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Pastor Shane Koepke 
Lead Pastor 
pastorshane@gracealbertlea.org  

 
I did the planting, Apollos did the 

watering, but God made things grow. Neither the 
planter nor the waterer matters: only God, who 
makes things grow. – 1Corinthians 3:6-7 

The apostle Paul wrote that to the people of Corinth 
over 2,000 years ago, and yet, the words still ring 
true. Ministry, whether as a pastor or a member of 
a congregation, is about seed planting. Everyone 
has a story where they planted a seed and didn’t 
get the opportunity to see it grow to harvest. I’m not 
just talking gardens, I’m talking life. Maybe you en-
couraged someone to follow their career path and 
didn’t get to see where they ended up because one 
of you moved away. Maybe you were encouraged 
by a mentor, but they died before you could show 
them the impact they had on your life. That’s seed 
planting and then, with all earnestness and hope, 
trusting that seed to God.  

Paul, a follower of God, planted the seed for the 
church in Corinth, then Apollos took care of them, 
teaching them further and building up and 
strengthened the church, but it is God who made 

the people come. It’s God who made it grow. That 
is still true today.  

I was reflecting one day not long ago of the wall of 
pastors’ pictures downstairs. Two rows of faithful 
leaders, some whose time was brief while others 
remained for a decade or more. God’s call to each 
pastor is a unique journey filled with the internal call 
of the Holy Spirit, who excited within each pastor to 
serve. It is then the congregations who solidify an 
external call, the call from outside, that really hits 
home. The two together, the external and internal 
call, make ministry happen.  

We said goodbye to Pastor Jennifer this last Christ-
mas, and I pray you took time to show her your ap-
preciation. Her service to our congregation planted 
seeds on how ministry with children could be done. 
It dove into new ways technologically during this 
COVID time, and as she leaves, it is with all the 
prayers of our congregation. We trust that the 
seeds she planted at Grace will grow into strong 
and life-changing ministry for our youth and mem-
bers. Pastor Jennifer likely won’t see the fullness of 
those seeds, but we must trust in her planting, our 
watering, and ultimately, the power of God to make 
those seeds grow.  

As you move further in January, please don’t lose 
sight of the church, 
hold fast to the seed 
planting we are privi-
leged to work, the 
watering we get to 
do, and the harvest 
we enjoy from lead-
ers before us. That’s 
the church, a life-long 
joy of living together 
as saints in Christ.  

Peace as you jour-
ney- PShane  

The Pastor’s Pen 

PASTORAL CARE 
To assist Pastor Shane in providing pastoral care 
for those hospitalized or homebound, please noti-
fy him of pending surgeries, overnight hospital 
stays, or individuals who would like a home visit. 
Hospital personnel do not always notify our 
church of our members who are in the hospital. 

 

PASTORAL ACTS FOR DECEMBER 
 

NONE REPORTED 



 3 

Deacon Robert Tewes, 
Director of Worship and Music 
music@gracealbertlea.org 

 

I hope you have all had a chance 
by now to view the Christmas Eve Family Service 
video that was aired on YouTube on Christmas Eve 
at 3 PM. If not, you can still view it by going to 
YouTube and searching for “Grace Lutheran 
Church – Albert Lea, MN” and find it amongst our 
other archived videos. 

Within that service, we featured the Youth Christ-
mas Program, “A Christmas Celebration,” a musical 
that I wrote for our congregation this past fall. The 
project, from start to finish, consumed my waking 
hours for well over a couple-hundred hours. But 
each of those hours were some of the most reward-
ing efforts I can remember doing for a long time, 
especially in light of the pandemic in which we still 
find ourselves. 

I will forever remember and cherish this project.  
Each step of the creation of it was “holy time.” In 
spite of a pandemic, with each of the energetic 

youth’s talent and personality, we told the familiar 
story of Jesus’ birth in a new and exciting way. I am 
so proud of each of them! 

I want to take this time to say “Thank You” to all 
who helped in the creation of “A Christmas Celebra-
tion”: each of the cast members, the parents who 
arranged and shuttled youth to and from church, 
Pastor Jennifer (who helped with costuming), Darin 
LaFrance (who built the stable), and Camille Tewes 
(who helped with videotaping, and shared “Ruby” 
her Bernese Mountain dog with us for the manger 
scenes—I couldn’t find a cow!!) 

I hope you will all cherish this project, like I do, for 
years to come. Maybe, someday, the youth partici-
pants will even want to share it with their own chil-
dren! 

Merry Christmas! 
Deacon Robert Tewes  

Musings 

Worship 
Technicians 
Needed 

Please contact Deacon Bob 

for further information. 
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Ashley Kuhlman, 
Youth Director 
youth@gracealbertlea.org 
1-651-280-9502 
 

Happy New Year! I hope you all 
had a wonderful and safe holiday season this year. 
Thank you to everyone that helped out with our Vir-
tual Christmas Program last month! Although it 
looked a little different this year, it was wonderful to 
have the help of all the families that were involved.  

To ensure the safety of our Children, Youth & Fami-
lies – some of our programming will remain online 
for the time being. Families will be contacted with 
further information at the beginning of January. In 
the meantime you can find some more details listed 
below. Please contact Ashley Kuhlman for more 
information, unless noted otherwise. 

Sunday School will be restarting in the month of 
January. Please check your e-mail for updates of 
when this will begin. In addition, we are looking for 
volunteers to help us lead our Sunday School pro-
gramming. If you would like to take charge, lead, 
help out, or would like more information, you can 
contact Pastor Shane. 

Confirmation will be taking place online for the 
month of January. Families have been contacted 
with details, including picking up packets. A re-
minder that youth are still asked to take sermon 
notes. Blank notes can be found at 
www.gracealbertlea.org/confirmation.  

High School Youth Group will be gathering on 
Sunday evenings starting January 10th on Zoom 
from 7:00 – 8:00pm! We will gather for a devotional, 
then play games or do an activity. No need to sign 
up ahead of time, just show up! (Zoom links will be 
e-mailed to parents and shared on Instagram at 
@youthgracealbertlea). Text Ashley with any ques-
tions at 651-280-9502 

2020 Scholarship Recipients: If you received a 
scholarship in the spring of 2020 or are a Founda-
tion Scholarship recipient, please submit your grade 
transcript from the 2020 fall semester and the col-
lege address that your scholarship should be sent 
to. This information can be sent to the church office, 
Attn: Scholarship Committee. 

Grace Children, Youth and Family Ministry 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 
 

Facebook: facebook.com/gracealbertlea 

 

Instagram: @gracealbertlea 
 

Youtube: Go to youtube.com 
and search “Grace Lutheran Church – Albert Lea” 
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Lori Tuchtenhagen, 
Parish Nurse 
parishnurse@gracealbertlea.org 

 

Greetings Grace Family,  

We will soon be leaving 2020 behind, and what a 
year! We enter 2021 and there is still the fear of the 
unknown with the rollout of the COVID vaccine, po-
litical changes, increase in violence, divorce, 
layoffs, financial and food insecurities, threats of 
terrorism, war, unstable stock markets, and the list 
can go on and on creating plenty of anxiety.   

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dis-
mayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you 
and help you; I will uphold you with my right-
eous right hand.  Isaiah 41:10 

The pace of our lives increases, as well as our 
stress levels. This increase in stress and anxiety 
can cause our bodies to become more susceptible 
to getting sick. If your body is tense, your mind 
thinks there's something to be tense about. Try this 
simple exercise to relax; inhale and lift your shoul-
ders to your ears, then exhale and let your shoul-
ders go. Do these shoulder shrugs periodically dur-
ing the day.  

• Listen to some music of your choice for 30 
minutes; this can lower your anxiety levels.  

• Walk in a safe area; it is a good outlet for 
stress and anxiety.  

• Call friends or family and try to keep the con-
versation about positive things. 

• Keep busy. Read a good book, clean out a 
closet or even washing windows can be de-
stressing. 

There's plenty of anxiety around for everyone these 
days! Often, the source is something we can't 
change. How do you know when it's time to get 
help dealing with your anxieties? When anxiety is 

taking a toll, your body knows it. You have trouble 
sleeping, eating, and concentrating. You get head-
aches, your stomach is upset, and you might even 
experience a panic attack. When anxiety becomes 
so overwhelming that it interferes with day-to-day 
activities, when it keeps you from going places, 
from doing things you need to do, that's when you 
need help. How do you cope with anxiety? Sepa-
rate out the real risks and dangers that a situation 
presents from those your imagination is making 
worse. Challenge negative thoughts and learn to 
offer those thoughts to God and relax.   

May God Bless You,  
Lori Tuchtenhagen, Parish nurse 

This week take time to sit quietly for a few minutes 
each day. Reflect on the gift of life. Think about the 
gift of today. Now take a deep breath. When you 
breathe in say, "This is the day," then breathe out 

saying, "That the Lord has made." 

Parish Nurse Notes 
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Grace Information 

Saying goodbye is never easy, especially when we can't say goodbye in the way that we 
would have preferred. However, I wanted to leave you all by saying thank you.   

Thank you for the wonderful three years of ministry that we shared together. For trusting and 
empowering me to be creative and try new programs and ideas. Some of my fondest memo-
ries of Grace will be of the people I met and the way we worked together to do things I never 
would have thought possible before coming here, such as creating a confirmation curriculum 
from scratch.  

Thank you to everyone who called, sent cards and emails and reached out over these past 
few weeks. I am so very grateful for all of your kind words and the generous gifts I received. I 
could feel your love and care for me and I promise that I will carry that with me as I go.   

And finally, thank you for welcoming me into your church, your homes and your lives. I believe 
that one of the greatest gifts of being a pastor is trust you all have given me to invite me to 
walk alongside you in both the celebratory, joy-filled moments and the hard, grief-filled mo-
ments of your lives, reminding us all of God's presence in the midst of all those moments. The 
honor and the privilege of that trust is not lost on me and I am grateful for it all. 

Thank you again for everything and know that I will carry you all in my heart as I go. 

With Love, 
Pastor Jennifer Gonsalves  

STEWARDSHIP CARDS 
Just a reminder to submit your cards either by drop-
ping it in the mailbox/drop box outside the door or by 
mail at 918 Garfield Avenue, Albert Lea, MN 56007. 
Thank you. 

 

CHRIST IN OUR HOME 
Christ in Our Home devotionals for January, Febru-
ary and March 2021 are now available. They can be 
found in the container on top of the mailbox, Mon-
day through Friday, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm Call the 

church office with questions. 

ONLINE GIVING 
Thank you for your generous gifts during this time. 
You can mail in or drop off your offering to the 
church or give electronically. 

Online: www.gracealbertlea.org/donate 

Mobile App: Give+ Mobile App. Search “Grace Lu-
theran (Albert Lea)” 

Text: 833-939-1383 

More information can be found on our website at 
https://gracealbertlea.org/discipleship/giving/ 

https://gracealbertlea.org/discipleship/giving/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

    
   

  
 
 
     
 
   

  
  

1 
Church Building And 
Office Closed. 

2 

 

3    
  9:00a  Worship Service 
             Online only 
 
 
 
   

4  
  6:00p  Hardanger Group 
   

5 

  9:30a  Staff Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 

6 Epiphany of Our Lord   
   5:30p  Worship Service 
               Online only 
 
   

7  
 6:00a  Early Bible Study 
            Online Only 
 
 
 

 8  
 

        

9 

 
 
 

10  Baptism of Our Lord   
  9:00a  Worship Service 
             Online only 
 
   

11   
  6:00p  Hardanger Group 
 
 
 
 

12  
  9:30a  Staff Meeting 
  6:30p  Council Meeting 
 

 

13  
   5:30p  Worship Service 
               Online only 
     

14  
 6:00a  Early Bible Study 
            Online Only 
 
 

15 Newsletter Deadline    16  
 

17  
  9:00a  Worship Service 
             Online only 

18 

  6:00p  Hardanger Group 
 

 
 

19   
  9:30a  Staff Meeting 

20  
   5:30p  Worship Service 
               Online only 
   

21  
 6:00a  Early Bible Study 
            Online Only 
  

22  
 

23 
 

24 Annual Meeting 

      (watch for more  
      details) 
  9:00a  Worship Service 
             Online only 
 
     

25  
  6:00p  Hardanger Group 
 

 

 

26  
  9:30a  Staff Meeting. 

 
 
 

27 

  5:30p   Worship Service 
              Online only 
 
   

28  
 6:00a  Early Bible Study 
            Online Only 
 

29  30 

31  
  9:00a  Worship Service 
             Online only 
 

      

PLEASE NOTE: DATES, TIMES AND EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 
For updates, please check our website, Facebook, or call the church office. 
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December 8, 2020, 6:30 p.m.  

 1. Call to Order and Roll  
The meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Tims at 6:33 PM. 

 2. Opening Devotion:  Pastor Shane 
 Pastor Shane led the Council in an opening 
 prayer. 

 3. Open Forum – No Items  

4. Approval of Today's Agenda – Action 
M/S/A (Moved/Seconded/Approved) by 
Drommerhausen and  Meyer to approve the 
agenda for the meeting.  

 5. Approval of Minutes – Action 
 M/S/A by Schindler and Drommerhausen to 

approve the minutes from the November 
Council Meeting. 

 6. Budget Update: Drommerhausen and 
  P. Tewes  

• While attendance via online platforms 
has been stable, giving has been declin-
ing or has been inconsistent from month
-to-month. 

• The Payroll Protection Program (PPP) 
funds has been the principal reason that 
the church has a positive cash balance 
going into December. Without the PPP 
funds, the church may not have been 
able to meet payroll in December. 

• A review of budget areas reflects that 
spending will not exceed fund alloca-
tions established in the budget. 

• M/S/A by Munyer and Meyer to approve 
the budget report for November. 

 7. Reports  
• Lead Pastor Report: Pastor Koepke 

 Pastor Shane reported that the PPP 
loan has been forgiven. 

 Stewardship letter will be coming out 
soon. 

 Staff team building has included dec-
orating the church for Christmas and 
chair massages. 

 Christmas Sunday School program 
and service preparations are under-
way. 

 Service of blessing for Pastor 
Gonsalves is being planned for De-
cember 20. 

• Associate Pastor Report: Pastor 
Gonsalves 
 Letter of resignation was submitted. 
 Assisting with the transition of pro-

gramming and services with her res-
ignation. This includes visitation, 
Sunday School, and Confirmation. 

 Advent kits were distributed  

• Deacon’s Report and Technology Up-
date:  Deacon Bob Tewes 
 Filming and recording performances 

for the Sunday School Christmas 
Program. 

 The program will be part of the family 
services for Christmas Eve, with a 
more traditional service planned for 
11:00 PM. 

 Christmas Day services will be a car-
ol sing. 

 An additional laptop has been se-
cured for staff. FYI…computers are 
rotated/replaced on a four-to-five-
year schedule. 

• Commission & Committee Report High-
lights 
 Backpack Program: There have 

been some challenges with food dis-
tribution. All of the food has been 
delivered to Hawthorne School. It is 
time to reorder food for 2021. Nor-
mally, the order is for 16 weeks. 

 

Church Council Minutes 

Continued on page 9 
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8. Old Business  
•  75th Celebration: October 10, 2021 

(Committee: Pastor Shane, Jim Munyer, 
Marsha Smith)- No report 

• Capital Campaign: There were $6,063 in 
donations for November; with the Foun-
dation matching $6,063. The Foundation 
has allocated $54,504 to date of their 
$75,000 match to the campaign and re-
stroom project. Total giving to the cam-
paign, including Foundation matches, is 
$1,208,316. The goal, in this final stage 
of the campaign, is to reach a cash-on-
hand balance of $328,000 to cover the 
restroom project. 

• Capital Campaign – Restroom Project. 
Final blueprints were reviewed of the 
project. A bid was received and re-
viewed from L and I Construction. It was 
M/S/A by Schindler and Groenewig to 
approve the L and I Construction inclu-
sive bid of $350,490.  

 9. New/Other Business 
• Plan for holiday worship services – Final 

preparations are underway and firm 
times for Christmas Eve and Christmas 

Church Council Minutes Continued 
Day services will be communicated 
soon. 

• Annual Meeting – It was M/S/A by 
Schindler and Meyer to have a limited 
agenda Annual Meeting on Sunday 
January 24th, with an additional session 
planned in the summer.  

• Any other business – Schindler report-
ed on the St. John’s Annual. Gary and 
Jeanne Schindler were delegates for 
Grace at the meeting. St. John’s leader-
ship reported that services are shifting 
from the nursing home area to more 
residential/housing services. St. John’s 
reported that the budget was positive 
for year-end and less funds were need-
ed to support operations from the St. 
John’s Foundation. 

 10. Prayer Intercessions – Pastor Shane led 
  the Council in prayer.  

 11. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned  
  at 7:16 PM.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Gary Schindler 
Grace Lutheran Church Council Secretary 

LOOKING FOR LOVE 

Though not a fan of making New Year’s resolutions, Jen Kramer decided to add meaning to 2018 by 
declaring it #theyearoflove. Each day she wrote a “love note” to a different person, expressing grati-
tude and offering encouragement. Recipients ranged from waiters and custodians to relatives and a 
terminally ill friend. 

The experiment may have stemmed from the sudden, unexpected death of Kramer’s father while she 
was away at college. “Why don’t we say those things to people while they’re here?” she tells 
the Chicago Tribune. “It’s easy to be kind, and it’s easy to tell people how you feel.” 

Kramer’s campaign didn’t cost a cent, yet it changed her life and touched hundreds of people in the 
process. Wherever she went, she discovered that “love showed up.” It’s simple, Kramer says: “You 
just have to look.” 
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ALTAR FLOWERS 
Gift Given By: 
Jim & Jane Madson 
 
BATHROOM RENOVATION/BOILER/BUILDING/ 
ROOF/FURNACE FUND 
In Memory Of: 
Julie Jasperson given by Kent Jasperson 
Bob Miller given by Kent Jasperson 
Gift Given By: 
Carroll & Mavis Hanson 
 
BACKPACK FOOD PROGRAMS 
In Memory Of: 
Dick Godtland given by Sandy Godtland 
Gary Beese given by Mary Beese 
Marilee Citsay given by Barbara Tullberg 
In Honor Of: 
Dave Long given by Barbara Tullberg 
Diane Olson given by Barbara Tullberg 
Rich & Ann Oliphant given by Barbara Tullberg 
Gifts Given By: 
Dale & Dorothy Baldwin, Marsha Wolfgram,  
Mick & Becky Hanson, Dex & Jan Henschel, 
Mark & Lynnette Rasmussen, Vincent & Corrine 
Tims, Randy & Lynn Stay, Jerry & Gerry Vogt, 
Steve & Joanne Bracker, Craig & Becky Loehr, 
Bill & Gwen Groskurth, Jim & Judy Munyer, 
Hazel Spiering, Truman & Barbara Thrond, 
Anonymous, Mary J. Sandler, Mary Hallum,  
Lorraine Branstad, Lori Tuchtenhagen, Alex & 
Angie Johnston, Central Freeborn Lutheran 
Church, Robert & Bernice Moreau, Bill & Jane 
Buege, Central Freeborn Lutheran Church Women, 
Mary Tufte, Gary & Jeanne Schindler, Rev. Peter & 
Sandra Soli 
 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
In Memory Of: 
Julie Jasperson given by Kent Jasperson 
 
DON GROSS SCHOLARSHIP  
In Memory Of: 
Julie Jasperson given by Kent Jasperson 

FOOD SHELF 
In Memory Of: 
Marvel Schewe given by Solveig Peterson,      
Ross & Shelly Peterson 
Dick Godtland given by Sandy Godtland 
Jan Kedrowski given by Mark & Karen Sanderson, 
Sara, Amy 
Gifts Given By: 
Faith Ryan, Dale & Dorothy Baldwin, Paul & 
Lorraine Nagel 
 
GODTLAND SCHOLARSHIP 
In Memory Of: 
Ron Godtland (Uncle) given by Gordon Johnson &        
Marie Herrenschmidt 
 
LIBRARY FUND 
In Memory Of: 
Twin grandsons given by Delores Nasby 
 
LOVE OFFERING 
In Memory Of: 
Rod Schmidt given by Dell & June Claussen 
Tom Sheveland given by Judy Christenson 
Gifts Given By: 
Ed & Julie Groeneweg, LaVerne Seberson, Dale & 
Dorothy Baldwin 
 
MARTIN LUTHER FUND 
In Memory Of: 
Bob Miller given by Virginia Sorenson 
Gifts Given By: 
Ed & Julie Groeneweg, LaVerne Seberson, Terry & 
Nancy Peterson 
 
MATHEWS SCHOLARSHIP 
In Memory Of: 
Jackie Mathews (brother of Ron Mathews) given 
by Gary & Karen Ohlmann 
 
 
 

Gifts of Love 

Continued on page 11 
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MEMORIAL FUND 
In Memory Of: 
Marilee Citsay given by Jennifer Keyzers, Rich-
ard & Phyllis Tavis 
Cliff Engebretson given by Cheryl & Roy Page 
Gifts Given By: 
S. D. Fleming, Hazel Spiering 
 
MUSIC FUND 
In Memory Of: 
Myrtle & Clarence Christenson (parents) given 
by Delores Nasby 
Don Cashin (father of Nancy Hoium) given by 
Robert & Muriel Hoeg, Bill & Jane Buege 
Bob Miller given by Robert & Muriel Hoeg 
 
PARISH NURSE 
In Memory Of: 
Vern Nasby given by Delores Nasby 
Jan Kedrowski given by Roger & Kristy Paul 
 
PRAYER GARDEN 
In Memory Of: 
Julie Jasperson given by Kent Jasperson, 
Traci, Mark, Travis 
Gift Given By: 
Susan Ranney 

Gifts of Love Continued 
PRAYER SHAWL 
In Memory Of: 
Lenny Hultgren given by Delores Nasby 
Gifts Given By: 
Susan Ranney, Art Winjum 
 
YOUTH PROGRAMS 
In Memory Of: 
Dennis Kahl (father of Janelle Koepke) given by 
Dale & Charlotte Elvebak 
 

 

A PRAYER FOR THE JOURNEY  
The following prayer, almost 1,000 years old, was written for pilgrims walking the Camino de Santiago 
(the Way of St. James) — 500 miles across northern Spain. Use this adaption as you journey into the 
new year: 

God, you called your servant Abraham from Ur in Chaldea, watching over him in all his wanderings, and 
guided the Hebrew people as they crossed the desert. Guard your children, who seek to grow in you 
this year. Be their companion on the way, their guide at the crossroads, their strength in weariness, 
their defense in dangers, their shelter on the path, their shade in the heat, their light in the darkness, 
their comfort in discouragement, and the firmness of their intentions. Through your guidance, may they 
be enriched with grace and virtue, and be filled with salutary and lasting joy. 

—from the 12th-century Codex Calixtinus 
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January 
(The list below is to remind us to pray for our 

Grace family members on the following dates.) 
 

 1. Marvin & Judy Gulbrandson 

 2. Marlys Hagen 

 3. Judy Hall 

 4. Mary Hallum 

 5. Dennis & Helen Hamberg  

 6. Don Hamberg 

 7. Tammy Hamberg 

 8. Linda Hanna 

 9. Ron & Arlis Hanna 

 10. Scott & Stacey Hanna  

 11. Tracy & Aymee Hanna, Spencer 

 12. Ross & Joyce Hansen 

 13. Carroll & Mavis Hanson 

 14. Craig & Lori Hanson, Kathy, Alison 

 15. Greg & Kris Hanson, Lucas, Sophia 

 16. Kenneth & Kristine Hanson 

 17. Kitty Hanson, Andrew  

 18. Mick & Becky Hanson 

 19. Richard & Pamela Hanson 

 20. Joel & Kristi Hantelman, 

  Ian, Ferran, Paisley 

 21. Mark & Trudy Harig 

 22. Randy & Nicole Harig, Garrett, Joshua 

 23. Larry & Penny Harmdierks 

 24. Harriet Harne 

 25. Mary Harriman 

 26. Milan & Elaine Hart 

 27. Richard & Arlyss Haug 

 28. Brad & Cynthia Haugen, Ben 

 29. Bruce & Maureen Haugsdal 

 30. Ryan & Renee Haugsdal, 

  Addyson, Garrett, Grant 

 31. Charlotte Haukoos 

Prayers of Healing 
Sharon Dickson 

Doris Miller 
Bob Field 

Gerhard Kleih 
Richard Anderson 

Dick Dahlen 
Pat Linnes 

 
 
 
 

Prayers for those Grieving 
The family and friends of Don Cashin 

(father of Nancy [Rollin] Hoium)  
The family and friends of Robert Miller 

The family and friends of Carolyn Schmitz 
 
 
 

Prayers of Joy 
For all the volunteers that made 

Christmas worship possible. 
For Pastor Jennifer and her time 

here at Grace and for the 
beginning of her new journey. 

For family and friends staying safe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you know anyone needing prayers of our con-
gregation, please let us know so we can include 
them on our list. Requests for the Prayer Chain 
can be arranged by calling the church office. 

Grace Prays 
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Caring and Sharing 

 

Betty & Richard Anderson 

Janice Anderson 

Jackie & Alan Attig 

Debbie & Joe Attig 

Nicole & Jay Austinson 

Jessica & Nicholas Bremer 

Debbie Christensen 

Brittany & Casey Colvin 

Sheryl Ellingson 

Kathe Grodhaus 

Kristine & Joel Hantelman 

Trudy & Mark Harig 

Krystle & Bobbie Hutchinson 

Rebecca & Gary Jensen 

Tara & Dean Ketterling 

Kathy & John Knutson 

Carol & David Larson 

Ashley & Leif Martinson 

Viola Matson 

Carol & Jeffery Olson 

Rita & Bill Olson 

Carol & Ray Pedersen 

Carol & Terry Perkins 

Nicole Peterson 

Teresa & Dennis Raatz 

Gail Rasmussen 

Lisa Rippentrop 

Tina & Matthew Kermes 

Brenda Whelan 

Peggy & Cary Williamson 

 

STUDY OPPORTUNITIES  
for Adults at Grace 
 

We invite you to join any of our regular Bible 
study groups at Grace Lutheran. 

Sunday Morning Adult Forum 
September — May 
(Postponed until further notice)  

Tuesday Morning Bible  
Tuesday mornings, 10:00-11:00 am   
(Postponed until further notice)  
This study for women offers fellowship,  
singing, and great discussion.  

Thursday Morning Bible Study  
6:00-7:00 am  (Online) 
Consider joining this group where there is an 
opportunity for good discussion and good     
fellowship. 

Grace WELCA Women’s Circles 
Mary Circle (Postponed until further notice)  
Lois Circle (Postponed until further notice)  
Martha Circle (Postponed until further notice)  

New members are always welcome! Call the 
church office, 373-6496, for more information. 
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QUARTERS FOR WORLD 
HUNGER 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! Most of us are not sad to turn 

the page to a new year – we pray the new year will 

bring a cure for the corona virus and an end to the 

isolation we have experienced this past year. We 

long to return to worshiping in person in our church 

and being with our families and friends again. We 

long for things to return to “normal.” The virus has 

caused us inconvenience and hardships and it has 

also caused hunger to increase in our world. Be-

cause of this, we need to give as we are able, to 

our local food shelves and also to World Hunger. 

People’s lives depend on our gifts. Thank you for 

giving as you are able to help the hungry.  

GENEROSITY AT GRACE 

 

GIVING 
$40,765.13 

 

EXPENSES 
-$56,665.48 

YEAR TO DATE 
GIVING vs 
EXPENSES 
$9,812.12 

 

NOVEMBER 
2020 

Thanks for your attendance Live Streaming as we continue to be the church apart and together.  

Average 

ATTENDANCE 
with online and in-

person worship was: 
544 per worship 

online. 

80 per worship 
In person 

The Finance Ministry Team and Church Council appreciate your generous support. 
Your faithful Stewardship is essential for us to continue to support our ministries at Grace Lutheran. 

Remember your Coins 

for Sunday’s  Noisy 

Offering! 

 

NO FAIR TRADE 
COFFEE  
Until further notice 

 

 

 
Shane Koepke 
Lead Pastor 

 
Office Hours 

9:00 am―5:00 pm 
Monday—Friday 

507-373-6496 
 

Worship Services 
Sunday Morning  9:00 am 

Online 
 

Sunday School 
Sunday Morning  

Watch for upcoming details. 

 
GRACE NOTES 

is published monthly by 
Grace Lutheran Church 

918 Garfield Avenue 
Albert Lea, MN 56007 

 
www.gracealbertlea.org 

www.facebook.com/ 
GraceAlbertLea 
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http://www.gracealbertlea.org
http://www.facebook.com/GraceAlbertLea
http://www.facebook.com/GraceAlbertLea
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2020 
ANNUAL MEETING 

Sunday, January 24, 2021 

Watch for more details to come! 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
918 Garfield Avenue 
Albert Lea, MN 56007 
 
Telephone: 507-373-6496 
Email: office@gracealbertlea.org 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Albert Lea, MN 
Permit No. 208 

Sunday Worship Service at 9:00 am  

Wednesday Evening Worship at 5:30 pm 

(Worship services online until further notice) 
 

Join your Grace family 
each week in worship, 
study and fellowship! 

Winter Worship Service Schedule 


