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The Word of God
Presider
People
Presider

Alleluia. To us a child is born:
O come, let us adore him. Alleluia.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify
your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect
Presider
Presider

The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Let us pray. O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of
your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our
Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he comes to be
our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

First Lesson

Isaiah 52:7-10

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who
brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." Listen!
Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the
return of the LORD to Zion. Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for
the LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The LORD has bared his
holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the
salvation of our God.
Reader

The Word of the Lord

People

Thanks be to God

Psalm 98
1

Sing to the LORD a new song, * for he has done marvelous things.
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2

With his right hand and his holy arm * has he won for himself the victory.

3

The LORD has made known his victory; *
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.

4

He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

5

Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

6

Sing to the LORD with the harp, * with the harp and the voice of song.

7

With trumpets and the sound of the horn * shout with joy before the King, the LORD.

8

Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * the lands and those who dwell therein.

9

Let the rivers clap their hands, * and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD,
when he comes to judge the earth.

10

In righteousness shall he judge the world * and the peoples with equity.

Second Lesson

Hebrews 1:1-4

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these
last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom
he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's
very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
Reader
The Word of the Lord
People
Thanks be to God

The Holy Gospel

John 1:1-14

Presider
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
in the with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came
into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a
man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in
the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him.
He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born,
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only
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son, full of grace and truth.
Presider
The Gospel of the Lord.

People

Reflection

Praise to you, Lord Christ
The Rev. Debbie Dehler

The Nicene Creed

BCP page 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us
and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
Who has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Come let us adore Christ, the Lord. Let us pray, “Glorious Lord, grant us your
peace.”
Christ the Lord, we humbly adore you: make joyful our hearts. Strengthen your
Church with humility and faith that we might triumph over the power of evil.
Glorious Lord, Grant us your peace.
Shine your light on all the world that the nations may look upon your truth and find
their salvation. Glorious Lord, Grant us your peace.
Christ the Lord, we humbly adore you: may all of creation burst forth in songs of
praise. May all the works of your hand glorify you. Glorious Lord, Grant us your
peace.
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Christ the Lord, we humbly adore you: summon the people of the city to yourself.
May all the distractions and heartache of our lives fade away in the joy of your
presence. Glorious Lord, Grant us your peace.
Christ the Lord, we humbly adore you: you love us so dearly. Grant your healing
grace to sinners, to the poor, to those in need of love. Open your arms to the sick
and the lonely. Glorious Lord, Grant us your peace.
Christ the Lord, we humbly adore you: all glory be given to you. You bless our
earthly bodies with your birth; and you promise to raise us to new life by your death
and resurrection. Glorious Lord, Grant us your peace.

The Peace
Presider

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.

The Lord’s Prayer
All

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for
ever and ever. Amen.

Blessing
Presider

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to
heaven, give you his peace and favor. And the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you
for ever. Amen.

Dismissal
Presider
People

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God!
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