The Downtown Presbyterian Church
Service for the Lord’s Day
Easter Sunday
April 4, 2021

We Gather in God’s Name
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship

David Maddox
John Booth

The Cross is Empty!
The Tomb is Empty!
Salvation is Ours!
We Worship the Risen Lord!
He is Risen!
He is Risen Indeed!

Opening Voluntary

Easter Meditation
DPC Handbell Choir

Opening Hymn#232

“Jesus Christ is Risen Today”
Amy Finka, cantor

Call to Confession

Bob Burroughs

John Booth

Dear friends, the Scriptures urge us to acknowledge our sins and not to
conceal them from God, but to confess them with a penitent and obedient
heart. Therefore, let us draw near to God and pray together.

Prayer of Confession (quietly in unison)
Eternal God, whose covenant with us is never broken, we confess that
we fail to fulfill your will. Though you have bound yourself to us, we
will not bind ourselves to you. In the Resurrected Christ you serve us freely
but we refuse your love and withhold ourselves from others. We do not
love you fully or love one another as you command. In your mercy,
forgive and cleanse us. As we celebrate Easter, lead us once again to your
table and unite us to the risen Christ, who is the bread of life and the vine
in which we grow in grace, we pray in Christ’s name, Amen.
(Time for silent confession)

Assurance of God’s Grace and Forgiveness
Remember that it is by grace that you are saved; that your pardon is a gift,
never bought, never earned, received only by the open arms of faith.
L:
P:

May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

(For those in the sanctuary, please greet one another with a friendly wave.)

Gloria Patri

Glory Be to the Father

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, amen.

God’s Word Is Proclaimed
Children’s Message

Suzie Lane

Children’s Message Verse

487, vs.4

These Treasured Children

Come Holy Spirit, help us be
a nurturing community.
Empower us to realize
God’s kingdom through our children’s eyes.

Hebrew Scripture Reading

Kim McMullin

New Testament Reading

Kim McMullin

Isaiah 25:6-9
L: The word of the Lord. P: Thanks be to God.
Acts 10:34-43
L: The word of the Lord. P: Thanks be to God.

Gospels Reading

Mark 16:1-8
John Booth
L: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. P: Glory to you, O Lord.

Sermon

What Does an Empty Tomb Mean?

Rev. John Booth

We Respond to God’s Word
Anthem

Sing Glory, Sing Joy

Michael McCabe

Sing glory, sing joy! Alleluia! Our King o’er death is triumphant, let
steeple bells ring! Go cry from the house-tops, the hills and the
plains! Our Jesus is risen, as King he now reigns!
On a long ago morning all dark was the land as up a sad hillside there
walked a small band bearing offerings of spices to embalm their loved
dead, and linen and perfume to anoint his bruised head.
At a tomb, torn with weeping, they searched all the ground, but the
body of Jesus no where could be found. Then two angels in raiment of
dazzling white came and suddenly filled the morning with light.
“Why seek ye the living among all the dead? He is risen upon the third
day as he said.” Sing glory, sing joy! Alleluia again! For Jesus our King
now forever shall reign!

Prayer of Intercession and Prayers of the People

Kim McMullin

God of Resurrection, breathe your vibrant life into the church that we may be
inspired to greater feats of proclamation and love. Conqueror of death, work
your will in the world that the nations and leaders of nations might strive for
justice, peace, and the equitable distribution of your resources. God of the
living, provide hope to the hopeless, joy to the despairing, and healing and
wholeness to all who suffer, including those we hold close in our individual
hearts.
Pause as Intercessions are offered.
Through the Resurrection of your son, O God, you destroyed the power of
death and removed your people’s shame. By the power of the Spirit, raise us
from sin and seat us at the paschal feast, that we may rejoice in the gift of
salvation that comes from the empty tomb.
Hear us now as we pray quietly the prayer that your son taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

We Seal God’s Word Upon Our Hearts
Communion Hymn#249

“Because You Live, O Christ”
Amy Finka, cantor

The Sacrament of the Holy Communion
(Please hold your bread and juice until directed to take it together as community.)

We Bear God’s Word Into the World
Closing Hymn#248 “Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna”
Amy Finka, cantor

Go Forth to Serve the Risen Lord!
Closing Voluntary

Chorale Prelude on Victory
Melody for hymn “The Strife Is O’er”

Wilbur Held

The Easter Lilies in the Sanctuary were donated in memory of
Asher & Eva Hoobler
David & Virginia Hoobler
Oscar & Eva Mummert
Alan Edwards
Josephine Rhodes Bahn
David Judson Bahn
Jerald Curtis Maddox
Judy Barr
Joan Gilmore
George & Betty Harris
Robert & Betty Shores
Vicky Harris Feinstein

