
   Responding to God’s Word 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 

                                                         Sending of God’s Word 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE                                          I Lift Your Name                                         David Ruis 

 

Our Lord Jesus said "it is more blessed to give than to receive" and one of the ways we do 

this is by giving our tithes and our offerings to support the ministry and mission of the 

church. At this time, we are not passing a shared offering plate, but there is a place for you to 

leave your tithes and offerings in the Narthex. 

  

Birthdays this week: Gene Hoff 1/01, Greta Fridlund 1/04, Jordan Andreasen 1/05, Dick Kay 

1/06, Sharon Moore 1/06, Sean Champoux 1/07, Steve Butt 1/15 

 

Leading in worship today:                                                                                                   

The Revs Marta and David Ukropina, Co-pastors                                                              

Ursula Damgaard, Music Director                                                                                            
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Gathering Around God’s Word 

 

PRELUDE                            We Three Kings   

 

WELCOME 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Arise!  Shine! 

God's light has come to reveal The Way in this New Year. 

Arise! Shine! 

The glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 

Arise!  Shine!  

God's light penetrates the darkness that covers the world. 

Arise!  Shine!   

Nations shall come to God's light and kings to the brightness of God's dawn. 

Arise! Shine!  

For the Glory of the Lord has risen upon us! 

 Let us worship God. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

The grace of God has appeared bringing salvation to all and teaching us to renounce what is 

evil in this world.  Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 

 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in darkness.  

We confess that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted the good news to be good.  

We have closed our eyes to glory in our midst, expecting little, and hoping for less. 

Forgive our doubt, and renew our hope, so that we may receive the fullness of your 

grace, and live in the truth of Christ the Lord.  Amen. (prayers continue in silence) 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Christ our Savior gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from our sin and claim us as 

his people.  We are forgiven, be at peace.   

 

The Word 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

SCRIPTURES 

 

 Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For 

darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon 

you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 

brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they 

come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on 

their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall 

come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim 

the praise of the Lord. 

 

 New Testament Reading: John 1:1-14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 

in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one 

thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of 

all people. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent 

from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 

might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, 

and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to 

what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who 

believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood 

or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and 

lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace 

and truth. 

 

 New Testament Reading: Matthew 2:1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 

East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For 

we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod 

heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief 

priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 

They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, 

Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from 

you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for 

the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent 

them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found 

him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they 

had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that 

the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the 

child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 

treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

SERMON                          Rev. Marta Ukropina 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – The Apostles’ Creed                                                                 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ 

his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 


