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  The Downtown Presbyterian Church 
Order of Worship for March 7, 2021 

Third Sunday in Lent Sunday 
 

Opening Voluntary Prayer, from Jewish Life, No. 1 Ernest Bloch 
 Chris Szalaj, cello 
 

Welcome 
 

Announcements  
 

Call to Worship 
 

Jesus calls us from the market stalls 
Not to leave our livelihood behind 
 

Jesus calls us from the market stalls 
To fight the empire moving us out 
 

Jesus calls us from the market stalls 
To bring us to a home that cannot be bought or sold 
 

Jesus calls us from the market stalls 
To stay and work together in faith 
And to turn the tales of greed. 
 

Hymn “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” 
 Amy Finka, cantor 
 

Call to Confession 
 

To find ourselves with Christ, we abandon the illusion that we are self-contained.  
To find ourselves with Christ, we set aside our resentments and our selfish ways.  
To find ourselves with Christ, we recognize how we have separated ourselves from Truth. Let us 
confess our sins together and then silently from our hearts.  
 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 
 

Lord have mercy, have mercy on us for not loving our neighbors like we love ourselves, our 
neighbors the immigrant, the suffering, the ones without electricity and unclean water, the 
COVID plagued, the people experiencing homelessness, and the fearful.  
 

Christ have mercy, have mercy on your children who are in cages, who are undocumented, 
who are scared, mentally stretched, and struggling.  
 

You said that everything we do for the least of our siblings we do it for you. Lord have mercy 
on us, by the power of your Holy Spirit reform us in your merciful images so that we might 
reflect You, the one who came to us as an immigrant who loved more than anyone. Amen.  
 

(personal prayer continues in silence) 
 

Assurance of God’s Grace 
 

There is nothing that can separate us from the love of God.  
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For our God is a God of grace.  
Siblings, we have been baptized in the Spirit and into a  
Community where reconciliation is happening.  
It is in the name of Christ that we are forgiven.  
 

Please greet one another with words of peace and reconciliation.  
 

May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you.  
 

Gloria Patri  Glory Be to the Father 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, amen. 

 

Children’s Message           Suzie Lane  
 
Children’s Message Verse 487, vs.4 These Treasured Children 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, help us be a nurturing community; empower us to  
realize God’s kingdom through our children’s eyes. 

 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 20:1-17 
 

New Testament Reading  John 2:13-22 
 

Sermon  Rev. Lee Catoe 
 

Hymn “How Lovely, Lord”  
 Amy Finka, cantor 
 
Prayer of Intercession, Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Dear God, you are the God of love, mercy, peace, and comfort. The God who gives hope for 
those who are hopeless. The God of liberation for those who are in bondage of sin, of loneliness, 
of poverty, and of oppression by the historical and present empire. Deliver us from all forms of 
oppression, past and present. Thank you for the hope we have in you because without you we 
may never find hope. You are our only source of hope, even in times of great suffering, poverty, 
loneliness, and sickness and all forms of injustice caused by the empire. The God who hears the 
prayers of the oppressed, hear our prayers. 
 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
Please use the bread and beverage of your choice 
 

Hymn “How Clear is Our Vocation, Lord” 
  Amy Finka, cantor  

 

Charge and Benediction 
 

Closing Voluntary Allegro Moderato Maestoso        Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy 
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