Responding to God’s Word
PRAYER’S OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sending of God’s Word

CLOSING HYMN  God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending
1 God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store,
nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, costly cross, grave's shattered door:
gifted by you, we turn to you, offering up ourselves in praise;
thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days.
2 Skills and time are ours for pressing toward the goals of Christ, your Son:
all at peace in health and freedom, races joined, the church made one.
Now direct our daily labor, lest we strive for self alone.
Born with talents, make us servants fit to answer at your throne.

3 Treasure, too, you have entrusted, gain through powers your grace conferred:

ours to use for home and kindred, and to spread the gospel word.
Open wide our hands in sharing, as we heed Christ's ageless call,
healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving you by loving all.
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Gathering Around God’s Word
GATHERING MUSIC
*CALL TO WORSHIP

| wait for the Lord,
my soul waits, and in God’s word I hope.

My soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning.

In faith, let us turn to our God, whose love is sure.

*OPENING PRAYER

OPENING HYMN Holy God, We Praise Your Name
1 Holy God, we praise your name; Lord of all, we bow before you.
All on earth your scepter claim; all in heaven above adore you.
Infinite your vast domain, everlasting is your reign.
2 Hark! The glad celestial hymn angel choirs above are raising;
cherubim and seraphim, in unceasing chorus praising,
fill the heavens with sweet accord: “Holy, holy, holy Lord!”

3 All apostles join the strain as your sacred name they hallow;
prophets swell the glad refrain, and the blessed martyrs follow,
and from morn to set of sun, through the church the song goes on.

4 Holy Father, Holy Son, Holy Spirit: three we name you,
while in essence only one; undivided God we claim you,
and adoring, bend the knee while we own the mystery.
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CALL TO CONFESSION
Because of such great mercy, God is ready to forgive all the ways we fail to live in
faithfulness. Relying on that mercy, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Loving God, trusting in you does not always come easy. We do not believe that love
conquers fear. We are not convinced that power comes through weakness. We cannot
conceive how you could heal us. Forgive our lack of faith, O God, and renew our trust
in you, for we would be disciples of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
If the Lord kept count of all our sins, who could stand? But with God there is forgiveness:
Christ gives us peace. Thanks be to God!

The Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 130

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD. Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the
voice of my supplications! If you, O LoRD, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?
But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered. | wait for the LORD, my soul
waits, and in his word | hope; my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the
morning, more than those who watch for the morning. O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with
the LORD there is steadfast love, and with him is great power to redeem. It is he who will
redeem lIsrael from all its iniquities.

New Testament Reading: Mark 5:21-43

When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered around
him; and he was by the sea. Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came
and, when he saw him, fell at his feet and begged him repeatedly, “My little daughter is at the
point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and live.”

So he went with him. And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him. Now there
was a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years. She had endured

much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she was no better, but rather
grew worse. She had heard about Jesus, and came up behind him in the crowd and touched
his cloak, for she said, “If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.” Immediately her
hemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. Immediately
aware that power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and said, “Who
touched my clothes?”” And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing in on you,
how can you say, ‘Who touched me?’”” He looked all around to see who had done it. But the
woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling, fell down before
him, and told him the whole truth. He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well;
go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”

While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader’s house to say, “Your
daughter is dead. Why trouble the teacher any further?”” But overhearing what they said,
Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” He allowed no one to
follow him except Peter, James, and John, the brother of James. When they came to the
house of the leader of the synagogue, he saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing
loudly. When he had entered, he said to them, “Why do you make a commotion and weep?
The child is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. Then he put them all outside,
and took the child’s father and mother and those who were with him, and went in where the
child was. He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha cum,” which means, “Little girl,
get up!” And immediately the girl got up and began to walk about (she was twelve years of
age). At this they were overcome with amazement. He strictly ordered them that no one
should know this, and told them to give her something to eat.

ANTHEM

Why Me Bob Burke and Steve Halberg

SERMON “Does Prayer Work?” Rev. David Ukropina
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH — from A Brief Statement of Faith

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God;
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and

deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted,
eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the
depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus
from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering
us from death to life eternal. Amen.



