
   

LWR Quilts & Kits touch the lives of people around the world. 

 

Amid global shutdowns, your love persisted in Indonesia  -  Emily Esworthy  Jun 28, 2021 
    Many of us will look back over the past year and a half and remember the many 
things we missed out on: Easter services, vacations, graduations, mission trips. But let's also 
remember that your love for your neighbors continued to travel all across the world, even 
while you stayed close to home, thanks to dedicated LWR staff.   
    Oktolina Refornita Alu Menno, who goes by Vony, lives in Indonesia with her father and 
siblings and loves to sing in her church’s choir. She is also your hands and feet on the 
ground, having joined LWR staff in February 2020 — just weeks before the pandemic was 
declared. 
 

     LWR Kits are specifically designed to help people coping with poverty, disaster, conflict 
and more. Whether a kit helps someone to maintain good hygiene, care well for a newborn 
baby, keep education going during a crisis or learn a new vocation, LWR Kits provide 
dignity and hope in the direst situations.  

  Thanks to YOUR gifts and the hard work of LWR’s country staff and 
partners, a little preparation continue to go a long way!  New Life joins 
the effort this summer collecting Personal Care Kit and School Kit items to 
be packed by the New Life Seniors on the first Wednesdays in August and 
September. See page 10 for items still needed. Collection Bins will be in 
the Narthex and the Fellowship Hall hallway.  

Offering Comfort and Care to Those Who Need It Most 
More stories @ https://lwr.org/news 

 

     Often, when natural disasters strike or when war drives families from 
their homes, our hearts ache with compassion, but we don’t know how to 
help. Making Lutheran World Relief Kits is a simple, fun and tangible way 
to offer comfort to those suffering and express love to our neighbors in need.  
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In-Person 8:00 a.m. & 10:30a.m. Worship Services 

in the Sanctuary 

(limited seating for social distancing)  

with Livestream available 

On Facebook @  NewLifeinPearland 
 

-+- 

Tuesdays, August 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31 

Quilting @ 9:30am 

Wednesday, August 4th 

Senior (55+) Lunch @ noon 

Packing Personal Care Kits for LWR 

Thursday, August 5th 

Property Committee 

Thursday, August 6th 

GLOW  - Care Committee 

Sunday, August 15th 

Backpack/Student/Teacher Blessings 

Wednesday, August 18th 

Mary Martha Bible Study @ 9:30am 

Friday, August 20th 

WOW  -  Women of Worth 
__________________  

 
 

 
 

Note: The Office is open limited hours. 
Please leave a message at 281-485-1818 if you need 

access or something from the office. 
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     “As the story goes…” I must have been around 5 or 6 years old.  My family 
were on a long road trip on vacation.  As happens on road trips, the car needs gas 
and the humans need relief.  So, we stopped at a gas station to get snacks and use 
the facilities.  In those days, in the absence of a convenience store, a Coke machine 
sufficed.  This Coke machine was the old-fashioned kind with a crank handle.  I 
became fascinated with it, cranking the handle over and over.   
     My family had all gotten back in the car.  I was still fiddling with the machine.  
My dad (who was driving) called to me several times to come get in the car.  I 
ignored him.  Then he did the unthinkable.  He started (slowly) to drive away.  
That got my attention!   
     “As the story goes…” I ran, panicked, shouting, “I want to be one of us!  I want 
to be one of us!”  I got in the car and all was well. 
     Belonging is a need we all share.  It’s a need many people struggle with.  
Families are a blessing, but they can also at times be alienating or suffocating.  
Being allowed to be yourself and be accepted as you are—these are gifts to be 
treasured. 
     So many of the usual social customs and behaviors have been disrupted 
because of the Pandemic.  In extending acceptance or seeking belonging, our 
efforts are often frustrated as we must physically distance and refrain from some 
of our signs of acceptance or belonging.    
     God values community.  In fact, God so much desired a reunion with alienated 
humankind, that God became “one of us!”  As the Word-made-flesh from eternity, 
Jesus was born a human to live and experience life among us.   
     The same Jesus was alienated on the Cross, giving his life to redeem ours.  He 
spoke to our need for belonging by saying things like, “Remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age,” (Matthew 28:20) and “Come to me, all you who are 
weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) 
     As Summer continues and then gives way to Fall, let’s remember that we have 
a risen Savior who is closer to us than we can imagine.  Jesus accepts us and 
welcomes us.  In him, and in the Body of Christ, we belong.  In Christ we each 
become “one of us!”   
         God bless you, 
               Pastor Bill 

 

Pastor’s Pen:   
 
 

 “Being One of Us”  
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Dear Church Family, 
 

Summer feels like it’s flying by so quickly and we’re already talking about 
school starting!  Speaking of school, let’s talk about Sunday School.  We are still looking 
for a superintendent and Sunday School teachers. 
 
According to New Life’s membership roll, we have 34 families with children ages 3 – 18.  
There is a total of 69 children within that group.  Some of the older ones may be going 
off to college, trade schools or jobs, but that still leaves many within our congregation 
who need ways to continue learning the Bible and to grow in their faith.  Typically, that 
has been through on-site Sunday School and youth groups, as well as confirmation 
classes. 
 
Last spring when we returned to in-person church, we had only three kids who 
regularly attended Sunday School, with the teenager joining the ABC - Adult Bible 
Class.  Sang Kim offered virtual classes to the high school students, but it was poorly 
attended.  I know the past year and a half has challenged us all in many ways, but it’s 
time now to look to the future.  
 
MaryAnn Marcha, Julia Sweet and Lorraine Walls have committed to teaching this fall.  
The ABC class is a group effort and function on their own.  Pastor Bill is continuing his 
Zoom class, and Korie Williams is considering leading a high-school class, if there is 
any interest from that age group.  But we need to hear from you. 
 
What do you want Sunday School to look like?  Will the parents of school age children 
be bringing their children back to in-person church?  Council members Lynn Cope and 
Barbara Scott are currently working on these challenges.  So, if you get a letter or phone 
call from them, please respond so we can plan accordingly. 
 
The Call Committee recently sent out a survey to get input from the congregation on the 
Mission Site Profile.  In order to begin the actual search process for a new pastor, this 
must be completed first.  Please provide your input to the survey.  If you cannot 
complete it online, there will be a paper copy available upon request and your answers 
will remain anonymous. 
 
Peace, 

 

                                                                                                                     Mina Stagner 
        2021 Church Council President 
            903-279-8241 
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The 2021 Flower Chart is up in the Narthex. 

 

If there is a week in 2021 you would like to sponsor 
Altar Flowers from Wyndowbox Florists, please put 

your name on the chart and let the office know. 

Communion Elements are $40 per month 
Please let the office know if you would like to  

sponsor a month in 2021.  281-485-1818   
(Currently we are using individually packaged elements) 

 

Call Committee Update, 

For those who haven’t heard, the call committee has been hard at work to help New 
Life find its newest pastor. The process is expected to take 6-9 months and we began 
the process at the end of April. Before we can interview candidates, we have to create 
a job profile and listing using a standardized form that the ELCA has created. This is 
the part of the process that we are currently working on. It involves an in-depth 
analysis of us as a congregation, where we see ourselves going, and what we would 
like from a new pastor. As we continue our work on this, we developed questions for 
the survey that has been emailed out to the congregation the last two Wednesdays. 
Your response will give us guidance as to whether we’re on the right track or not 
with our work. If needed, paper copies of the survey are available in the Narthex. Our 
deadline to fill them out is August 15th. Once we’ve completed our job profile, it will 
be entered into a database and we will be matched with potential candidates. From 
there interviews will be conducted and a job offer will be extended to a candidate. 
Members of the call committee are more than happy to discuss the process and where 
we’re at. The only information we cannot disclose is information about the 
candidates. For questions, feel free to reach out to the members of the call committee: 
Bubba Flowers, Suzie Wellman, Helen Beckman, Peter Weber, Abby Roszak, Bryan 
Bradford, and Jill Olson.  
 

Thanks! 
Abby Roszak  
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THANK YOU to Carole & Walt Wright, 
Joann & Dennis Morrison, Lynn Cope, Terri 
Kiser, Helen Beckman, Mary Anna Vance, 
Barbara & Matt Scott, Tamsey Mims, 
Cheryl Robinson, , Becky Homerstad, 
Nancy & Roland Bryars and Barbara & 
Bubba Flowers.  
 

And a HUGE thank you to EVERYONE 
who has stepped up and helped during 
this “unusual” time!  If you think you 
might like to help with one of the 
remaining dates, please call Barbara 
Flowers or the church office. 

 

It is ONE day every 8 weeks! Only 2 more 

opportunities to help this year! 

 

Sept 20-24        Nov 15-19 
 

 
If you know someone who might benefit from this 
program, you can call Pearland Meals on Wheels @ 

281-485-5081 for information. 

 
New Life appreciates all work 
done to the Glory of God! Let 

us know if we missed 
thanking someone. 

Thank you:  Lynn Cope, Terri Kiser, 
Elna Ritter, Cheryl Robinson, Linda 
Stavinoha, Charlotte Thurman and 
Korie Williams for the volunteer 
time they have contributed in the 
office this month.   

You are very much appreciated!      New Life Staff   

 

 

Thank You! From Church Council & Staff 
 

 To all members and ‘friends’ for stepping in and supporting 
“your” church through offering, in-person services and 
multiple outreach and property needs. 

 To the 2021 Church Council for leading New Life in this 
troubled time. 

 To EVERYONE who helped take care of the Church IRS issues. 
 To Pastor Bill for bringing us the Word and preaching the 

Gospel each week. And for his encouraging messages each 
Wednesday afternoon. 

 To all those who clean and re-clean to allow in-person services 
to continue safely. 

 To Johnny Salvesen for his multiple musical talents that make 
for a great experience in Worship (Piano, organ & guitar) and 
for all the extra that he does beyond his “job”. 

 To Johnny for providing our youth with Children  Sermons. 
 To Tiffany and Johnny for getting the screen shows ready and 

updated each week.  
 To Mike Kiser, Korie Williams and John F. Gestl for providing 

the sound and technical expertise to stream and no click thru 
the screens for Worship Services. 

 To Cheryl Robinson for the extra work in the flower beds, 
making the campus beautiful. 

 To everyone who helped put on a fabulous 4th of July All 
Church Picnic! There were more than 50 in attendance. 

 To Linda Stavinoha and Korie Williams for cleaning and 
disinfecting the sanctuary refrigerator.  

 To all the ladies who helped with the Bereavement team for 
Barbara Brown’s funeral dinner.  

 To Cheryl Robinson for decorating for the Senior’s Luncheon 
(fourth of July theme) and for the funeral dinner (ladybug 
theme).  

 To all those who came many times to work on cleaning up and 
organizing the property. It’s looking really nice! 

 To all those who helped clean out and make presentable, the 
Youth Minister office, the library and other areas of the office. 

 To Linda Stavinoha, Korie Williams, Becky Homerstad and 
others for sending out greeting cards. 

 To everyone who has encouraged, called and/or checked up on  
someone from your Church family. 

 To Judy Foucheaux, Lynn Cope, Terri Kiser and Karen Cheney 
for  volunteering at CHH doing odd jobs! 

 Thanks to the Property team for continued work on campus 
improvements and repairs. 

 Thanks to Walt Wright for everything that he does for Property  
Maintenance. (Air Filter and light bulb changes, bush and tree 
trimming, etc.)  

 To the New Life quilters who continue to make beautiful quilts 
for Lutheran World Relief. 

 To the Altar Guild for keeping up with Sunday morning prep. 
 To those who continue the good works of New Life’s outreach 

programs at home and on New Life Property.  
 To New Life for continued support and for hosting multiple 

groups on our site. (Several AA/Alanon groups, Girl Scout 
troops, the Pearland Retired teachers, etc.) Most are meeting 
virtually, but they are grateful to know that New Life will be 
here for them when we return to group activities. 

 To all those on the prayer team, GLOW and beyond who are 
praying for this congregation, friends and family. 

 

We appreciate you ALL so much! 

Seniors (55+) will meet Wednesday, August 4th, at 
noon for covered dish potluck lunch.   

 
Packing Health Care Kits after lunch. 

 

See page 9 for lists of LWR items needed for 
School and Healthcare kits. 
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Thank you from Max to the Congregation for helping him get to Camp Lutherhill 
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Thursday, August 12 the Keep Pearland Beautiful Lecture Series 
topic, presented by Brazoria County Master Gardeners, is 
“Scintillating Succulents” It is now a MS TEAMS presentation. 
Register in advance through Evenbrite. The broadcast platform has 

been changed to enhance interactivity. You will be sent a program link after you 
register. All sessions are free. To register go to: https://tinyurl.com/24x32pta 
 

Mark your Calendars  - Saturday, September 18 is City Wide Cleanup 
and we will be picking up litter on our Adopt-a-Spot. 
 

We have been taught that during photosynthesis, while they are making 
their own food, trees are taking in CO2, carbon dioxide, and giving off oxygen, O2. 
That’s true and since we need O2, to breathe, we understand that we need trees in 
our environment to clean our air and supply O2. In the process, trees store carbon 
and it makes up most of their mass. When a tree dies and biodegrades or burns, it 

releases carbon back into the atmosphere. A large tree produces more O2 than small 
trees. So, when we cut down a large tree and replace it with several small trees, it 

doesn’t clean the air as well until the small trees become large. In a healthy forest, 
the balance of O2 to CO2 is positive, but when a forest is dying off, it begins to go 
the other way. Our planet has been served well by the O2 produced and the CO2 
taken in by tropical rainforests, but in recent years destruction of some rainforest 
land to make way for farm land has greatly reduced the amount of oxygen produced 
and carbon sequestered. The fires in the western U. S. are a human and 
environmental tragedy. We also put carbon in the air when we burn carbon-based 
fossil fuels. CO2 is the most common greenhouse gas (GHG). The green house 

effect makes our planet livable by trapping heat in our atmosphere, but with too 

much GHG in our atmosphere we have too much global warming resulting in many 
forms of climate change, extreme weather events, and environmental changes that 
threaten the existence of many species. All of God’s creation is extremely complex, 

with interrelating natural cycles. Scientists don’t have all 
the answers, but are always learning and studying and 
much is gained because of it. God reveals himself in 
wonderful ways if we trust Him and observe and study His 
beautiful world. He wants us to care for it and each other.  

Helen Beckman 
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Don’t forget that New 
Life and one of our Girl 
Scout Troops hosts a 
“Little Library” on site.  
Drop by and browse the 
selection, take and /or 
leave books any time!   
 

 

New Life will start collecting items for Personal 
Care Kits and School Kits over the summer. Please 
consider purchasing listed items when they go on 
sale for “Back to School”. There will be collection 
bins in the Narthex and Fellowship Hall for these 
items soon. Thank you! 

School Kit Contents 
Packed by Seniors on Sept. 1st 

Personal Care Kit Contents 
Packed by Seniors on Aug. 4th 

We have some supplies 
already. Still needed to make 
220 school kits are: 
 
750    -  70 sheet spirals 
19      -  Rulers 
1,000 -  Black or Blue  
            Ballpoint Pens 
200    -  24 count crayons 
500    -  pencils 

We have some supplies already. Still 
needed to make 75 Health kits are: 
 
24  -  dark colored towels 
86  -  4 oz bars of soap 
4   -  sturdy combs 

New Life Quilters needs 
Sewers! 

 

The group meets on Tuesdays at 
9:30am to put together, sew and 
tie quilts, but if you are not 
available on Tuesdays when the 
group meets, you can sew at 
home. We even have machines 

that can be loaned out.  Note: this is not the 
tops, this is just the edging that needs to be 
sewn.  Quilts made by New Life are sent to 
Lutheran World Relief and sold for supply 
funds. This year we will send them in 
November again, not after Easter. Anyone 
interested can call Judy Foucheaux or if you are 
at 8AM church she can open quilt room for you 
to pickup or bring back sewn quilts.   Thanks! 
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Property updates, cleaning, replacements, etc.  are being 
done continuously. See the list below for items needed 
for year-round maintenance. If you see something that 
needs to be addressed or you have a talent you are 
willing to share, and time to share it, please let Charlie 
Gaevert, Rudy Moreno or Karen Sweet-Cheney know.  
(Even if you only have 15 minutes on a Sunday to help 
with something you would like to share!) Suggestions 
are welcome as well.   

Lots of things going on behind 
the scenes... 

Thank you to all those who provide special 
offerings to help with Lawn Care. There is a 
new signup sheet in the Narthex for 2021 to 
help offset the shortage New Life is currently 
incurring.  Lawn Care is $380 per month for 
the front of the property. The ball teams who 
use the back field are under contract to keep 
the field mowed. 

 

New Life Needs:     Please consider donating:  
 

Air Filters: 20x18x1 (1)  & 20x20x1 (10 every other  month) 
   Light Bulbs:  T-12 and T-8 LED/Fluorescent Tubes 

 (we are now ONLY using LED  -  Daylight) 
 

(WalMart has LED tubes that can be used as T8 OR T12  -  Box of 10 
for $42.88) 

 

  

Other consistant needs:  Bottled water is used year round 
(all sizes), Coffee (regular and decaf), little creamers (mini 
moos, Hazelnut & French vanilla), Z fold paper towels & 2 

ply toilet paper (Charmin ultra plus).  

Checks can be mailed to: 3402 Swensen Rd, Pearland, TX 77581  
     Be sure to put “New Life Lutheran  -  to be used for food” in the Memo! 

 
Christian Helping Hands  

Basket out full time for 
anytime drop-offs 

*  Emergency * Need! 
 

Ramen Noodles, Mac & Cheese, Soups, Tuna, Canned 
Tomatoes & Sauce, Peanut Butter, Jelly and Dry Beans. 

 

Other items: Cereal, Cooking Oil/spray, Single serve meals 
(canned and packets), Shampoo (& Conditioner), Diapers & 

Baby Items, Razors & Shaving Cream 

CHH needs egg 
cartons and plastic 

bags too! 

Property Team 
Meetings will be at 6pm 
on the 1st Thursday of 

the month. 

Property Updates 
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There are Sunday School classes for 
everyone  (youth & adults). 

 

Take time for Life-Long Learning! 

 
The Mary Martha Circle will meet Wednesday, August 18th at 9A.M. in the 
Fellowship Hall. At 9:30 Bible study starts. We will be doing the summer series, 
"Just L.I.F.E ." (Liberation Is For Everyone!) found in the Gather magazine. 
Copies of the study will be available for anyone who is not a subscriber.  
 

 

  New Life Youth at Lutherhill   

New Life is looking for a Sunday 
School Superintendent and teachers 
for several ages.  Please contact Mina 
if the Lord is moving on your heart 
and mind to lead in this capacity.  

New Life 

NEEDED 

Dear parents and students,  
Youth Sunday School will be suspended for the Summer. See you in the Fall! 

Sunday Zoom Gospel Study 
Join Pastor Bill in an online Zoom virtual Adult Christian 

Education Bible Study each Sunday at 9:30 am.  Each 30-minute 
session will feature a study and discussion of the Gospel Reading 
for that day.  

Gospel  

Bible Study 

The AABBCC  (Adult Bible Class) in-person Bible study - Sundays in the Fellowship 
Hall @ 9:30am — Social Distancing and Masks required. 
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ELCA Spiritual Center 

Daily Bible Readings   

As we continue to share in the emerging 21st century ministry, please take time as you are able to 
visit the Spiritual Center at the ELCA website:        www.elca.org/spiritual.html                         

“To be Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive without breathing.” - Martin Luther 

 

GOD’S PEOPLE PRAY!   
Please continue to pray for those staying home for 

COVID concerns, living in assisted living and 

nursing facilities as they are unable to leave their 

homes/rooms. 
 

Pray for renewing health:  Gebron Alvarez, Chris 
Baldauf, Annie Bates, Brian & Kate Bates, Susan 
Bickham, Bryan & Lucas Bradford, Ed & Robyn 
Bradford, Leta Branum, Theresa Breuer, Barbara 
Brown, Floyd Brown, Hap Cummings, Kyle 
Cunningham, Foster Foucheaux, Nancy & Alan 
Fuller, the Gestls & Goschs, Harvey Hamilton, 
Homerstad families, John Howell, Linda Hudgens, 
the Kisers, Larry Magers, Tina Meyer, Tamsey 
Mims, Pete Mistrot, Cheryl & Rich Newell, Kerrie 
Nichols, Hubert Pardue, Allison Patschke, Allen & 
Viola Patschke, Ruth & John Roberts, Scott & Leeta 
Sanger, Kathleen & Pastor Bill Schwertlich, Julia 
Sweet, Karen Sweet-Cheney, Patrick Sweet, Claudia 
Thomas and Vera White. 
 

Special prayer needs: Adams & Robinson families,  
Barrett and Ruddock families, Barron, Larson, Reed 
& Moore families, Bradford family, Broughton & 
Boeker familes, Brown & Grieger families, Buckels 
family, Castillo & Sandoval families, Childs family, 
Dahse family, Gosch family, Grage family, Kaiser 
family, Kyle Lawson, Lawson family, Marcha, 
Castillo & Salazar families, Mistrot & Meyer 
families, Nicholls family, Phelps, Butler & Schmidt 
families, Purdum & Hayes families, Schroder 
family, Tatuaca family, Thomas family, Vavrecka 
family, Welch family, Wellman family, White 
family, Wilson family and the Young & Harrah 
families. 
 

New Life prays for those serving in the military: 
Keagan Barthelme, Jeremy Foster, Zach Gottlieb, 
Eric Metzger, Mason Moore (reserves), Ryan 
Newell, Berkeley Scott, Jose Villalobos III, Joe 
Wishart & Christopher Young. 
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These petitions are offered as guides to prayer for the global, social and outreach ministries of the church. Thank you for your continued prayers for the life and mission of this church. 

PRAYER VENTURES 
2021 

 

A praying congregation prays for the wider church! 

Prayers of the day go to the ELCA Prayer Ventures webpage 
 

https://elca.org/Resources/Prayer-Ventures 
 

Monthly prayer pages are available in Word and PDF format 

2021 

Wendy Conners 08/01 
Ryan Jones 08/01 
Rachel Meyer 08/03 
Elaine Damewood 08/04 
Daoud Karam 08/04 
Patti Barrett 08/07 
Catherine Sinacori 08/07 
Maria Sanchez 08/09 
Marjorie Schooley 08/10 
Garrett Thweatt 08/12 
Erik Sweet 08/13 
Jose Villalobos III 08/13 
Michael Lowery 08/14 
Andrew Turner 08/18 
Louis Marcha 08/19 
Carolyn Wallace 08/19 
Preston Brown 08/20 
Holly Tatuaca 08/21 
Benjamin Reed 08/22 
Ellie Reed 08/22 
Valerie Rincones 08/22 
Jessica Deyo 08/24 
Vince Gottleib 08/24 
Kristi Morrison 08/24 
Lena Roszak 08/24 
Matt Scott 08/24 
Tally Perez 08/25 
Javier Caballero 08/29 
Rama Gerig 08/30 
Leeta Sanger 08/30 

Lynn & Doug Barron     08/01 
Beth & Mason Moore     08/01 
Vanessa & J.C. Rincones     08/08 
Audrey & Christopher Rodriguez  08/22 
Linda & Richard Broughton     08/25 
Madelyn & Ike Schroder     08/25 
Stephenie & Erick Martinez     08/26 
Loretta & Mark Kaiser     08/28 

Rick Cummings 08/01 
Pamela Guidry 08/01 
Dianna Moreno 08/01 
Julie Watkins 08/01 
Rudy Moreno 08/06 
Nancy Ramirez 08/07 
William Sinacori 08/10 
Zachary Gottleib 08/11 
Jaxson Zaunbrecher 08/12 
Elna Ritter 08/14 
Jose Villalobos III 08/14 
Austin Tatuaca 08/16 
Patrick Thompson 08/16 
Addison Welch 08/16 
Garrett Thweatt 08/18 
JoAnn Morrison 08/21 
Joey Morrison 08/21 
Kristi Morrison 08/21 
Jordan Barthelme 08/26 
Grayson Kaiser 08/28 
Christy Villalobos 08/28 
Jolissa Villalobos 08/28 
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