
1 
 

  The Downtown Presbyterian Church 
Order of Worship for March 28, 2021 

Palm Sunday 
 

Opening Voluntary Hosannas Roy T. Scoggins, Jr. arr. 
 DPC Handbell Choir 
 

Welcome 
 

Announcements  
 

Call to Worship 
 

As God enters into our town, our cities, our nations and our empires 
We throw down our cloaks, our branches, our Hosannas 
 

As God challenges rulers, monarchs, dictators, emperors,  
We shout “Hosanna! Hosanna! Save us, Save us!” 
 

As we wave our branches in praise, 
May we gather together in worship.  
 

Hymn “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 
 Ryan Norris, cantor 
 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 
 

God of creation, that spurred vegetation, creatures, air, water, earth, and us, we profess to you 
this day that our minds and hearts are elsewhere. As we celebrate the entrance of your Son, 
Jesus, we are hesitant to heed his call to care for the world, for each other. We are resistant to 
the message of love that calls us forward to wave the palms of justice, to side with the 
oppressed, and to speak truth to powers that only exist to harm. Reorient us, O God. So that 
we may be transformed in order to do your work. 
 

(personal prayer continues in silence) 
 

Assurance of God’s Grace 
 

There is nothing that can separate us from the love of God.  
For our God is a God of grace.  
Siblings, we have been baptized in the Spirit and into a  
Community where reconciliation is happening.  
It is in the name of Christ that we are forgiven.  
 

Please greet one another with words of peace and reconciliation.  
 

May the peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you.  
 

Gloria Patri  Glory Be to the Father 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, amen. 
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Children’s Message           Suzie Lane  
 
Children’s Message Verse 487, vs.4 These Treasured Children 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, help us be a nurturing community; empower us to  
realize God’s kingdom through our children’s eyes. 

 

Old Testament Reading Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 
 

New Testament Reading  Mark 11:1-11 
 

Sermon  Rev. Lee Catoe 
 

Hymn “A Cheering, Chanting, Dizzy Crowd”  
 Ryan Norris, cantor 
 
Prayer of Intercession, Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Holy Creator and Loving God,  
We long for you to hear our cries, our sorrows, our worries and our laments.  
We struggle through this time of loneliness, isolation, sickness, and death.  
Remind of you love that endures. A love that holds us, cares for us, challenges us,  
And creates within us the yearning to change and be transformed.  
 

O Spirit, empower us to uphold the vulnerable 
Speak out against hate. Side with the marginalized and always be your hands 
And your feet.  
 

Through our prayers and our actions 
Enable us to live into your deepest longing for us and for your precious world. 
(A time for silent prayer) 
 

We pray all of this in the name of Christ, who taught us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
Hymn “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” 
  Ryan Norris, cantor  

 

Charge and Benediction 
 

Closing Voluntary Chorale Prelude on Schmücke Dich 
 Melody for hymn “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”          
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