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Downtown Presbyterian Church 
Order of Worship for June 7, 2020 

Trinity Sunday 
 
Opening Voluntary Chorale Prelude on Nicaea       Lani Smith 
 melody used for hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy” 
 

Welcome 
 

Call to Worship   
 

For everything that emerges from the earth 
thanks be to you, O God, 

Holy Root of being 
Sacred Sap that rises 

Full-bodied Fragrance of earth’s unfolding form. 
May we know that we are of You 
may we know that we are in You 

may we know that we are one with You 
together one. 

Guide us as nations to what is deepest 
open us as peoples to what is first 

lead us as a world to what is dearest 
that we may know the holiness of wholeness 
that we may learn the strength of humility 

that together we may live close to the earth 
and grow in grounded glory. 

 

 — John Philip Newell, Praying With the Earth 
 

Hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!” 
 Ryan Norris, cantor  
 

Gathering Prayer 
 

We seek your presence, O God, not because we have managed to see clearly 
or been true in all things,  
not because we have succeeded in loving 
or in reverencing those around us. 
But because we want to see. We want to see with clarity. 
We seek you because we long to be true, 
we desire to love as we have been loved. 
We remember that when it seemed there was no hope 
you showed us new ways forward. 
When it seemed there were only endings 
you showed us new beginnings. 
Strengthen our belief in the power of life over death. 
Strengthen our belief in the force of truth over falsehood,  
that we may be bearers of hope in the world, 
that we may be bearers of hope. 

  — John Philip Newell 
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Assurance of God’s Grace 
 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Announcements  
 
Children’s Message 
 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
Scripture Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
 

When God began to create the heavens and the earth—the earth was without shape or form, it was dark over the 
deep sea, and God’s wind swept over the waters—God said, “Let there be light.” And so light appeared. God saw 
how good the light was. God separated the light from the darkness. God named the light Day and the darkness 
Night. 
 

There was evening and there was morning: the first day. 
 

God said, “Let there be a dome in the middle of the waters to separate the waters from each other.” God made the 
dome and separated the waters under the dome from the waters above the dome. And it happened in that way. 
God named the dome Sky. 
 

There was evening and there was morning: the second day. 
 

God said, “Let the waters under the sky come together into one place so that the dry land can appear.” And that’s 
what happened. God named the dry land Earth, and he named the gathered waters Seas. God saw how good it 
was. God said, “Let the earth grow plant life: plants yielding seeds and fruit trees bearing fruit with seeds inside it, 
each according to its kind throughout the earth.” And that’s what happened. The earth produced plant life: plants 
yielding seeds, each according to its kind, and trees bearing fruit with seeds inside it, each according to its kind. 
God saw how good it was. 
 

There was evening and there was morning: the third day. 
 

God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night. They will mark events, 
sacred seasons, days, and years. They will be lights in the dome of the sky to shine on the earth.” And that’s what 
happened. God made the stars and two great lights: the larger light to rule over the day and the smaller light to 
rule over the night. God put them in the dome of the sky to shine on the earth, to rule over the day and over the 
night, and to separate the light from the darkness. God saw how good it was. 
 

There was evening and there was morning: the fourth day. 
 

God said, “Let the waters swarm with living things, and let birds fly above the earth up in the dome of the sky.” 
God created the great sea animals and all the tiny living things that swarm in the waters, each according to its 
kind, and all the winged birds, each according to its kind. God saw how good it was. Then God blessed them: “Be 
fertile and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let the birds multiply on the earth.” 
 

There was evening and there was morning: the fifth day. 
 

God said, “Let the earth produce every kind of living thing: livestock, crawling things, and wildlife.” And that’s what 
happened. God made every kind of wildlife, every kind of livestock, and every kind of creature that crawls on the 
ground. God saw how good it was. Then God said, “Let us make humanity in our image to resemble us so that they 
may take charge of the fish of the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the earth, and all the crawling things 
on earth.” 
 

God created humanity in God’s own image, 
        in the divine image God created them, 
            male and female God created them. 
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God blessed them and said to them, “Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and master it. Take charge of the fish of 
the sea, the birds in the sky, and everything crawling on the ground.” Then God said, “I now give to you all the 
plants on the earth that yield seeds and all the trees whose fruit produces its seeds within it. These will be your 
food. To all wildlife, to all the birds in the sky, and to everything crawling on the ground—to everything that 
breathes—I give all the green grasses for food.” And that’s what happened. God saw everything he had made: it 
was supremely good. 
 

There was evening and there was morning: the sixth day. 
 

The heavens and the earth and all who live in them were completed. On the sixth day God completed all the work 
that he had done, and on the seventh day God rested from all the work that he had done. God blessed the seventh 
day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all the work of creation. This is the account of the heavens 
and the earth when they were created. 

 
Sermon  Rev. Mike Wilson 
 
Special Music “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens” attr. William Moore, 1825 
 Ryan Norris, tenor 
 

God, who stretched the spangled heavens, infinite in time and place, 
flung the suns in burning radiance through the silent fields of space, 
we, your children, in your likeness, share inventive powers with you. 
Great Creator, still creating, show us what we yet may do. 
 

Proudly rise our modern cities, stately buildings row on row; 
yet their windows, blank, unfeeling, stare on canyoned streets below, 
where the lonely drift unnoticed in the city's ebb and flow, 
lost to purpose and to meaning, scarcely caring where they go. 
 

We have conquered worlds undreamed of since the childhood of our race; 
known the ecstasy of winging through uncharted realms of space; 
probed the secrets of the atom, yielding unimagined power, 
facing us with life's destruction or our most triumphant hour. 
 

As each far horizon beckons, may it challenge us anew, 
children of creative purpose, serving others, honoring you. 
May our dreams prove rich with promise, each endeavor well begun. 
Great Creator, give us guidance till our goals and yours are one. 

  —  Catherine Cameron, 1967 
   
Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 
Hymn “For the Beauty of the Earth” 
 Ryan Norris, cantor 
   
Benediction 
 
Closing Voluntary Sortie in D Benton Price 
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