
Minutes: Stated Meeting, First Presbyterian Church, Maysville, KY 

August 12, 2017 

Convening of Presbytery 

The stated meeting of the Presbytery of Transylvania met at First Presbyterian 
Church, Maysville, KY, on Saturday, August 12, 2017. A quorum was present.  
Moderator Beth Garrod-Logsdon called the meeting to order at 10:05 AM and the 
Presbytery opened with a worship service of Word and Sacrament led by the Rev. 
Dr. Ann Philbrick and other leaders.   

Opening Business 

The roll of attendance for this meeting was formed. (see Appendix A)  The Rev. Dr. 
Ann Philbrick of National Capital Presbytery was welcomed and enrolled as a 
corresponding member.   

Summary attendance: 
Teaching elders Present: 45; Teaching Elders Excused: 12; Teaching Elders Absent: 
21; Churches with Elder Commissioner(s) Present: 24;  Churches with Elder 
Commissioner(s) Absent: 53;  Commissioned Ruling Elders Present: 5;  
Coordinating Commission members Present: 4;  Presbytery Staff: 2;  Visitors 
Present: 10.   

The Stated Clerk moved the docket, which was approved. First-time commissioners 
and other guests were recognized. General Presbyter Philip Lotspeich informed the 
body of teaching elders who have left the presbytery and/or taken new calls.   
Commissioned Ruling Elder James Dougans brought greetings from the host church 
and a presentation on the history of the Maysville Church.   

The Stated Clerk moved the consent agenda: a) Stated Clerk's report, with 
recommendations to approve requests for excused absences; approve the minutes of 
the March 14, 2017, stated meeting; approve minutes of the installation commission 
of the Rev. Linda Maconochie on April 2, 2017; approve minutes of the installation 
commission of the Rev. Wanda Olive on June 25, 2017; b) Commission on 
Congregational Issues report; c) Commission on Preparation for Ministry report. 
Motion passed.  

Decision Agenda 

Burnamwood Report 

Camp Director Robby Lear reported.  The director provided a report for the camping 
season just ended and his belief that things are moving in a good direction.  Fall 
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retreats were publicized and hand-outs distributed.  Mr. Lear shared news of the 
hiring of Kevin Turpin as new camp grounds caretaker and shared with the 
Presbytery proposed plans to upgrade camp facilities.  The director encouraged the 
body to support the camp and send youth to the various events.   

Recognizing Retirements 

The moderator honored and recognized the retirements of teaching elders Ellen 
Peach and James Stewart.  At 12:00 PM, the moderator declared a recess for lunch 
and the body reassembled at 1:05 PM.   

Coordinating Commission  

Chair Peggy Tudor reported.  The Coordinating Commission recommended that the 
Manual of Operations be changed to add this description for the Closing 
Commission.  “The Closing Commission shall counsel with congregations that have 
indicated their desire to end their relationship with the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) or those that have reached the completion of their effective ministry.  This 
commission shall receive referrals from the Presbytery, the Commission on 
Congregational Issues or the Coordinating Commission.  This commission shall 
determine a course of action, either division, dismissal, or dissolution, negotiate the 
terms of such action, and recommend it to the Presbytery for final approval.  Such 
negotiations include consultation with the Administration (Trustees) Commission.”  
Motion passed.  
 
The Coordinating Commission recommended the formation of a new ministry, 
Church Revitalization and Development, and that the Manual of Operations be 
changed to include this description.  “The Church Revitalization and Development 
Ministry exists to work with current churches engaging in revitalization and 
transformation efforts and to promote and encourage the development of new 
worshiping communities.”  Motion passed.   

Pastoral Transitions Commission 

Chair Lisa Eye and Vice-Chair Daryl Baker reported.  Ms. Eye reported on churches 
in transition and changes to pastoral calls (see written report).  The report was 
updated verbally to include dissolutions of pastoral calls to teaching elder Jason 
Santalucia effective June 25, 2017; teaching elder Woody Berry effective July 1, 
2017; and teaching elder James Stewart effective September 1, 2017.  The printed 
report was further updated verbally to inform the body that permission had been 
granted to the First Presbyterian Church, Mount Sterling, to form a pastor 
nominating committee.   



Mr. Baker called to the body’s attention to the proposed minimum terms of call for 
2018 and took questions from the floor.  The recommendations will be brought in 
final form to the Presbytery’s meeting in November for approval.   

Presbyterian Women 

Moderator Nell Line reported.  Ms. Line informed the Presbytery of recent PW 
events, including the Spring Gathering and the July Women’s conference.  The Fall 
Gathering will take place at Camp Burnamwood on October 21, 2017 and Ms. Line 
encouraged all women to attend.  The next national gathering of Presbyterian 
Women will take place in August, 2018.   

Administration/Treasurer’s Report 

Presbytery Treasurer Catesby reported.  Financial information was provided as 
part of the Presbytery packet, as well as actions taken by the Administration 
Commission since the last Presbytery meeting.   

Commission on Representation 

Chair Janet Prewitt reported.  The Commission on Representation placed these 
names in nomination for election as delegates to the 2017 meeting of the Kentucky 
Council of Churches:  Mike Ward, teaching elder, Walnut Hill; Dr. Elizabeth 
Underwood, ruling elder, FPC Richmond; Mr. Hank Graddy, ruling elder, Pisgah 
Versailles; teaching elder Susan Warren, honorably retired; Mr. Lawrence Monroe, 
ruling elder, FPC Hazard.  There were no nominations from the floor and those 
named were so elected.   

General Presbyter 

Philip Lotspeich shared words of thanks and encouragement to teaching elders and 
ruling elders.  Mr. Lotspeich encouraged service and openness to transformation 
and renewal.  He stated that rather than “ready, aim, fire,” maybe we should 
“ready, fire, aim” more often.  He encouraged churches to “go and make disciples.”   

Closing Business and Adjournment  

The moderator allowed announcements and remarks for Good of the Order. There 
being no further business to come before the Presbytery, the Stated Clerk moved 
that the Presbytery stand adjourned until its next stated meeting on November 11, 
2017, at Corbin Presbyterian Church, Corbin, KY. Second and motion passed. 
Moderator Garrod-Logsdon shared words of prayer and blessing. The presbytery 
adjourned at 2:15 PM.  

Respectfully Submitted: The Rev. Jerry L. Utt, II, Stated Clerk 
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