RESPONSIBLE LIVING - JOYFUL GIVING
Redefining Stewardship as “Whole Life” Stewardship

Pentecost 7
July 19, 2020

New Life Lutheran Church  8:00 AM
Pearland, Texas
.fl‘ Dy New Life Lutheran Church is a partner congregation of
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GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.

« ROOTED in the Word
« REFRESHED in the Spirit
« REACHING into the Neighborhood & the World!
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SN I A [tisan age-old question: why is there evil in the
world? In the parable of the wheat and the weeds Jesus

suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the

day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both

weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God,
and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.
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Come, You Thankful People, Come
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1 Come, you thank-ful peo - ple, come; raise the song of har - vest home.
2 All  the world is God’s own field, fruit un - to his praise to yield.
3 For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his har - vest home;
4 E - ven so, Lord, quick-ly come to your fi- nal har-vest home.

0 \

/ )]

) i =
All is safe - ly gath-ered in ere the win-ter storms be - gin.
Wheat and tares to - geth - er sown, un - t0 joy Or  SsOr - row grown.
from his field shall in that day all of - fens-es purge a - way,
Gath - er all your peo - ple in, free from sor-row, free from sin,
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God, our mak - er, does pro-vide for our wants to be sup-plied.
First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall ap - pear.
give his an - gels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast,
there, for - ev - er pu - 1i-fied, in your gar-ner to a - bide.
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Come to God’s own tem - ple, come, raise the song of har- vest home.
Lord of har - vest, grant that we whole-some grain and pure may be.

but the fruit-ful ears to store in  his gar-ner ev - er - more.
Come, with all your an - gels, come, raise the glo-rious har - vest home!

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.
Music: ST. GEORGE’S, WINDSOR, George J. Elvey, 18161893




P:

C: whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose

CALL TO WORSHIP -
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *# one God, c& wos
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faithfulness endures from generation to generation. Amen!

P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

P:
C:

Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your
presence in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our
own efforts. We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. We
abuse your good creation for our own benefit. We fear difference and
do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought,
word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew
us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life. Amen.

WORDS OF ABSOLUTION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have

C:
SHARING OF THE PEACE

P:
C:
3

peace with God through * Christ Jesus, through whom we have
obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in
hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.




There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
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1 There’s a wide-ness in God’s mer - cy, like the wide-ness of the sea;
2 There is wel-come for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;
3 For the love of God is broad-er than the mea-sures of our mind;
4 "Tis not all we owe to Je - sus; it is some-thing more than all:
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there’s a kind-ness in his jus-tice whichis more than lib - er - ty.
there 1s mer-cy with the Sav-ior; there is  heal-ing 1n  his blood.
and the heart of the e - ter-nal 1s most won-der - ful - ly kind.
great - er good be - cause of e - vil, larg - er mer-cy through the fall.
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There is no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav’n.
There 1s gracee - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;

There is plen-ti - ful re - demp-tion in the blood that has been shed;
If our love were but more sim - ple, we should take him at his word;
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind - ly judg-ment giv’n.
there is room for fresh cre - a - tions in that up - per home of  bliss.
there is joy for all the mem-bers in the sor-rows of the head.
and our lives would be all sun - shine in the sweet-ness of our Lord.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 18141863
Music: LORD, REVIVE US, North American, 19th cent.

GREETING

P: Grace and peace to all of you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ; and may the inseparableness of the Holy Spirit be with everyone
here!

C: And also with you.
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Johnny: In peace, in peace,
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mer - Cy, Lord, have mer - cy.

Johnny: For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world,
for the unity of all...

Johnny: For your people here, who have come to give you praise,

for the strength to live your Word...

& S
P : ot i 1
S E == 3

Help, save and de - fend us, O

Q) Congregation:

1 i :
% I ' o l
Q) &- G\ '_/

God. A

men.



NOW THE FEAST
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. Faithful God,

C: most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and
compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom,
that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Sang Kim

Each Sunday a special message is shared with all the children ages infants
through 6th grade.

All God’s children are welcome!

FAITH5 - READ

First Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8

There are no other gods besides God: the word of the LORD does not fail to come to pass. We can trust in God, through whom
Israel—and we—are redeemed.

¢Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
I am the first and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.
’"Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
8Do not fear, or be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; I know not one.

Here ends the reading.
8
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Psalm 86:11-17

Teach me your way, O LorD, and I will walk in your truth. (s ss:11)

HTeach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to revere your name.
12] will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart,
and glorify your name forevermore.
13For great is your love toward me;
you have delivered me from the pit of death.
14The arrogant rise up against me, O God,
and a band of violent people seeks my life;
they have not set you before their eyes.
15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.
16Turn to me and have mercy on me;
give your strength to your servant,
and save the child of your handmaid.
17Show me a sign of your favor,
so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame;
because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.



Second Reading: Romans 8:12-25 (Bold - verse for FAITH5)

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as God’s children, keeps us in
solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay.

1250 then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh —13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die;
but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.
14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. °For you did
not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a
spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 7and if
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we
suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

18] consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 1°For the creation
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 2°for the
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the
one who subjected it, in hope 2'that the creation itself will be set free from
its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the
children of God. 2We know that the whole creation has been groaning in
labor pains until now; 22and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 2¢For in hope we were saved.
Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But
if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

R: Word of God. Word of Life!

C: Thanks be to God! A'

ROM
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P: The Good News of Jesus, Son of God according to St. Matthew:
C: Praise to You, Lord Christ!

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may
be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;but while
everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and
then went away. 2650 when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds
appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to him,
‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds
come from?’ 22He answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him,
‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?” 2But he replied, ‘No; for in
gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of
them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers,
Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the
wheat into my barn.””

36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples

approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.”
3’He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is
the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the
children of the evil one, ¥and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the
harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. “Just as the weeds are
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 4'The Son of
Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of
sin and all evildoers, #2and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 4Then the righteous will shine like
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

P: Word of God. Word of Life!
C: Thanks be to God.



FAITH5 - TALK Pastor William L. Schwertlich
“Of Wheat and Weeds”
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance,Je-sus is mine! Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion,per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion,all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-py and blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech-oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look-ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness, lost in his love.

Refrain
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



THE OFFERING IS GIVEN

Giving is good for the giver; promoting our trust in God and providing blessings to the world.

THE OFFERTORY Johnny Salvesen

TEXT GIVING is now available at New Life

You can now tithe via text. Text to 281.864.3278, add a $$ amount to the
message box and send. A link will appear for a 1 time set up.
Once it is set-up, it takes seconds to give again.

You can also give thru the New Life website NewLifeLutheran.com
There is a give page and donate options on most of the tabs main pages.

Checks can also be dropped off at the Church or mailed in.

Thank you for supporting New Life’s ministry.

~
Giving Update As of Wednesday, July 15th, New Life has received $13,251 of

$30,490 (43.5%), the Minimum July Monthly Giving Goal.
Thank you!

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
L praise him, all creatures here below;

bmﬂg’l praise him above, ye heav'nly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711

THE OFFERING PRAYER

P: God of goodness and growth,

C: all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant
grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your
steadfast love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus
Christ, our strength and our song. Amen.



FAITH5 - PRAY

P: Confident of your care and
helped by the Holy Spirit, we
pray for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

P: God of the harvest, you sow the
good seed of the gospel of Jesus
Christ into your field. Help your
church throughout the world to
be both diligent and patient, full
of resolve and gentleness, that
our witness may be faithful to
your intentions. Lord, in your
mercy,

: hear our prayer.
God of all space and time, your
whole creation groans in labor
pains, awaiting the gift of new
birth. Renew the earth, sky, and
sea, so that all your creation
experiences freedom from the
bondage of decay. Lord, in your
mercy,
: hear our prayer.
God of the nations, teach us your
ways, that we may walk in your
truth. Mend the fabric of the
human family, now torn apart
by our fearful and warring
ways. Guide us by your mercy,
grace, and steadfast love. Lord,
in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
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P: God of hope, you accompany
those who suffer and are near to
the brokenhearted. Open our
hearts to your children who are
lonely and abandoned, who feel
trapped by despair, and all who
suffer in any way (especially).
Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: God of the seasons, in the midst
of summer, give us refreshment,
renewal, and new opportunities.
We pray for the safety of those
who travel. We pray for those
who cannot take the rest they
need. Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P: God of life, those who have died
in you shine like the sun in your
endless kingdom. We remember
with thanksgiving the saints of
all times and places and saints
close to us. Gather us with them
on the day of salvation. Lord, in
your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer
these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.



Our Father, who is in heaven.
Hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come; your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil;

for yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.

FAITHS5 - BLESS

P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor

16

things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ

God, the creator, # Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,

bless you and keep you in eternal love.
C: Amen!



A SENDING SONG

Be Thou My Vision
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;

2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;

3 Rich-es 1 heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,

4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to  me, save that thou art:

I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may | reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best thought by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s shel - ter, thou my high tow’r,
thou, and thou on - ly, first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,

0. .

oot | .

\NRY) o —I+
wak - ing  or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence  my light.
raise thou me heav’'n- ward, O Pow’r of my pOW'T.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be  my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish 8th—10th cent.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.
Music: SLANE, Irish tune

WE GO TO SERVE THE LORD

P: Go in peace. Christ is with you. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia and Amen!
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|, Texas - Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Y God'swork. Ourhands.

New Life Lutheran welcomes Rev. Bill Schwertlich who
will be our part-time Interim Pastor during our transition and
pastoral search. He serves under call from the ELCA Texas-
Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod Council. He has thirty-eight
years of experience as an ordained Lutheran pastor.

Bill was born and raised in San Antonio, Texas. He began studies at Concordia
University at Austin and completed his Bachelor’s in Elementary Education at
Concordia University, Chicago in 1978. He completed his Master of Divinity degree
in 1982 at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri and was ordained the same year.

Pastor Bill’s has served in a variety of pastoral positions, including solo, assistant,
associate and interim pastorates throughout Texas. He has served in interim
positions since 2007. During his career, Pastor Bill has studied Family Systems
process promoting healthy relationships and has completed training in the
Bridgebuilder and Healthy Congregations processes.

Pastor Schwertlich and his wife, Kathleen, have their home in Bear Creek
Meadows in Katy. Kathleen is a 1977 graduate of Texas Lutheran University. They
were married on January 1, 1984 and have no children. They have lived in the
greater Houston/Katy area for over 35 years. Both are grateful to God for the
blessing of a new opportunity to serve among God’s people at New Life Lutheran in
Pearland.

Hello, families and kiddos! F A I -I- H @\

Please read and spend time together as a family!

Romans 8:24-25

For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope.
For who hopes for what is seen?
But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

Faith 5: Share, Read, Talk, Pray Bless!
https:/ /faithink.com/ the-faith5-steps

1) What do you hope for?
2) When did you show patience and it was worth the wait?
3) Who can you pray for so that they have / feel more hope?



https://faithink.com/the-faith5-steps

