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Bless the LORD,

O my soul, 

and do not 

forget all 

his benefit. 
Psalm 103:2 NRSV 
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http://www.facebook.com/GraceAlbertLea


 2 

Pastor Shane Koepke 
Lead Pastor 
pastorshane@gracealbertlea.org 

 
Matthew 11.28-29 says: “Come 

to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and 
I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble of 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”  

Often we think about these verses in terms of rest, 
in taking a break, but I want you to think about them 
through the lens of leadership. Often we think of 
leadership as work, often times HARD work. Lead-
ership for some is a daunting task, especially when 
it comes to church leadership. I have heard too 
many times “I guess it’s my turn to be on council” 
WHOA! Please don’t join leadership with that atti-
tude, you and the church clearly aren’t going to be 
our best when we approach the task with a HAVE 
to, rather than a GET to participate and lead.  

Taking upon the burden of leadership, which often 
can feel like that when we approach the work as 
something that is reflective of our ego, is daunt-
ing. BUT! When we approach leadership as the 

work of God with Jesus at our side, we can rely on 
God’s leadership, the Holy Spirit to guide us into 
the future with the community and leadership of 
others around us as we lead the church with scrip-
ture as our guide.  

Below you will see that we have several members 
who are leaving council this year. Grace needs lead-
ers who are willing to participate in the life of the 
church by setting the stage for the future. 2021-2022 
will be an exciting year as we emerge from the pan-
demic and look to what the church needs to be to 
respond to the changing world we have been given. 
Because of the pandemic, we have delayed the 
election of the new council to now, in June, so that 
we could more fully participate as a congregation. 

Through it all, I know that God will preserve faith, 
will raise up good leaders (maybe even you?), and 
will bring the church to reflect the Love of Christ, 
the creative might of God, and the spontaneity of 
the Holy Spirit into a world deep in need of all that 
God has to offer through Grace Lutheran Church, 
which only exists through your participation and 
leadership.  

Peace as you pray and journey. 

The Pastor’s Pen 

GRACE MID-YEAR 

ANNUAL MEETING 

 

June 27, 2021 

Following the 9:00 am 

worship service. 

Members whose term is up, is listed below. 

Voting will take place for these spots on 

June 27th. 

Council Members 

Julie Groeneweg Gary Schindler 

Dennis Hamberg Truman Thrond 

 

Youth Advisory 

Malana Thompson 

 

Foundation Directors 

Mark Grossklaus 

 

Personnel Committee Members 

Heather Earl Sandy Fredrickson 
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Pastor Dean Smith 
Associate Interim Paster 
pastordean@gracealbertlea.org 

 

What’s it to You? 

A frequent conversation segment for those with 
school-aged kids: 

Child: “Can I do/have/watch X?” (where X is a 
trendy activity/app/device/movie/TV show of ques-
tionable merit) 
Parent: “I’m not sure that’s a good idea.” 
Child: “But, everyone else is.” 
Parent: “Who is everyone?” 
Child: “You know…everyone.” 
Parent: “Well, I’m not everyone’s parent. I’m your 
parent.” 

Have you ever heard or had this conversation? 

Usually, when I end up in one of these conversa-
tions with my kids or with other people’s kids, I ask 
a question that many don’t realize Jesus asked: 
“What’s it to you?” It was breakfast, post-
Resurrection, and Peter was wondering what was 
going to happen to “the disciple Jesus loved” in the 
new world of life after the Easter event. Jesus 
asked Peter, “What’s it to you? [You] follow 
me!” (The “you” is implied by the tense of the verb, 
but I wanted to emphasize it here. Don’t panic! I’m 
not adding words to the Bible.)  

What’s it to you? 

In the context of Jesus speaking with Peter, it’s a 
question that says “Mind your business. You have 
your path, and he has his.” End of conversation (in 
large part because that’s the end of John’s Gospel). 
That’s the way many parents hope to use this or a 
similar question when having the same conversa-
tion with their kids. It doesn’t matter what happens 
at your friend’s house. In our house, we do things 
this way. 

I’ve had several conversations over the years that 
sound like this one: 
Person: “I feel like I’m not as successful as I should 
be. I don’t think I’m doing what I should be.” 
Me: “According to…?” 
Person: “I see stories about other people who are 
doing so many amazing things, and what I’m doing 
seems pretty ordinary compared to them.” 
Me: “What’s that to you?”  

There are always going to be temptations to com-
pare our own gardens to whatever is growing on the 
other side of the fence…and come up short. How-
ever, if I focus too much on the amazing green 
beans my neighbor is growing, I might lose sight of 
the fact that I didn’t even plant green beans. 

If we focus too much on the accomplishments, 
achievements, goals, and ambitions of our neigh-
bors, we might lose sight of the reality that God 
calls us to pursue different missions in our families, 
in our careers, in our neighborliness, in our worship, 
in our prayer life, in our recreation, in our…you get 
the idea. 

When tempted to be envious of another person’s 
journey, ask yourself this important Jesus question: 
“What’s it to you?” 

The answer: it’s an opportunity to celebrate that 
their journey is not your journey, and it’s not sup-
posed to be your journey. You’ve been called into a 
specific time and place as the person you are—a 
person who has been given a generous measure of 
God’s grace, mercy, forgiveness, and love…just like 
everyone else. 

In this season of graduations and accomplishments, 
I invite you to be aware of your unique calling as a 
member of the Body of Christ and celebrate it. Help 
someone else celebrate theirs, too! 

The Associate Pastor’s Corner 
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Deacon Robert Tewes, 
Director of Worship and Music 
music@gracealbertlea.org 
 

As I write this article, we are on 
the cusp of celebrating the Festi-

val of Pentecost, as we see the culmination of the 
Easter season happen right before our eyes. In 
these final days of Easter, we have witnessed Je-
sus standing atop the mountain of Ascension, giving 
the church its mission:  to teach and baptize. Then, 
just days later, the church is armed with the tools 
needed to succeed in that mission, specifically the 
outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit, and the gifts that 
the Spirit brings to each of the baptized. 

The celebration of Pentecost marks a deliberate 
change of focus in the church’s liturgical practice.  
The first half of the year has been focused on retell-
ing the narrative life of the promised Messiah. We 
have celebrated the anticipation of Christ’s birth in 
Advent; his arrival at Christmas; the spreading of 
Christ’s light into our dark world during Epiphany; 
Christ’s suffering, death on our behalf in Lent; and 
his triumphant victory over the grave at Easter. 

Now the church takes a deliberate turn. It asks itself 
to ponder the question: What does the arrival of 
Christ into our world mean to us? How has it 
changed us? What must we focus on doing during 
the days we have been given on this earth? 

In a word, as we enter this Green season of the 
Sundays after Pentecost, we are reminded to look 
at the example of Christ’s selfless life and work to 
imitate it. To be faithful throughout our lives, as 
Christ was faithful throughout his life. 

“Faithfulness” was the theme of our recent Synod 
Assembly which was held virtually via ZOOM a few 
short weeks ago. One aspect of that event included 
the sharing of a video which used as its basis the 
well-known hymn, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.”  
Members from throughout our SE Minnesota Synod 

were asked to record short video snippets which 
described ways that they have seen God’s faithful-
ness evident in the past year. Several of the sub-
missions were made by members of Grace. Each of 
them described events that show the presence and 
faithfulness of God: The beauty of creation, the 
change of seasons, the birth of babies, the arrival of 
each new day, the creation and implementation of 
the COVID 19 vaccination. Thanks to Tina, Patty, 
Josh, Emma and Gary for your remarks. Thanks 
also to Solveig who played violin with me on piano. 

May you daily see evidence in your life that God 
remains faithful to us in all circumstances, and may 
that example encourage you in your ongoing jour-
ney to live as a faithful member of the body of 
Christ, filled with the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Musings 

As the summer season begins and 
our regular ensembles take a break 
for a few months, volunteers who 
would like to participate by sharing 
their musical talents in our services 
are once again needed. If you or a 
family member would like to share 
your talent this summer, please either 
contact Robert Tewes or leave a note 
in the church office. We look forward 
to the variety of gifts that each of you 
can share this summer. 
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Ashley Kuhlman, 
Youth Director 
youth@gracealbertlea.org 
1-651-280-9502

We have a very busy June ahead 
of us – June 6 – 9 we have 20 youth attending Con-
firmation Camp at Good Earth Village for a four-day 
retreat. June 16 – 21 we have 5 youth attending 
Wilderness Canoe Base to go canoeing in the 
Boundary Waters, and – we have fellowship and 
service opportunities for 7th – 12th graders most 
weeks starting in June!  

Thank you to everyone who helped and donated to 
the fundraisers for those who are going to Wilder-
ness Canoe Base! It is well appreciated. Please 
send prayers to our youth going up north, and for 
those going to camp this summer, as they venture 
to new spaces and learn about God in creation.  

Summer Youth Events: This summer we have free 
opportunities for fellowship and service for those 
who just finished 7th – 12th grade. Details, sign up 
and times can be found at gracealbertlea.org/youth-
summer21.  

Covid-19 guidelines will be followed at each of 
these sites. Friends are welcome to join, youth must 
sign up online to attend. Contact Ashley with any 
questions at 651-280-9502. See ya this summer! 

Is your child interested in attending Bible 
Camp? Summer camp is a great exposure for 
youth to learn about God and grow in their faith 
through games, worships, bible study and more. Did 
you know that Grace will pay for part of the tuition, 
too, for youth that attend an overnight camp? Con-
tact Ashley for more information at 
youth@gracealbertlea.org 

Upcoming Events Schedule 
(schedule is subject to change): 

June 2: Paint the Youth Room 
June 23: Bob Ross Night 
June 30: Salvation Army Service Day 

July 7: On the Lake Day 
July 14: Shoreline Pick Up @ 

Myre-Big Island State Park 
July 21: TBD Fellowship Day 
July 28: Salvation Army Service Day 

August 11: End-of-Summer Bonfire 

Grace Children, Youth and Family Ministry 

VBS FOR EVERYONE! 

What happens when families get together 

to play some games, do some 

crafty things, and talk about Jesus? 

Let’s find out together! 

All kinds of families are invited 

to be part of this summer’s 

Vacation Bible School event! 

Saturday, July 17 

and Sunday, July 18 

Families of all kinds are welcome—older, 

younger, single, married, friends, 

with children, without children… 

Everyone means everyone! 

More information to come! 
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Lori Tuchtenhagen, 
Parish Nurse 
parishnurse@gracealbertlea.org 

Greetings friends of Grace Lutheran, 

Often throughout the summer we are in need of first 
aid. I would like to share some thoughts with you on 
first aid from a wholistic approach. When we think 
about first aid, we usually consider treatment of in-
juries and accident prevention for our bodies, and 
indeed this is an important concern. We can care 
for our bodies by making sure our homes have a 
well-supplied first aid kit. You can buy one or as-
semble one yourself. It should include: masks, 
hand cleaner, antiseptic solution, antibiotic oint-
ment, Q-Tips, band-aids, gauze pads, tape, cold 
packs, a small Ace wrap, plastic bags, pain reliev-
ers for adults and children, and poison control infor-
mation. First aid and accident prevention in our 
spiritual life is also needed. "Clothe yourself with 
the Lord Jesus Christ." Nourish yourself through 
prayer and live lives that are healed by Christ's 
wounds.   

"God is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble."  Psalm 46:1 

May God Bless You,  
Lori Tuchtenhagen, Parish Nurse 

 

We continue to navigate COVID as we start to 
open up the state.  Remember, “we don't take 
our seat belts off five miles from home, we 
must continue our safety practices.” 

Vaccinations continue to be highly recom-
mended which is giving more and more people 
protection; many of the most vulnerable peo-
ple have been vaccinated. Recent approval by 
Pfizer to vaccinate 12-15 year old's.  

Even though restrictions and requirements are 
being removed, COVID-19 is still spreading in 
our communities.  

Continue to follow CDC recommendations with 
use of face masks, socially distance, use of 
good handwashing. Plan outdoor activities 
when possible. Just because requirements are 
changing, does not mean COVID-19 is gone, 
you know your communities. Consider your 
values and risk tolerance when making deci-
sions about how to be responsive to others 
needs. Be good, be safe, and God Bless. 

Parish Nurse Notes 

In Memory of 

Luella RELAY FOR LIFE 
LUMINARIES 

American Cancer Society Relay for Life luminaries will be for sale Sunday, June 6 for 
$10 each.  Decorated bags must be returned to church office by Sunday, June 13. 
Bags will be displayed in downtown store windows June 22-29. Questions call Sally 
Skrlin (507) 383-7349  
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May 11, 2021, 6:30 pm 

1. Call to Order and Roll
The meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Tims at 6:28 pm.

2. Opening Devotion: Pastor Shane
Pastor Shane led the council with a reflec-
tion and ice breaker about change and
God’s guidance through the pandemic.

3. Open Forum
Opportunity for visitors to address the Coun-
cil. The Council's intent for this open forum is
to provide a time of listening. Each person
addressing the Council is asked to be re-
spectful of others wishing also to address the
council. Council reserves the right to manage
the time allotted for this time of listening.

No items.

4. Approval of Today's Agenda
Motion by Munyer and second by Drommer-
hausen to approve the agenda for the meet-
ing. The motion was approved.

5. Financial Report
Drommerhausen provided an overview of
the financial report with no concerns noted.
The PPP Loan was very beneficial to clos-
ing cash position of the budget. Motion by
Groeneweg and second by Hamberg to ac-
cept the financial report as submitted. The
motion was approved.

6. Approval of Minutes
Correction to the minutes by Pastor Dean
regarding his school schedule. Motion by
Drommerhausen and second by Munyer to
accept the amended minutes of the March
meeting. The motion was approved.

7. Reports
• Lead Pastor Report: Pastor Koepke

Pastor Shane updated the council on
the changes to processes for safely

worshipping in accordance with loosen-
ing pandemic restrictions. Contract trac-
ing for church service will end. Begin-
ning in June, the worship congregation 
will sing together two of the three hymns 
and hymnals will be returned to the 
pews. Attendees will continue to be 
spaced out in the pews and worship ser-
vice will still be abbreviated. Grace is 
working with other community churches 
to have similar methods for easing back 
to normality.  

• Interim Associate Pastor Report:
Pastor Dean
Pastor Dean has been working on con-
firmation and talking about how to de-
sign educational programming with an
awareness of new habits that have de-
veloped. Baccalaureate is this Sunday,
and 14 members are graduating. He at-
tended Synod Assembly.

• Deacon’s Report and Technology:
Deacon Bob Tewes
Deacon Bob reported that the music min-
istry has concluded for the year and so
he is looking for summer music partici-
pants. He found the cause of the tech-
nical difficulties experienced when trying
to stream church service and it was a
faulty piece of equipment. The “offending
hand” was cut off, so to speak, and re-
placed while under warranty thus avert-
ing any future technology sins.

• Commission & Committee Report
Highlights
The memorial team is in need of people
to plant flowers in May. They are consid-
ering a proposal to add a memorial
stone to the prayer garden on which
names could be engraved as people are
choosing more non-traditional funeral
rituals and methods of commemoration.

Church Council Minutes 

Continued on page 8 
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8. Old Business   
• Capital Campaign/Bathroom            

Remodeling Update 
Drommerhausen reported there is only 
$1,200 left to raise of the $75,000 
match, leaving about $23,000 total left 
of the project. Grace received $8,700 in 
Thrivent funds. 

• Constitution 

• 75th Celebration: October 10, 2021 
Munyer reported that the committee 
met and have planned some activities 
in honor of Grace’s 75th anniversary. 
We will honor former pastors by inviting 
them to come speak (2 per month).  We 
will also acknowledge those members 
who have become ministers. A recep-
tion is planned for 10/10/21. There is a 
plan to honor charter members.   

 9. New/Other Business 
President Tims suggested developing a 
regular schedule for repainting areas of the 
church. Pastor Shane agreed to discuss 
with Darin.   

The mid-year annual meeting was set for 
June 27th, which is a continuation of the 
annual meeting.   

 10. Prayer Intercessions 
 Pastor Shane entertained prayer requests 
and led the council in final prayers.  

 11. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned by President 
Tims at 7:18 pm.   
 

Respectfully submitted, Laura McKibben 
Grace Lutheran Church Council Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thai National Parks                          www.thainationalparks.com 
 

This excerpt of "Hermit Crab," from Mary Oliver's 
poetry collection "The House of Light" (1990), 
reads like a meditation on simplicity, tenacity and 
faithfulness in opposition to the relentless tide of 
consumerism: 

When I set it down, it hurried 
along the tideline 

of the sea, 
which was slashing along as usual, 
shouting and hissing 
toward the future, 

turning its back 
with every tide on the past, 
leaving the shore littered 
every morning 

with more ornaments of death-- 
what a pearly rubble 
from which to choose a house 
like a white flower-- 

and what a rebellion 
to leap into it 
and hold on, 
connecting everything, 

the past to the future-- 
which is of course the miracle-- 
which is the only argument there is 
against the sea. 

Church Council Minutes Continued Creation Care Corner 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.thainationalparks.com%2f&c=E,1,t4EnsbDRY0NVY_xQC8ngfNVq320NLfmu1Ebowh3BSuUJ3d123e4w5WmE6IbRJknF8cAqO_dUQUH-PicaAWbbwhojuytWV7HXN2y6I45LEiDcWaEWzd-v&typo=1
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PLEASE NOTE: DATES, TIMES AND EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 
For updates, please check our website, Facebook, or call the church office. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1
10:00a  Tuesday Morning 

Bible Study 
 11:15a  Staff Meeting 

 2 
  9:00a  Sewing Day 

3 4 5 

6  
  9:00a  Worship Service 

In person and 
Online 

7  
  1:30p  SAIL  
  6:00p  Hardanger Group 

8
 10:00a  Tuesday Morning 

Bible Study 
 11:15a  Staff Meeting 
   6:30p  Council Meeting 

 

9 10 
8:00a  Early Bible Study 

    1:30p  SAIL  

11 12 

13 
  9:00a  Worship Service 

In person and 
Online

14 
  1:30p  SAIL  
  6:00p  Hardanger Group 

15 Newsletter Deadline  
 10:00a  Tuesday Morning 

Bible Study 
 11:15a  Staff Meeting 

16 

  9:00a  Sewing Day 

17 
8:00a  Early Bible Study 

    1:30p  SAIL  

18 19 

20 Father’s Day 
  9:00a  Worship Service 

In person and 
Online 

21 First Day of Summer

  1:30p  SAIL  
  6:00p  Hardanger Group 

22 
 10:00a  Tuesday Morning 

Bible Study 
 11:15a  Staff Meeting 

23 
   9:15a  Martha Circle 

24 
8:00a  Early Bible Study 

  1:30p  SAIL  

25 
10:00a  Grace Notes 

Mail Prep for 
Mailing 

26 

27 
  9:00a  Worship Service 

In person and 
Online 
Mid-year Annual  
Meeting following  
worship 

28
  1:30p  SAIL  
  6:00p  Hardanger Group 

29 
 10:00a  Tuesday Morning 

Bible Study 
 11:15a  Staff Meeting 

30 

CONFIRMATION CAMP 

HIGH SCHOOL TRIP: WCB 

HIGH SCHOOL TRIP: WCB 
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JUNE 
(The list below is to remind us to pray for our 

Grace family members on the following dates.) 
 

 1. Jenna Miller 

 2. Doris Miller 

 3. Vivian Miller 

 4. David & Kim Moen, 

  Daniel, Kristopher 

 5. Matt & Angela Moller, 

  Maggie, Judd, Greta, Cleo 

 6. Jody Mondeel 

 7. Jay & Myrna Montag 

 8. Bernice Moreau 

 9. Ross & Joan Moyer 

 10. Don & Melody Munden  

 11. Jim & Judy Munyer 

 12. Paul & Lorraine Nagel 

 13. Delores Nasby 

 14. Philip & Stacie Neal, Ashlyn 

 15. Pendra Nelsen 

 16. Andreas & Kelli Nelson 

 17. David & Kelli Nelson, Garrison  

 18. Derek & Sarah Nelson, Kaylie 

 19. LaDonna Nelson 

 20. Larry & Jean Nelson 

 21. Rodger Nelson 

 22. Ron & Deb Nelson 

 23. Steven Nelson 

 24. Tom & Angie Nelson, 

  Katelynn, Kameron 

 25. Stuart & Christie Ness, Travis, David 

 26. Sheryl Neve 

 27. Arlyne Newgard 

 28. Cindy Nguyen 

 29. Sandra Norby 

 30. Thayne Nordland 

  

Prayers of Healing 
Roger Bjorklund 
Judy Menssen 
Marjorie Dann 

Barbara Tullberg 
Solveig Peterson 
Truman Thrond 

Julie Olson 
(sister of Jeanne Schindler) 

Jane Buege 
Kathy Johnson 

(wife of Gaylen Johnson) 
 
 

Prayers for those Grieving 
Family and friends of Diane Natzel 

(sister of Marsha Smith) 
Family and friends of Jim Madson 

Family and friends of Reverend Roald Kindem 
Family and friends of Deb Brown 

(Sister of Geri (Jim) Veldman) 
 
 

Prayers of Joy 
The baptism of Garrison Nelson 

(son of David & Kelli (Schindler) Nelson) 
 

 

If you know anyone needing prayers of our con-
gregation, please let us know so we can include 
them on our list. Requests for the Prayer Chain 
can be arranged by calling the church office. 

U 
Pastoral Care 

To assist Pastor Shane and Pastor Dean in 
providing pastoral care for those hospitalized or 
homebound, please notify them of pending sur-
geries, overnight hospital stays, or individuals 
who would like a home visit. Hospital personnel 
do not always notify our church of our members 
who are in the hospital. 

Grace Prays 
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Caring and Sharing 
 

Debra & Jimmy Akemann 

Linda Andersen 

Pat & Alan Arends 

Jean Bergo 

Pat & Phil Blake 

Norena & Travis Brekke 

Angela Bryand 

Sheila and Bryan Calderon 

June & Delmon Claussen 

Jan & John Delle 

Pemble & Joel Erickson 

Gwen & Bill Groskurth 

Helen & Dennis Hamberg 

Mary Harriman 

Muriel & Bob Hoeg 

Colleen Ingvaldson 

Sandra Jimenez 

Margie Kirchner 

Della Leland 

Elaine Long 

Jane Madson 

Joan & Ross Moyer 

Karen & Gary Ohlman 

Ann & Rich Oliphant 

Carol & David Paschka 

Mary & John Penley 

Kathryn Peterson 

Julie Sternhagen 

Nicole Steven 

Jodi & Lee Walters 

Jen Zoller 

 

STUDY OPPORTUNITIES  
for Adults at Grace 
 

We invite you to join any of our regular Bible 
study groups at Grace Lutheran. 
 

Tuesday Morning Bible  
10:00-11:00 am  (In person) 
 

This study for women offers fellowship,  
singing, and great discussion. 
 

Thursday Morning Bible Study  
7:00-8:00 am  (In person) 
Consider joining this group where there is an 
opportunity for good discussion and good     
fellowship. 
 

Grace WELCA Women’s Circles 
Mary Circle (Does not meet during the summer)  
Lois Circle (Meets 4th Tuesday, 9:30 am) 
Martha Circle (Meets 4th Wednesday, 9:00 am)  
 

New members are always welcome! Call the 
church office, 373-6496, for more information. 

ONLINE GIVING 
Thank you for your generous gifts during this 
time. You can mail in or drop off your offering 
to the church or give electronically. 

Online: www.gracealbertlea.org/donate 
Mobile App: Give+ Mobile App.                      
Search “Grace Lutheran (Albert Lea)” 
Text: 833-939-1383 

More information can be found on our website 
at https://gracealbertlea.org/discipleship/giving/ 

 

PASTORAL ACTS FOR MAY 
 

BAPTISM 

Garrison Kenneth Nelson  
 

FUNERAL 

James Madson 
John Schreiber 

https://gracealbertlea.org/discipleship/giving/
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ALTAR GUILD 
In Memory Of: 
Jim Madson given by Mark, Karen, Sara & Amy 
Sanderson, Jim & Judy Munyer, Hazel Spiering, 
Mary Beese, LuVerne Godtland, Paul & Lorraine 
Nagel 
 

BACKPACK FOOD PROGRAMS 
In Memory Of: 
Cheryl Page given by Ona Meyer, Bill & Jane Buege 
Jim Madson given by Ray & Carol Petersen 
Gifts Given By: 
Security Bank, MN, Moscow Lutheran Church, Dale 
& Dorothy Baldwin 
 
BALL SCHOLARSHIP 
In Memory Of: 
Donna Ball given by Bob Ball & Laura McKibben 
Ruth McKibben given by Bob Ball & Laura 
McKibben 
Maragaret Ball on Mother’s Day given by Sharon 
Ball 
 

BATHROOM RENOVATION/BOILER/BUILDING/ 
ROOF/FURNACE FUND 
In Memory Of: 
Jim Madson given by Dex & Jan Henschel, Carlyn 
Tufte, Rex & Lois Stotts 
Larry Pearson given by Shirley Pearson 
Rev. Roald Kindem given by Kent Jasperson, Rex 
& Lois Stotts  
 

CAPTIAL CAMPAIGN 
In Memory Of: 
Julie Jasperson given by Kent Jasperson  
 

DON GROSS SCHOLARSHIP 
In Memory Of: 
Julie Jasperson given by Kent Jasperson 
 

FOOD SHELF 
In Memory Of: 
Cheryl Page given by Ross & Shelly Peterson 
Gifts Given By: 
Carroll & Mavis Hanson, Dale & Dorothy Baldwin 

GENERAL FUND 
Gift Given By: 
The Emil & Helen Lykken Fund 
 

LOVE OFFERING 
In Memory Of: 
Jim Madson given by Truman & Barbara Thrond, 
Dell & June Claussen, Judean & Carol Thompson, 
Gene & Diane Wangen, Theresa Harriman 
Rev. Roald Kindem given by Dex & Jan Henschel 
John Schreiber given by Jane Madson 
In Honor Of: 
Garrison Nelson’s Baptism given by Steven & 
Jody Bowron 
Gift Given By: 
Michael & Deborah Ryan 
 

MARTIN LUTHER FUND 
In Memory Of: 
Rev. Roald Kindem given by LuVerne Godtland 
Jim Madson given by Gerhard & Irmi Kleih, Ron & 
Betty Mathews, Dale & Dorothy Baldwin 
Clifford Engebretson given by LuVerne Godtland 
 

MEMORIAL FUND 
In Memory Of: 
Jim Madson given by Judy Hall, Lowell & Annette 
Bruns, Michael & Amy Petersen, James & Lonna 
Parker, Gordon & Lou Jean Nelson, Dave & Sally 
Skrlin, Truman & Barbara Thrond, Mick & Becky 
Hanson, Julie Gilbertson, , Linda Pierick, Michael & 
Karen Hendrickson, Allen & Dianne Lee, Judith 
Popp-Anderson, Steve & Cindy Merfeld, Paul & 
Cheryl Skatter, Gary & Sandra Thompson, Arlene 
Hobbiebrunken, Ron & Jeanette Johannsen  
Cheryl Page given by Truman & Barbara Thrond, 
Rex & Lois Stotts, Brad & Jody Kirchner, Bradley & 
Ann Kunst 
Garnet Folie given by Ross & Shelly Peterson 
Bob Moreau given by Ray Henderson 
 

MUSIC FUND 
In Memory Of: 
Robert Miller given by Kenneth & Athlene Gerber 
 

Gifts of Love 

Continued on page 13 
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PRAYER GARDEN 
In Memory Of: 
Cheryl Page given by Jim & LaJean Westeng 
Julie Jasperson given by Kent Jasperson 
Darlene Langfald given by sister, Marjorie Dann 
Angeline Overland given by Dell & June 
Claussen 
Gift Given By: 
Carroll & Mavis Hanson 
 
VAN (BUS) FUND 
Gift Given By: 
James & Debra Jahnke 

Gifts of Love Continued 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
In Memory Of: 
Jim Madson given by Jeff & Carol Olson 
Gift Given By: 
Carroll & Mavis Hanson 
 
 

 

The scholarship committee is excited to report that we received a record number of applications this 
year. We were very impressed by the students and we pray for God’s blessings on them as they begin 
a new chapter in their lives. While we regret that we could not give every student a scholarship, we are 
pleased to award the following scholarships: 

Godtland Scholarship – Mercedes Saltou 

Gertrude Hanson Memorial Scholarship – Dylan Carlson 

John and Alma Mathews Memorial Scholarship – Griffin Thompson 

Janice M. and Henry J. Guse Scholarship – Ellie Wallace 

Lindsey Loehr Diemer Memorial Scholarship – Delaney Meyer 

Lu Ryan Memorial Scholarship – Daleney Meyer 

Donna Ball Memorial Scholarship – Hannah Conn 

Donald Ball Memorial Scholarship - Griffin Thompson 

Laurence McGill Memorial Scholarship –Joshua Everett 

Delores Ost Scholarship – Alison Hanson 

Vern Jahnke Memorial Scholarship – Dylan Carlson 
Donald Gross Elementary Education Scholarship - Alison Hanson 
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QUARTERS FOR WORLD 
HUNGER 

WORLD HUNGER continues to rise! It is estimated 
that 1 of every 10 people in the world lives with 
food insecurity. The Corona virus continues to 
spread in spite of vaccinations and precautions.   
ELCA World Hunger is doing what they can to 
help...BUT they need our donations of money to 
help them do their work. Please continue to pray 
for the work done by ELCA World Hunger and give 
a donation to ELCA World Hunger. Thank You.  

 
 

 

 

 

92 Quilts and 27 Personal Care Kits were 
packed and were shipped with the Lutheran 
World Relief Ingathering at First Lutheran on 
May 15, 2021.  

GENEROSITY AT GRACE 

 

GIVING 
$39,585.55 

 

EXPENSES 
-$45,818.87 

YEAR TO DATE 
GIVING vs 
EXPENSES 
$63,333.333 

 

April 
2021 

Thanks for your attendance In Person or Online as we continue to be the church apart and together.  

Average 

ATTENDANCE 
Online was: 

346 per worship 

In person was: 
 93 per worship 

The Finance Ministry Team and Church Council appreciate your generous support. 
Your faithful Stewardship is essential for us to continue to support our ministries at Grace Lutheran. 

Remember your Coins 

for Sunday’s  Noisy 

Offering! 

 

NO FAIR TRADE 
COFFEE  
Until further notice 
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Front: Daleney Meyer, Nick Olson, Dylan Carlson, Joey Flores, Ethan Ball 
Back: Anna Grossklaus, Andi Birch, Josh Everett, Sam Witham, Trevor Ball 

Not included: Dakota Anderson, Jack Jellinger, Lydia Levi & Griffin Thompson 
 

BACCALAUREATE 
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Sunday Worship 
at 9:00 am 

In person and online 
 

Join your Grace family 
each Sunday! 

Grace Lutheran Church 
918 Garfield Avenue 
Albert Lea, MN 56007 
 
Telephone: 507-373-6496 
Email: office@gracealbertlea.org 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Albert Lea, MN 
Permit No. 208 

Summer Worship Service Schedule 


