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The Downtown Presbyterian Church
Order of Worship for December 6, 2020
Second Sunday in Advent
Opening Voluntary
Chorale Prelude on Genevan
Melody for hymn “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”

Georg Boehm

Welcome
Advent Song

“Come Now, O Prince of Peace” (vss. 1, 2)
Ryan Norris, cantor

Come now, hope of unity;
make us one body.
Come, Lord Jesus;
reconcile all people.

Come now, O Prince of Peace
make us one body.
Come, Lord Jesus;
reconcile all people.

Advent Candle Lighting
Hymn

led by Stephanie Coleman
“Comfort, Comfort, Now My People”
Ryan Norris, cantor

Prayer of Confession (unison)

based on Isaiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-8

It is easy to receive God’s words of comfort;
to hear that our debts – our penalties – have been paid in full.
It is harder to admit that we were ever indebted.
It is difficult to confess our sins
or even concede that things we have done or said
– or left undone or unsaid –
rise to the level of sin.
But if we are honest with you and with ourselves,
we know that the waters of baptism still have work to do.
So we come before you today heeding the call of the Baptist,
opening our hearts and minds
and surrendering to you everything that we wish
we could forget, undo or take back.
And we remember the words of the prophet
who reminds us that our lives are like flowers that inevitably wither
and are all the more precious because of it.
So we not only offer our confession but welcome your Spirit
who will join us in transforming our hearts and lives
to make way for the Stronger One whose advent is near.
(Silent prayer)
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Assurance of God’s Grace
May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Announcements
Children’s Message

Suzie Lane

Prayer for Illumination
Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 40:1-11

read by Vickie Coffin

Comfort, comfort my people! says your God.
Speak compassionately to Jerusalem,
and proclaim to her that her compulsory service has ended,
that her penalty has been paid,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins!
A voice is crying out: “Clear the Lord’s way in the desert!
Make a level highway in the wilderness for our God!
Every valley will be raised up,
and every mountain and hill will be flattened.
Uneven ground will become level and rough terrain a valley plain.
The LORD’s glory will appear, and all humanity will see it together;
the LORD’s mouth has commanded it.”
A voice was saying:
“Call out!”
And another said,
“What should I call out?”
All flesh is grass;
all its loyalty is like the flowers of the field.
The grass dries up and the flower withers
when the Lord’s breath blows on it.
Surely the people are grass.
The grass dries up; the flower withers,
but our God’s word will exist forever.
Go up on a high mountain, messenger Zion!
Raise your voice and shout, messenger Jerusalem!
Raise it; don’t be afraid;
say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!”
Here is the LORD God,
coming with strength, with a triumphant arm,
bringing God’s reward and God’s payment.
Like a shepherd, God will tend the flock;
God will gather lambs in his arms and lift them onto his lap.
God will gently guide the nursing ewes.
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New Testament Reading

Mark 1:1-8

The beginning of the good news about Jesus Christ, God’s Son, happened just as it was written
about in the prophecy of Isaiah:
Look, I am sending my messenger before you.
He will prepare your way,
a voice shouting in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way for the Lord;
make God’s paths straight.”
John the Baptist was in the wilderness calling for people to be baptized to show that they
were changing their hearts and lives and wanted God to forgive their sins. Everyone in Judea and
all the people of Jerusalem went out to the Jordan River and were being baptized by John as they
confessed their sins. John wore clothes made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist.
He ate locusts and wild honey. He announced, “One stronger than I am is coming after me. I’m
not even worthy to bend over and loosen the strap of his sandals. I baptize you with water, but he
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
Sermon

Rev. Mike Wilson

Hymn

“On Jordan’s Banks, the Baptist’s Cry”
Ryan Norris, cantor

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Hymn

“Wild and Lone, the Prophet’s Voice”
Ryan Norris, cantor

Charge and Benediction
Closing Voluntary

Chorale Prelude on Winchester New
Melody for hymn “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”

Hans Arnold Metzger

Today’s bulletin illustration/opening image is a painting by artist-in-residence Carri Jobe titled Immersed
(oil on canvas, 50”x46”). About it she writes: “This painting was influenced by the movement, change
and force of strong winds. I think of the changing times around us, and also the coming of the kingdom
of God. It is magnificent and startling.”
Today’s Advent Candle liturgy is from Brian Wren, Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany: Liturgies and
Prayers for Public Worship (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2008) and are reproduced by
permission. Copyright © 2007 by Brian Wren
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