
Minutes of the Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Transylvania       
First Presbyterian Church, Pikeville, KY

May 18, 2019 

Convening of Presbytery 

The stated meeting of the Presbytery of Transylvania met at First Presbyterian 
Church, Pikeville, KY, on Saturday, May 18, 2019.  A quorum was present.  
Moderator Mike Ward called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM and led the opening 
prayer.   

Opening Business 

The roll of attendance for this meeting was formed. (see Appendix A) 

The Stated Clerk moved the docket.  Docket approved as printed.  The Stated Clerk 
moved the consent agenda: a) Stated Clerk's report, with recommendations to 
approve requests for excused absences; approve the minutes of the March 14, 2019, 
stated meeting; receive minutes of installation commissions for teaching elder John 
Leggett (April 28, 2019) and teaching elder Caroline Kelly (May 5, 2019); accept 
Living Waters for the World covenant agreement between Iglesia Camino de 
Santidad and the Presbytery of Transylvania; b) receive Administration 
Commission/Treasurer’s report; c) receive Pastoral Transitions Commission report;  
d) receive Church Revitalization and Development Ministry report; e) receive
Leadership Development Ministry report.  Motion passed. 

The Presbytery heard words of welcome from First Presbyterian Church and session 
moderator, Stephen Sanders.  Dr. Burton Webb, president of University of Pikeville, 
brought welcome from the institution.  First-time commissioners and other guests 
were recognized. Teaching elder Terry Newland, Synod Executive of the Synod of 
Living Waters and member of Shephards and Lapsley Presbytery, was introduced 
and seated as a corresponding member.  General Presbyter Philip Lotspeich 
informed the body of teaching elders who have left the presbytery and/or taken new 
calls.   Teaching elder Beth Garrod-Logsdon led the body in a conversation of the 
moderator’s 2019 theme, “Life Together,” with a particular emphasis on 
stewardship.  After small group discussion, Ms. Garrod-Logsdon led the assembly in 
prayer and the moderator declared a short recess to prepare for worship.   

At 11:00 AM, the Presbytery reconvened in worship with a Service of Word and 
Sacrament.  Terry Newland was recognized for his service and leadership to the 
Synod and honored for his upcoming retirement.  After worship, the moderator 
declared a lunch recess.   



Business Items 

The Presbytery reconvened at 1:20 PM. 

Commission on Preparation for Ministry 

Ruling elder Connie Turner reported.  The commission presented inquirer Timothy 
Scot Robinson to be examined for candidacy.  Mr. Robinson briefly introduced 
himself to the Presbytery and after a period of examination, teaching elder Steve 
Pace moved that the exam be sustained and that Mr. Robinson be accepted for 
candidacy.  Second and motion passed.  Moderator Ward led the Presbytery in 
liturgy and prayer.   

Presbyterian Women 

Ruling elder Jennifer Brubaker reported.  Mrs. Brubaker shared comments about 
the recent PW Spring Gathering held on April 27, 2019, at Second Presbyterian 
Church, Lexington, KY, with the theme Love Heals All: A Panel Presentation on 
Human Trafficking.  The PW Synod of Living Waters Triennial Gathering will take 
place June 13-15, 2019, at First Presbyterian Church, Tupelo, MS. 

Christian Formation Ministry 

Teaching elder Beth Garrod-Logsdon reported.  The ministry reminds the 
Presbytery that campus ministry funds are available and encouraged churches to 
apply for them.  Additional stewardship concerns or comments can be shared with 
members of the ministry.  Triennium is coming up soon and the Presbytery is 
assembling a team of chaperones and youth attendees.  POINT representative 
Ginny Baker shared news on educational resources available to churches.   

Church Closing and Dismissals Commission 

Teaching elder Beth Garrod-Logsdon reported.  Commission moved that the Indian 
Creek Presbyterian Church, Booneville, KY, be dissolved.  Terms of the dissolution 
include: all records and documents be relinquished to the presbytery; $16,000 
settlement for past due per capita; and consideration of a property trust clause.  
Motion passed.  

Commission moved that First Presbyterian Church, Pineville, KY, be dissolved and 
that the Administration Commission be charged with appraising and selling two 
associated properties (not the church building and lot).  The Administration 
Commission and Closing and Dismissals Commission will work together to consider 
and determine the best course of action to further ministry in Pineville and will 
recommend to the Presbytery at a future meeting a proposed disposition of the 
church building and lot.  Motion passed.   



Commission moved that the Washington Presbyterian Church (Maysville, KY) be 
dissolved, and the property be transferred to the Washington Church Foundation, 
Inc.  Motion passed.   

Commission moved that the Presbytery amend its previous action of May 1, 2018, 
concerning the dismissal of the First Presbyterian Church, Catlettsburg, KY, by 
striking each reference to “Evangelical Presbyterian Church” and replacing it with 
“ECO: A Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians.”  Motion passed.   

Presbytery Executive 

Teaching elder Philip Lotspeich reported.  Mr. Lotspeich shared that “really cool 
things” are happening around the Presbytery, and many of those things are in 
Eastern KY, reminding the Presbytery of faithful Presbyterians who, 150 years ago, 
began to make their way into the mountains and spread the gospel message.  Other 
happenings: teaching elder Hyeon Gu Lee received his PhD. today from Asbury 
Seminary; Camp Director Robby Lear will be married later today.  Mr. Lotspeich 
gave thanks that the former Korean Church building on Redding Road has been 
sold, that the Nicholasville mission team is progressing in their work, that the 
Leadership Development Ministry is working with a dedicated group of ruling 
elders training to be Certified Ruling Elders.  Mr. Lotspeich asked for prayers for 
discernment and direction as the Presbytery enters a time of new leadership and 
next steps.   

Closing Business 

At 2:20 PM, and with no further business to come before the assembly, the Stated 
Clerk moved that the Presbytery adjourn.  Motion passed.  The Moderator ended 
the meeting with prayer.   

Submitted:  The Rev. Jerry L. Utt, II 
Stated Clerk 
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