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Downtown Presbyterian Church 

Order of Worship for April 5, 2020 

 

Opening Voluntary Voluntary on Ellecombe Carolyn E. Walz 

 Tune taken from Hymn “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” 

 

Welcome 

 

Call to Worship based on Psalm 118:1, 19-29 (CEB, alt.) 

 

Give thanks to the LORD because God is good, 

    because God’s faithful love lasts forever. 

 

Open the gates of righteousness for us 

    so we can come in and give thanks to the LORD! 

This is the LORD’s gate; 

    those who are righteous enter through it. 

 

We thank you because you answered us, 

    because you were our saving help. 

The stone rejected by the builders 

    is now the main foundation stone! 

This has happened because of the LORD; 

    it is astounding in our sight! 

This is the day the Lord acted; 

    we will rejoice and celebrate in it! 

 

LORD, please save us! 

    LORD, please let us succeed! 

 

The one who enters in the LORD’s name is blessed; 

    we bless all of you from the Lord’s house. 

The LORD is God! 

    God has shined a light on us! 

So lead the festival offering with ropes 

    all the way to the horns of the altar. 

You are our God—we will give thanks to you! 

    You are our God—I will lift you up high! 

Give thanks to the Lord because God is good, 

    because God’s faithful love lasts forever. 

 

Hymn “All Glory, Laud and Honor” 
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Confession 

 

Suffering God, it is easy to shout, 

 “Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

It is easy to shout, “Hosanna.” 

But after the parade there is the cross. 

And the way of the cross is a hard road. 

It is draining. 

It is demanding. 

It is fraught with danger. 

 

You ask us to stay by your side 

 as you walk toward Calvary. 

But weariness and fear overtake us. 

Like the first disciples, we are quick 

 to betray you, 

 to deny you, 

 to abandon you. 

 

Forgive us, God, and strengthen us for the journey ahead. 

Give us courage to face the pain and suffering 

 of this world and to respond with compassion. 

As the darkness gathers, 

 renew our faith, 

 fill us with hope, 

 and startle us with your grace. 

 

And be with us now in our silence, as we offer our personal confession. 

 

Assurance  

 

Friends, our sighs are held in the heart of grace; our emptiness is filled with hope and peace. 

Hesitantly, hopefully, we will walk with Jesus to Jerusalem, and beyond. 

For everything is already done for us. Thanks be to God, we are forgiven!  Amen. 

 

Announcements  

 

Prayer for Illumination 
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Scripture Matthew 21:1-11 

 

 When they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

gave two disciples a task. He said to them, “Go into the village over there. As soon as you enter, 

you will find a donkey tied up and a colt with it. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone 

says anything to you, say that their master needs them.” He sent them off right away. Now this 

happened to fulfill what the prophet said, Say to Daughter Zion, “Look, your king is coming to 

you, humble and riding on a donkey, and on a colt the donkey’s offspring.” The disciples went 

and did just as Jesus had ordered them. They brought the donkey and the colt and laid their 

clothes on them. Then he sat on them. 

 

 Now a large crowd spread their clothes on the road. Others cut palm branches off the trees 

and spread them on the road. The crowds in front of him and behind him shouted, “Hosanna to 

the Son of David! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord!Hosanna in the 

highest!” And when Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up. “Who is this?” they 

asked. The crowds answered, “It’s the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

 

Sermon 

 

Hymn “A Cheering, Chanting, Dizzy Crowd” 

   

Pastoral Prayer 

 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

 

For the Lord’s Supper you are invited to use whatever bread and juice (or wine) that you have on 

hand. As you are comfortable, join Pastor Mike in breaking the bread and blessing the cup. 

Likewise, share the elements however you choose. 

 

Prayer After Communion  

 

Benediction 

 

Closing Voluntary Wondrous Love, Setting Two Justin McCarthy 

  Tune taken from Hymn “What Wondrous Love Is This” 
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All Glory, Laud and Honor
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