
Minutes 

Presbytery	  of	  Transylvania	  Stated	  Meeting 

Versailles	  Presbyterian	  Church,	  Versailles,	  KY 

March	  14,	  2017	   

 

Convening	  of	  Presbytery 

The	  stated	  meeting	  of	  the	  Presbytery	  of	  Transylvania	  met	  at	  Versailles	  Presbyterian	  
Church,	  Versailles,	  KY,	  on	  Tuesday,	  March	  14,	  2017.	  Moderator	  Beth	  Garrod-‐Logsdon	  
opened	  the	  meeting	  at	  10:03	  AM	  with	  prayer.	  Teaching	  elder	  Keith	  Benze	  of	  the	  host	  
church	  welcomed	  the	  members	  of	  the	  presbytery.	   

Opening	  Business 

A	  quorum	  was	  present.	  The	  roll	  of	  attendance	  for	  this	  meeting	  was	  formed.	  (see	  Appendix	  
A)	   

Summary	  attendance:	   

Teaching	  elders	  Present:	  46	   

Teaching	  elders	  Excused:	  21	   

Teaching	  elders	  Absent:	  15	   

Churches	  with	  elder	  commissioner(s)	  Present:	  21 

Churches	  with	  elder	  commissioner(s)	  Absent:	  56 

Commissioned	  ruling	  elders	  Present:	  4 

Coordinating	  Commission	  members	  Present:	  2 

Presbytery	  Staff:	  1 

Visitors	  Present:	  13 

 

The	  Stated	  Clerk	  moved	  the	  docket.	  An	  item	  of	  new	  business	  concerning	  the	  Lexington	  
Korean	  Church	  was	  introduced,	  which	  was	  added	  to	  the	  docket.	  The	  docket	  was	  approved	  



as	  amended.	  Introductions	  included	  first-‐time	  teaching	  elder	  and	  ruling	  elder	  
commissioners	  and	  guests.	  The	  General	  Presbyter	  informed	  the	  body	  of	  teaching	  elders	  
who	  have	  left	  the	  presbytery	  and/or	  taken	  new	  calls.	   

The	  Stated	  Clerk	  moved	  the	  consent	  agenda:	  a)	  Stated	  Clerk's	  report,	  with	  
recommendations	  to	  approve	  requests	  for	  excused	  absences,	  accept	  resignations	  from	  Nik	  
Fegenbush	  as	  presbytery	  treasurer,	  William	  Putman	  from	  Commission	  on	  Congregational	  
Issues,	  approve	  the	  minutes	  of	  the	  November	  12,	  2016,	  annual	  meeting,	  approve	  minutes	  of	  
the	  installation	  commission	  of	  the	  Rev.	  Matt	  Falco	  on	  January	  15,	  2017,	  statistical	  
information	  for	  the	  presbytery;	  b)	  Mission	  Ministry	  report;	  c)	  Commission	  on	  
Congregational	  Issues	  report;	  d)	  Synod	  of	  Living	  Waters	  commissioner	  report.	  Motion	  
passed.	   

Decision	  Agenda 

Commission	  on	  Preparation	  for	  Ministry,	  part	  1 

Chair	  Frank	  Pottorff.	  Chair	  Pottorff	  introduced	  inquirer	  John	  Kupar,	  who	  has	  expressed	  a	  
desire	  to	  move	  from	  inquiry	  to	  candidacy	  status.	  Mr.	  Kupar	  shared	  remarks.	  On	  motion,	  the	  
presbytery	  approved	  John	  Kupar's	  move	  to	  candidacy.	  Moderator	  Garrod-‐Logsdon	  offered	  
prayers	  for	  Mr.	  Kupar's	  ministry	  journey.	   

Coordinating	  Commission 

Janet	  Prewitt	  reported.	  The	  Coordinating	  Commission	  recommends	  the	  presbytery	  elect	  
the	  following:	  Susan	  Byars,	  ruling	  elder,	  Mt.	  Horeb,	  Commission	  on	  Preparation	  for	  
Ministry,	  class	  of	  2019;	  Cynthia	  Pennington,	  ruling	  elder,	  Second	  Lex,	  Commission	  on	  
Preparation	  for	  Ministry,	  class	  of	  2019;	  Diehl	  Ackerman,	  ruling	  elder,	  Faith	  Morehead,	  
Commission	  on	  Representation,	  class	  of	  2018;	  Nell	  Line,	  ruling	  elder,	  First	  Lex,	  
Coordinating	  Commission;	  Tom	  Burns,	  ruling	  elder,	  Buckhorn	  Lake,	  Coordinating	  
Commission;	  Katie	  Busroe,	  ruling	  elder,	  Faith	  Morehead,	  Coordinating	  Commission;	  Mike	  
Ward,	  teaching	  elder,	  Walnut	  Hill	  Lex,	  Coordinating	  Commission;	  Linda	  Maconochie,	  
teaching	  elder,	  FPC	  Paris,	  Coordinating	  Commission;	  Mary	  Reed,	  teaching	  elder,	  HR,	  
Coordinating	  Commission.	  There	  were	  no	  nominees	  from	  the	  floor	  and	  those	  named	  were	  
elected.	   

Church	  Revitalization	  and	  Redevelopment	  Ministry 

Chair	  Jay	  Mumper	  reported.	  Chair	  Mumper	  shared	  news	  of	  those	  churches	  in	  the	  New	  
Beginnings	  process	  and	  introduced	  Janet	  Robinson,	  from	  FPC,	  Winchester,	  who	  talked	  
about	  the	  improv	  group	  formed	  in	  their	  church	  and	  how	  it's	  being	  used	  to	  support	  the	  work	  
of	  the	  Clark	  County	  Homeless	  Coalition.	   

 

 



Christian	  Formation 

Ginny	  Baker	  reported.	  Mrs.	  Baker	  shared	  resources	  on	  curriculum	  and	  nurturing	  Christian	  
education	  with	  the	  POINT	  program.	   

Commission	  on	  Pastoral	  Transitions 

Chair	  Lisa	  Eye	  and	  Vice-‐Chair	  Darryl	  Baker	  reported.	  Actions	  taken	  by	  the	  commission	  
were	  noted.	  The	  report	  was	  suspended	  to	  move	  to	  the	  order	  of	  the	  day.	   

Order	  of	  the	  Day:	  Worship 

At	  11:00	  AM,	  the	  presbytery	  moved	  to	  worship,	  which	  included	  the	  Sacrament	  of	  
Communion.	  At	  11:57	  AM,	  the	  moderator	  declared	  a	  recess	  for	  lunch	  and	  offered	  prayers	  of	  
blessing	  for	  the	  meal.	   

Decision	  Agenda,	  Continued 

At	  1:00	  PM,	  the	  moderator	  called	  the	  presbytery	  to	  order.	  Ms.	  Abby	  Drane	  from	  Uspiritus	  
brought	  greetings	  from	  her	  agency	  and	  explained	  the	  nature	  of	  their	  work	  and	  encouraged	  
the	  presbytery's	  churches	  to	  support	  it	  with	  prayer	  and	  site	  visits.	   

At	  1:05	  PM,	  the	  moderator	  recognized	  retiring	  presbytery	  staff	  member	  Sharel	  Templeton.	  
Members	  of	  the	  presbytery	  offered	  words	  of	  congratulation	  and	  the	  stated	  clerk	  spoke	  
prayers	  to	  honor	  Sharel.	   

Commission	  on	  Pastoral	  Transitions 

The	  report	  continued.	  Updated	  policies	  on	  teaching	  elder	  membership	  in	  the	  presbytery	  
and	  criteria	  for	  evaluating	  and	  approving	  validated	  ministries	  was	  discussed.	   

Commission	  on	  Preparation	  for	  Ministry,	  part	  2 

Chair	  Frank	  Pottorff	  presented	  candidate	  James	  Blankenbeker,	  who	  has	  taken	  a	  position	  as	  
staff	  chaplain	  at	  UK	  Health	  Care	  and	  requests	  ordination	  and	  membership	  in	  Transylvania	  
Presbytery.	  Mr.	  Blankenbeker	  made	  opening	  statements	  and	  the	  body	  moved	  to	  examine	  
him	  for	  ordination.	  Motion	  made	  to	  sustain	  the	  ordination	  and	  approve	  him	  for	  ordination.	  
Motion	  passed.	  Chair	  Pottorff	  offered	  prayers.	  At	  candidate's	  request,	  ordination	  will	  take	  
place	  by	  his	  home	  presbytery	  (Ohio	  Valley).	   

Administration	  Commission/Treasurer's	  Report 

Curtis	  Christian	  reported.	  The	  commission	  recommends	  to	  the	  presbytery:	  that	  upon	  the	  
request	  of	  the	  First	  Presbyterian	  Church	  of	  Pineville,	  that	  an	  administrative	  commission	  be	  
formed	  to	  dissolve	  the	  church,	  and	  with	  the	  following	  members:	  Curtis	  Christian,	  chair,	  
teaching	  elder,	  FPC	  Richmond;	  Margaret	  Suters,	  ruling	  elder,	  White's	  Memorial	  Berea;	  



Michael	  Denney,	  teaching	  elder,	  FPC	  Lancaster;	  Baylor	  Fulton,	  ruling	  elder,	  FPC	  Pineville;	  
and	  that	  the	  administrative	  commission	  named	  be	  charged	  to:	  a.	  attempt	  to	  locate	  any	  
official	  records	  of	  the	  church	  and	  turn	  them	  over	  to	  the	  stated	  clerk	  of	  the	  presbytery	  for	  
proper	  preservation;	  b.	  after	  consulting	  with	  the	  trustees	  of	  the	  presbytery	  (Administration	  
Commission)	  recommend	  to	  presbytery	  the	  disposition	  of	  any	  and	  all	  church	  property	  and	  
carry	  out	  said	  disposition	  following	  approval	  by	  the	  presbytery;	  c.	  arrange	  for	  certificates	  
of	  transfer	  to	  other	  churches	  for	  current	  members,	  if	  any;	  and	  d.	  prepare	  and	  conduct	  a	  
service	  of	  recognition	  of	  the	  life	  and	  ministry	  of	  FPC	  Pineville	  at	  a	  stated	  meeting	  of	  the	  
presbytery.	  Motion	  passed.	  The	  Treasurer's	  Report	  for	  December	  31,	  2016,	  was	  presented	  
as	  a	  written	  report	  as	  well	  as	  other	  actions	  taken	  by	  the	  commission.	   

Commission	  for	  Preparation	  for	  Ministry,	  part	  3 

Chair	  Frank	  Pottorff	  presented	  candidate	  Tamara	  Schmidt,	  who	  has	  taken	  a	  position	  as	  
chaplain	  at	  Baptist	  Healthcare,	  Corbin	  and	  requests	  ordination	  and	  membership	  in	  
Transylvania	  Presbytery.	  Ms.	  Schmidt	  made	  opening	  statements	  and	  the	  body	  moved	  to	  
examine	  her	  for	  ordination.	  Motion	  made	  to	  sustain	  the	  ordination	  and	  approve	  her	  for	  
ordination.	  Motion	  passed.	  Chair	  Pottorff	  offered	  prayers.	  At	  candidate's	  request,	  
ordination	  will	  take	  place	  by	  her	  home	  presbytery	  (East	  Iowa).	   

General	  Assembly	  Amendments	  to	  Constitution 

The	  stated	  clerk	  presented	  the	  proposed	  amendments	  to	  the	  constitution,	  as	  suggested	  by	  
the	  222nd	  General	  Assembly.	  Votes	  were	  made	  as	  such:	  16-‐A:	  affirmative.	  16-‐B:	  affirmative.	  
16-‐C.1.:	  affirmative.	  16-‐C.2.:	  affirmative.	  16-‐C.3.:	  affirmative.	  16-‐C.4.:	  affirmative.	  16-‐C.5.:	  
affirmative.	  16-‐C.6.:	  negative.	  16-‐C.7.:	  affirmative.	  16-‐C.8.:	  affirmative.	  16-‐D.1.:	  negative.	  16-‐
D.2.:	  negative.	  16-‐E:	  affirmative.	  16-‐F:	  affirmative.	  16-‐G:	  affirmative.	  16-‐H:	  affirmative.	   

General	  Presbyter	  Report 

Philip	  Lotspeich	  reported	  and	  spoke	  thanks	  to	  the	  pastor	  and	  members	  of	  Versailles	  
Presbyterian	  Church	  for	  their	  gracious	  hospitality.	  The	  General	  Presbyter	  reported	  on	  
events	  and	  activities	  and	  reminded	  the	  body	  that	  our	  August	  meeting	  would	  take	  place	  at	  
Maysville,	  which	  is	  celebrating	  its	  200th	  anniversary	  year.	  The	  General	  Presbyter	  also	  
encouraged	  the	  presbytery,	  sharing	  his	  sense	  that	  we	  are	  in	  a	  season	  of	  pruning	  and	  
preparing	  for	  new	  ways	  to	  reinvent	  and	  do	  church.	   

New	  Business 

Teaching	  elder	  Lisa	  Eye	  moved	  that	  an	  administrative	  commission	  be	  formed	  to	  serve	  as	  
the	  session	  of	  the	  Lexington	  Korean	  Church,	  until	  such	  a	  time	  as	  the	  church	  can	  identify	  
new	  elders,	  and	  those	  serving	  as	  this	  commission	  be:	  teaching	  elder	  Lisa	  Eye	  (Corbin),	  
teaching	  elder	  Jason	  Santalucia	  (Hunter),	  ruling	  elder	  William	  Reed	  (First	  Lex),	  and	  ruling	  
elder	  Ginny	  Baker	  (Maxwell	  Street	  Lex).	  Motion	  passed.	   



Closing	  Business	  and	  Adjournment 

The	  moderator	  allowed	  announcements	  and	  remarks	  for	  Good	  of	  the	  Order.	  There	  being	  no	  
further	  business	  to	  come	  before	  the	  Presbytery,	  the	  Stated	  Clerk	  moved	  that	  the	  Presbytery	  
stand	  adjourned	  until	  its	  next	  stated	  meeting	  on	  August	  12,	  2017,	  at	  First	  Presbyterian	  
Church,	  Maysville.	  Second	  and	  motion	  passed.	  Moderator	  Garrod-‐Logsdon	  Tudor	  shared	  
words	  of	  prayer	  and	  blessing.	  The	  presbytery	  adjourned	  at	  3:15	  PM.	   

Respectfully	  Submitted, 

The	  Rev.	  Jerry	  L.	  Utt,	  II 

Stated	  Clerk	  



Appendix A







Philip Lotspeich





Steve Pace



Rollin Tarter





Greg Ryan


















