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  The Downtown Presbyterian Church 
Order of Worship for December 24, 2020 

Christmas Eve 
 

Opening Voluntary Chorale Prelude on Irby H. J. Gauntlett; arr. by La Salle Spier 
 melody for hymn “Once in Royal David’s City” 
 Amy Finka, Denny Harris, Glenda Harris, Alison Lechter, Samera Zavaro, handbells 
 

Welcome 
 

Scripture Isaiah 9:2-7 read by Jack Henderson 
 
Christ Candle Lighting led by Dave Coleman 
  

Carol “Once in Royal David’s City” 
 Amy Finka, cantor 
  
Prayer of Anticipation (unison)  led by Samera Zavaro 
 

Now in the silence, 
 whisper of joy which comes into every life. 
Now in the comfort of carols, 
 sing of hope which takes away our despair. 
Now in familiar words heard anew, 
 speak to us of grace  which is born into barren lives; 
 of peace which is birthed in war’s shadowed fears. 
Now, leaning next to those who have always been a part of us, 
 and those from whom we have been apart,  
 remind us of your heart 
 which always accepts us and always welcomes us. 
Now in the love which is ours forever, 
 draw us closer to your heart, 
 so we can be surprised by wonder, 
 swaddled in serenity, 
 embraced by tenderness. 
 

Now touch us once again with Christmas, 
 God in Community, Holy in One.  
 
   (Silent prayer) 
 

Passing the Peace 
 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Carol “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
 

Children’s Message   
 

Prayer for Illumination 
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New Testament Reading Luke 2:1-20 
 
Sermon  Rev. Mike Wilson 
 

Special Music “Nativity Carol” John Rutter 
 Amy Finka, soprano 
 

Born in a stable so bare, born so long ago; 
born 'neath light of star He who loved us so. 
Far away silent he lay, born today, your homage pay, 
for Christ is born for aye, born on Christmas Day. 
 

Cradled by mother so fair, tender her lullaby; 
over her son so dear angel hosts fill the sky. 
Far away, silent he lay, born today, your homage pay, 
for Christ is born for aye, born on Christmas Day. 
 

Love in that stable was born into our hearts to flow; 
innocent dreaming babe, make me thy love to know. 
Far away, silent he lay, born today, your homage pay, 
for Christ is born for aye born on Christmas Day. 

 
Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Carol “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
 Amy Finka, cantor 
  

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 
Scripture John 1:1-14 
 
Candlelight Carol “Silent Night” 
 Les Kerr 
 
Charge and Benediction 
 
Congregational Benediction “Joy to the World” 
 Amy Finka, cantor 
 
Closing Voluntary Chorale Prelude on God Rest You Merry   Wilbur Held 
 melody for hymn “God Rest You Merry Gentlemen” 
 
 

Today’s Christmas Eve art is by DPC artist-in-residence Sarah Hart Landholt and is titled “Joy.” This is the 

second Christmas Eve art that Sarah created for us. 

Today’s Christ Candle liturgy is from Brian Wren, Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany: Liturgies and Prayers 

for Public Worship (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2008) and are reproduced by 

permission. Copyright © 2007 by Brian Wren  
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