THE DOWNTOWN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021

Hearing assistance devices are available. Please ask a greeter for a receiver.

(*) indicates the congregation will stand if able

We Gather in God’s Name

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING VOLUNTARY Prelude Henry Coleman

CALL TO WORSHIP

L: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
P: And also with you.
L: Let us worship God!

*HYMN #260 “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”
Ryan Norris, cantor

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON)

Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from death to life and crowned him
Lord of all. We confess that we have not always bowed before him or
acknowledged his rule in our lives. Many times, we have gone along with
the ways of the world and failed to give him glory.

Forgive us and raise us from sin that we may be your faithful people
obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ, who rules the world and
his head of the church. Amen.

(Time for silent confession)



*ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND PASSING THE PEACE

Hear the good news!

The saying sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Jesus Christ came into the
world to save sinners. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross that
we might be dead to sin and alive to all that is good.

In the name of Jesus Christ, we have been forgiven.

P: Thanks be to God.
L: May the peace of Christ be with you!
P: And also with you.

(For those in the sanctuary, please greet one another with a friendly wave.)

GLORIA PATRI Glory Be to the Father

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, amen.

God’s Word Is Proclaimed

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE VERSE “These Treasured Children”

Come Holy Spirit, help us be
a nurturing community.
Empower us to realize
God'’s kingdom through our children’s eyes.

OLD TESTAMENT Psalm 22:25-31
L: The word of the Lord. P; Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT Acts 1:1-11
L: The word of the Lord. P; Thanks be to God.

SERMON My Witness Rev. Dr. Mark Mueller



We Respond to God’s Word

*HYMN #462 “| Love to Tell the Story”
Ryan Norris, cantor

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION (unison)

Eternal God, each of us is a fragile miracle, evidence of you creative hands
and amazing grace. We who have been crafted in your image and blessed
with numerous gifts now give these material gifts to our Creator who loves
and sustains us now and forever more. These gifts, Lord are brought to you in
love through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

We Seal God’s Word Upon Our Hearts

THE SACRAMENT OF THE HoLY COMMUNION

(Please hold your bread and juice until directed to take it together as community.)

We Bear God’s Word Into the World

*HYMN #295 “Go to the World!”
Ryan Norris, cantor

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Sortie in D Benton Price

(please remain seated during the closing voluntary)
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JESUS CHRIST: ASCENSION AND REIGN
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OUR MISSION

Gathering in the heart of Nashville, we are a community of disciples of
Jesus Christ. We seek the welfare of the city as we seek the kingdom of God.

We are an historic church working to be a welcoming and inclusive
congregation. Together we actively share God's grace and love through
worship, education and service, and through being an active voice in
promoting justice and peace in our community and the world.

OUR VALUES AND ETHOS

- Belief in God’s love and in Christ’s ministry

- The desire to welcome and embrace everyone. No exceptions.
- Service to God, service to our neighbors

- God’s gift of creativity

SESSION 2021

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023
Jim Hoobler Erin Bell Tom Wills
Mary Turner Tom Byl Samera Zavaro
David Maddox Jake Byl Leslee Hughes

THE CHURCH STAFF

Dena Swoner, Office Manager
Paulino Jarquin, Maintenance Manager
Dr. William Taylor, Director of Music

Parking
Parking for Sunday worship is in the SP+ garage at 147 4th Ave. N.

You must come down 4th from Church Street. Parking in this garage is
complimentary from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Parking vouchers are necessary to
exit the garage without having to pay. To get one, just ask one of our
greeters.




