The Downtown Presbyterian Church
Order of Worship for September 13, 2020
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Opening Voluntary
Chorale Prelude on Gott, der Vater, wohn uns bei
(God, the Father, Live with Us)
William Taylor, organ

Georg Philipp Telemann

Welcome
Call to Worship

“Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”
Ryan Norris, cantor

Prayer of Renewal

led by Jack Henderson

When we look over our shoulders at fear shadowing us today,
you go before us into tomorrow,
making a path through the sea of yesterday's doubts.
When our legs tremble from the effort of standing up for what you hope for all creation,
you are at our side, offering your heart's strength.
Cloud of Grace, we offer our love to you.
When we turn our hearts into deserts of stony bitterness,
you transform them into oases of joy.
When we come up with all sorts of rules for those who come to us seeking to find you,
you tear up the list, stretching wide your arms in welcoming grace.
Servant of all, we offer our lives to you.
When we would clasp old worries to our hearts,
you open our eyes to that hope which paves the path ahead of us.
When we spend each day consumed with doubts and fears,
you remind us that this day is the time to honor God, by serving God's children.
Mist of Mercy, we offer our hearts to you.
God in Community, Holy in One,
as you are all to us, so we would offer all we are to you.
(Silent prayer)

Assurance of God’s Grace
May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Announcements
Children’s Message

Suzie Lane

Prayer for Illumination
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Scripture Reading

Exodus 14:19-31

read by Samera Zavaro

God’s messenger, who had been in front of Israel’s camp, moved and went behind them. The column
of cloud moved from the front and took its place behind them. It stood between Egypt’s camp and
Israel’s camp. The cloud remained there, and when darkness fell it lit up the night. They didn’t come near
each other all night.
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord pushed the sea back by a strong east wind
all night, turning the sea into dry land. The waters were split into two. The Israelites walked into the sea
on dry ground. The waters formed a wall for them on their right hand and on their left. The Egyptians
chased them and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and cavalry.
As morning approached, the Lord looked down on the Egyptian camp from the column of lightning
and cloud and threw the Egyptian camp into a panic. The Lord jammed their chariot wheels so that they
wouldn’t turn easily. The Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites, because the Lord is fighting
for them against Egypt!”
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the water comes back and
covers the Egyptians, their chariots, and their cavalry.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. At
daybreak, the sea returned to its normal depth. The Egyptians were driving toward it, and the Lord
tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the cavalry,
Pharaoh’s entire army that had followed them into the sea. Not one of them remained. The Israelites,
however, walked on dry ground through the sea. The waters formed a wall for them on their right hand
and on their left.
The Lord rescued Israel from the Egyptians that day. Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore.
Israel saw the amazing power of the Lord against the Egyptians. The people were in awe of the Lord, and
they believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.
Sermon
Special Music

Rev. Mike Wilson
“In a Deep Unbounded Darkness”
Ryan Norris, tenor

In a deep, unbounded darkness, long before the first light shone,
You, O God, beyond all merit worked a wonder faith makes known:
In your mercy, in your mercy, you embraced us as your own, evermore and evermore.
Though our world is ever-changing, you are constant, firm, and sure,
faithful to your covenant promise. Trusting you, we live, secure:
singing praises, singing praises, long as heart and breath endure, evermore and evermore.
Joy transforms our lips to boasting only in your matchless grace,
sending Christ to dwell among us, Word made flesh in time and space:
Friend and Savior, Friend and Savior, in whose life we glimpse your face, evermore and evermore.
God of Hagar, God of Sarah, God of nomad Abraham;
God of Miryam, God of Moses, Fiery Pillar, great I Am:
lead us homeward, lead us homeward, to the love-feast of the Lamb, evermore and evermore.
— Anon. Chinese; trans. Francis P. Jones, 1953; adapt. Mary Louise Bringle, 2012
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Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer
Hymn

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”
Ryan Norris, cantor

Charge and Benediction
Closing Voluntary

Fughetta in F Major
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Georg Philipp Telemann
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