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GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.

« ROOTED in the Word
« REFRESHED in the Spirit
« REACHING into the Neighborhood & the World!
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TODAY @ NEW LIFE: ”Rej oice always,” begins the reading from 1

Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist make clear that
God is turning our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All God’s children
got a robe,” go the words of a spiritual. It is not so much a stately, formal, pressed
outfit as it is a set of party clothes, clothes we are happy to wear. We receive that
robe in baptism, and in worship we gather for a foretaste of God’s party.




ADVENT 3 December 13, 2020

FAITH5 - GATHER

WELCOME & NEWS

Come, Thou Long—Expected Jesus

= = -
s — s

1 Come, thou long-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2 Born thy peo-ple to de - liv-er, born a child,and yet a king;
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from our fears and sins re - leaseus; let us find our rest 1in thee.
born to reign in us for-ev-er, now thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
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Is-rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, hope of all the earth thou art,
By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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dear de - sire of ev-’ry na-tion, joy of ev-'ry long-ing heart.

by thine all-suf - fi - cient mer-it  raise us to thy  glo - rious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: JEFFERSON, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835




CALL TO WORSHIP

P: Blessed be God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit,

C: whose forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen!

P: Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as
God desires.

Silence is kept for reflection.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

P: Loving and forgiving God,

C: we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts,
we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not
loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. Restore
us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day
in the light of Christ. Amen.

WORDS OF ABSOLUTION AND FORGIVENESS

P: People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are
forgiven, and you are free — free from all that holds you back and free
to live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be strengthened in
God’s love, * comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the
power of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
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GREETING

P: Grace and peace to all of you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus

Christ; and may the inseparableness of the Holy Spirit be with everyone
here!

C: And also with you.
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Johnny: In peace, in peace,

Refrain
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Let us pray to the Lord, have mer - cy, Christ, have
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mer - cy, Lord, have mer - cy.

Johnny: For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world,
for the unity of all...

Johnny: For your people here, who have come to give you praise,
for the strength to live your Word...
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EMMANGEL

Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel
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Oh, come, strong Branch of Jes - se, free your own from Sa-tan’s
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tyr - an - ny; from depths of hell your peo - ple save:
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Em - man - u - el shall come to you, O Is - ra - el.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to
the words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may
testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
C: Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Each Sunday a special message is shared with all the children ages infants through 6th grade. |.

All God’s children are welcome!

Sang Kim




FAITH5 - READ

EADVENT. 9

First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 HOPE J=

1 The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,

to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners;
to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn;
to provide for those who mourn in Zion —
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.
They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed.
10 T will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
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Here ends the reading.
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“WORSHIP

Psalm 126

The LorD has done great things for us. (Ps. 126:3)
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When the LORD restored the for tunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations,
“The LORD has done great things for them.”
The LORD has done great things for us,
and we are glad indeed.
Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses of the Negeb.
Those who sowed with tears
will reap with songs of joy.
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,

will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

THOSE WHO SOW WITH
WILL REAP
WITH SONGS OF
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PSALM 128:5




Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 (Bold - verse for FAITH5)

Paul concludes his letter to the Thessalonians by encouraging them to live lives of continual joy, prayer, and thanksgiving. The closing

blessing is grounded in the hope of Christ’s coming.

16 Rejoice always,

17 pray without ceasing,

18 gijve thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you.

19 Do not quench the Spirit.

20 Do not despise the words of prophets,

21 but test everything; hold fast to what is good;
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abstain from every form of evil.

23 May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit
and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.

R: Word of God. Word of Life!
C: Thanks be to God!
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 GOSPEL VERSE

Congregation:
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P: The Good News of Jesus, Son of God according to St. John:

C: Praise to You, Lord Christ!
Go s el

GOSPEL: John 1:6-8, 19-28 = B A D

¢There was a man sent from God, whose name was ]ohn. "He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.

9This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did
not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 22And they asked him,
“What then? Are you Elijjah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?”
He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 2He said,

“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,””
as the prophet Isaiah said.

24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. ZThey asked him, “Why
then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the
prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands
one whom you do not know, ?"the one who is coming after me; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across
the Jordan where John was baptizing.

P: Word of God. Word of Life!
C: Thanks be to God.
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FAITH5 - TALK Pastor William L. Schwertlich

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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FAITH5 - PRAY

P: God of power and might, tear

open the heavens and come
quickly to this weary world.
Hear our prayers for everyone
in need.

A brief silence.

P:

God of preachers and messengers,
you have entrusted your church
with the work of proclaiming
good news. Strengthen the witness
of bishops, pastors, deacons,

all people who contribute their
prayers and talents to public
worship. Embed your word in
their hearts. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P:

God of all peoples and nations, you
plant us as your oaks of

P:

C:

church musicians, lay leaders, and P:

God of exiles and wanderers, you
repair what was once destroyed.
We pray for people who have been
displaced from their homes by fire,
flood, earthquake, or storm.
Support the work of Lutheran
World Relief, Lutheran Disaster
Response, and all disaster relief
organizations in their recovery
efforts. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of the powerful and helpless,
you clothe us with strength when
our spirits are weak and weary.
Bestow your spirit upon this
congregation and empower us to
comfort the people who turn to us
in times of need. Make your church
a place of refuge and healing. Hear

us, O God.

righteousness and ask us to care for C: Your mercy is great.

one another. Be present with the
leaders of every nation as they
govern. Give them a spirit of
righteousness, that your goodness
and mercy is revealed through
their actions. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P: Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.
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THE OFFERING IS GIVEN

Giving is good for the giver; promoting our trust in God and providing blessings to the world.

TEXT GIVING is now available at New Life

You can now tithe via text. Text to 281.864.3278, add a $$ amount to the
message box and send. A link will appear for a 1 time set up.

Once it is set up, it takes seconds to give again.

You can also give thru the New Life website NewLifeLutheran.com

There is a give page and donate options on most of the tab’s main pages.
Checks can also be dropped off at the Church or mailed in.

Thank you for supporting New Life’s ministry.

THE OFFERTORY

Johnny Salvesen

Giving Update December giving at New Life: $9,391 of $28,248 needed
for the month. (33.2 %)

Thank You!

THE OFFERING PRAYER

P: Generous God,
C:

you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season.
Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive
your blessing. In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It s
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right to give God  thanks and praise.

The preface appropriate to the day or season is sung or said.

Presider: It is our duty and delight . . . we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

HOLY _
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san - nain the high - est, ho - san - nain the high-est!
The minister continues with the eucharistic prayer.



P: In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
“Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me. “

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.”

Remembering then his death and resurrection, we lift
this bread and cup before you.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. Come, eat and drink.
C: AMEN!

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: Let us pray. Gracious and abundant God,

C: you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. In this bread and
cup you give us life forever. In your boundless mercy, strengthen us
and open our hearts to the world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ,

. our Lord. Amen.



FAITH5 - BLESS

P: The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected
Savior fill you with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, #

now and forever.

C: Amen!
A SENDING SONG
On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry
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1 On Jor - dan’s banks the Bap - tist’s cy An - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - ’ry life from sin; Make  straight the
3 We hail you  as our Sav - ior, Lord, Our ref - uge
4 Stretch forth your hand, our health re - store, And n|1ake us
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that the Lord 1s  mnigh; A - wake and hear - ken,
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rise to fall no  more; Oh, let your face up -
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for he brings Glad td - ings of the King  of  kings!
hearts pre - pare For Chrnst to come and en - ter there
waste a - way Like flow'rs that with - er  and de - cay.
on us shine And fili the world with love di - vine.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

WE GO TO SERVE THE LORD

P: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
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& All are Welcome
NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH

PITARIT. . ANID, TTIHEXAS

: I ‘IA =\‘ Texas - Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod
UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 4288 eroeca vt Chocn n e
Advent 3 December 13th - 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. In-Person & Livestream ‘
Worship

Advent4 December 20th - 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. In-Person & Livestream
Worship
(Because of limited capacity, RSVPs are needed. "Don't forget to RSVP using the Google
form in the Friday New Life News email by noon on Thursday of each week!")
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services December 24th
3:00p.m., 5:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. In-Person & Livestream Worship
(Because of limited capacity, RSVPs are needed. "Don't forget to RSVP using the Google
form in the Friday New Life News email by noon on Wednesday, December 23rd!")

Christmas Day - Christ is Born! December 25th
‘gi

Christmas 1 December 27th - One service @ 10:30 a.m. In-Person &
Livestream Worship & the “Voices of New Life” will be doing a Song Fest
@ 3pm outside on the field next to the Sanctuary. It will not be a service,
but it will include all of the hymns we didn’t get to sing Christmas Eve. ¥
(Because of limited capacity, RSVPs are needed for both events. "Don't /
forget to RSVP using the Google form in the Friday New Life News email E@«’E/
by noon on Thursday of each week!")

Poinsettia orders: If you are interested in ordering a poinsettia to
decorate the sanctuary for Christmas Eve, the order forms are in
the narthex of the church. They are $10 each. The plants can be
taken home on Christmas Eve after the 7pm service.

This Christmas instead of doing an Angel Tree or ELCA

. '.\. Good Gifts, we want to give to those in our New Life

: .'\ congregation who are struggling and could use some
) help. We will be collecting gift cards for those families. If

9’ Q you can, please bring or mail a gift card to the church

office as soon as possible. If you are a family in need,

[%yc g\g @/-, please contact the church office to let us know specific




