The Downtown Presbyterian Church
Service for the Lord’s Day
Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 25, 2021
Hearing assistance devices are available. Please ask a greeter for a receiver.

(*) indicates the congregation will stand if able

We Gather in God’s Name
Welcome and Announcements
Opening Voluntary Chorale Prelude on St. Columbia Charles V. Stanford
from Six Short Preludes & Postludes, Set I, Op. 101
Melody for hymn “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

Call to Worship

based on Psalm 23

Praise the Lord! How good it is to sing praises to our God, how pleasant and
fitting to praise him! Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding
has no limit. Praise the Lord!

*Hymn #187

“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”
Ryan Norris, cantor

Prayer of Confession
Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our sinfulness, our
shortcomings and our offenses against you. You alone know how often we
have sinned in wandering from your ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting
your love. Have mercy upon us, O Lord for we are ashamed and sorry for all
we have done to displease you. Forgive our sins, and help us to live in your
light and walk in your ways for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
(Time for silent confession)

*Assurance of Pardon and Passing the Peace
L: The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.
Our Lord is kind, caring, compassionate and forgiving.
In the name of Jesus Christ be at peace and know…
P: That we have been forgiven. Thanks be to God!
L: May the peace of Christ be with you!
P: And also with you!
(For those in the sanctuary, please greet one another with a friendly wave.)

Gloria Patri

Glory Be to the Father

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, amen.

God’s Word Is Proclaimed
Children’s Message
Children’s Message Verse

“These Treasured Children”

Come Holy Spirit, help us be
a nurturing community.
Empower us to realize
God’s kingdom through our children’s eyes.

Old Testament

Psalm 23
L: The word of the Lord. P: Thanks be to God.

New Testament

John 10:11-18
L: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus. P: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Our Good Shepherd

Rev. Dr. Mark Mueller

We Respond to God’s Word
*Hymn #802

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
Ryan Norris, cantor

Prayer of Intercession and Prayers of the People
L: Oh God, on this the Sabbath, your people gather to worship you as Creator
and Redeemer. You have blessed us beyond our imagination. Thank you
for the sunrise this morning and for the food at our breakfast table. Thank
for the shelter of our homes and the friends we enjoy.
P: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
L: On this day we offer prayers for our world, our country, our state, our city
and our church. We ask in your great mercy that you will heal the world
and guide our efforts to bring glory to your name.
P: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
L: And as we lift up those around us, so also do we lift up our lives. We all
carry burdens that rob us of a life of peace. Hear us now in our silence as
we lift our prayers to you (moment of silence)
P: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer
L: Lord, we commit these prayers to you and summarize all of our prayers in
the great prayer taught by our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

*Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication (unison)
We thank you Lord for our many gifts and we give back the biblical portion
as commanded by you. May you bless these gifts and the giver of these
gifts that the name of Jesus Christ might reach to the ends of the earth.
Amen.

We Seal God’s Word Upon Our Hearts
And Bear It Into the World
*Hymn #542

“God be with You Till We Meet Again”
Ryan Norris, cantor

*Charge and Benediction
Closing Voluntary

Postlude Pomposo

George Blake

(please remain seated during the closing voluntary)

Our Mission
Gathering in the heart of Nashville, we are a community of disciples of
Jesus Christ. We seek the welfare of the city as we seek the kingdom of God.
We are an historic church working to be a welcoming and inclusive
congregation. Together we actively share God's grace and love through
worship, education and service, and through being an active voice in
promoting justice and peace in our community and the world.

Our Values and Ethos
·
·
·
·

Belief in God’s love and in Christ’s ministry
The desire to welcome and embrace everyone. No exceptions.
Service to God, service to our neighbors
God’s gift of creativity

Session 2021
Class of 2021
Jim Hoobler
Mary Turner
David Maddox

Class of 2022
Erin Bell
Tom Byl
Jake Byl

Class of 2023
Tom Wills
Samera Zavaro
Leslie Hughes

The Church Staff
Dena Swoner, Office Manager
Paulino Jarquin, Maintenance Manager
Dr. William Taylor, Director of Music
Suzie Lane, Director of Children’s Education

Parking
Parking for Sunday worship is in the SP+ garage at 147 4th Ave. N.
You must come down 4th from Church Street. Parking in this garage is
complimentary from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Parking vouchers are necessary to
exit the garage without having to pay. To get one, just ask one of our
greeters.

