The Downtown Presbyterian Church
Service for the Lord’s Day
Reign of Christ
November 21, 2021
Hearing assistance devices are available. Please ask a greeter for a receiver.

(*) indicates the congregation will stand if able

Gathering in God’s Name
Opening Voluntary
Chorale Prelude on Be Thou My Vision

Raymond H. Haan

(Please meditate silently during the Opening Voluntary.)

Welcome and Announcements
*Call to Worship
L:
P:
L:
P:
L:
P:
L:
P:

In possibility, wonder, and mystery,
We gather.
In grief, burnout, and apathy,
We gather.
With community, creativity, and intention,
We gather.
With anger, questions, and heartbreak,
We gather.
Hallelujah, God welcomes it all!
L: Let us worship God.

*Hymn #367

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”

Call to Confession & Assurance of Pardon
P: Holy Spirit, our lives are rarely one thing; they often make a duet of
sorrow and delight. As we move through our days, we can forget your
care-full commandment to rest. In this moment of silence, breathe with
us through our sorrow. Marvel with us in our delight.
(moment of silence)

L: Hold with us the “what is” of today that we might have rest and courage to
be present to tomorrow.
P: Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon
Hear these words of assurance and good news, that God so loved the world
Christ was sent, not to condemn us, but to free us. Beloved, we are called to
be free. Let us serve one another humbly therefore, for the entirety of the
law is summed up in one word, in this, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

Passing of the Peace
L: In the spirit of love, let us greet one another.
May the peace of Christ be with you.
P: And also with you.
Please greet one another with words of peace and reconciliation.
Please return to your seats when the music starts.

*Gloria Patri

Glory Be to the Father

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, amen.

Encountering the Living Word of God
Scripture Reading

Hebrew 4:9-16
L: The word of the Lord. P: Thanks be to God.

Sacred Reflection
Sermon

Florilegia
“Sabbath Rest for the People of God”

Responding to God’s Word & Call
Prayer of Intercession and Prayers of the People (people read bold)
Living God, partner with us as we gather to attend to our inner lives in this
moment of silence:
(moment of silence)
Help us show up for one another’s actual needs. When we lose our way in
abstractions and enfleshed concepts, Spirit, ground us. Illuminate the next
step so we might see how to be present to ourselves and one another as we
pray for:
(the people lift up their prayers aloud)
Amen.
Celebration & Reception of New Members
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Collection of Our Tithes and Offerings
Community organizer and contemplative, Rosemarie Freeney Harding, said:
There is no scarcity. There is no shortage. No lack of love, of compassion, of
joy in the world. There is enough. There is more than enough. Only fear and
greed make us think otherwise. In the spirit of enoughness, let us bring our
offerings to our community and to God.
To offer your financial support to the ministry and mission of DPC:
• Place your offering in one of our designated offering locations.
• Use our mobile app by texting “dpchurch” to 73256.
• Visit www.dpchurch.com and click "Online and Mobile Giving".

Offertory Anthem

“My Eternal King”

Jane Marshall

My God, I love Thee; not because I hope for heav'n thereby,
Nor yet because who love Thee not must die eternally,
Thou, O my Jesus, Thou didst me upon the cross embrace;
For me didst bear the nails, the nails and spear, and manifold disgrace.
Why, then why, O blessed Jesus Christ, should I not love Thee well?
Not for the hope of winning heav'n, or of escaping hell;
Not with the hope of gaining aught, not seeking a reward;
But as Thyself hast loved me, o ever-loving Lord!
E'en so I love Thee, and will love, and in Thy praise will sing;
Solely because Thou art my God, and my Eternal King.
Poem (anonymous) from 17th Century Latin
Translated by The Rev. Edward Caswall

*Doxology #606 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication (unison)
God of Mutuality, we are inundated by messages that encourage selfish
individualism. Greed shouts at us from billboards and fear flashes across
our screens. Nurture our ability to resist these temptations. Bless our
offerings and our intentions, that we may be generous with all we have
and find our needs met in community. Amen.

Invitations & Announcements
*Hymn #293

“Loving Spirit”

*Charge and Benediction
L: May today there be peace within.
May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant to be.
May you not forget the infinite possibilities that are born of faith.
May you use those gifts that you have received,
and pass on the love that has been given to you.
May you be content knowing you are a child of God.
Let this presence settle into your bones, and allow your soul the freedom
to sing, dance, praise and love.
It is there for each and every one of us.
And may all God’s people say.
P: Alleluia, Amen.

Closing Voluntary
Postlude on Crown Him with Many Crown

Gordon Young

(Please remain seated during the closing voluntary.)

Prayers by © 2021 enfleshed, adapted by Rev. Larissa Romero
Benediction by Saint Teresa de Ávila

DPC Digital Directory Welcome Email
Monday, November 22nd
DPC is launching a new digital directory! The directory is online and password
protected. People who are listed in the directory will receive a welcome
email this Monday, November 22nd with instructions to set up a personal
login. Once logged in, you will be able to see the entire directory and also
update your personal photos and contact information. This is an exciting
addition to DPC's ongoing efforts to keep the church family connected, and we
hope you will help us fill in missing pieces to create a wonderful directory!

Waffle Shop 2021
We are already over halfway through our annual Waffle Shop fundraiser! This year, each $15
virtual ticket will include 1 package of our traditional Waffle Shop Waffle mix which contains
enough to make approximately 8 standardsized waffles or pancakes. Perfect for enjoying
at home or gifting to friends & family! We also
have a variety of delicious baked goods and a
few holiday items available for purchase this
year. Items purchased online may be picked up
from DPC on December 2nd from 10am-2pm
and on Sunday, December 5th from 12:30-2pm.

Most importantly, your purchase will help fund the church’s community outreach programs, assisting less-advantaged members of our community. Thank
you for supporting this annual fundraiser for a vital ministry at DPC!
To purchase Waffle Shop Tickets & Holiday Items go to DPC’s main home
page, www.dpchurch.com, and click on the Waffle Shop article.

Congregational Meeting: November 28th
We will have a congregational meeting on November 28th to elect the incoming class of ruling elders. Ruling elders at DPC serve for 3 years. Each year 3
new elders are elected as 3 elders’ time of service ends.
As we look with excitement for those coming onto Session, we also want to
express our gratitude to the elders who will be rolling off of session in December: Jim Hoobler (chair of Building & History Committee) & David Maddox
(chair of Worship & Arts Committee). Mary Turner (chair of Hospitality Committee) recently resigned from the session after serving over 2.5 years. We
are also especially grateful to Vickie Coffin who has served as clerk of session
for 2 years. Vickie is not a voting member of the current session, but she has
fulfilled many duties as clerk of session this year. We truly appreciate each of
these elders for their time of service on session at DPC.

Decorating Day at DPC
Make plans to join us for holiday fun on November 28th as we decorate the
fellowship hall and chapel for Christmas! We’ll play some classic Christmas
music as we get DPC looking merry & bright! A pizza lunch will be served,
along with hot cocoa & sugar cookies. Join us as we bring the Christmas spirit
to DPC!

Donations for DPC Silent Auction
DPC will have a silent auction in December to raise money for our outreach
programs. Mary Skinner is chairing the auction and looking for donations. So
far the following items have been donated: tickets for 4 to Cheekwood, tickets for 2 to a TPAC Broadway musical, and a gift basket of children’s books
and toys. If you wish to donate something you think will be a good item,
please contact Mary at maryskinner@comcast.net.

DPC Committee Corner
Come be a part of the conversations that create DPC's future! All meeting are
open to DPC members and friends. If interested in getting involved, please
email the committee chairperson for the meeting information.
•

Fish & Loaves - Thursday, December 9th at 6:30pm via Zoom; Tom Wills,
chair

•

Communications - Tuesday, December 14th at 6:45pm via Zoom; Erin Bell,
chair

Nursery Care Available for Sunday Worship
We are thankful to have nursery care available for Sunday mornings.
Nursery care will be provided during the worship service for children through
age 5. The nursery is located on the 2nd floor and is ready to welcome the
youngest of DPC attendees.

Current Worship Procedures
We recognize the recent COVID/Delta outbreak has changed the CDC’s guidance, even for those who are vaccinated. As such, we have made the following changes to our worship procedures.
●
To help encourage everyone to make full use of our wonderful sanctuary,
we have roped off rows where we ask you not to sit. We hope this will help
encourage more social distancing.
●
When sitting in a socially distanced pew, you can remove your mask.
●
If you are singing or moving about the sanctuary, we request that you
wear a mask.
●
If you are not yet vaccinated, we request that you wear a mask any time
you are inside the church.
●
Nursery workers will wear masks to help protect our youngest church attendees.

Our Mission
Gathering in the heart of Nashville, we are a community of disciples of
Jesus Christ. We seek the welfare of the city as we seek the kingdom of God.
We are an historic church working to be a welcoming and inclusive
congregation. Together we actively share God's grace and love through
worship, education and service, and through being an active voice in
promoting justice and peace in our community and the world.

Our Values and Ethos
·
·
·
·

Belief in God’s love and in Christ’s ministry
The desire to welcome and embrace everyone. No exceptions.
Service to God, service to our neighbors
God’s gift of creativity

Session 2021
Class of 2021
Jim Hoobler
David Maddox

Class of 2022
Erin Bell
Tom Byl
Jake Byl

Class of 2023
Tom Wills
Samera Zavaro
Leslee Hughes

The Church Staff
Rev. Larissa Romero, Pastor
Dena Swoner, Office Manager
Paulino Jarquin, Maintenance Manager
Dr. William Taylor, Director of Music

Parking
Parking for Sunday worship is in the SP+ garage at 147 4th Ave. N.
You must come down 4th from Church Street. Parking in this garage is
complimentary from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Parking vouchers are necessary to
exit the garage without having to pay. To get one, just ask one of our
greeters.

