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Pastor Shane Koepke 
Lead Pastor 
pastorshane@gracealbertlea.org 
 

Matthew 22:37-40 Jesus said to 
him, ‘ “You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two com-
mandments hang all the law and the prophets.’ 

Love the Lord your God…got it, not too bad, but 
then, we are asked…nope told to love our neighbor 
as ourselves. Love them like they are us, treat them 
as we treat ourselves. Ok, so I guess I’ll put them 
down with depreciating words and believe that they 
can’t accomplish everything they set out to do. 
Well, that’s the way we often love ourselves isn’t it? 
Negative self-talk and disbelief?  

Being a Christian is meant to not only allow us to 
freely love God, but also to be brave enough to love 
ourselves. And, if we love ourselves, then we know 
how to love others. The longer I think about this 
commandment by Jesus, the more I am convinced 
it’s not ONLY about actions toward others, but also 
actions we take toward loving ourselves. It seems 
to move in two directions, but yet they both lead to 
the same place: Love.  

Jesus is often teaching one lesson on the surface 
and then having another one sneak up right behind 
it. Love others as you love yourself. Oh yeah. I get 
that, oh wait, do I get that? Am I loving myself? If I 
cheat myself out of full living, how can I be giving 
away anything but the same to others?  

Love God, Love yourself, Love others. I think that’s 
the order in which it goes. Of course it’ll be messy 
as you practice this work, it’ll be tough and most of 
all I pray you see glimpses of the light. The comfort 
in loving yourself more fully, the freedom to share 
that love with others, and the ability to thank God all 
along this path.  

Peace as you journey deeper into love- PShane 

The Pastor’s Pen 

 

PASTORAL ACTS FOR JULY 

 

None Recorded 

FOR EVERYONE! 
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Pastor Dean Smith 
Associate Interim Paster 
pastordean@gracealbertlea.org 

 
Take Your Toys Out of the Box 

Question:  Are toys meant to be played with or col-
lected in dust-resistant, UV-protected boxes which 
will keep them perfect forever? Now that I have 
reached an age at which some of my toys have be-
come “collector’s items,” I have occasionally felt a 
pang of regret that I had been so careless as to re-
move my toys from their packages. In the ignorance 
of my youth, I even dared to play with them. In the 
extravagance of my adulthood, I let my kids play with 
them! Just think what some of them would be worth 
if they were still in mint condition and still in the box! I 
have seen internet auctions in which toys—the same 
toys I played with as a kid—have fetched incredibly 
high prices. What was I thinking?!?! 

Thankfully, those moments of regret are fleeting. I 
soon remember the fun I had running my Matchbox 
cars down the driveway. My Star Wars action figures 
were good for many backyard adventures. My kids 
all enjoyed flying my X-Wing fighter and Millennium 
Falcon around the living room.  

As Buzz Lightyear resolves to rescue his friend 
Woody in “Toy Story 2,” he says, “Somewhere in that 
pad of stuffing is a toy who taught me that life's only 
worth living if you're being loved by a kid. And I trav-
eled all this way to rescue that toy because I be-
lieved him.” The movie reminds us that purpose of a 
toy is play! Toys are supposed to be used. The fun, 
the fantasy, the play, the discovery, the use…those 
are the rewards of having a toy. 

Those are the same rewards we reap when we use 
the gifts that God has given us. In worship on July 
18, we took time to write out some of the gifts we 
had recognized in ourselves. There were some won-
derful examples—including gifts of humor, kindness, 
teaching, loving, patience, baking, quilting, love of 

sports, outgoing friendships…and so many more! 
We composed a spectacular list! 

All of the gifts recorded on post-it notes share two im-
portant characteristics: they are useful and valuable!  

This summer, we’ve been exploring the idea of voca-
tion—God’s calling on our lives to let our lights shine 
for the sake of God’s glory and for building up the 
Body of Christ. I hope you enjoyed some of the 
thought-provoking messages and activities. We have 
another invitation to make as we further seek to live 
into our congregation’s mission of bringing people 
together to become disciples for Christ. 

On Sunday, September 12, you’re invited to consider 
how your unique set of gifts, interests, and abilities 
meet up with real needs in our community. Several 
organizations—some from Grace and many from 
outside Grace—will invite you to investigate opportu-
nities to put your gifts to use as a volunteer. I hope 
you’ll plan to participate in the Volunteer Fair with a 
heart and mind that is ready to hear what the proph-
et Isaiah heard. God said to Isaiah, ”See! I am doing 
a new thing.” (God says it all the time, actually.)  

Take those amazing gifts of yours out of the pack-
aging! They’re meant to be used…perhaps in ways 
you’ve never imagined. Enjoy the adventure! 

The Associate Pastor’s Corner 
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Deacon Robert Tewes, 
Director of Worship and Music 
music@gracealbertlea.org 

 
As we have been highlighting the 

gifts of our members during the month of July, it has 
been meaningful to hear so many different voices 
and instruments share their musical talents with us 
in our worship services. 

Thank you to everyone who has sung a song or 
played an instrument this summer to enhance our 
services. Thank you to those of you who suggested 
a favorite hymn that we have been singing together 
during these months, as well. 

As we look forward to September and the start of 
the program year here at Grace, we anticipate be-

ing able to launch the music ministry in a more fa-
miliar manner, especially as vaccination rates con-
tinue to improve in our state and community. At this 
time, we plan to reconvene both vocal and instru-
mental ensembles in the fall. 

As that exciting time grows closer, please give seri-
ous thought to how you might engage in the music 
ministry of Grace in the coming year. We are al-
ways so eager to have new participants join our 
ranks. 

The specific start dates for each of the ensembles 
will be listed in next month’s “Grace Notes.”   

Enjoy this final stretch of summer and then get ex-
cited with me about new opportunities for service in 
September!  

Deacon Robert Tewes 

Musings 

God’s work - Our hands Sunday is Sunday, September 12th. This is a day that we are 
called to live out our faith through action. This year, there will be a new opportunity offered at 
Grace. A Volunteer Fair is being planned for that day. Organizations, committees and agen-
cies from both inside and outside of Grace will be offering one-time volunteer opportunities. 
Members of the Grace family will be invited to explore those opportunities and then to decide 
where their particular gifts and interests might fit. People will not only have the chance to 
meet specific needs that exist in the community; they will also have the chance to develop 
relationships and connections within our community. The Volunteer Fair offers all of us a 
chance to serve and love our neighbor in ways that benefit the community by ‘doing God’s 

work with our hands’.  Watch for upcoming information about this exciting event. 
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Ashley Kuhlman, 
Youth Director 
youth@gracealbertlea.org 
1-651-280-9502 
 

This summer has been busy with 
our Children, Youth & Family Programming. In June 
we had 22 youth attend Confirmation Camp and 5 
youth attend Wilderness Canoe Base for a week in 
the Boundary Waters (you can find photos on the 
inside back cover). In July we had Vacation Bible 
School where a group gathered for a Saturday 
morning of learning about the gifts that God has 
provided with us (you can find photos on the front 
cover). What a fun group we had for games, min-
gling, and praying with one another!   

This month Pastor Dean and Ashley are actively 
working on planning our Fall Programming. Fami-
lies will be contacted this month or in early Septem-
ber with more details. 

Current 7th – 8th Grade Confirmation Meeting 
Families of this age group will be receiving details 
this month regarding Confirmation information about 
this upcoming school year. Plan to gather the even-
ing of September 1st for a Confirmation Parent 
Meeting. If you are unsure if you are on our mailing 
list or are new to Grace, please contact Ashley 
Kuhlman at youth@gracealbertlea.org to receive 
information regarding Confirmation.   

Current 9th Grade Confirmation Meeting Fami-
lies of 9th graders will be receiving details this month 
regarding Confirmation this fall. Plan to gather the 
evening of September 1st for a Confirmation Parent 
Meeting. Mark your calendars for Confirmation Sun-
day to be October 31st.  

Looking for Confirmation Leaders We need 3 
adults to serve as Small Group Leaders this school 
year in walking beside our youth as they learn and 
grow in their faith. If interested or would like more 
information, contact Ashley Kuhlman at 
youth@gracealbertlea.org 

9th – 12th Grade Parent & Youth Survey Families 
have been sent a link to fill out a survey regarding 
our 9th – 12th grade programming for the 2021-2022 
school year. Please fill out this survey to allow us to 
begin making plans, including our summer trip to 
the ELCA Youth Gathering next summer.  

College & Young Adults Information We are col-
lecting addresses and updates on our young adults 
in our congregation! We will be sending letters and 
care packages to our young adults who are in col-
lege or who graduated high school recently. Please 
send Ashley their school year addresses.   

Grace Children, Youth and Family Ministry 

Jeff, Alex, Ace, Jaylee, Gracie and Kaitlyn 
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Lori Tuchtenhagen, 
Parish Nurse 
parishnurse@gracealbertlea.org 
 

Dear Friends of Grace Lutheran 

Summer goes so fast, and we now start to plan for 
our school year. I'd like to take a moment to review 
some safety reminders for young and old. Let us all 
enjoy a safe and blessed summer.  

As school starts, many of our children will walk or 
ride their bikes to school so it seems timely to offer 
a few reminders about traffic safety. Car crashes 
injure and kill more kids than any disease. Children 
age 12 and under should never ride in the front 
seat if the vehicle has an airbag. This includes chil-
dren and infants in car safety seats. If used proper-
ly, child safety seats and safety belts protect chil-
dren in a crash and save lives. Kids learn traffic 
safety by watching and doing. Parents should be 
role models for their children. Take your children for 

walks and practice these safety steps: stop at the 
curb or edge of the road; listen and look for traffic to 
the left, to the right and to the left again. Wait until 
the street is clear and keep looking until you have 
safely crossed. Supervise children until they be-
come safe pedestrians. Teach them to use side-
walks, to walk facing traffic where there are no 
sidewalks, and to not "dart out" into traffic. When 
biking always observe these rules of the road: stop 
before riding into traffic from driveways, parking 
lots, sidewalks and alleys. Look left, look right and 
then look left again. Ride on the right, with traf-
fic. Obey stop signs and traffic lights. Walk, do not 
ride bikes through busy intersections. Look back 
and yield to traffic coming from behind before turn-
ing left at intersections. Remember-always wear 
your bike helmet! 

Peace be with you 
Lori Tuchtenhagen,  
Parish nurse 

Parish Nurse Notes 
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June 13, 2021, 6:30 pm  

 1. Call to Order and Roll  
The meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Tims at 6:30 pm. 

 2. Opening Devotion: Pastor Shane 

 3. Open Forum 
Opportunity for visitors to address the Coun-
cil. The Council's intent for this open forum is 
to provide a time of listening. Each person 
addressing the Council is asked to be re-
spectful of others wishing also to address the 
council. Council reserves the right to manage 
the time allotted for this time of listening. 

  No items.  

4. Approval of Today's Agenda  
Motion by Drommerhausen and second by 
Sorenson to approve the agenda for the 
meeting. The motion was approved.   

 5. Financial Report 
Giving remains constant. Expenditures are 
in line with the budget. The PPP loan gives 
a healthy picture of the budget. Motion by 
Palmer and second by Schindler to accept 
the financial report as submitted. The motion 
was approved. 

  6. Approval of Minutes     
Approval of the minutes of June 15, 2021, 
meeting. Motion by Sorenson and second 
by Drommerhausen. The motion was ap-
proved.     

 7. Reports  
• Lead Pastor Report: Pastor Koepke 

The pastors are continuing with the ser-
mon series regarding vocations in the 
church and outside of the church build-
ing. How do we serve the congregation 
and community?   

Pastor Shane will be on vacation the last 
week of July, with other staff away from 
the church the first week of August.  

• Interim Associate Pastor Report:  
Pastor Dean 
Pastor Dean submitted this written     
report: 

Highlights 
Our current worship series on vocation. 
Preparing for VBS for Everyone! 
Holding meetings to plan a Volunteer 
Fair for September (God’s Work. Our 
Hands.) 

 Upcoming 
VBS for Everybody will be July 17 and 
18. Faith Formation isn’t just for kids. 
People of all ages are invited for a time 
of exploring faith, faith-oriented play, and 
(hopefully!) some cross-generational 
faith conversation. These kinds of 
events are directly connected to the 
2020-2025 Strategic Plan. 

Volunteer Fair on September 12. Ques-
tion:  what service organizations do you 
know that regularly engage volunteers? 
Please forward those to me so we can 
invite them to come. 

 Family 
Vacation – We are going to Virginia (the 
state) to see my mother and brothers for 
the first time since Christmas, 2019 dur-
ing the first week in August. 

• Deacon’s Report and Technology:  
Deacon Bob Tewes 

• Good response to congregation’s favor-
ite hymns. Will continue to utilize these 
hymns in the Sunday worship. Good re-
sponse to the need for special music 

Church Council Minutes 

Continued on page 8 
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over the summer. Will continue the 
summer with online devotionals on 
Wednesdays . 

• Commission & Committee Report 
Highlights 
No items 

8. Old Business   
• Capital Campaign/Bathroom            

remodeling: Update 
Only a little work is left on the bath-
rooms. The balance of expenses asso-
ciated with the Capital was $62,581. 
Campaign balance $42,082.00. We are 
short $20,499.00. However, Thrivent 
has agreed to match $10,000.00 in do-
nation which would clear any deficit . 

• Constitution 
Revised and sent to the SEMN Synod 
for review. Council discussed the value 
of the council and relationship in the 
council settings.  

75th Celebration: October 10, 2021 
Letters have been sent to former pas-
tors as well as the sons and daughters 
of Grace to speak/preach for the cele-
bration. Letters have been sent to the 
charter members of Grace to share 
their thoughts and memories of a new 
church. Discussion was held to possi-
bly read these remembrances on 
YouTube as well. 

 9. New/Other Business 
Review of mid-year gathering. The June 
meeting was successful in the congrega-
tional response. Discussion was held to 
repeat the mid-year gathering in 2022 for 
more congregational involvement as well 
as continuing to involve the Grace 
“snowbirds.” 

 10. Election of Vice-President 
 Motion, seconded to nominate Malana 
Thompson as Council Vice President, Cor-
rine Tims as Council President, and Laura 
McKibbin as Secretary. Pastor Shane – 
Drommerhausen – passed. Motion ap-
proved. 

Grace Foundation Officers will remain the 
same, Matt Kermes - Chairman, Bruce Ol-
son – Vice Chairman, Steve Bracker – Sec-
retary. 

Council Meeting Night Change 
Due to Pastor Dean’s class schedule, the 
council meetings will be held on the second 
Monday of each month. 

Kitchen Cleanup 
Kitchen cleaning was discussed as to the 
overall remodeling done in the Capital Cam-
paign. It was discussed to possibly have the 
kitchen professionally cleaned. It is im-
portant to have the “deep” cleaning corre-
spond to food industry standards. 

Other Items 
Communion will continue in the pews until 
September 12th. The ropes will come down 
on Sunday, July 18th. Adult forum will begin 
in September in the Fireside Room. 

 11. Prayer Intercessions 
 Pastor Shane entertained prayer requests 
and led the council in final prayers.  

 12. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned by President 
Tims at 7:50 pm.   
 

Respectfully submitted, Jim Munyer 
Grace Lutheran Church Interim Council Secretary 

Church Council Minutes 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
  9:00a  Worship Service 
             In person and 
             Online 
 
 

2  
   1:30p  SAIL  
   6:00p  Hardanger Group 
 

 

  3 

10:00a  Tuesday Morning  
             Bible Study 
11:15a  Staff Meeting 
 
 

   

 4 
   9:00a  Sewing Day 

 
   
 
 
 
 

5 

  8:00a  Early Bible Study 
   1:30p  SAIL  

 
 
  

6 7 

 

8  
  9:00a  Worship Service 
             In person and 
             Online 
 
 

9   
   1:30p  SAIL  
   6:00p  Hardanger Group 
   6:30p  Council Meeting 
 
 
   

10 

10:00a  Tuesday Morning  
             Bible Study 
11:15a  Staff Meeting 
   
 
    
 

11 
  
   

12 
  8:00a  Early Bible Study 
   1:30p  SAIL  
 
   
 
 
 

13 

 

        

14 

 
 
 

15  Newsletter Deadline      
  9:00a  Worship Service 
             In person and 
             Online 

 
 
   

16  
   1:30p  SAIL  
   6:00p  Hardanger Group 
 
 
 
 

17  
10:00a  Tuesday Morning  
             Bible Study 
11:15a  Staff Meeting 
  6:30p  Altar Guild Meeting 
 

18 

   9:00a  Sewing Day 
 
    

19  
   8:00a  Early Bible Study 
   1:30p  SAIL  
 
 
 

20  21  
   
              

22  
  9:00a  Worship Service 
             In person and 
             Online 
 

23  
   1:30p  SAIL  
   6:00p  Hardanger Group 
 
 

 
 

24  
  9:30a  Lois Circle 
10:00a  Tuesday Morning  
             Bible Study 
11:15a  Staff Meeting 
 

25  
   9:15a  Martha Circle 
    
 
 
   
    

26 
  8:00a  Early Bible Study 
   1:30p  SAIL  
   
  

27  
 10:00a  Grace Notes  
              Mail Prep for  
              Mailing 

28  
 

29  
  9:00a  Worship Service 
             In person and 
             Online 
 
     
 
 
 

30 

  
 
 
11:00a  Red Cross  
              Blood Drive 
   1:30p  SAIL  
   6:00p  Hardanger Group 

31  
10:00a  Tuesday Morning  
             Bible Study 
11:15a  Staff Meeting 

 
 
 

    

PLEASE NOTE: DATES, TIMES AND EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 
For updates, please check our website, Facebook, or call the church office. 
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Grace Prays 

AUGUST 
(The list below is to remind us to pray for our 

Grace family members on the following dates.) 
 

 1. Terry & Carol Perkins 

 2. Lester Perschbacher 

 3. David & Candace Pesch, Alexis, Noah 

 4. Cole & Katie Pestorious, 

  Danica, Bridget, Cael 

 5. Andy & Keli Petersen, 

  Jackson, Samuel 

 6. Larry & Sandra Petersen 

 7. Carol Peterson 

 8. Elisa Peterson, Keira 

 9. Kathryn Peterson 

 10. Lowell & Barbara Peterson  

 11. Mary Peterson 

 12. Ross & Shelly Peterson, 

  Robert, Ryan 

 13. Scott Peterson, Analynn 

 14. Solveig Peterson 

 15. Terry & Nancy Peterson 

 16. Josh & Stacy Pfenning, Grace 

 17. Linda Pierick  

 18. Mary Pirsig 

 19. Michael & Pam Pleiss 

 20. Doreen Pontow 

 21. Sally Pratt 

 22. Shawn & Lisa Prihoda, 

  Michele, Jacob, Ava, Derek 

 23. Dan & Joyce Purdy 

 24. Jim & Jenn Quiram, Erica, Ashley 

 25. Dennis & Teresa Raatz, Megan 

 26. Dustin & Kim Rafdal, Mason, Gavin 

 27. Steve Rafdal 

 28. David Rake 

 29. Orvis Rake 

 30. Susan Ranney 

 31. Gail Rasmussen 

Prayers of Healing 
 Greg Witham 

Gwen Baas 
Sue Ranney 

Anna Nottleson 
(Granddaughter of Judy Menssen) 

Arlene Levine 
Roger Bjorklund 
Judy Menssen 
Marjorie Dann 

Solveig Peterson 
Truman Thrond 

Julie Olson 
(Sister of Jeanne Schindler) 

Jane Buege 
 
 

Prayers for those Grieving 
Family and friends of Melvin Stoa 

(Father of Hazel Spiering) 
Family and friends of Kathy Diaz 

 

Prayers of Joy 
The gifts God has given each of us. 

Going back to school 
Our teachers, educators and school staff 

 
If you know anyone needing prayers of our con-
gregation, please let us know so we can include 
them on our list. Requests for the Prayer Chain 
can be arranged by calling the church office. 
 

U 
Pastoral Care 

To assist Pastor Shane and Pastor Dean in 
providing pastoral care for those hospitalized or 
homebound, please notify them of pending sur-
geries, overnight hospital stays, or individuals 
who would like a home visit. Hospital personnel 
do not always notify our church of our members 
who are in the hospital. 
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Caring and Sharing 

 

Peggy & David Anderson 

Jan Doyle 

Julie & David Drommerhausen 

Bev & Wes Evans 

Dawn & Melvin Gilbertson 

Nancy & Mark Greiner 

Nancy & Rolin Hoium 

Sharon & Wayne Jahnke 

Liz & Troy Johnson 

Janelle & Shane Koepke 

Jeanne & David Lundak 

Elaine & Cecil Learn 

Mardelle & Virgil Loge 

Treasa & James Love 

Danette & Dale Meyer 

Myrna & Jerald Montag 

Carole & Rodger Nelson 

Stacy & Josh Pfenning 

Jenny & Phil Scott 

Cynthia & Mike Severson 

Sally & David Skrlin 

Virginia Sorenson 

Lynn & Randy Stay 

Carmen Steele 

Andrea & Mark Stotts 

Lois & Rex Stotts 

Judith & Daryl Swee 

Marlene Tasker 

Sandra & Gary Thompson 

 

STUDY OPPORTUNITIES  
for Adults at Grace 
 

We invite you to join any of our regular Bible 
study groups at Grace Lutheran. 
 

Tuesday Morning Bible  
10:00-11:00 am  (In person) 

This study for women offers fellowship, and 
great discussion. 
 

Thursday Morning Bible Study  
7:00-8:00 am  (In person) 
Consider joining this group where there is an 
opportunity for good discussion and good     
fellowship. 
 

Grace WELCA Women’s Circles 
Mary Circle (Does not meet during the summer)  
Lois Circle (Meets 4th Tuesday, 9:30 am) 
Martha Circle (Meets 4th Wednesday, 9:00 am)  
 

New members are always welcome! Call the 
church office, 373-6496, for more information. 

The Altar Guild will be meeting 
 

Tuesday, August 17th 
 at 6:30 pm 

in the Sanctuary. 
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BACKPACK FOOD PROGRAMS 
In Memory Of: 
Jeff Braun given by Ross & Joyce Hansen 
Gifts Given By: 
One in Christ Lutheran Parish 

 
BALL SCHOLARSHIP 
In Memory Of: 
Kathy Diaz given by Bob Ball & Laura McKibben 

 
BATHROOM RENOVATION/BOILER/BUILDING/ 
ROOF/FURNACE FUND 
In Memory Of: 
Julie Jasperson given by Kent Jasperson 
Gift Given By: 
David & Jeanne Lundak, Tuesday Morning Wom-
en’s Bible Study, Faith Ryan 

 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
In Memory Of: 
Dorothy Schoonover given by Virginia Sorenson 
Lucy Gripentrog given by Virginia Sorenson 
Julie Jasperson given by Kent Jasperson 

 
FOOD SHELF 
Gift Given By: 
Mary Peterson 

 
LOVE OFFERING 
Gift Given By: 
Craig & Becky Loehr 
 
MARTIN LUTHER FUND 
In Memory Of: 
Dean Claussen, grandfather of Pastor Shane 
Koepke given by LuVerne Godtland 
 

MCGILL SCHOLARSHIP 
In Memory Of: 
Laurence McGill given by Dennis & Nancy McGill 

MEMORIAL FUND 
In Memory Of: 
Lucy Gripentrog given by Joel & Pembie Erickson 
Lucy Gripentrog my neighbor & friend given by 
Arlene Hobbiebrunken 
Gloria Ugland given by LaVerne Seberson 
 

PRAYER GARDEN 
In Memory Of: 
Julie Jasperson given by Kent Jasperson 
Lucy Gripentrog given by Dex & Janet Henschel, 
Judy Christianson 
Gift Given By: 
Richard & Darlene Jordahl 
 

WORLD HUNGER 
Gift Given By: 
Richard & Darlene Jordahl 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
In Memory Of: 
Jerry Johnson (brother) given by Beverly Evans 
Gift Given By: 
Jeff & Carol Olson, Carroll & Mavis Hanson 

 

U 
 

 

Gifts of Love 
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Creation Care Corner 

Grace Meetings and Activities 

WOMEN OF GRACE 
Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America – WELCA - What is the future of WELCA 
at Grace? This will be the main discussion during 
our September 9, 2021 meeting. All women who 
are members of Grace Lutheran Church are 
members of WELCA and are invited to attend. 
Please join us September 9, 2021 at 6:30 pm. 
Please call Jane Smith, 715-346-4036 if you have 
any questions. 
 

TUESDAY MORNING WOMEN’S     
BIBLE STUDY 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study meets at 10:00 am 
every Tuesday in the Fireside Room. We are going 
to start the study of Revelations in August. If inter-
ested please call 507-456-3186 so study guides 
can be ordered. 
 

THURSDAY MORNING                  
BIBLE STUDY 
The Thursday Morning Bible study group is meet-
ing each week in person at 7:00 am in the Fireside 
Room. All are welcome to join! 

SAIL  
SAIL meets in person, in the Fellowship Hall, Mon-
day’s and Thursday’s at 1:30 pm. COVID guidelines 
will be followed. 

SAIL is an evidence-based program proven to pre-
vent falls through providing exercise classes, educa-
tional information and wellness self-assessments. 

Designed for older adults, SAIL classes include 
strength, balance, flexibility and aerobic training. 
Performing exercises that improve strength, balance 
and fitness are the most important activity that adults 
can do to stay active independent. Please contact 
the office at 507-373-6496 for more information. 
 

GRACE SENIORS 
Grace Seniors returns in September! The format of 
monthly (September to May) guest speakers and 
coffee fellowship returns on Wednesday Septem-
ber 22nd at 2:00 pm in the Fireside Room. Grace 
Seniors is coordinated by Gary and Jeanne 
Schindler. Contact them to suggest speakers. 

"I arise each day 
Through the strength of heaven: 
Light of sun, 
Radiance of moon, 
Splendor of fire, 
Speed of lightning,  
Swiftness of wind,  
Depth of sea 
Stability of earth, 
Firmness of rock." 
 
 

-Adapted from an early Irish song attributed to St. 
Patrick, From A Grateful Heart: Daily Blessings for 
the Evening Meal from Buddha to the Beatles, 
Edited by M.J. Ryan 

Photo Credit: Benjamin Staudinger  (Source: Wikimedia Commons) 
License: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en 
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Shane Koepke 
Lead Pastor 

pastorshane@gracealbertlea.org 
 

Dean Smith 
Associate 

Interim Pastor 
pastordean@gracealbertlea.org 

 
Office Hours 

9:00 am―5:00 pm 
Monday—Friday 
507-373-6496 

 
Worship Services 

Sunday Worship 
9:00 am in person and online 

 
GRACE NOTES 

is published monthly by 
Grace Lutheran Church 

918 Garfield Avenue 
Albert Lea, MN 56007 

 

www.gracealbertlea.org 
www.facebook.com/ 

GraceAlbertLea 

QUARTERS FOR    
WORLD HUNGER 

YOUR QUARTERS have been working hard 
around the world. In Lebanon, following a horrific 
explosion in Beirut (which exacerbated the spread 
of COVID-19) your quarters rushed aid to the blast 
zone. Because of your help, families were able to 
repair shattered windows and doors, and stay safe 
and warm during the winter. You also helped deliv-
er emergency food and replaced essential house-
hold appliances that were damaged in the blast.  
THANK YOU! 

GENEROSITY AT GRACE 

 

GIVING 
$28,188.29 

 

EXPENSES 
-$46,952.63 

YEAR TO DATE 
GIVING vs 
EXPENSES 
$104,841.59 

 

JUNE 
2021 

Thanks for your attendance In Person or Online as we continue to be the church apart and together.  

Average 

ATTENDANCE 
Online was: 

387 per worship 

In person was: 
 106 per worship 

The Finance Ministry Team and Church Council appreciate your generous support. 
Your faithful Stewardship is essential for us to continue to support our ministries at Grace Lutheran. 

Remember your Coins 

for Sunday’s  Noisy 

Offering! 

 

NO FAIR TRADE 
COFFEE  
Until further notice 

http://www.gracealbertlea.org
http://www.facebook.com/GraceAlbertLea
http://www.facebook.com/GraceAlbertLea


 15 

Wilderness Canoe Base Youth Trip 2021 
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Sunday Worship 
at 9:00 am in person 
and online. 
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