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Pastor Shane Koepke 
Lead Pastor 
pastorshane@gracealbertlea.org  

 

HELLLO Lent! Ok, I’m not sup-
posed to be that excited in Lent. 

It’s a time of sad, right? WRONG! It’s a time of self-
reflection, not self-pity. It’s a time to let go of the 
things that pull you from God and start moving to-
ward the things God is calling you to do.  

The Lenten idea of giving something up (my dad 
always did watermelon or alligator meat, ha, ha) 
comes from the idea of taking something you love 
away in an effort to miss it and see how you were 
allowed to change in the midst of having not.  

This Lent, you will see a big board in front of the 
sanctuary that says, “Remember you are dust and 
to dust you will return.” It’s not a defeatist state-
ment, it is to remind you that you were born from 
the dust of the earth and you will return someday 
and that dust, it came from God. God who spoke 
and life happened, God who breathes into dust and 
makes it come to life in Adam and Eve and you. 
You belong to God in that statement. You were be-
fore you knew and you will be known long after you 
are forgotten, all because God chose you. God 
chooses you.  

This Lent, drop the focus of what you do wrong, 
and pick up the things you are doing right. Use your 
self-reflection to build up your self-awareness. 
Make a list of your gifts, your wonderfulness, may-
be even the way you reflect all that goodness God 
has made in you. Shake the dust off, see what falls 
out, and own it. Good, bad, ugly or indifferent. You 
were made for this moment. You were made by 
God to live fully into this world. Own it this Lent.  

Peace (and a little unrest) as you journey this Lent,  
PShane 

The Pastor’s Pen 

Apply Now for 2020 Scholarships! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Members and friends of Grace attending an institu-
tion of higher learning in the fall are invited to sub-
mit an application for one of the many scholarships 
we have at Grace.    

What sort of scholarships are available? We 
have a range of scholarship ranging from $250 to 
$5,000.  Many of the scholarships are available for 
any high school senior who is member of Grace 
Lutheran while others are for non-traditional stu-
dents.  We also have special scholarships available 
for students attending a technical college or study-
ing in education and health care fields.    

What is a nontraditional student? Examples of 
nontraditional students are individuals pursuing vo-
cational or professional training or certifications, 
individuals working towards a Master Degree or 
PhD, and individuals who are attending a traditional 
college or university later in life.   

How do I apply? Students of Albert Lea High 
School can apply online through your school’s 
scholarship management system.  Students of oth-
er schools and non-traditional students, pick up an 
application outside of Ashley’s office.   

When are the applications due? March 19th.  
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Pastor Jennifer Gonsalves, 
Associate Pastor 
Associatepastor@gracealbertlea.org  

 
“Remember you are dust and to 
dust you shall return.” We hear 

these words as ashes are placed on our foreheads.  
We hear these words said over and over as each 
person is told that they are dust. And these are 
words that we will not escape this Lenten season 
as they will surround our altar and draw our atten-
tion to those words, “Remember you are dust …”  

These are important words, deeply meaningful 
words, yet, they can also be very difficult words for 
us to hear and to say. For they are words that state 
bluntly and plainly that universal truth: we will die.  
Everyone will die. You will die. It is a truth that is 
hard to hear, but it is a truth that we, as a church, 
need to speak about. Because death touches us all 
in different ways throughout our lives as we say 
goodbye to those we love or we contemplate our 
own demise.   

For death seems nearer than ever in these recent 
days. A larger-than-life celebrity, his daughter and 
friends, all dead in a helicopter crash that rocked 
the nation. A frightening virus is spreading and kill-
ing people around the world. A Waseca Police Of-
ficer was shot and severely injured as many prayed 
and hoped while doctors worked to save and bring 
healing to a life that had been forever changed by a 
brush with death. A high school student has died in 
a tragic car crash, and our youth are grieving a re-
markable young woman who has died much too 
young. All of a sudden, death seems like all too real 
of a reality for us all. 

And in the midst of these events, we hear the 
church say, “Remember you are dust and to dust 
you shall return.” We know. We know. Why remind 
us of the truth that we see in our lives and read in 
the news all too often? 

We speak these words – not simply to remind you 
of what you know is true – but to remind you a larg-
er and more important truth: God who is with us in 
our lives, is with us in death and will be with us for-
ever in the life everlasting, or the ashes that are 
placed on your forehead, are placed in the form of 
a cross – the instrument of death used to defeat 
death. Because even in the midst of death and sin 
and grief we have hope, we have hope that be-
cause Christ rose from the dead, we will rise also. 
We have hope that our God loves us and cares for 
us in this life, and will continue to do so in our eter-
nal one. And we have hope that even though we 
will die, we will live.  And we hope because God 
promises to be with us always in our life, in our 
death and in our eternal home.  Amen. 

The Associate Pastor’s Corner 

PASTORAL CARE 
To assist Pastor Shane and Pastor Jennifer in 
providing pastoral care for those hospitalized or 
homebound, please notify them of pending surger-
ies, overnight hospital stays, or individuals who 
would like a home visit. Hospital personnel do not 
always notify our church of our members who are in 
the hospital. 

CARING & SHARING: We still need co-chairs 
for September, October and November. The 
Caring & Sharing monthly co-chair sign-up 
sheet for 2020 is in the Narthex. Please consid-
er being a co-chair for September, October or 
November. WELCA thanks you for giving of 
your time in serving our Grace community. 

mailto:Associatepastor@gracealbertlea.org
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Deacon Robert Tewes, 
Director of Worship and Music 
music@gracealbertlea.org 
 

The Lenten season lies before us:  
a season where we, like the 

church in years before us, pauses to reflect on the 
health of our spirituality. Historically, Lent was the 
time set aside for the church to do intense educa-
tion for its catechumens who looked forward to be-
ing baptized on the Feast of Easter. We do well to 
examine our own spiritual health at this time of the 
year as well.   

Lent begins with our stark confession on Ash 
Wednesday that we know we are sinful beings in 
need of redemption. Our own efforts are insufficient 
weaponry against the sin that lurks around us on 
the outside, and more pervasively, the sin that 
dwells within our beings. We repent, or turn our be-
haviors around; a conscious effort to make amends 
with past failures, and begin anew. 

Lent means “Spring.” It ushers in the season of new 
life in our hemisphere.  But it is also metaphorically 

a name for the “Spring of our souls.” Our “sin-sick 
souls,” as the well-known African American spiritual 
puts it (“Balm in Gilead”), is a reality that we all 
share as humans. At the end of our Lenten journey 
we will walk together with our Lord as he confronts 
the elemental forces of evil, and overcomes evil with 
good, by shedding his precious blood for the atone-
ment of our sinfulness. 

Take this deliberate 40-day season to reinvigorate 
your spiritual life. Instead of just giving up some-
thing enjoyable during this season, consider taking 
on a new task—something you commit to do for this 
season, and perhaps permanently take on as a part 
of your personal mission to be the hands of Christ in 
our world that is in so much need. Reinvigorated, 
renewed, and restored, may you be ready to de-
clare with confidence, with the entire church on 
earth and in heaven, at the conclusion of our Len-
ten journey, the reality of Easter, as we shout to-
gether: “Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed!” 

Deacon Robert Tewes 

 

Musings 

CINEMA AND POPCORN (CAP) MOVIE NIGHTS 

Come join David Larson and Gary Schindler to view and discuss three movies that 
are sure to stimulate some lively discussion that is relevant to our Christian walk in 
this world. CAP meets in the Fireside Room at 6:30 pm. Snacks and beverages are 
provided. 

Freedom Writers – Friday, March 20 
A dedicated California teacher finds a way to unify her disadvantaged, racially-divided students and to improve 
their grasp of academics, partly by having them keep journals about their violent, troubled lives. 

The Blind Side – Friday, April 17 
Taken in by a well-to-do family and offered a second chance at life, a homeless teen grows to become the star 
athlete projected to be the first pick at the NFL draft in this sports-themed comedy drama inspired by author 
Michael Lewis' best-seller The Blind Side: Evolution of a Game. Michael Oher was living on the streets when 
he was welcomed into the home of a conservative suburban family, but over time he matured into a talented 
athlete. As the NFL draft approaches, fans and sports radio personalities alike speculate that Oher will be the 
hottest pick of the year. 
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Continued on page 6 

Ashley Kuhlman, 
Youth Director 
youth@gracealbertlea.org 

 
This is a busy time of year at the 
church! As we begin Lent, we are 

prepping for Easter and this summer already! 
Check out below some of the things we have com-
ing up these upcoming weeks and learn more 
about your child attending Bible Camp.  

Upcoming Calendar: 

Every Sunday: Sunday School 10:05 – 10:50am 
March 9: 7th – 12th Grade Twin Cities Service Trip 
March 27: Family Game Night 
March 31: Scholarship Applications Due 
April 5: Easter Egg Hunt during Sunday School, 
Holy Communion Class 

Looking for Congregation Members for Confir-
mation Project During Lent this year our Confirma-
tion youth will be working on a project that involves 
interviewing and talking with different Congregation 
Members. We are looking for anyone interested in 
having a discussion with a youth about their in-
volvement at Grace and part of their faith journey. 
Sign up in the Narthex and Ashley will contact you 
with more information.  

7th – 12th Grade Twin Cities Service Trip: On 
Monday, March 9th we will be taking a day trip to 
the Twin Cities with First Lutheran Church. We will 
be volunteering at Global Health Ministries, Feed 
My Starving Children and having some fellowship 
at Mall of America. This is a free event for those in 
7th – 12th Grade. Looking for adult’s to join us as 
well. Please sign up on the Children, Youth & Fami-
ly Board by March 5th if interested.   

Family Game Night will be taking place on Friday, 
March 27th 6:00 – 8:30pm. We will be having a 
Pizza and Playing Board Games! You can RSVP 
on the Facebook Event on Grace Lutheran’s page 
or sign up on a sheet in the back of the church. 

Bring any games you want to share or show up to 
learn some new ones. Hope to see you there! 

Easter Egg Hunt: On Sunday, April 5th we will be 
having an Easter Celebration during our Sunday 
School hour that includes an Easter Egg Hunt! Sun-
day School takes place 10:05-10:50am. Bring your 
own basket or bag.  

Looking for Candy Donations: We are looking for 
donations for our Easter Egg Hunt! Any small can-
dy that is pre-wrapped and store bought. Donations 
can be dropped off in the Narthex. 

Holy Communion Class: All 5th graders and their 
parents are invited to a class on Sunday, April 5th 
from 2:00-5:00 pm to learn about Holy Communion 
and why this meal is so important to us as Chris-
tians. All youth who are not already taking com-
munion will be invited to celebrate their First Com-
munion on Maundy Thursday (April 9th 7:00pm). 
Sign up on the Children, Youth & Family Board if 
you are able to attend this class. Contact Pastor 
Jennifer with any questions. 

Youth @ Grace Instagram: Interested in the latest 
updates or photos for our 7th – 12th grade program-
ming? Follow our Youth Instagram account 
@youthgracealbertlea. Upcoming Events, Photos 
and more are posted on there! 

Vacation Bible School & Summer Camp: 
Have you considered sending your child to Bible 
Camp this summer? Summer Camps can serve as 
a wonderful opportunity for your child to grow in 
their faith, step out of their comfort zone and make 
some long-lasting friendships. We are fortunate to 
have multiple of Bible camps around Albert Lea in-
cluding Good Earth Village, Camp Ewalu, Lutheran 
Lakeside and many more! Each of these camps of-
fer a variety of different programs for all ages - in-
cluding half week or full week programs. Summer 
Camps focus on spending time with God in creation, 
worship, playing games, Bible studies and more!  

 

Grace Children, Youth and Family Ministry 
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Lori Tuchtenhagen, 
Parish Nurse 
parishnurse@gracealbertlea.org 

 
Dear Friends of Grace Lutheran,  

As we continue our Lenten Jour-
ney, we can use this time to reflect upon our hearts 
- physically, emotionally and spiritually.  The Bible 
reminds us, "A heart at peace gives life to the 
body."  (Proverbs 14:30)  Physically you can reduce 
your risk of heart disease by choosing to quit smok-
ing permanently, controlling your blood pressure, 
checking it regularly, exercising at least 3 times a 
week for 20 minutes or more, and eating a bal-
anced diet reduced in fat, cholesterol and 
salt.  Learning about our emotions assists us in ex-
periencing harmony and wholeness in our 
lives.  Love, acceptance, and affirmation in our rela-
tionships help us celebrate our oneness as children 
of the heavenly Father, and help us care for our 
emotional hearts.  We care for our spiritual hearts 
by setting aside time in our schedules for worship, 
Bible study, prayer and communion. 

May God Bless You,  
Lori Tuchtenhagen, Parish Nurse 

 

There have been many questions and concerns 
about the Coronavirus. This is very concerning 
to all of us, however we must not panic. The 
best way to prevent infection is to avoid being 
exposed to the virus. The CDC always recom-
mends everyday preventive actions to help pre-
vent the spread of respiratory viruses, including:  

• Avoid close contact with people who are 
sick.  

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth 
with unwashed hands.  

• Stay home when you are sick.  

• Cover your cough or sneeze, always throwing 
used tissues directly in the trash.  

• Clean and disinfect frequently touched ob-
jects and surfaces using a regular household 
cleaning spray or wipe.  

• Flu shots are strongly recommended for 
everyone and you can still get them now.   

Parish Nurse Notes 

Did you know that Grace will pay for part of the 
tuition towards a Bible Camp? Grace Lutheran 
Church will pay for $150 towards a full week of 
camp or $75 towards a partial week of camp. All 
you need to do is include Grace Lutheran - Albert 
Lea as your home church during registration (If 
registering for Good Earth Village use the codes 
GRACE150-2020 or GRACE75-2020). Grace also 
offers additional financial aid if needed - we don’t 
want money to be the reason your child is unable 

to attend camp. Contact Ashley Kuhlman about 
more information about the different camp options 
your child could attend! 

Mark your Calendars for VBS We will be having 
Vacation Bible School at Grace Lutheran Church 
again this year with the Good Earth Village counse-
lors! The dates are July 27th – July 31st. More infor-
mation will be available in the upcoming months. 

Grace Children, Youth and Family Ministry Continued 
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Continued on page 12 

February 11, 2020 

 1. Call to Order and Roll  
The meeting was called to order by President 

Tims at 6:30 PM. 

 2. Opening: Pastor Shane  
Pastor Shane reviewed a draft of a proposed 
reorganization of the church’s committees and 
commissions. He also proposed to the Council 
that some committees/commissions (Personnel, 
Building and Grounds, and Finance) could be 
appointed and approved by the Council. The 
rationale being that they may require a particu-
lar skill set or range of experience. He invited 
the Council to review and write comments on 

the draft and return it to him within the week. 

 3. Open Forum No items  

 4. Approval of Today's Agenda – Action 
MSA (Moved, Seconded, Approved) by Groe-
neweg and Hamberg to approve the agenda 

for today.  

 5. New Council Members – Action 
MSA by Schindler and Groeneweg to elect 
Dave Drommerhausen to serve one year of 

Truman Thrond’s term.  

MSA by Drommerhausen and Munyer to fill the 
following officer positions: Corrine Tims – Presi-
dent, Julie Groenweg - Vice President, and 

Gary Schinder - Secretary. 

Laura McKibbin, Dave Drommerhausen, and 
Malana Thompson were welcomed to the 

Council. 

6. Approval of Minutes 
MSA by Drommerhausen and Groeneweg to 

approve the December minutes. 

MSA by Sorenson and Drommerhausen to ap-

prove the January minutes 

 7. Budget Update: Dave Drommerhausen  

  and Patty Tewes. 

Drommerhausen and Tewes reviewed expend-
itures for 2020 to date. They noted that the 

undesignated fund balance was reduced by 

$16,237. 

MSA by Munyer and Schindler to approve the 

report. 

 8. Reports  
• Lead Pastor Report: Pastor Koepke 

 Reviewed the draft committee/
commission restructure. See item two 
above. 

 Pastor noted that some visitation is shift-
ing to Pastor Jennifer and that volunteer 
oversight will shift in part to him. 

 The structure for Lent services is being 
worked on by staff. 

• Associate Pastor Report: Pastor Gonsalves 
– No report  

• Deacon’s Report and Technology Update:  
Deacon Bob Tewes 
 Attended a continuing education event 

with the pastors 
 Lent worship planning is underway. 
 Live streaming equipment (cameras, 

computer, monitor, and control panel) 
have been purchased and are being 
installed. 

 A laptop and computer inventory has 
been completed and a two-year rotation 
schedule will be established to keep the 
technology updated. 

• Commission & Committee Report Highlights 
 Tanzania mission team includes thirteen 

members and Pastor Shane. 

9. Old Business  
• Review of Annual Meeting:  Comments 

 Discussed the structure for the Annual 
Meeting. Suggestions were made to 
strive for a “future focus” on the reports 
and the business during the meeting. It 
was also suggested to consider having 
the meeting at 11:00 vs. Noon. 

• Constitution: Julie Groeneweg, Becky Ten-
nis Hanson, and Bill Barber 

 
 

Church Council Minutes 
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BOILER/BUILDING/ROOF/FURNACE FUND 
In Memory Of: 
Les Tufte given by David & Carol Paschka 
Gift Given By: 
Carroll & Mavis Hanson 
 
DELORES OST SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
In Memory Of: 
Delores Ost given by Tom & Susan Westland, Tara 
 
BACKPACK FOOD PROGRAMS 
In Memory Of: 
Les Tufte given by Robert & Muriel Hoeg,  
Hazel Spiering, Wayne & Sharon Jahnke 
In Honor Of: 
Joel & Pembie Erickson’s 50th Wedding 
Anniversary given by Dale & Dorothy Baldwin 
Mika Cichose, Beck & Brie Severson Birthdays 
given by Mary Beese 
Gifts Given By: 
Farmer State Bank, Harmony Junction, Dale & 
Dorothy Baldwin, Alex & Angie Johnston 
 
FOOD SHELF 
Gifts Given By: 
Darin & Rebecca Passer, Faith Ryan 
 
HEIFER FUND 
Gift Given By: 
Virginia Sorenson 
 
LOVE OFFERING 
In Memory Of: 
Donald “Forrie” Porter given by Eleanor Nolting, 
Jane Enger, Dixie Michaelis, Lorraine Malepsy,  
Darris & Jeren Porter, Roy & Cheryl Page,  
Terri Hunter given by Sue Smith 
Harry Stenblock given by Sue Smith 
Lois Undahl given by Sue Smith 
Gifts Given By: 
LaVerne Seberson, Richard & Darlene Jordahl, 
Ed & Julie Groeneweg 

MARTIN LUTHER FUND 
In Memory Of: 
Les Tufte given by Dexter & Janet Henschel, 
Sandy Fredrickson 
Marlowe Jordahl, brother of Barb (Steve) Olson 
given by Dorothy & Dale Baldwin 
Jeanine Dahl (mother of Jerry (Tricia) Dahl) given 
by Dale & Dorothy Baldwin 
Gifts Given By: 
Richard & Darlene Jordahl, Dale & Dorothy Baldwin, 
Darin & Rebecca Passer 
 
MISSIONARY FOR A DAY 
Gift Given By: 
Darin & Rebecca Passer 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY 
In Memory Of: 
Gift Given By: 
Darin & Rebecca Passer 
 
PRAYER GARDEN 
In Memory Of: 
Gladys Gulbrandson given by Eric Gulbrandson & 
Michelle Thompson 
 
TANZANIA MISSION FUND 
In Memory Of: 
Dorothy Sundet given by Robert & Beverly Field 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
In Memory Of: 
Marilyn Remakel given by Jean Bergo 
 
PLEASE NOTE that any additional "Gifts of Love" 
recorded by the church office after February 23, 
2020 will appear in the next issue. If you have given 
a gift and your name has not been recorded, please 
call the church office so the correction can be made. 
Thank you. 
 

Gifts of Love 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 First Sunday in Lent 

  8:30a  Fair Trade Coffee 
  9:00a  Worship Service 
10:05a  Sunday School 
10:05a  Coffee Fellowship 
10:05a  Adult Forum 
10:05a  Grace for Women 
11:00a  Worship Service 

  2  
10:00a  500 Card Club 
  1:30p  SAIL  
  5:15p  Mary Circle 
  6:00p  Hardanger Group 

 
   
   

  3  
  9:00a  Staff Meeting 
10:00a  Ladies Bible St. 
  4:00p  Visitation Meeting 
 
  
 
 
 

 4  
  9:00a  Sewing Day 
  4:00p  Mission Team Mtg. 
  4:30p  Cherub & 
             Chancel Choirs 
  6:00p  Lenten Supper 
  6:15p  Bells of Praise 
  7:00p  Worship Service 
  7:45p  Adult Choir 

  5  
 6:00a  Early Bible Study 
  1:30p  SAIL  

 
   

  6 World Day 

        of Prayer 

 
 

  7 

 

  8 Daylight-Saving 
  9:00a  Worship Service 
10:05a  Sunday School 
10:05a  Coffee Fellowship 
10:05a  Adult Forum 
11:00a  Worship Service 
  5:00p  Friends 
 

  9 

  8:00a  Twin Cities Service  
             Trip (7th-12th Gr.) 
10:00a  500 Card Club 
  1:30p  SAIL  
  6:00p  Hardanger Group 
  7:00p  MS Society Mtg 

10 

  9:00a  Staff Meeting 
10:00a  Ladies Bible St. 
  6:00p  Ministry Teams 
  6:30p  Council Meeting 

11 

  4:30p  NO Cherub Choir 
             Chancel Choir 
  6:00p  Lenten Supper 
  6:15p  Bells of Praise 
  7:00p  Worship Service 
  7:45p  Adult Choir 
 

12 

 6:00a  Early Bible Study 
  1:30p SAIL  
  6:00p WELCA Mtg. 

 
 

13 
   

14 

 

15 Newsletter Deadline 

  9:00a  Worship Service 
10:05a  Sunday School 
10:05a  Coffee Fellowship 
10:05a  Adult Forum 
11:00a  Worship Service 
 
   
 

16   
10:00a  500 Card Club 
  1:30p  SAIL  
  6:00p  Hardanger Group 
 

17 

  9:00a  Staff Meeting 
10:00a  Ladies Bible St. 
 

 18  
  9:00a  Sewing Day   
  4:30p  Cherub & 
             Chancel Choirs 
  6:00p  Lenten Supper 
  6:15p  Bells of Praise 
  7:00p  Worship Service 
  7:45p  Adult Choir 
 

19 First Day of Spring 
 6:00a  Early Bible Study 
  1:30p  SAIL  
 

 20  
  

        

21  
 
 
 

22 Fourth Sunday in Lent 
  9:00a  Worship Service 
10:05a  Sunday School 
10:05a  Coffee Fellowship 
10:05a  Adult Forum 
11:00a  Worship Service 
 

23 

10:00a  500 Card Club 
  1:30p  SAIL  
  6:00p  Hardanger Group 
 
 
 

24 

  9:00a  Staff Meeting 
  9:30a  Lois Circle 
10:00a  Ladies Bible St. 
 

 

25 

  9:15a  Martha Circle 
  4:30p  Cherub & 
             Chancel Choirs 
  6:00p  Lenten Supper 
  6:15p  Bells of Praise 
  7:00p  Worship Service 
  7:45p  Adult Choir 

26 
 6:00a  Early Bible Study 
  1:30p  SAIL  

27 
10:00a  Grace Notes  
             Mail Prep for  
             Mailing 
  6:00p  Family Game 
              Night 

28 
 

29 Fifth Sunday in Lent 
  9:00a  Worship Service 
10:05a  Sunday School 
10:05a  Coffee Fellowship 
10:05a  Adult Forum 
11:00a  Worship Service 
 

30 

10:00a  500 Card Club 
10:00a  Men Support Group 
  1:30p  SAIL  
  6:00p  Hardanger Group 
 

31 Scholarship 

       Applications Due 
  9:00a  Staff Meeting 
10:00a  Ladies Bible St. 
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Prayers of Healing 
Kay Goodmanson 

Kathy Diaz 
Betty Lou Anderson 

Dick Dahlen 
Evie Read 

(Mother of Sarah Stay) 
Elaine Long 

Truman & Barbara Thrond 
Pat Johnson 
Arik Matson 

(Son of Sheila Matson, Tim Matson and 
grandson of Ray and Joyce Langerud) 

 
 

Prayers for those Grieving 
Family & Friends of  Grace Zimmerman 
(Daughter of Torrey & Clare Zimmerman) 
Family & Friends of  Eileen Galloway 

(Mother of Ann (Rich) Oliphant) 
Family & Friends of  Jeanine Dahl 

(Mother of Barry Dahl, Jerry (Tricia) Dahl 
grandmother of Wes (Kate) Dahl, Emma 

(Brandon) Bica, Spencer and Carter) 
 
 

Prayers of Joy 
For Lisa Johnson’s skill in making the 

hardanger altar paraments 
for the Lenten season. 

For all who serve in the Mary Circle, Lois Cir-
cle, Martha Circle, and the Quilting Group. 

Those who make the Prayer Shawls 
and Pocket Squares. 

 
 

(If you know anyone needing prayers of our 
congregation, please let us know so we can 
include them on our list. Requests for the 
Prayer Chain can be arranged by calling 
the church office.) 

March 
(The list below is to remind us to pray for our 

Grace family members on the following dates.) 

 
 1. Carol Roberts 

 2. Dick & Vonda Rocklin 

 3. Adele Rosnow, Alden Adele 

 4. John & Beth Ruud, Brian, Adam 

 5. Michael & Deborah Ryan, Anthony 

 6. Faith Ryan 

 7. Donna Rye 

 8. Bill Sager 

 9. Daniel Sailor 

 10. Beverly Sainsbury 

 11. Jason & Dayna Saltou, Mercedes, Lexus  

 12. Chad & Erica Samp, Markey, Scarlett 

 13. Tara Sanden, Tierra 

 14. Mark & Karen Sanderson, Sara, Amy 

 15. Jo Sandler 

 16. Neil & Renae Sather 

 17. Hans & Elizabeth Schafer, Adelaide 

 18. Gary & Jeanne Schindler 

 19. Carolyn Schmitz, Christopher 

 20. Annette Schmitz, Carly 

 21. Joyce Schreiber 

 22. Brandi Schroeder 

 23. Bruce Schuhmacher, Brad, Emily, Hilary 

 24. Alex Schultz 

 25. Nikki Schumaker, Brody, Logan  

 26. Phil & Jenny Scott, Brock, Brynlea 

 27. Bill & Pat Searles 

 28. Julie Seavey, Ben, Jenna 

 29. Norman & Barbara Seberson 

 30. Charles & Sherry Seberson 

 31. LaVerne Seberson  

Grace Prays 
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Caring and Sharing 
 

 

Co-Chairperson:  Joyce Purdy 
and Sherry Seberson 

 

Nicole & Jay Austinson 
Angela & Jeffrey Carson 
Debbie & Jay Flink 
Talora Grosland 
Stacey & Scott Hanna 
Kris & Greg Hanson 
Pam & Greg Henderson 
Brenda Herr 
Arlene Levine 
Becky & Craig Loehr 
Barbara & Eugene Lysne 
Ona Meyer 
Melody & Donald Munden 
Arlyne & Dale Newgard 
Barbara & Steven Olson 
Marlene Olson 
Cheryl & Roy Page 
Julie Pearson 
Solveig Peterson 
Joyce & Daniel Purdy 
Beulah & Norris Sigurdson 
Betty & Cliff Stahl 
Barbara Tullberg 
Grace Vee 
Robin & Greg Witham 
Pamela Wolters 

 
OUR THANKS to Hazel Spiering, Judy Christenson, 
Lester Perschbacher for serving as chairwomen for 
January Caring and Sharing; and to all who volun-
teered to help and/or provide food. Your help was 
appreciated. 

 

STUDY OPPORTUNITIES  
for Adults at Grace 

We invite you to join any of our regular Bible 

study groups at Grace Lutheran. 

Sunday Morning Adult Forum 
September — May 

Come join us at 10:05 am Sunday mornings. 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
Tuesday mornings, 10:00-11:00 am   
(Fireside Room) 
This study for women offers fellowship,  

singing, and great discussion.  

Thursday Morning Bible Study  
6:00-7:00 am  (Kitchen) 
Consider joining this group where there is an 
opportunity for good discussion and good fel-

lowship, along with good coffee and treats!   

Grace WELCA Women’s Circles 

Mary Circle (meeting 1st Monday, 5:15 pm)  

Lois Circle (meeting 4th Tuesday, 9:30 am)  

Martha Circle (meeting 4th Wednesday, 9:30 

am) 

New members are always welcome! Call the 

church office, 373-6496, for more information. 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS 

MARCH 8, 2020 

SPRING 

FORWARD 
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 Hanson, Barber, and Groeneweg re-
viewed a structure for reviewing draft 
by-law provisions to the church consti-
tution. They proposed bringing portions 
to each Council meeting over the 
course of a few months. 

 They also noted that the constitution 
was approved at the Annual Meeting. 

• Strategic planning update: Review slips 
from annual meeting 
 Comment slips were reviewed from the 

Annual Meeting addressing the various 
projects associated with the Grace 
strategic plan. 

• Capital Campaign 
 Bathroom remodeling – Asbestos re-

moval has started. Bids are pending. 
 Schindler noted that $2310 was donat-

ed to campaign in January. He also 
noted that $5400 has been spent to 
date on the restroom project and that 
there was currently $153,000 cash-on-
hand. The total amount collected to-
wards the campaign is $1,060,000. 

 Time to Celebrate the success of the 

Capital Campaign. 

 10. New/Other Business 
• A Look into 2020…Leadership Structure 
• Lenten supper – The Council will sponsor 

the supper on March 25. Dinner runs from 
6:00-7:00 from Feb 26th—April 1st.   

• Any other business – The 75th anniversary 
of the Grace congregation will be held on 
October 10, 2021. The synod bishop will 

be attending. 

 11. Prayer Intercessions – Pastor Shane led  

  the Council in prayer.  

 12. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned  

  at 7:40 PM.  

Respectively submitted, 
Gary Schindler: 
Grace Church Council Secretary 

FRIENDS 
The next meeting of Friends will be held Sunday, 
March 8 at 5:00 pm, in the Fireside room. At-
tendees are asked to bring an appetizer of your 
choice to share with other members. Beverage will 
be provided. We will be watching a movie after we 
enjoy our food and good conversation. If you are 
single, widowed, or divorced, looking for something 
fun to do on a Sunday evening give us a try, the 
members of Friends would love to have you attend.  
 
GRACE FOR WOMEN 

We'll meet on Sunday, March 1 at 10am in the 
lower level conference room. Pastor Shane will be 
joining us to talk about tools that can help us tell the 
stories of our faith. All young to middle aged wom-
en are invited to grab a cup of coffee and join us for 
some interesting conversation, food for thought and 
fellowship! 

 

WELCA 
WELCA would like to invite the women of Grace 
Lutheran Church to the Thursday, March 12th  
meeting. We will be meeting in the Fireside Room 
at 6:00 pm. Please call Jane Smith at 715-347-
4036 if you have any questions. 

 
GRACE SENIORS 
It is not going away!  It will be coming back after a 
short time for planning and reorganizing.  There will 
be a small committee who will be working to contin-
ue the Grace Seniors offerings.  The plan is to stay 
with the same day - the second Wednesday of 
most months at 2:00 p.m.  Watch the bulletin  for an 
announcement about the 'return date'.  

Grace Activities Church Council Minutes Continued 
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Three years ago, Stephen Mattson 
posed this question in Sojourners 

magazine--What if environmentalism is essen-
tial to evangelism? 

He stated, "Theologians have often argued that 
the splendor and wonder of creation--Natural 
Revelation--is observable proof of God and 
God’s awe-inspiring power," based partly on 
this text: 

For since the creation of the world God’s invisi-
ble qualities--his eternal power and divine na-
ture--have been clearly seen, being under-
stood from what has been made, so that peo-

ple are without excuse. -Romans 1:20 

He said this is easy to grasp when living in un-
spoiled landscapes with clean water and clear 
air, but what about for people who lack regular 
access to these basic environmental goods? 

"Because when water is too unsafe to drink, 
air too toxic to breathe, and the sheer decay 
of the surrounding environment endangers 
you and your family — how is God glorified? 
When the natural physical existence around 
you is taken away, broken, or heading toward 
death instead of life, how does this possibly 
point people to God?" 

By actively caring for creation and maintaining 
its habitability, he asserted, Christians can help 
make Earth a place that reflects the magnifi-
cence of God for everybody. 

 

  Bower Trout Lake Portage, BWCA. Source: Wikimedia Commons 

CREATION CARE CORNER 

DIRECT CHOICE DOLLARS® 

Grant funding from Thrivent Financial through its 
Thrivent Choice® program can help support organi-
zations you care about. Don’t let Choice Dollars ex-
pire. Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have 
Choice Dollars available have until March 31, 2020, 
to direct any remaining 2019 Choice Dollars. Help 
support Grace Lutheran Church; go to Thrivent.com/
thriventchoice to learn more. Or call 800-847-4836 
and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt. 

LENT 
SUPPERS 

Group Providing Food & Serving: 
February 26: Tanzania Trip Group 

March 4: Unassigned 
March 11: Unassigned 

March 18: WELCA  
March 25: Council 
April 1: Adult Choir 

Lenten suppers begin Ash Wednesday, 
March 6, at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship 
Hall, followed by worship at 7:00 pm in 
the Sanctuary. Lenten suppers are open 
to everyone and available by free-will 
donation. Hope to see you there! 
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QUARTERS FOR WORLD 
HUNGER 

In Nepal, a woman named Kala and her 
seven other family members must grow enough 
food to feed themselves on their 1500 square me-
ters (1/3 acre) of land. But their production was 
lasting only six months, leaving them looking for 
other jobs to survive the rest of the year. Every-
thing changed when Kala began to participate in an 
agricultural training program and joined a related 
women’s farming  group. Because of this program 
Kala can now feed her family throughout the year 
and even has extra produce to sell at the market.  
This extra income allows her to send her children 
to school. The program is organized by United Mis-
sion to Nepal and is supported by your gifts to 
ELCA World Hunger. Thank you.   

The Finance Ministry Team and Church Council appreci-
ate your generous support. Your faithful stewardship is 
essential for us to continue to support our ministries at 
Grace Lutheran. 

Remember your Coins 

for Sunday’s 

Noisy Offering 

 

FAIR TRADE 
COFFEE  
Sunday, March 1, 2020  

CARING & SHARING 
NEEDS YOUR HELP! 

 

The Caring & Sharing still needs co-chairs for the 
months of August, September and November. 
The sign-up sheet for 2020 is located in the Nar-
thex. Please consider being a co-chair for one of 
the months listed above. WELCA thanks you for 
giving of your time in serving our Grace community. 

GENEROSITY AT GRACE 
 

JANUARY 2020 

January Attendance: 836 

January Giving: $38,911.46 

January Expenses: $55,324.83 

Year-to-date giving vs expenses: $-16,413.37 

CELEBRATE NATIONAL 
READING MONTH 

Did you know March is 
“National Reading Month”? It is 
a month to celebrate the joy of 
reading. A month to encourage 
people to read more and study 
deeper into biblical teachings 
and the church's history and 
doctrines. The library isn’t just 
for adults, we have a collection 
of books for children, too. See 
the display in the Narthex for 
examples of what you can find 
in the church library. 
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A NEW OPPORTUNITY TO DO GOD’S WORK 
WITH OUR HANDS AND FEET 

On February 2nd, the speaker at the Adult Forum was Ra-
chel Dressen. She and her husband have been foster par-
ents for many years. Their experiences led them to initiate 
a program to support foster parents. Frequently, children 
arrive at a foster parent’s home with just the clothes they 

are wearing and with whatever is in their school backpack.  Rachel has created a ‘foster care clothing trailer’ in 
which she has been stocking a wide variety of clothing items, toiletries, baby items, car seats and other items 
that are needed immediately when children arrive. Another way in which she is helping to support foster fami-
lies is by creating a list of agencies/people who are willing to provide a meal on short notice.   

There have been a number of people who have voiced an interest in creating a group that would meet periodi-
cally to create ‘freezer meals’ that could be stored at Grace and would be made available to foster families as 
needed.  If this is something you might be interested in, watch the bulletin for an upcoming announcement 
about a meeting date and time.  Those interested will create the guidelines on how to make this a work group 
that can help to support needs within our community. 

There will be a list of suggestions for items to donate to the clothing trailer on the bulletin board in the gather-
ing space.  This will be updated frequently.  There is a current posting indicating that the trailer does not need 
clothing but toiletry donations would be fine.  Hold on to any clothing donations you might have for a later date. 

WELCA STEWARDSHIP PROJECT FOR MARCH 

Personal Health Care for Lutheran World Relief. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lutheran World Relief kits are distributed around the world to areas where people have had to flee their 
homes because of war or natural disasters. 

Please consider helping by donating an item or two and placing your items in the basket in the Narthex. 
These kits will be assembled and shipped in April. 

Each kit contains the following items: 
1 bar of soap in original wrapper 1 wide tooth comb 
1 adult-size toothbrush in original package 1 nail clipper (attached file optional) 
1 lightweight dark-colored bath towel (approx. 52 x 27 inches) 
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Lent Worship Service Schedule 

Sunday Worship Service at 9:00 am & 11:00 am  

Classes For Age 4 through Adult  at 10:05-10:50 am 

 

 

Starting Ash Wednesday 

Lenten Supper at 6:00 pm 

Wednesday Lenten Worship 

at 7:00 pm 

 
 

Join your Grace family each week in worship, study and fellowship! 


