
   

Christian Helping Hands, Inc. 

                                                                      ....a ministry of churches to those in need... 

Beginning in 1983 out of a need to feed the hungry in the Pearland, Texas area, a ministry was born. 
Nine local clergy welcomed the idea to have a Christian organization that would aid and service the 
growing problem of hungry people. The original nine churches provided the core of such an 
organization and it was officially born on April 30, 1984 and was in operation by July 2, 1984. 

Christian Helping Hands is operated by an ALL-VOLUNTEER staff. The member-churches have 
grown from nine to over twenty and from all denominations. They all follow God's command 
"therefore I command you, You shall open wide your hand to your brother, to the needy and to the 
poor in this land." Deuteronomy 15:11 

A 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, Christian Helping Hands has assisted the needy residing in 
Pearland, Friendswood, Brookside and Manvel (Texas) with food, clothing vouchers, medical vouchers 
as well as emergency lodging, as funds are available. 

Need has outgrown the Swensen Rd facility. Ground-Breaking for a new, much larger facility for 
Christian Helping Hands and the Seva Clinic was held on Saturday, September 18th. The new 
property is located at 4305 Magnolia Pkwy Pearland, TX 77584  

Current location: 3402 Swensen Rd, Pearland, 
TX 77581  

Record numbers of families are still in need and visit the 
pantry monthly (daily, 25+ families = 150+ people). Please 
consider donating every week to help fill the empty shelves. 

http://www.christianhelpinghands.org/membership.htm
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In-Person 8:00 a.m. & 10:30a.m. Worship Services 

in the Sanctuary (social distanced)  

with Livestream available 

On Facebook @  NewLifeinPearland 

-+- 

Tuesdays, October 5, 12, 19 & 26 

Quilting @ 9:30am 

Wednesday, October 6th 

Senior (55+) Luncheon  -  School Kits 

Thursday, October 7th 

Property Committee 

Sunday, October 10th 

Congregational Meeting 

Monday, October 11th  -  Columbus Day 

Church Council Meeting 

Thursday, October 14th 

GLOW  - Care Committee 

Friday, October 15th 

WOW  -  Women of Worth 

Wednesday, October 20th 

Mary Martha Bible Study @ 9:30am 

Saturday, October 23rd 

Drug Take Back Day 

Sunday, October 31st 

Reformation Sunday 

Celebration Lunch and Movie 
__________________  

Sunday, November 7th 

All Saints Sunday 

Daylight Savings ends  -  Fall Back 
 

 

Note: The Office is open limited hours. 

Please leave a message at 281-485-1818 if you need 

access or something from the office. 
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     Semper Reformanda!  Always Reforming!  That is God’s work—taking one thing 
and forming it into something else—something life-giving.  God has been doing this 
since the beginning of the creation of this universe.  Reformation begins in God—living, 
active, gracious and loving.  This alone is worth celebrating. 
     Lutherans and other Christians observe and celebrate God’s work in specific times in 
history.  For example, in 1517, Martin Luther was a German monk and professor in the 
Catholic Church.  On October 31 of that year he posted on the Wittenberg church door 
some 95 academic points for debate among his colleagues. His intention was to call the 
church of his day to Biblical truth away from abuses in practice that had grown up over 
time.  It is considered to be an act which began reform in the church, beginning the 
Protestant Reformation and changing the course of western civilization.  Lutherans, 
Catholics and other Christians of our day look back at Luther’s work from various 
perspectives and recognize God’s hand at work through him and the other reformers. 
     In 2021, God is at work reforming New Life Lutheran, Pearland.  We have been in 
the transition of interim time between settled pastors for sixteen months now.  As is 
typical, the needs and outlook of ministry changes as our lives continue to flow and 
develop.  God has healed some wounded relationships and is working on others.  Some 
newcomers have attended worship and look to become members.  Many NLLC 
members have returned to in-person fellowship and activities.  The Pandemic has 
changed how we do some things, yet God’s Spirit continues to work through the 
Scriptures and sacraments. 
     The New Life Lutheran Call Committee is immersed in their work of identifying the 
needs and ministries of our church.  The Mission Site Profile (MSP) will soon be 
finalized to send on to the Bishop’s Associate.  Your prayers for the Call Committee and 
our Church Council are much needed and appreciated as they seek to help us “find our 
way forward” at God’s direction.  No one has yet produced a crystal ball that works; all 
the more reason to ask God for the faith and discernment that will lead us forward into 
God’s preferred future! 
     Semper Reformanda!  Always Reforming—means change.  God’s work of changing 
our lives and our church can sometimes be uncomfortable.  Sometimes we are even 
called by God to challenge our society and church of our day.  As we stay tuned to 
God’s Spirit, grace in Jesus Christ will lead us through all change.  This gives us the 
hope (and even joy!) we need to be able follow on the path where our Lord leads. 
 

       See you in worship, online or in person, 

 

               Pastor Bill 

 

Pastor’s Pen: 
 

 Celebrating Change—Reformation! 
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Dear Church Family, 
 

     A Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, October 10, 
after the 10:30 service.  Come and vote for your 2022 Church Council 
members!  There is still time to be nominated, so if you are interested in serving 
New Life in this capacity, please contact any current council member or let the 
office know of your interest. 
     Reservations are open for the ELCA Youth Gathering scheduled for July 22 – 
July 28, in Minneapolis, MN.  See the link for all the details at https://elca.org/
YouthGathering.  Also, if you know of any youth who may be interested in 
attending, please let the church office know.   
     Youth Sunday School is back in session!  If your family is still worshipping 
from home, please let us know how we can serve you in your faith formation.  For 
instance, would you like Sunday School material mailed to your home?  Any 
church council member would love to hear from you if you have a need that we 
can fulfill. 
      We have been working on the 2022 church budget as we prepare for our search 
for a new pastor and plan for next year’s ministry opportunities.  Please be in 
prayer for council and the call committee as we go through this process.  Also, 
please pray about your financial support and what God would have you give to be 
a faithful servant for His work through our church. 
     Thank you to everyone who came to the Leaders’ Meeting on September 11.  It 
was great seeing all of you and getting your input and ideas on our agenda items. 
 

Peace,                                                                                                                    Mina Stagner 
        2021 Church Council President79-8241 

 

 

 

 

Reformation Sunday is on Reformation Day this year!  Sunday, October 31st. 
 

There will be lunch and a showing of the “Luther” movie in the Fellowship Hall 
after the 10:30am Worship Service!  If you are interested in coming, please let 
Helen Beckman know so we can plan for food.  
 

Note: Confirmation Students are encouraged to attend the viewing for use in 
their curriculum. 

https://elca.org/YouthGathering
https://elca.org/YouthGathering
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The 2021 Flower Chart is up in the Narthex. 

 

If there is a week in 2021 you would like to sponsor 
Altar Flowers from Wyndowbox Florists, please put 

your name on the chart and let the office know. 

Communion Elements are $40 per month 
Please let the office know if you would like to  

sponsor a month in 2021.  281-485-1818   
(Currently we are using individually packaged elements) 

 

Call Committee Update, 

In the near future the Call Committee will be moving to the next phase of 
the Call Process. The Mission Site Profile or MSP is almost finished. A 
Zoom meeting is scheduled with Reverend Dr. Tracey Breashears Schultz, 
the Bishop’s Associate for Leadership for the first week of October. After 
that she will start comparing our profile with that of potential Pastor 
candidates and present us with those that closely match our profile for the 
review/interview process to begin. 
 

I realize this seems like and is a long process even under ordinary 
circumstances, but the last year or so has been anything but ordinary. Your 
Call Committee has been hard at work and remains dedicated to finding 
an appropriate candidate as a Pastor for New Life. 
 

Thanks for your continued prayers, comments, questions, concerns and 
patience. 
 
Blessings, 
Bubba Flowers and the Call Committee  
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THANK YOU to Carole & Walt Wright, Joann & 
Dennis Morrison, Lynn Cope, Terri Kiser, Helen 
Beckman, Mary Anna Vance, Barbara & Matt 
Scott, Tamsey Mims, Cheryl Robinson, Becky 
Homerstad and Donna Patschke. 
 

THANK YOU to EVERYONE who has been 
able to help during this “unusual” time! With 
COVID firing back up… I know that some of 
you will be “playing it safe” again. Please do 
what you have to do!  If you think you might 
like to help with one of the remaining dates, 
please give Barbara Flowers or the church office 
a call.  

It is ONE day every 8 weeks! Only 1 more 
opportunity to help this year! 

Nov 15-19 
 

If you know someone who might benefit from this 
program, you can call Pearland Meals on Wheels @ 

281-485-5081 for information. 

New Life appreciates all work 
done to the Glory of God! Let 

us know if we missed 
thanking someone. 

Thank you:  Terri Kiser, Cheryl 
Robinson, Linda Stavinoha, 
Charlotte Thurman and Korie 
Williams for the volunteer time they 
have contributed in the office this 
month.   

You are very much appreciated!      New Life Staff   

 

 

Thank You! From Church Council & Staff 
 To all members and ‘friends’ for stepping in and 

supporting “your” church through offering, in-person 
services and multiple outreach and property needs. 

 To the 2021 Church Council for leading New Life in 
this troubled time. 

Seniors (55+) will meet Wednesday, October 6th 
@ noon for a pot luck lunch.   

 
We will pack Lutheran World Relief School Kits 

after Lunch. 

 

 Thanks to Mina Stagner for all her hard work as President of 
Council this year. We appreciate her knowledge and 
leadership qualities. And for leading the Leader’s Planning 
Retreat. 

 To Pastor Bill for bringing us the Word and preaching the 
Gospel each week. And for his encouraging messages each 
Wednesday afternoon. 

 To Johnny and Pastor Bill for their quick thinking and 
revamping to present a wonderful 10:30am Sunday worship 
service when the electricity went out. 

 To Bubba Flowers and entire Call Committee for their 
commitment to the goals of the church.  

 To Lynn Cope and Babs Scott for a successful Rally Day 
restart to Sunday School and getting many families back to 
church. 

 To Vince Gottlieb for getting a Thrivent Card to help and 
Karen Cheney for shopping for Breakfast and other supplies 
needed for Rally Day. 

 To the teachers who have dedicated themselves to the new 
year Sunday School classes: Beth Moore, Rebecka Reed, Bryan 
Bradford, Mary Ann Marcha, Lorraine Walls, Julia Sweet, 
Korie Williams, and Helen Beckman who has volunteered to 
teach the Confirmation Class with Pastor Bill’s guidance. 

 To Johnny Salvesen for his multiple musical talents that make 
for a great experience in Worship (Piano, organ & guitar) and 
for all the extra that he does beyond his “job”. 

 To Johnny for providing our youth with Children  Sermons. 
 To Tiffany Brown for getting the screen shows ready and 

updated each week.  
 To Mike Kiser, Korie Williams, Elna Ritter and John F. Gestl 

for providing the sound and technical expertise to stream and  
click thru the screens for Worship Services. 

 To Helen Beckman for coordinating and leading the Orange 
Street Cleanup and to Terri Kiser and Cheryl Robinson who 
participated. 

 To Cheryl Robinson for taking care of ant and wasp issues. 
 To Linda Stavinoha, Korie Williams, Becky Homerstad and 

others for sending out greeting cards. 
 To everyone who has encouraged, called and/or checked up 

on  someone from your Church family. 
 To Judy Foucheaux, Lynn Cope, Terri Kiser, Doug Barron and 

Karen Cheney for  volunteering at CHH doing odd jobs, 
picking up and delivering food and distributing food! 

 To Property team members especially: Walt Wright for 
trimming bushes and changing burnt-out light bulbs, filters 
and ceiling tiles; to Mike Kiser for repairing church roof 
AGAIN... 

 To the New Life quilters who continue to make beautiful 
quilts for Lutheran World Relief. 

 To the Altar Guild for keeping up with Sunday morning prep. 
 To those who continue the good works of New Life’s outreach 

programs at home and on New Life Property.  
 To New Life for continued support and for hosting multiple 

groups on our site. (Several AA/Alanon groups, Girl Scout 
troops, the Pearland Retired teachers, etc.) Most are meeting 
virtually, but they are grateful to know that New Life will be 
here for them when we return to group activities. 

 To all those on the prayer team, GLOW and beyond who are 
praying for this congregation, friends and family.   

 

We appreciate you ALL so much! 

 

Continued 
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Thank you to everyone who 
donated and/or participated in the 
packing of Health Kits in August! 
220+ School Kits will be packed 0n 
October 6th at the Senior Lunch. 
 

Seniors packed 75 Personal Care 
Kits on Aug. 4th. 

Rally Day  -  Sunday School Kickoff  
 

Sunday, September 12th 

 
 

 

We had 14 youth,  7 Sunday School Teachers and many adults 

attend Rally Day festivities!  
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Thank You from Barbara Browns niece. 

The Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod moved! 
 

Their new address is 7822 Northline Dr.  Houston, TX. 77037 
281-873-5665 

In Sympathy – We extend our Christian sympathy to the Moore family 

 and friends for the loss of Mason’s grandmother, Hattie Marie 
who died in Christ last week.  

 

May the power of the Holy Spirit and the love of Christ bring comfort and consolation to all who mourn.  
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Friday, October 1:  First day of Frontier Waste Solutions curbside pickup in 
Pearland. Begin using your new trash and recycling carts this month. Yard waste 
pickup continues as before, bundle and clear bags. 

 

 
Friday, October 22: KPB Plant Thyme Fall Luncheon. 
Check with Keep Pearland Beautiful for details. 
 

Saturday, October 23: Plant Sale at Stella Roberts Recycling Center  
     from 8 A.M. to 1 P.M. 
 

Saturday, October 23: Drug Take Back at the Stella Roberts Recycling Center  
     from 10 P.M.to 2 P.M. 
 

Saturday, November 6: Fall Sweep-Litter Cleanup. To avoid summer’s extreme heat 
and winter cold and busy holiday season, we now have our 4 per year cleanups in fall 
and spring. We still have Dunes Day on the coast in January. 
 

     Many thanks to Terri Kiser, Cheryl Robinson, and Helen Beckman for our adopt-a-
spot litter pickup September 18. We collected a bag of litter, a quarter of a bag of 
recycling, and 64 cigarette butts. We think that the heavy rain and wind 
storm that preceded the event probably washed most butts down the 
drains. Also, most residents had raked up the storm debris and probably 
got the litter with the leaves. Unfortunately, due to the heat and slight 
physical limitations, we only covered Orange St. from Main to the 
church. The stretch from the church to Schleider Dr. still remains. If a 
couple of people will volunteer to finish it up with me, you can choose the day and 
time. Students will get volunteer credit for school. We have a reputation to uphold as 
the longest continuous participant in the Pearland adopt-a-spot program. We may do 
our November cleanup later in the month. 
     The Stella Roberts Recycling Center is currently taking your recycling by 

appointment only, due to recent covid infections and reduced staff. It actually works 

quite efficiently. There is no waiting in line. To make an appointment call 281-489-2795 

or email www.pearlandrecycles.com/appointment. Appointments are available 

Tuesday through Friday 9 A.M. to 4 P.M. and Saturday 9 A.M. to 1 P.M. Be sure to sort 

your recycling and go to the exit gate instead of the usual way. 
Helen Beckman 

http://www.pearlandrecycles.com/appointment
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Property updates, cleaning, replacements, etc.  are being 
done continuously. See the list below for items needed 
for year-round maintenance. If you see something that 
needs to be addressed or you have a talent you are 
willing to share, and time to share it, please let Charlie 
Gaevert, Rudy Moreno or Karen Sweet-Cheney know.  
(Even if you only have 15 minutes on a Sunday to help 
with something you would like to share!) Suggestions 
are welcome as well.   

Lots of things going on behind 
the scenes... 

Thank you to all those who provide special 
offerings to help with Lawn Care. There is a 
new signup sheet in the Narthex for 2021 to 
help offset the shortage New Life is currently 
incurring.  Lawn Care is $380 per month for 
the front of the property. The ball teams who 
use the back field are under contract to keep 
the field mowed. 

 

New Life Needs:     Please consider donating:  
 

Air Filters: 20x18x1 (1)  & 20x20x1 (10 every other  month) 
   Light Bulbs:  T-12 and T-8 LED/Fluorescent Tubes 

 (we are now ONLY using LED  -  Daylight) 
 

(WalMart has LED tubes that can be used as T8 OR T12  -  Box of 10 
for $42.88) 

 

  

Other consistant needs:  Bottled water is used year round 
(all sizes), Coffee (regular and decaf), little creamers (mini 
moos, Hazelnut & French vanilla), Z fold paper towels & 2 

ply toilet paper (Charmin ultra plus).  

Checks can be mailed to: 3402 Swensen Rd, Pearland, TX 77581  
     Be sure to put “New Life Lutheran  -  to be used for food” in the Memo! 

 
Christian Helping Hands  

Basket out full time for 
anytime drop-offs 

*  Emergency * Need! The shelves are bare! 
 

Ramen Noodles, Mac & Cheese, Soups, Tuna, Canned 
Tomatoes & Sauce, Peanut Butter, Jelly and Dry Beans. 

 

Other items: Cereal, Cooking Oil/spray, Single serve meals 
(canned and packets), Shampoo (& Conditioner), Diapers & 

Baby Items, Razors & Shaving Cream 

CHH needs egg 
cartons and plastic 

bags too! 

Property Team 
Meetings will be at 6pm 
on the 1st Thursday of 

the month. 

Property Updates 
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There are Sunday School classes for 
everyone  (youth & adults). 

 

Take time for Life-Long Learning! 

 
The Mary Martha Circle will meet Wednesday, October 20th at 9A.M. in the 
Fellowship Hall. At 9:30 Bible study starts. We will be doing the summer series, 
"Just L.I.F.E ." (Liberation Is For Everyone!) found in the Gather magazine. 
Copies of the study will be available for anyone who is not a subscriber.  

  
  
  

  

New Life is looking for a Sunday School 
Superintendent and teachers for several ages.  
Please contact Mina if the Lord is moving on your 
heart and mind to lead in this capacity.  

New Life 

NEEDED 

Sunday Zoom Gospel Study 
Join Pastor Bill in an online Zoom virtual Adult Christian 

Education Bible Study each Sunday at 9:30 am.  Each 30-minute 
session will feature a study and discussion of the Gospel Reading 
for that day.  

Gospel  

Bible Study 

The AABBCC  (Adult Bible Class) in-person Bible study - Sundays in the Fellowship 
Hall @ 9:30am — Social Distancing and Masks required. 

 

The DVD Bible Study Class is postponing their restart until after many of their members get booster 
shots. Notices will go out when the decision to reconvene is made. Thank you for your patience!  
         Donna & Nolan 

Youth Sunday School Classroom Updates: 
Upstairs in the Fellowship Hall: 
Bryan Bradford, Beth Moore & Becca Reed lead the 
3 year olds—1st graders. Bible intros using Veggie 
Tales and other  
MaryAnn Marcha leads the 2nd-3rd graders with 
the 10 Commandments. 
Korie Williams leads the High Schoolers in lively 
discussion. 
Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall Lorraine Walls & 
Julia Sweet lead the 4th-6th graders in the books of 
the Bible and their authors. 
In the Youth Minister office, Helen Beckman leads 
the 7th& 8th graders with Confirmation material. 
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ELCA Spiritual Center 

Daily Bible Readings   

As we continue to share in the emerging 21st century ministry, please take time as you are able to 
visit the Spiritual Center at the ELCA website:        www.elca.org/spiritual.html                         

“To be Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive without breathing.” - Martin Luther 

 

GOD’S PEOPLE PRAY!   
Please continue to pray for those staying home for 

COVID concerns, living in assisted living and 

nursing facilities as they are unable to leave their 

homes/rooms. 
 

Pray for renewing health:  Gebron Alvarez, Chris 
Baldauf, Bates family, Susan Bickham, Bryan & 
Lucas Bradford, Ed & Robyn Bradford, Leta 
Branum, Theresa Breuer, Floyd Brown, Hap 
Cummings, Kyle Cunningham, Foster Foucheaux, 
Nancy & Alan Fuller, the Gestls & Goschs, Harvey 
Hamilton, Homerstad families, John Howell, Linda 
Hudgens, the Kisers, Larry Magers, Tina Meyer, 
Linda Miller, Tamsey Mims, Pete Mistrot, Cheryl & 
Rich Newell, Kerrie Nichols, Hubert Pardue, 
Allison Patschke, Allen & Viola Patschke, Ruth & 
John Roberts, Scott & Leeta Sanger, Kathleen & 
Pastor Bill Schwertlich, Julia Sweet, Karen Sweet-
Cheney, Patrick Sweet, Claudia Thomas and Vera 
White. 

 

Special prayer needs: Adams & Robinson families,  
Barrett and Ruddock families, Barron, Larson, Reed 
& Moore families, Bradford family, Broughton & 
Boeker familes, Brown & Fudge families, Brown & 
Grieger families, Buckels family, Castillo & 
Sandoval families, Childs family, Dahse family, 
Gosch family, Grage family, Kaiser family, Kyle 
Lawson, Lawson family, Marcha, Castillo & Salazar 
families, Mistrot & Meyer families, Nicholls family, 
Phelps, Butler & Schmidt families, Purdum & Hayes 
families, Schroder family, Tanksley & Thomas 
families, Tatuaca family, Thomas family, Vavrecka 
family, Welch family, Wellman family, White 
family, Wilson family and the Young & Harrah 
families. 

 

New Life prays for those serving in the military: 
Keagan Barthelme, Jeremy Foster, Zach Gottlieb, 
Eric Metzger, Mason Moore (reserves), Ryan 
Newell, Berkeley Scott, Joe Wishart & Christopher 
Young. 
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These petitions are offered as guides to prayer for the global, social and outreach ministries of the church. Thank you for your continued prayers for the life and mission of this church. 

PRAYER VENTURES 
2021 

 

A praying congregation prays for the wider church! 

Prayers of the day go to the ELCA Prayer Ventures webpage 
 

https://elca.org/Resources/Prayer-Ventures 
 

Monthly prayer pages are available in Word and PDF format 
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Jamie Hilliard 10/01 
Jenaro Castillo 10/02 
Leonard Columbus 10/02 
John Russell Gestl 10/03 
Allen Patschke 10/03 
Christian Fraker 10/04 
Brian Bates 10/06 
Charles Vavrecka 10/07 
Taylor Jones 10/09 
Dennis Morrison 10/09 
Zeke Bickham 10/10 
Vera White 10/11 
Donnie Gosch 10/12 
Kyle Grage 10/13 
Bob Hansen 10/13 
Jan Peterson 10/14 
Susie Wellman 10/14 
Judy Brown 10/18 
John F. Gestl 10/18 
Denise Jurgens 10/18 
Madison Glowka 10/19 
Christine Gosch  10/20 
Andrew Cummings 10/21 
Lucas Cummings 10/21 
Tiffany Pineda 10/21 
Mark Wood 10/21 
Jill Olson 10/23 
Christy Villalobos 10/23 
Coralee Barrett 10/28 
Jamie Flick 10/28 
Rebel Heasley-Wishart 10/29 
Daniel Venglar 10/30 

Laura & Charles Gaevert 10/02 

Julie & Robert Watkins 10/11 

Joanne & Richard Cummings 10/17 

Mary Ann & Fernando Marcha 10/21 

Rachel & Anthony Royal 10/26 

Linda & Ronnie Stavinoha 10/30 

Doug Barron 10/01 
Len Columbus 10/01 
Sheila Martain 10/01 
Bryce Flick 10/04 
Hadley Morrison 10/08 
Laura Gaevert 10/11 
Stephanie Thweatt 10/12 
Grace Fraker 10/17 
Andrew Turner 10/17 
Ken Turner 10/17 
Jessica Deyo 10/18 
Carole Wright 10/19 
Kyle Flick 10/20 
Christian Fraker 10/21 
Allen Patschke 10/21 
John Russell Gestl 10/28 
Patrick Sweet 10/28 
Sydney Sweet 10/28 
Cheyenne Williams  10/28 
Benjamin Reed 10/29 
Ellie Reed  10/29 
Sophia Castillo 10/30 
Lynn Cope 10/30 

2021 
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