Responding to God’s Word

COMMUNION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sending of God’s Word

CLOSING HYMN O Jesus, | Have Promised #1724
O Jesus, | have promised to serve thee to the end;

be thou forever near me, my Master and my friend;

I shall not fear the battle if thou art by my side,

nor wander from the pathway if thou wilt be my guide.
O let me feel thee near me! The world is ever near:

I see the sights that dazzle; the tempting sounds | hear.

My foes are ever near me, around me and within;

but, Jesus, draw thou nearer and shield my soul from sin.
O let me hear thee speaking in accents clear and still,

above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will;

O speak to reassure me, to hasten or control,

O speak, and make me listen, thou guardian of my soul.
O Jesus, thou hast promised to all who follow thee

that where thou art in glory there shall thy servant be.

And, Jesus, | have promised to serve thee to the end,

O give me grace to follow, my Master and my friend.
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*CALL TO WORSHIP

What does the Lord require of you?

To do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God.

What does God command of us?

To love God with all our heart, and all our soul, and all our mind, and all our strength,
and to love our neighbor as ourselves.

*OPENING PRAYER

OPENING HYMN When Morning Gilds the Skies #667
When morning gilds the skies, my heart awaking cries: may Jesus Christ be praised!
Alike at work and prayer to Jesus | repair: may Jesus Christ be praised!



Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here | find: may Jesus Christ be praised!
Or fades my earthly bliss? My comfort still is this: may Jesus Christ be praised!

Let earth's wide circle round in joyful notes resound: may Jesus Christ be praised!
Let air and sea and sky from depth to height reply: may Jesus Christ be praised!

Be this, while life is mine, my canticle divine: may Jesus Christ be praised!
Be this the eternal song through all the ages long: may Jesus Christ be praised!

CALL TO CONFESSION
The God who demands justice from us is the God who pours out mercy upon us. Trusting in
that gracious love, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God, we confess that we have sinned in your sight. Despite our best efforts and
intentions, we have failed to consistently live in ways that bring honor to your name.
Forgive us. Through the grace of Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit, set us
free from the grip of sin— from attitudes and actions that do not lead to life. We pray
all this in Christ’s name. Amen.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
Hear the good news: Christ is merciful to all who turn to him in repentance. In the name of
Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

The Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 24

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it; for he has
founded it on the seas, and established it on the rivers. Who shall ascend the hill of

the LorRD? And who shall stand in his holy place? Those who have clean hands and pure
hearts, who do not lift up their souls to what is false, and do not swear deceitfully. They will
receive blessing from the LoRD, and vindication from the God of their salvation. Such is the
company of those who seek him, who seek the face of the God of Jacob. Lift up your heads,
O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in. Who is the
King of glory? The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle. Lift up your heads,

O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in. Who is this
King of glory? The LoRD of hosts, he is the King of glory.

New Testament Reading: Galatians 5:1,13-25

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke
of slavery. For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your
freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one
another. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are
not consumed by one another. Live by the Spirit, | say, and do not gratify the desires of the
flesh. For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is
opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you
want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. Now the works of the
flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife,
jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like
these. | am warning you, as | warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit
the kingdom of God. By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such

things. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.

ANTHEM

At This Table, There is Love Roger Summers

SERMON “For Freedom”

Rev. David Ukropina

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH — from Philippians 2:5-11

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in
human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became
obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly
exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue should confess to the glory of God: Jesus Christ is Lord! Amen.



