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First Pres News  

Dear Church, 
 
     The first lesson that I taught our confirmation class was about faith. I explained that 
neither doubt nor sin are the opposite of faith. We all have seasons of doubt. We all 
struggle to believe everything all the time. In fact, a little skepticism is a very good 
thing in most of life. We all sin and fall short of Godõs glory. We are all in need of    
perpetual grace. Rather than doubt or sin, the opposite of faith is apathy, quitting. 
     As we move forward with yet another step toward a more open and traditional 
worship service, I want to thank all the people who kept the faith by staying engaged. 
Digital worship is NOT the same as being here in person. Rotations and reservation 
lists are miserable for those organizing them and applying to them. Designated seating 
can force us to be in part of the building that we find less worshipful. Nevertheless, 
many of you remain engaged! You kept the faith! Thank you!!! 
     There were things that we tried that utterly failed (hybrid classes). There were things 
that succeeded despite our skepticism to the contrary (outdoor childrenõs Christmas 
service). There have been unexpected benefits to digital worship (returning members), 
and there have been unanticipated setbacks along the way.  
     Our church never gave up. You never gave up. Together, we kept trying, evolving, 
shifting, and growing toward the new future that God is already creating in our midst. 
Right now, our efforts mandate 2 services; only God knows what it will look like next. 
We wonõt stop listening, learning, growing, trying, failing, and ultimately succeeding. 
We will keep the faith! 
 
With love and gratitude, 
Matt 
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 A NOTE FROM OUR COMMUNITY PASTOR:... 
 

6 f]{j ]fª~«« ®qr« §~j{ ®qj ~®qjª h]·Õ ]|h r® «§~yj ®~ ojjzr|p« 6 hrh|ô® y|~µ 6 q]hÚ  I hope it speaks to you too, for the 

questions it poses are questions worth considering.  And, as we sit on the edge together between a pandemic year and  

µq]®j´jª f~{j« |j¶®Õ y|~µ ®q]® ®qj h]ªy|j«« r« |~® r|qjªj|®z· e]hÕ r®ô« x¯«® ¯|y|~µ|Õ hroojªj|®Ú )¯® p~~h ®qr|p« f]| f~{j 

oª~{ r®Õ ®~~Ú ;¯«® ]« r®ô« ~y]· ®~ µ]|® zroj ]« µj y|jµ r® ®~ ªj®¯ª|Õ r®ô« ]z«~ ~y]· ®~ µ]|® ®~ «r® ~| ®qj jhpj o~ª ] {r|¯®jÚ 6ôll 

sit there with you.   
 

With Love, 

Hannah  
 

We can feel it coming- 

the change, 

the great return.  

For a year now 

µjô´j ejj| ejppr|p 4~h o~ª ®qj  

light at the end of the tunnel,  

shouting to God from the  

depth 

of that hole - ñ,~ ·~¯ qj]ª ¯«Û 

We have lost a year!  

Oqjªj r« pªrjo qjªj×ò 
 

And God has been mostly quiet, 

speaking through essential workers 

and the persistent sunrise, 

but recently, we can feel it coming- 

4~hô« ]|«µjªÕ 

the light at the end of the tunnel,  

the great return.  
 

And I should probably be running 

full steam ahead, 

kicking the dust off of this  

year-long tunnel, 

but instead, I find myself  

wanting a moment 

to sit at the edge with you.   
 

It turns out,   

Even though I thought  

all was lost, 

I found   

bits of myself 

and bits of love 

here in the dark. 
 

So before we are blinded by the light 

of that great return sky,  

I want to know,  

from here in the hole- 

what should we keep? 

What should we let go of? 

Are we going back or  

are we starting new? 
 

We can feel it coming. 

Change is in the air. 

What will you take with you?   -THE LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL  

By Sarah Are @Writingthegood    
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MAKES CENT$  
 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƻǿ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜ Řŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǎƘƻǿƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ  
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ǇǊƛƴǘ ŘŀǘŜΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ WŜŀƴƴŜ {Ƙŀƴƴƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ 
ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΦ 
 

tƭŜŘƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ [ƻƻǎŜ hũŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнм 
aƻƴǘƘ ς ǘƻ ς ŘŀǘŜ ϷмсΣтпуΦпу 
¸ŜŀǊ ς ǘƻ ς ŘŀǘŜ ϷмррΣфруΦур 
 

9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнм 
aƻƴǘƘ ς ǘƻ ς ŘŀǘŜ ϷпуΣлспΦно 
¸ŜŀǊ ς ǘƻ ς ŘŀǘŜ ϷфуΣлнмΦмо 
, 
 

²Ŝ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ нлнм ǇƭŜŘƎŜΗ   
 
 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ ǇƘƻƴŜτнрнΦппсΦфмнмΣ ƻǇǝƻƴ рΤ  WŜŀƴƴŜΩǎ ŜƳŀƛƭΥ  ƧŜŀƴƴŜΦǎƘŀƴƴƻƴϪŦǇŎǊƳΦƻǊƎ 
WŜŀƴƴŜΩǎ ƻŶŎŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀǊŜ aƻƴŘŀȅ ǘƘǊǳ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ уΥол-нΥол ǇΦƳΦ 

 
 
 
 
 
¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ  
aƻƴŘŀȅτ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ фΥлл-пΥлл ǇΦƳΦ    
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΣ 
ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǝƭƭ ǊŜŀƭƛǎǝŎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ 
ǎǝƭƭ ǇƻǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǾƛǊǳǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǿŜŀǊ ŀ 
Ƴŀǎƪ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ  
ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǎǘŀũ ƻŶŎŜǎΦ 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ƪŜŜǇ с ŦŜŜǘ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ 
ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǳǎŜ ƘŀƴŘ ǎŀƴƛǝȊŜǊΦ t[9!{9 
ǊŜŦǊŀƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǎƛŎƪ ƻǊ 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘΦ  

 
 

The church office will be closed on  

Easter  Monday,  

April 5, 2021 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION UPDATE 
 

 

 

 

 
Pre-K Kids 
Pastors Matt and Hannah are leading a Bible Stories and Coloring Zoom session for our  
littlest members on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. The Pre-K families will receive their own link 
for this and do not need to pre-register like the Adult Zoom classes. 

Elementary Age Kids 
We have selected a new curriculum called òCelebrate Wonderó and each family received a 
notebook with a weekly lesson and a family activity book.. A short video is available for the 
families to access and watch on their own schedule.  

Middle School  
Our Middle School youth meet from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the church on Sunday evenings 
throughout the school year to engage in the process of Confirmation with Pastors Matt and 
Hannah.  All youth are invited for a shared dinner at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall on the 
first and third Sundays of each month.  

High School 
Our High School youth gather on the first and third Sundays of each month from 6-7:00 p.m. 
for Faith and the Front Pageñan informal discussion series around questions raised about 
learning to live out oneõs faith in the òrealó world.  All youth are invited for a shared dinner at 
5:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall on the first and third Sundays of each month. High School 
youth also meet once a month for Sunday Schoolñcheck emails/texts for dates.   

An Invitation 
Any congregation-led Bible studies such as Present Word and PEP (Presbyterians Educating   
Presbyterians) as well as any additional small groups are invited to resume in-person meetings 
after our 9 a.m. outdoor worship service on Sunday mornings.   

Brown Bag Bible Studyñ 
Brown Bag Bible Study participants meet Mondays at noon with a pastor for a time of biblical 
discussion.  This group gathers (socially distanced) in the Session room at noon. 
Tuesdays @2:00 Zoom Mindfulness StudyñFacilitated by Dionne Seale, this is a thirty  
minute reprieve from your week to learn tools to fight stress and explore the topic of being a 
mindful Christian. Itõs also a time to connect with one another and support each other from 
afar.  Contact Dionne in the church office to sign up for the emailed Zoom link. 

APRIL YOUTH SCHEDULE: 

Confirmation Schedule 

¶ April 4èEaster, no confirmation 

¶ April 11 at 4:30 pm (Salvation lesson) 

¶ April 18 at 4:30 pm  (Salvation discussion/projects) 

¶ April 23 -25 Confirmation Retreat 

High School Youth Schedule 

¶ April 4èEaster, no confirmation 

¶ April 11 at 6:00 pm (Rooftop Rejuvenation Service) 

¶ April 18 (9:45 am Sunday School w/ Mike Gaynor); 12:30 Youth Sunday Planning session and lunch at 

Tipsy Tomato 

¶ April 23 at 6:30 a.m. Breakfast with Lee at Highway Diner  

¶ April 25 Bike ride at the Mills (Time TBA)  
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March 20, 2021 

 
 
 

      Belowñ a few of our  
wonderful Confirmands! 
 

Above, High School youth 
helped stuff Easter Eggs for the 
big egg hunt on March 27! 

ZipQuest, Fayetteville, NC 
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The staff of Tar River 
Academy were recently 
treated to some St. Pat-
rickõs Day treats by the 
Community Partners  
Committee! 


