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N e w s l e t t e r

EMANATIONS FROM EVIE

     Not long ago, I read an article about kindness. The article lifted up Mother Teresa as an example of 
someone who was profoundly kind. When I was a young pastor serving in Sunnyvale I had the great 
privilege of meeting Mother Teresa. She had come to the South Bay Area on a speaking tour and the 
organizers of the tour wanted pastors from the area to come and sit on the stage behind her as she 
spoke. Though I was a junior member of the pastoral staff of the church, at the time I was the only 
pastor available to attend the event. I readily accepted the invitation.
     Following her speech, Mother Teresa took time to individually meet and greet each of us who had 
made up her backdrop of local religious representatives. What I remember most about that meeting was 
how small and gentle and genuine the woman was. 

The article on kindness said, 
“We revere Mother Teresa as a great person, but as she continually said, we are not called 
to do great things; we are called to do ordinary things with great love. We marvel at her 
impact on the world, when the only power she had was her kindness. But we shouldn't 
marvel. Hidden in simple kindness is the power to change a situation, change a life, change 
the world. What is God's power in the world, even the power to create the universe, but 
God's overflowing kindness? All the great spiritual teachers tell us this: that loving kindness 
is not a little thing, or even an ordinary thing. It is a superpower.” (Steve Garnaas-Holmes, 
Unfolding Light)

     The superpower of kindness. How true this is. We don’t often think of kindness as a superpower but 
we should. Mother Teresa, with her petite demeanor and quiet voice, appeared to be anything but 
powerful, yet she did change lives and changed the world for many people. We have that same 
superpower; the ability to share God’s love and care with others. The ability to be kind.
     We often forget we have the power. Forget what a difference a simple act of kindness can make. 
Recent research has found that witnessing an act of kindness, even to a stranger, increases a person's 
compassion toward others. Kindness is even contagious!
     You and I may not be up for sainthood any time soon but we can be bearers of God’s love and grace. 
Where will you use your kindness superpower today?

Faithfully, 
Evie

A Superpower
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Worship and Music  Barb Overholt • Elder
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It was a worship service like no other! We worshiped 
together in song and the hymns were our sermon to each 
other. Pastor Evie and choir director Hugh McDevitt 
prefaced each hymn with a little bit of background on 
its origin. Thank you to Alfred Morikang for being our 
liturgist. What a memorable and heart-felt experience 
this service was. Let’s do this again!
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For such a small church, we have been blessed with so many talented individuals who give of themselves 
in so many ways. A portion of this service was dedicated to acknowledging the gifts of music through a 
“Litany for Commissioning of Church Music Leaders.” We wanted to recognize and commission those 
who have responded to God’s call by sharing their gifts in and love for music in our church. Elder Barb 
Overholt led this commission where the choirs and congregation responded in kind.

Pianist Tiffany Shi, guitarist Dave Robertson,
singers Hugh and Debbie McDevitt and 

Cathy Williams perform Terry Butler’s 
“Deep, Deep Love.”

Elder of Worship and Music, Barb Overholt presents the 
“Litany for Commissioning of Church Music Leaders.”

N  N  m  N  N
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Continuing to rejoice in the life we have in Christ, we welcomed 
Young Hall into the life of the church by her profession of faith. 
Pastor Evie along with Clerk Steve DeJarnett led the “Service of 
Reception of New Member.” Young is Spirit-filled and has a beautiful 
soprano voice, and is a new member of STHPC’s Chancel Choir. We 
welcome her with open arms into our church family.

Sunday, September 22
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Wow! If you have never heard a sermon given by Pastor Isabella 
Nyakunby, you have missed the experience of God’s miraculous 
Spirit speak from within her! Passionate, energizing, love- and Spirit-filled – that’s Pastor Isabella. “AMEN!” 
Need I say more ...

Talented eleven-year-old Miyah Ngwa 
stepped up to the pulpit for the first time as 
our liturgist and performed her task quite 
skillfully indeed. Thank you, Miyah! Elder 
Marilyn Morikang was on hand to speak 
with our children about fear and how we 
can overcome our fears by remembering to 
turn to God.
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We were blessed with the opportunity to once again welcome Elder Jane 
Odell back to our pulpit! Her sermon consisted of a variety of short stories 
wherein people, from all walks of life, truly listened to the many ways God was 
speaking to them; their responses to God’s call, and how lives were forever and 
wonderfully changed. Elder Marilyn Morikang spoke to the children on the 
many ways God nudges them to act and respond in loving ways. Elder  Bob 
Toche was on hand to speak on the Peace and Global Witness Offering, an 
organization promoting the peace of Christ by addressing systems of injustice 
in our communities and around the world.

Pastor Evie and Young Hall.

Miyah Ngwa • Liturgist

Pastor Isabella Nyakunby

Elder Jane Odel
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Welcome back Pastor Evie! We celebrated World Communion 
Sunday and launched our Stewardship Campaign. Elders 
Emmanuel Ngwa, Cathy Warrick and Paul Elliot stepped up 
to the pulpit to talk about their ministries and where time, 
talent and treasures are most needed. Barb Overholt was our 
liturgist and the children were given a tour of the Communion 
Table explaining why we take communion and the variety of 
breads that were presented to represent the diversity of God’s 
followers. A celebratory birthday cake for Veraline Mudoh 
was enjoyed by all for our Fellowship Hour.

Pastor Evie explains communion
to the children.

.FFU�0VS�/FXFTU�)FBWFOMZ�8BSCMFST

Soprano Young Hall recently joined STHPC 
and started singing with the choir this past 
summer. She loves to worship and praise 
God through her singing. Tenor Paul Fullmer 
works as a volunteer coordinator for Mission 
Hospice & Home Care where he arranges 
opportunities for volunteers to provide respite 
and companionship for patients facing terminal 
illness and their families. Paul has sung in a 
variety of musical groups, including a high-
school barbershop quartet and as a singer/
dancer at Great America, where he performed 
six days a week in the “Smurf Show” and the 
“‘50s Musical.” Alto section leader Naomi 

Hartwig joined the choir last spring. She 
recently graduated from SJSU with a Master’s 
of Music in Choral Conducting, where she sang 
in the Choraliers and studied with Dr. Jeffrey 

Benson. She is in her first year as the choral director at Presentation High School in San José. She also 
sings with Peninsula Cantare. Bass section leader Kevin Schoenfeld is another recent SJSU graduate with a 
Bachelor’s degree in music. While at SJSU, Kevin directed the men’s a cappella group Pitch Please. Kevin 
also sings with Resounding Achord, the San Francisco-based barbershop chorus Fog City Singers and The 
Directors’ Cut, a barbershop quartet.

Hugh McDevitt • STHPC Chancel Choir Director

(L-R): Soprano Young Hall, Tenor Paul Fullmer,
Alto section leader Naomi Hartwig,

Bass section leader Kevin Schoenfeld.
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Worship and Music’s
Advent Calendar

Decorating the Sanctuary for Advent
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First Sunday of Advent
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Community Christmas Dinner
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Second Sunday of Advent
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Third Sunday of Advent 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
and Communion
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Happy New Year!
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Sunday, October 13
“Time, Talent, Treasures”
Psalm 8, 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

Our Cameroon Choir 
was on hand to sing 
“Praise the Savior 
Ye Who Know Him” 
(Introit), “Make Me an 
Instrument” (Anthem), 
and “Jesus Christ the 
Same” for our Offertory.

Beatrice Toche       (Elder of 
Membership/Outreach/
Visibility) and Mojoko 
Sona (Administration) 

presented their Stewardship Moments for Mission. 
We welcomed Gladys Ndifon as our liturgist 
and the Children’s Sermon included how to be 
good stewards in sharing our many gifts with one 
another.

Gladys Ndifon,
Liturgist.

Serving in Worship ...
Please join me in thanking those who offer 
their time in leading our church family 
in quality worship each week. If you are 
interested in becoming a liturgist or an usher, 
please contact Elder Barb Overholt or Pastor 
Evie.

Our USHERS
in September and October:

Paul and Cheryl Elliot, Barb Overholt, Merry 
Leatherbarrow, Jim and Sally McClure, Laurie 
Boggs, Jerry and Carol Miller, Angelina Red, 
Rebecca Elliot, Marylyn Goode, Jay Hartley, 
Christ De La Roca.

Our LITURGISTS
in September and October:

Veraline Mudoh, Lucas Mudoh, Rebecca 
Elliot, Miyah Ngwa, Marylyn Goode, Barb 
Overholt, Gladys Ndifon, Jordan Archuleta.

N  N  m  N  N
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 CHURCH & WORLD MINISTRY
STHPC is being featured on the Presbyterian website 
for our involvement with our community, you can check 
it out by following this link 
https://www.facebook.com/Peace-and-Justice-
Working-Group-109833840396209/?
modal=admin_todo_tour 

Thank you, Holly Brady and Collette Lynner for visiting 
our church on September 22 to talk about Peace and 
Justice projects in the Presbytery! 

Workday at SMUM 

On Oct. 5, 
8 of our 
members 
(Cheryl and 
Paul Elliot, 
Carol and 
Jerry Miller, 

Caryl Brown, Vicki O’Hara, Yvonne Miller, and Cathy 
Warrick) spent the morning at Santa Maria Urban 
Ministry. We checked and removed bad apples from 
24 boxes on a pallet. Some went through about 36 
boxes of oil and spices – separating them. Two people 
put together the food boxes for clients. It is always an 
interesting place to work. 
Mojoko’s Offering 
The offering taken at Mojoko’s Birthday Celebration 
was for mission projects, local and in Cameroon (e.g. 
to help a maternity hospital). Church and World voted 
that the entire offering ($2700) be given to the 

Cameroon projects. Many thanks to all who 
contributed to this offering. 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) 
We put in an announcement in the bulletin to request 
donations to help PDA with their work in the Bahamas 
after Hurricane Dorian. PDA tends to stay and help in 
various areas for the long haul, not just providing 
supplies and leaving. We received $2880! Many 
thanks to everyone for their generosity! 
“Initially, the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is 
sending relief in the Bahamas is in the form of a 
Solidarity Grant. PDA is working with Bahamas 
Methodist Habitat, ACT Alliance and Church World 
Service in the Bahamas; and stateside, with 
Southeastern Presbyteries in the path of Dorian, such 
as the Presbytery of Charlotte.” (posted 9/10/19) 
Peacemaking Offering 
The peacemaking offering was taken on October 6 – 
Worldwide Communion Sunday. The total amount 
received was $955. 25% of that is $238.75 and with 
the $137 from last year we will donate $375.75 to the 
Bill Wilson Center to help local youth. Thanks to all 
those who donated to help make peace in the world. 
November and December Activities 
We will be having multiple activities in November and 
December and we will need everyone’s help: 

•Gifts for the children of the downtown San Jose’s 
Comunidad LatinoAmericana Fellowship. 
•Alternative Christmas: 

-  International project – helping the refugees 
from the Anglophone portion of Cameroon, 
who are still suffering. 

-  Youth project – From the PCUSA gift catalog: 
bags of Moringa Tree seeds, planting native 
trees, bunk beds for children, and building a 
sand dam. 

-  Local project – we will be asking for supplies 
or monetary donations for supplies to fill 12 
backpacks for the homeless. The backpacks 
will be packed in January for Kristie to hand 
out to those in need. 

Cathy Warrick, Church & World Ministry Elder

      Stewardship Reminder 
 

We hope by now all members and friends of the church have received your stewardship letter and 
pledge forms for the coming year. The 2020 pledge forms are due in the office the end of October in 
order to allow the finance committee to effectively plan the church budget for the year ahead. The time 
and talent pledge forms are due as soon as possible as well. If you would like to make a commitment of 
time, talents, and/or treasures to Santa Teresa Hills for 2020 and have not yet done so, copies of the 
forms are available at the church. Please bring in or mail your completed forms to the church as soon as 
possible. Thank you.  
 
Stewardship Ministry Team

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017CAk-WkzRQcMSJ1s7wTM6dAlxqFkBXrpOC3sPoeU1mKJSMDlVptVAZCk8adlQWWp1PIrIPZe1Z4fyTeC6cYcUP9s-wARlr0J65B8Dhnh71Ley9oWoM7M5At1a4xZxl_1U56ghxxdM9gIjm6tO5JIHIxqE8cRxjgUNp2MhijnppDu5UylX4MjbVNPTdXK3Eyk247_gYzHtyKcF9F25f__WB2fXmybyTTchN47J5v9JyY8aw1iz7KX4A==&c=xd70LNHnyXqtEqXsUi_OpfI2Y07how6kN_8tuN_yHYY8aHhUEaYS8Q==&ch=jcPPhhKCxOZB8YksieDXc3jWNYzyVWfFn3MZIvDMFpBIFKiScdoE0w==%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017CAk-WkzRQcMSJ1s7wTM6dAlxqFkBXrpOC3sPoeU1mKJSMDlVptVAZCk8adlQWWp1PIrIPZe1Z4fyTeC6cYcUP9s-wARlr0J65B8Dhnh71Ley9oWoM7M5At1a4xZxl_1U56ghxxdM9gIjm6tO5JIHIxqE8cRxjgUNp2MhijnppDu5UylX4MjbVNPTdXK3Eyk247_gYzHtyKcF9F25f__WB2fXmybyTTchN47J5v9JyY8aw1iz7KX4A==&c=xd70LNHnyXqtEqXsUi_OpfI2Y07how6kN_8tuN_yHYY8aHhUEaYS8Q==&ch=jcPPhhKCxOZB8YksieDXc3jWNYzyVWfFn3MZIvDMFpBIFKiScdoE0w==%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017CAk-WkzRQcMSJ1s7wTM6dAlxqFkBXrpOC3sPoeU1mKJSMDlVptVAZCk8adlQWWp1PIrIPZe1Z4fyTeC6cYcUP9s-wARlr0J65B8Dhnh71Ley9oWoM7M5At1a4xZxl_1U56ghxxdM9gIjm6tO5JIHIxqE8cRxjgUNp2MhijnppDu5UylX4MjbVNPTdXK3Eyk247_gYzHtyKcF9F25f__WB2fXmybyTTchN47J5v9JyY8aw1iz7KX4A==&c=xd70LNHnyXqtEqXsUi_OpfI2Y07how6kN_8tuN_yHYY8aHhUEaYS8Q==&ch=jcPPhhKCxOZB8YksieDXc3jWNYzyVWfFn3MZIvDMFpBIFKiScdoE0w==%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://actalliance.org/
https://cwsglobal.org/
https://cwsglobal.org/
https://www.presbyofcharlotte.org/ministry-teams/cdrt/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017CAk-WkzRQcMSJ1s7wTM6dAlxqFkBXrpOC3sPoeU1mKJSMDlVptVAZCk8adlQWWp1PIrIPZe1Z4fyTeC6cYcUP9s-wARlr0J65B8Dhnh71Ley9oWoM7M5At1a4xZxl_1U56ghxxdM9gIjm6tO5JIHIxqE8cRxjgUNp2MhijnppDu5UylX4MjbVNPTdXK3Eyk247_gYzHtyKcF9F25f__WB2fXmybyTTchN47J5v9JyY8aw1iz7KX4A==&c=xd70LNHnyXqtEqXsUi_OpfI2Y07how6kN_8tuN_yHYY8aHhUEaYS8Q==&ch=jcPPhhKCxOZB8YksieDXc3jWNYzyVWfFn3MZIvDMFpBIFKiScdoE0w==%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017CAk-WkzRQcMSJ1s7wTM6dAlxqFkBXrpOC3sPoeU1mKJSMDlVptVAZCk8adlQWWp1PIrIPZe1Z4fyTeC6cYcUP9s-wARlr0J65B8Dhnh71Ley9oWoM7M5At1a4xZxl_1U56ghxxdM9gIjm6tO5JIHIxqE8cRxjgUNp2MhijnppDu5UylX4MjbVNPTdXK3Eyk247_gYzHtyKcF9F25f__WB2fXmybyTTchN47J5v9JyY8aw1iz7KX4A==&c=xd70LNHnyXqtEqXsUi_OpfI2Y07how6kN_8tuN_yHYY8aHhUEaYS8Q==&ch=jcPPhhKCxOZB8YksieDXc3jWNYzyVWfFn3MZIvDMFpBIFKiScdoE0w==%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017CAk-WkzRQcMSJ1s7wTM6dAlxqFkBXrpOC3sPoeU1mKJSMDlVptVAZCk8adlQWWp1PIrIPZe1Z4fyTeC6cYcUP9s-wARlr0J65B8Dhnh71Ley9oWoM7M5At1a4xZxl_1U56ghxxdM9gIjm6tO5JIHIxqE8cRxjgUNp2MhijnppDu5UylX4MjbVNPTdXK3Eyk247_gYzHtyKcF9F25f__WB2fXmybyTTchN47J5v9JyY8aw1iz7KX4A==&c=xd70LNHnyXqtEqXsUi_OpfI2Y07how6kN_8tuN_yHYY8aHhUEaYS8Q==&ch=jcPPhhKCxOZB8YksieDXc3jWNYzyVWfFn3MZIvDMFpBIFKiScdoE0w==%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://actalliance.org/
https://cwsglobal.org/
https://cwsglobal.org/
https://www.presbyofcharlotte.org/ministry-teams/cdrt/
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Wednesday Advent  Gatherings 2019 - People of Hope 

     The Education Ministry Team would like to invite all to participate in a Wednesday evening Advent 
dinner and study time at the church during the season of Advent. More information will follow soon but 
save the dates of Wednesday, December 4, 11 and 18 for a time of fellowship, study and reflection with 
your church family. We will meet from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. with a potluck dinner beginning at 6:00 p.m. 
Families are welcome. We will share dinner and adults and children will have separate study times from 
6:40 p.m. -7:30 p.m. 
     The theme will be People of Hope. Pastor Evie will lead our study. During our study time we will talk 
about some of the people who were a part of the first Christmas story. We will explore the hopes each of 
these people bring to the birth of Jesus, and how these hopes shape or reshape our own hopes for the 
coming of Jesus. 

Listed below are the dates and themes for each of our evenings. 
	  

Hope of Those Who Wait in Barrenness 
December 4	 	 Zachariah and Elizabeth	 	 Luke 1:5-24, 57-66 

Hope of Those Who Wait in the Face of the Unexpected 
December 11	 	 Joseph	 	 	 	 Matthew 1:18-25 

Hope of Those Who Wait in Expectation 
December 18	 	 Mary	 	 	 	 	 Luke 1:26-56 

Some of the questions we will explore include: 
Where do you see or imagine the hope of this person in this story? How does he or she express it? What 
were God’s words of promise given to each one of them? How were God’s words to them fulfilled? What 
are God’s words of promise to you in this story? How are they or will they be fulfilled in your life? 
Everyone is invited! Look for more details in the weeks ahead. 

 EDUCATION MINISTRY

This fall the children of the church are using the Presbyterian Church USA curriculum entitled ‘Growing 
in Grace and Gratitude’. The children are studying stories from Genesis and Exodus and some of the 
other well known stories of the Old Testament. Next time you come to church have a chat with one of the 
children and ask them what they are learning in Sunday School! 

Sunday School Teachers    Sunday School Lessons 
11/3 Marilyn Morikang & Yolanda Wu   Let Us Worship 
11/10 Lynn Hines & Rebecca Elliot  Jonah 
11/17 Kate Manley & Emmanuel Ngwa  What Shall I Give 
11/24 Claris Ngwa & Alfred Morikang  Esther Saves the Day 
12/1 Lynn Hines & Yolanda Wu   A Child Will Be Born
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 BUILDINGS & GROUNDS MINISTRY

Things that Make Us Happy 
It was a good Fall for the Hines family. Horace and Lynn spent almost 4 weeks in northern Italy visiting 
Cinque Terre, Lombardy, the Tyrolean countryside including the Swiss Alps and the Dolomites, and 
Venice. It was an excellent trip! 

Af 

Two days after getting back (and preparing for the blackout!) they headed 
to Great Lakes, IL to watch granddaughter Kelsey graduate from Naval 
Basic Training. Kelsey is very pleased with this accomplishment and is 
looking forward to her further training in Pensacola, Fl. She will be 
training to be an Aviation Equipment Support Technician. She was excited 
to see the family, especially her little sister! And her sister was equally 
excited to see Kelsey! We’re looking forward to seeing her again at 
Christmas. 

If you have something that makes you happy, please see Lynn Hines, 
newsletter editor.

Buildings and Grounds Updates: 
1. Roofing update: The new roof was completed in August and the 
final piece was a new skylight, installed in September. Thanks to 
everyone who contributed to the designated Roofing Fund! It covered 
roughly one half the total cost. 
2. Heating and A/C Repairs: After replacing wiring, rooftop controls, 
and taping ducts, the Sanctuary A/C is working a little better. We still 
have more duct work to go which should improve the airflow. Also, 
Session approved Rebecca Elliot to perform the quarterly HVAC maintenance (which was sporadic in the 
past). Thank you Rebecca for putting your training to use! 
3.Repair Projects: New stove and microwave in the kitchen; sprinklers extended to Meditation Garden 
and many broken heads replaced; new secure door with window for the multi-purpose room. 
4.Church Sign Status:  still waiting for quotes for a permanent monument-style sign. 
5.Thanks to our small army of volunteers! Thanks for repair projects big and small and participating in 
the October work party. 

With the start of the new school year, if your student needs community service hours please check with 
Kristie in the office. She has a project list suitable to all abilities. 

Dave Robertson, Buildings & Grounds Elder
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     We have completed two of the nine lessons of our PW Bible Study “Love Carved in Stone: 
A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments” and we are enjoying it a lot! I found out that the 
author, Pastor Eugenia Anne Gamble, was recently the pastor of my sister-in-law’s church in 
Nipomo and she speaks very highly of her. From the video’s we have watched so far, I can see 
why. If you are not able to attend our STHPC PW meetings, but would like to participate in 
this Bible Study, you can contact Cheryl Elliot to borrow the study book and the companion 
DVD. 
     Our next meeting will be on Saturday Nov 9th at an offsite location (TBD) starting at 10 AM. We will be doing 
lesson three of the Bible Study, and also making some fun things to be used in the Children’s Time with Pastor Evie 
during Advent Season. 
     On Saturday Nov. 2 at 10 AM, we will be having our annual ‘Bagging the Nuts’ and we encourage anyone from the 
church to join us as we take several 25 pound boxes of nuts, and pack them into one pound packages which we will 
then make available for purchase each Sunday after Worship Service. This year we will have Cashews, Pecans, 
Walnuts, Macadamia Nuts, Mixed Nuts, Pistachios and three kinds of Almonds: Raw, Hickory Smoked and Sliced. 
The proceeds from PW’s nut sale are used for projects around our church and local Mission projects.  We recently 
bought new chairs for the Multi-Purpose Room and a new faucet in Sanctuary Kitchen, and purchased backpacks 
for the SMUM back-to-school mission project in the Fall. The one pound packages of nuts make great gifts for 
friends and families. 
     Lastly, please save the afternoon of Sunday Dec 15th.  We hope to have our annual PW Holiday luncheon.  More 
details to come later. 
Cheryl Elliot, Moderator

    PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

      

 
Hope you all survived the great blackout of October 
2019!  The Chancel Choir has had a busy start to the 
choir year: welcoming several new members, singing 
favorite anthems from our library, and enjoying an 
original setting of “All the Way My Savior Leads Me,” 
composed by Kyle Jones, the Director of Music at 
Advent Lutheran Church in Morgan Hill.  Speaking of 
Advent Lutheran, on Sunday, October 20th, several 
members of the choir sang in the Hymn Sing Festival 
being held at Advent Lutheran. The concert will be 
held at 5:30 PM in the Advent church sanctuary and 
will include several anthems by a festival chorus, 
congregational singing, all accompanied by guest 
organist, Dr. John Lowe.  
     The choirs from STHPC and Trinity Presbyterian 
are joining to do another “home-and-away” choir. We 
will sing at STHPC on October 27th and at Trinity on 
November 3rd, featuring contemporary arrangements 
of 19th-century hymns “I Will Arise” and “How Can I 

Keep from Singing.” We look forward to working with 
Laura Barragan, the choir director at Trinity, and to 
combining our voices to “make a joyful noise.”  
     Worrying about the holidays already? The choir is 
busy working on music for Thanksgiving, Advent, and 
Christmas! We will be featuring “Good Shepherd,” a 
new choral setting of Psalm 23 by Gwyneth Walker in 
November, and “On This Silent, Holy Night,” a lovely 
setting of “Silent Night” by Mary McDonald, and an 
upbeat gospel Christmas anthem by Mark Hayes
—“Great, Great Joy!” at the Christmas Music Sunday 
on December 15th. As we end one church year and 
start a new year with the first Sunday in Advent, our 
desire is to praise God with our voices and to help 
everyone in the congregation to participate actively in 
worship. Would you like to join the choir for a short-
term commitment to sing during Advent and 
Christmas?  Talk to me or any member of the choir 
after worship some Sunday.  We’ll see you on the 
patio! 

Hugh McDevitt, STHPC Chancel Choir director

Notes from the Choir Loft

HOPE  (Help Other People Everywhere) is a group of STHPCers whose children are now adults. We meet 
quarterly to enjoy time together, learn how to support each other, and decide a way to support others in need. 
Organizations we are pleased to have supported include Operation Smile, Grateful Garments, Wounded Warriors, 
Colegio Cristiano El Valle de Sur (Christian school) in Guatemala, SMUM (Santa Maria Urban Missions), and most 
recently and locally, Flowers For Comfort.  We would love for you to join the fun and the "hope" at our gatherings. 
We will meet next in November! Please ask me any Sunday or contact Kristie in the church office for additional 
information.  Hope to see you soon!   -Sharon Simmons
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Helping Hands

Sept. 2019 
Month to Date

Through 9/19 
Year to Date

Income $30,228 $264,304

Expense $28,627 $243,761

Net Income $1,601 $20,543

Income and Expenses

Please help 
us help others who 
struggle to support 

 and feed their 
families 

Requested items: Cans of fruit and cans of veggies, cans 
of soup or chili, canned meats, peanut butter & jelly, pasta 
& pasta sauce, and boxes of macaroni & cheese. Flip-top 
cans are appreciated by many!  
  
Monthly summary:  Between August 20 – October 18, 15 
people received food and 10 people received bus 
tokens. No one received gift cards, backpacks or cash.  
  
Food donations totaled 255 lbs. Thank you for donations 
from STHPC: 200 lbs., and Other: 55 lbs.   

The Deacons  
and the Church & World Committee

Nursery Attendants

11/3 Yolanda Wu 
11/10 Rebecca Elliot 
11/17 Emmanuel Ngwa 
11/24 Alfred Morikang 
12/1 Yolanda Wu

  Nursery care is provided for three year olds and 
younger, supervised by Rachele our nursery 
attendant and assisted by one of our rotating 
volunteers.   
   The nursery children are learning the same story 
each week as the Children’s Sunday School class as 
Rachele provides story time. 
   As a reminder, parents please sign your children in 
and out of the nursery and use the name tags.

 SESSION NOTES

•The Deacons’ Community Christmas Dinner will be held on December 7.   
•The Visibility, Membership and Outreach committee will be working to increase our Social Media 
presence by creating an increased presence for STHPC on the social media platforms that are most 
popular today.   
•The Stewardship campaign is running through the month of October, with an increased focus on not 
just the financial aspects of Stewardship, but also on identifying other ways that members and friends 
can contribute their Time and Talents.   
•Planning for Advent is underway.  Be sure to join us after worship on December 22 for Caroling 
Around the Piano.   
•The Education committee is distributing surveys to gather information about the types of education 
activities that would be of-interest to us. If you haven’t filled one out, check your email for an electronic 
survey.   
•Church and World will continue the tradition of Alternative Christmas, with three different giving 
options.   
•Many of you have noticed or supported the work that has been happening around the church, 
including a new roof, fixes to the Sanctuary air conditioner and a new skylight in the Sanctuary. Thank 
you for your faithful giving!   

The next Session meeting is on Tues., Nov. 12 at 6:59PM. Session meetings are open to all except for Personnel matters. 

Steve DeJarnett, Clerk of Session

from Tuesday, October 8
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Reasons to Celebrate!
Go Green! 

Want to help the church save paper, 
ink, trees, and money?  Sign-up to 
receive your copy of Echoes from the 
Hills by email!  Please email Lynn 
Hines at not57@sbcglobal.net to 
begin receiving your newsletter by 
email. Your church and your planet 
thank you!

ACTIVITIES FOR EVERYONE

Birthdays 

Nov. 2     Lynn Hines 
Nov. 3  Aiden Morikang 
Nov. 10 Owen Paterson 
Nov. 11 James McArthur 
Nov. 13 Rachel Guerrero 
Nov. 14 Leonie Toche  
Nov. 30 David Young 

Anniversaries 

Nov. 3  Alec & Mary Paterson 

Newsletter Staff 
Editor: Lynn Hines 

Proofreader/Publisher: 
Kristie Reed 

Elder: Beatrice Toche

Activities are open to all members and visitors - come check out what is happening!

EVERY SUNDAY: TWO-CAN SUNDAY:  BRING YOUR FOOD DONATIONS FOR THE DEACON’S 
PANTRY TO WORSHIP

Every Thursday: Choir Practice At STHPC at 7:30 pm.
First Tuesday: Fellowship Ministry Team at STHPC at 7:15 PM
Second Tuesday: Session meeting at STHPC at 6:59 PM
Second Saturday: Presbyterian Women at STHPC at 10:00 AM
Third Saturday: Men’s Fellowship meets at 8:30 AM in the Multipurpose room.
Last Sunday: Breakfast at Aqui Restaurant (Blossom Hill & Snell) following worship (around 11:30ish)

mailto:not57@sbcglobal.net
mailto:not57@sbcglobal.net


Up c o mi ng Events Santa Teresa Hills Presbyterian Church,  
The Reverend Evie Macway, Transitional Pastor

www.sthpc.org 

Worship:  10:00 AM
Sunday School PreK - 8th grade 10:00 AM
Regular Office Hours: Tuesday thru Friday 

        9:30 AM - 3:00 PM
For Pastoral care: The Office 408-629-5906  or     

          Pastor Evie’s cell 650-465-3037  
                     evie@sthpc.org
Church Bulletin deadline:  Thursday 9:00 AM
Church Historian: Barb Overholt

Church Newsletter deadline:  November 12 
for December Newsletter 

email your information to Lynn Hines at not57@sbcglobal.net

Santa Teresa Hills Presbyterian Church
5370 Snell Ave.

San Jose, CA  95123

Phone: 408-629-5906

Saturday, 11/30 Decorating the  
9 - noon  Sanctuary for   
   Christmas 

Sunday, 12/1  First Sunday of  
   Advent 

Wednesdays  Advent Bible Study 
12/4,12/11/,12/18 and potluck dinner 
5:30 - 7:30 PM (see pg. 8 for details) 

Saturday, 12/7 Community    
   Christmas Dinner 
   (sign-up on the patio) 

Sunday, 12/22 Caroling Around the 
after worship  Piano 

Saturday, 1/11 Mystery Dinner 
   (mark you calendar  
   and watch for details) 
  

Happy Thanksgiving
Thursday, November 28

http://www.sthpc.org
http://www.sthpc.org

