
Minutes of the Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Transylvania       
Bayless Memorial Presbyterian Church, Grayson, KY

August 20, 2019 

Convening of Presbytery 

The stated meeting of the Presbytery of Transylvania met at Bayless Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, Grayson, KY, on Tuesday, August 20, 2019.  A quorum was 
present.  Moderator Mike Ward called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM and led the 
opening prayer.   

Opening Business 

The roll of attendance for this meeting was formed. (see Appendix A) 

Summary attendance:
teaching elders present: 37 
ruling elders present: 20      
commissioned ruling elders present: 2      
non-Presbyterian supply pastor: 1     
ruling elders serving presbytery commissions: 11 
visitors: 16  

The Stated Clerk moved the docket.  Docket approved as printed.  First-time 
commissioners and other guests were recognized. Teaching elder Joan Stewart, 
member of the Presbytery of West Virginia, was seated as a corresponding member. 
Host pastor Josh Akers welcomed the presbytery to Bayless Memorial Church.  The 
Moderator invited the body to consider the 2019 theme, “Life Together,” with an 
emphasis on significant seasons in one’s life journey and/or spiritual formation.   

Business Items 

The Stated Clerk moved the consent agenda: a) Stated Clerk's report, with 
recommendations to approve requests for excused absences; approve the minutes of 
the May 18, 2019, stated meeting; and receive the minutes of the June 8, 2019, 
installation of the Rev. Jerry L. Utt, II;  b) Administration/Treasurer’s report; c) 
Burnamwood Commission report;  d) Christian Formation Ministry report; e) 
Church Revitalization and Development Ministry report; f) Commission on 
Preparation for Ministry report; g) POINT representative report; h) Leadership 
Development Ministry report; i) Synod commissioner report. Motion passed.  

Pastoral Transitions Commission 

Teaching elder Lisa Eye, commission chair, reported.  The chair recognized the 
retirement of teaching elder Greg Kupar and, with the moderator’s permission, 
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invited teaching elder Joan Stewart to share words on Greg’s ministry and witness.  
The chair spoke prayers at the end of this recognition.  The chair informed the 
presbytery of the various comings and goings of pastoral leaders.   

The Pastoral Transitions Commission presented candidate Linda M. Kurtz to be 
examined for ordination.  Ms. Kurtz introduced herself and the body examined her 
for ordination.  Teaching elder Mary Reed moved that the examination cease and 
that Ms. Kurtz be approved for ordination.  Second and motion passed.  

The chair moved that the Presbytery of Transylvania request National Capital 
Presbytery ordain Ms. Kurtz to the office of teaching elder/Minister of Word and 
Sacrament and transfer her membership to the Presbytery of Transylvania after 
ordination.  Motion passed.  The Moderator spoke prayers for the ministry of Ms. 
Kurtz and First Presbyterian Church, Lexington.   

The chair moved that the Presbytery approve the Proposed Minimum Terms of Call 
for 2020.  Motion passed.   

Commission on Representation 

Ruling elder Diehl Ackerman reported.  Mr. Ackerman placed these names in 
nomination as delegates to the 2019 Annual Assembly of the Kentucky Council of 
Churches: ruling elder Hank Graddy, Pisgah Versailles; teaching elder Hannah 
McIntyre, Presbyterian Church, Danville; ruling elder Lawrence Monroe, First, 
Hazard; teaching elder Mike Ward, Walnut Hill, Lexington, and ruling elder Lucy 
Waterbury, First Richmond; and for the Coordinating Commission, class of 2020: 
teaching elder Matt Falco, Maxwell Street, Lexington.  There were no further 
nominations and these individuals were unanimously elected.   

Coordinating Commission 

Teaching elder Philip Lotspeich, commission chair, reported.  The chair moved that 
the Presbytery elect to the Commission on Representation: ruling elders Gayle 
Burns and David Hoskins to the class of 2021, and teaching elder Mary Reed to the 
class of 2022.  Motion passed.   

The chair moved that a sabbatical period for Camp Burnamwood begin on October 
1, 2019, and last through calendar year 2020.  At the 2020 annual presbytery 
meeting, the Coordinating Commission will present a progress report to the 
presbytery updating the work of discernment of the camping ministry and outlining 
any recommended next steps.  Motion passed.  Teaching elder Matt Falco, chair of 
Burnamwood Commission, spoke prayers of thanksgiving for the service of Camp 
Director Robby Lear, whose resignation will become effective on September 30, 
2019.   



Other Business 

The Presbytery considered a statement on gun violence.  Teaching elder Stephen 
Fearing moved that the Presbytery approve the following statement:   

Statement on Gun Violence 

Arise, cry out in the night, at the beginning of the watches! Pour out your heart like 
water before the presence of the Lord! Lift your hands to Him for the lives of your 
children. Lamentations 2:19 NRSV 

Today we raise our collective voices in a communal cry of lament. Faced with a 
broken world burdened with seemingly relentless evil, we will not remain silent. 
Trusting in God's sovereignty always, we reaffirm our calling to the words and work 
of peacemaking and reconciliation. 

• We condemn the pervasive and indiscriminate gun violence that robs our 
communities of the health and security necessary to thrive in interdependent 
harmony and wholeness. We decry the vile glorification of weaponry 
throughout our culture that has given rise to vast incidences of preventable 
homicides, suicides and accidental gun deaths. We join with all our sisters 
and brothers in Christ in rejecting this needless brutality and advancing 
instead the countercultural gospel messages of radical love and hospitality. 

• We also recognize that the trauma of gun violence extends far beyond the 
somber counts of the dead and injured. To the witnesses, the first responders, 
the families, the schools, and the communities at large that are left to pick up 
the shattered pieces: we see you. We acknowledge your pain, and we pledge 
to walk alongside you in your grief journey. We pray that our presence can 
faithfully represent healing and hope in a fallen world. 

• Furthermore, we condemn the cultural undercurrents that support and 
sustain gun violence. We denounce social and economic systems that privilege 
some while oppressing others, and we declare that the sins of racism, 
misogyny, and xenophobia are incompatible with faithful living. We 
remember always that Jesus situated himself among those on the margins of 
society, and that we are called to do the same. 

• Finally, we unequivocally affirm the full dignity and humanity of all God's 
children. Any language which seeks to dehumanize or otherwise disrespect 
our neighbors does not come from God. We are compelled anew to embrace 
and celebrate God's abundant, diverse Creation by advocating for a just and 
compassionate world. 

Ruling elder Sandy Bromagen moved that the statement be amended to include: 
“Informed by and as a practical response to the statement above, we call for a ban 
on “assault” style weapons which have been used in numerous mass shooting events 



and encourage individuals and congregations to communicate with legislators 
regarding the issue of gun violence.”  Second and motion passed.   

Teaching elder Rose Taul moved that the statement be further amended to include:  
“The presbytery further instructs the Coordinating Commission to plan and provide 
an informational workshop regarding the issue of gun violence taking full 
advantage of resources available through the Presbyterian Church (USA).”  Second 
and motion passed.   

The statement passed as amended.  The Moderator offered prayers at the 
conclusion of the discussion and vote.   

Closing Business and Adjournment 

Members of the Presbytery expressed hardy thanks to the pastor and members of 
Bayless Memorial Church for their gracious hospitality.  The Moderator opened the 
floor for announcements and many were shared.  At 7:00 PM, the Stated Clerk 
moved that the Presbytery stand adjourned until its annual meeting on December 
7, 2019.  Second and motion passed.  The Moderator spoke prayers to close the 
meeting.  

Submitted:  The Rev. Jerry L. Utt, II 
Stated Clerk 
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