Sending of God’s Word

CLOSING HYMN How Firm A Foundation #463
1 How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in God's excellent Word! What
more can be said than to you God hath said, to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?
2 "Fear not, | am with thee, O be not dismayed, for | am thy God, and will still give thee aid; I'l
strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.
3 "When through the deep waters | call thee to go, the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow; for I will
be near thee, thy troubles to bless, and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.
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Gathering Around God’s Word
GATHERING MUSIC

*CALL TO WORSHIP

The winds and the waves are no match for our God.
Christ speaks peace to the chaos and calm to the storm.
In the midst of the storms of our lives,

let us calm our minds and worship God with gladness.

*OPENING PRAYER

OPENING HYMN Great is Thy Faithfulness #39
1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; there is no shadow of turning with thee. Thou changest
not; thy compassions they fail not. As thou hast been thou forever wilt be.
(Refrain) Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning, new mercies | see.
All I have needed thy hand hath provided. Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!
2 Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, sun, moon, and stars in their courses above join
with all nature in manifold witness to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. (Refrain)
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, strength for
today and bright hope for tomorrow: blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! (Refrain)



CALL TO CONFESSION
Because of such great mercy, God is ready to forgive all the ways we fail to live in
faithfulness. Relying on that mercy, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Saving God, we confess that our faith is too small, our fear is too great. When we are
overwhelmed, we think you do not care for us. When life is uncertain and risky, we are
not sure we can trust you with our whole hearts. Even when you move among us in
powerful ways, we question who you are. Forgive us and calm our fears, we pray.
Teach us to trust in your power to save and guide us in every circumstance. Grant us
your peace, which is clearly beyond our understanding. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Christ offers peace to our troubled souls. Believe this One whom even the wind and sea obey.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

The Word

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever. Let the
redeemed of the Lord say so, those he redeemed from trouble and gathered in from the lands,
from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. Some went down to the
sea in ships, doing business on the mighty waters; they saw the deeds of the Lord, his
wondrous works in the deep. For he commanded and raised the stormy wind, which lifted up
the waves of the sea. They mounted up to heaven, they went down to the depths; their
courage melted away in their calamity; they reeled and staggered like drunkards, and were at
their wits’ end. Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and he brought them out from
their distress; he made the storm be still, and the waves of the sea were hushed. Then they
were glad because they had quiet, and he brought them to their desired haven. Let them thank
the Lord for his steadfast love, for his wonderful works to humankind. Let them extol him in
the congregation of the people, and praise him in the assembly of the elders.

New Testament Reading: Mark 4:35-41

On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.”
And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other
boats were with him. A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the
boat was already being swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they
woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” He woke up
and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!”” Then the wind ceased, and there
was a dead calm. He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?”” And they
were filled with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and
the sea obey him?”
ANTHEM

| Bind My Heart This Tide soloist: Ann Miller

SERMON “In the Boat” Rev. Marta Ukropina
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH — from Romans 8

We believe there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus; for we know that all
things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to God's
purpose. We are convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Responding to God’s Word

PRAYER’S OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.



