written 
materials whenever possible.  
 
12. Offering food and drink (provided by First Church) of any type is postponed until further 
notice. 
 
13. Communion will be celebrated online on the first Sunday of the month until further 
notice. 
 
14. Congregational singing will be gradually introduced during the months after re-opening 
according to state, medical and common sense guidelines. We will begin with no 
congregational singing. We expect this process to be a long & extended. We base this on  the 
fact that singing pushes spittle approximately 16 feet from the singer and onto others. 
 
15. Strategically placed soloists/instrumentalists will be used in the meantime. 
 
16. To begin, the length of the worship services will be approximately 30 minutes and build 
gradually over the following months. This is because many members and constituents will be 
anxious in returning to public worship and 30 minutes serves as a less intimidating option.  
 
17. Greeting time will be a socially distanced wave to others. We will strategically place 
offering plates/baskets around the facility so they are not passed from person to person. 
 
18. There will be no Sunday School or child care offered for the foreseeable future.  
 
Leaving the Facility 
 
19. After the Benediction/Closing Prayer, attenders sitting nearest the exit doors will leave 
first and those farthest from the exit doors will leave last. The ushers will hold the doors open 
and people will walk back to their cars. Attenders are strongly encouraged to maintain six 
feet of social distancing in the parking lot and continue wearing their masks. Ushers will 
“direct traffic” in the case of persons driving up to the door to pick up those who struggle 
with walking.  
 
20. Through various forms of communication, our beloved members/attenders who are 
considered “vulnerable” according to CDC guidelines will be encouraged to consider their 
health and participate in online worship until the CDC clears them to attend any kind of event 
in public. However, they will always be welcome to attend. 
 
21. Appropriate signage will be posted inside and outside of the facility to encourage 
attenders to practice social distancing, mask wearing, hand sanitizing and avoid 
congregating. 


