Sending of God’s Word

CLOSING HYMN This Is My Song #340
1 This is my Song, O God of all the nations, a song of peace for lands afar and mine. This is

my home, the country where my heart is; here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; but

other hearts in other lands are beating with hopes and dreams as true as mine.

2 My country’s skies are bluer than the oceans, and sunlight beams on clover leaf and pine.
But other lands have sunlight too, and clover, and skies are everywhere as blue as mine. So
hear my song, O God of all the nations, a song of peace for their land and for mine.

3 This is my prayer, O Lord of all earth’s kingdoms; thy kingdom come; on earth thy will be
done. Let Christ be lifted up till all shall serve him, and hearts united learn to live as one. So
hear my prayer, O God of all the nations: myself | give thee; let thy will be done.

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE
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Gathering Around God’s Word

*CALL TO WORSHIP

God is mighty in word and deed.

God's mercy is everlasting.

Blessed be the one holy and living God.
Glory to God forever.

*OPENING PRAYER

OPENING HYMN Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah #65
1 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land. | am weak, but thou art
mighty. Hold me with thy powerful hand. Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me till |
want no more; feed me till I want no more.

2 Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow. Let the fire and
cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through. Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, be thou still
my strength and shield; be thou still my strength and shield.

3 When | tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside. Death of death, and hell's
destruction, land me safe on Canaan's side. Songs of praises, songs of praises | will ever give
to thee; | will ever give to thee.



CALL TO CONFESSION
Let us confess our sins to God, whose power is made perfect in our weakness.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy God, you call us to boldly proclaim your name, yet we are stubborn and rebellious
and heedless of your call. By the power of your Spirit, raise us to new life that we may
return to faithful living, in Christ's name we pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Sisters and brothers, God's grace and mercy are never ending. Your sins are forgiven,
therefore be at peace.

The Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 123

To you | lift up my eyes, O you who are enthroned in the heavens! As the eyes of servants
look to the hand of their master, as the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, so our eyes
look to the Lord our God, until he has mercy upon us. Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have
mercy upon us, for we have had more than enough of contempt. Our soul has had more than
its fill of the scorn of those who are at ease, of the contempt of the proud.

New Testament Reading: Mark 6:1-13

He left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. On the sabbath
he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said,
“Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What
deeds of power are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and
brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And
they took offense at him. Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except in
their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house.” And he could do no deed
of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. And he
was amazed at their unbelief. Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the
twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean

spirits. He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no
money in their belts; but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them,
“Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. If any place will not
welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet
as a testimony against them.” So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. They
cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.

soloist: Ann Miller

ANTHEM America the Beautiful

SERMON Rev. Marta Ukropina
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH — The Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he
rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Responding to God’s Word

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.



